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City of Ketchikan

KETCHIKAN, “The First City.” Ketchikan is a town of
thriving industry, good homes, churches, schools, societies and
lodges. Its population, estimated at 5100, is made up of Cau-
casians. with some native Indians and a few Orientals. Itis a
town that has never known a boom of any kind, yvet has shown
a steadyv and healthy growth, gradually increasing in wealth and
population.

T.ocated on the west coast of Revillagigedo Island, between
the 35th and 3Gth degrees of latitude, and between the 131st and
132nd degrees of longitude Ketchikan is readily accessible to the
states. the port being open 365 davs in the vear, and on the
repular lines of steamships from Seattle and Vancouver to all
points to the north and westward. It is approximately 48 hours
by water from Ketchikan to Seattle, and is but seven hours by
steamer irom the western terminus of the Canadian Grand Trunk
Railwax. '

The Port—>Statistics of the treasury department show that
Ketchikan is the leading port of Alaska. Approximately 92 per
cent of all the vessels entering and clearing in the territory do
so at the port of Ketchikan. It is the central distributing point
for a large surrounding area in which are located salmon can-
neries, mines, lumber camps, fox farms and salteries.

Fresh Fisheries—\\'hile the Ketchikan district, comprising
an area of 10,000 square miles, has diversified industries, as set
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forth above, it is a fact that the chief of these, the one which far
outstrips all others at the present time, is the fisheries. .And this
industry is divided into four parts: fresh fish, frozen fish, canned
fish and salt fish.

The fresh fish business consists of packing in ice fresh hali-
but, salmon, sable fish and cod, and shipping them to the mar-
Lets of the south and east. And a promising outlook is presented
for the shipment of fresh herring. Great quantities of herring
are caught in the waters adjacent to Ketchikan, despite the fact
that few are shipped out as a food product. Practically all of
the herring caught in Ketchikan district are frozen for use as
bait by the halibut fishermen.

The frozen fish industry is also for the freezing of salmon,
halibut and all other varieties of iresh fish found in the waters
of the North Pacific, which products are then kept in cold stor-
age until market conditions are such that the demand 1s greater
than the supply of the iresh product, when the frozen article 1s
readily salable.

For the handling of this fresh and frozen fish, Ketchikan is
provided with two large cold storage plants, the total compressor
capacity of which is 410 tons; the sharp freezer capacity, 280,000
pounds every 36 hours, and the total storage capacity of which
is 7,300,000 pounds. Also, these plants will manufacture 100
tons of ice daily, and combined they have an ice storage capa-
city of 3000 tons. Both plants are operated by hydro-electric
power. In addition to these there are several other fish docks
where fresh fish are packed for quick consumption and shipment.

The halibut industry is tremendous in itself, with Ketchikan
the headquarters for a considerable fleet of vessels which ply the
waters of the north for this most delectable of delicacies. Hali-
but are deep sea fish and are taken from the banks off the shores
of Alaska, from Dixon's Entrance to the Aleutian Islands. These
fishing vessels are well built and powerful, going sometimes more
than 1300 miles. Their fish are cleaned and iced down im-
mediately after being caught, and are landed in port within ten
days, when they are again packed for shipment or irozen. The
work of the halibut fisherman is hard and hazardous, but except
for infrequent periods when market conditions are bad, he 1s
generally well paid for his product.

Vessels, many in number, and manned by 1200 to 1500 fisher-
nien, troll for King salmon. winter and summer. Their catch is
quite properly named, for the King salmon is the most heautiful
and delightful fish that swims the waters of the earth. In addi-
tion to trolling being a sizeable industry in itseli, it is also one of
the greatest outdoor sports. as any disciple of Isaak Walton may
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readily understand that nothing better could be asked for than
to have a game fish weighing from 30 to 80 pounds at the end
of his line and fighting for life. These salmon, besides those
shipped out iced down, fresh, are used for mild-cure packs; that
is. salted in barrels. Also, a great mmany Silver salmon, caught
mostly in fishtraps or by seiners, are packed by the mildcurers.

Salmon Canneries—During the season of 1923, in this dis-
trict, thirtv-one canneries, of which seven are within the cor-
porate limits of the city of Ketchikan, will be in operation. Owing
to the scarcitv of seasonable labor, some of the canneries import
irom the states part of their crews, but they also give employ-
ment to all in town who wish to engage in that work. Practi-
callv all of the men operating the boats and other gear of the
fisheries in the Ketchikan section are residents of Southeastern
Alaska.

The Ketchikan district, in a mining way, is not as active
now as it has been in some years of the past, owing to the in-
creased cost of commodities and labor. The area, however, is
highlv mineralized with copper, gold, silver, iron and other metals
and it will be but a question of time until the properties are
opened up. There are several properties in operation now and
some others in the course of development and practically all of
these are being worked by residents of the district and not by
outside capital, whereby it is shown that the home folks have
confidence in the outlook. ' ‘

The Portland Canal district, which is immediately contiguous
to Ketchikan, is drawing the attention of the whole mining world.
It iz there that the great Premier Mine, but 60 miles from Ketchi-
kan as the crow flies, is located. It 13 a gold and silver proposi-
tion. This property, bought three vears ago for a nominal sum,
has already paid three and one-quarter nullions in dividends and
it iz said that thev have manyv times that amount in sight. In
addition to that property there are others in the same section
which are in such a state of development that they will be pro-
ducing on a large scale in the near future, it is believed.

Timber, Lumber and Products—Ketchikan is the very heart
of the great Tongass National JForest which covers approximately
13,000,000 acres. This is heavily forested with spruce, hemlock
and cedar. This is being marketed and has been for many years
for home consumption. The summer of 1922 marked a new
epoch 1n the industry, however, when for the first time a cargo
of several million feet was shipped to Australia. This was the
beginning of an export business which will, it i3 indicated, -
crease materially in the next few vears as the buvers are now
negotiating for a censiderable amount of lumber for export.
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In the city of Ketchikan there are two saw mills which pro-
vide lumber not only for local consumption, one of which started
the export trade, but they also furnish the boxes for the salmon
canneries and for the fresh fish shippers of the whole district.

There has been much talk during recent years of the develop-
ment of pulp and paper manufacturing plants in Southeastern
Alaska. While only one pulp mill has actually been started in
the Tongass National Forest, several applications for permits to
develop power sites which the applicants say are for pulp and
paper mills, are now before the federal government. There is no
question that the Tongass National Forest furnishes a field for
these, with its vast areas and ready accessibility to transporta-
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tion. all being located right on the water’s edge where steamers
of any draught may navigate. In this connection, it is worthy
of note that Revillagigedo Island. on which Ketchikan is tocated,
offers approximately 100,000 horsepower in its undeveloped water
sites. These. no doubt, will one day, and not in the distant future,
be utilized. It has even been said on competent authority that
i+ would not be a difficult engineering problem to harness at least
half of these power sites for use in a central location, if at any
time it should be deemed advisable to build one large plant.
With the lumber export business and the pulp and paper
industry in mind, it is certain that the forests will ultimately fur-
nish material for employment for thousands and an opportunity
for capital. It is officially estimated by the foresters that Alaska
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