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City of Ketchikan

KETCHIKAN, “The First City.” Ketchikan is a town of
thriving industry, good homes, churches, schools, societies and
lodges. Its population, estimated at 5100, is made up of Cau-
casians. with some native Indians and a few Orientals. Itis a
town that has never known a boom of any kind, yvet has shown
a steadyv and healthy growth, gradually increasing in wealth and
population.

T.ocated on the west coast of Revillagigedo Island, between
the 35th and 3Gth degrees of latitude, and between the 131st and
132nd degrees of longitude Ketchikan is readily accessible to the
states. the port being open 365 davs in the vear, and on the
repular lines of steamships from Seattle and Vancouver to all
points to the north and westward. It is approximately 48 hours
by water from Ketchikan to Seattle, and is but seven hours by
steamer irom the western terminus of the Canadian Grand Trunk
Railwax. '

The Port—>Statistics of the treasury department show that
Ketchikan is the leading port of Alaska. Approximately 92 per
cent of all the vessels entering and clearing in the territory do
so at the port of Ketchikan. It is the central distributing point
for a large surrounding area in which are located salmon can-
neries, mines, lumber camps, fox farms and salteries.

Fresh Fisheries—\\'hile the Ketchikan district, comprising
an area of 10,000 square miles, has diversified industries, as set
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forth above, it is a fact that the chief of these, the one which far
outstrips all others at the present time, is the fisheries. .And this
industry is divided into four parts: fresh fish, frozen fish, canned
fish and salt fish.

The fresh fish business consists of packing in ice fresh hali-
but, salmon, sable fish and cod, and shipping them to the mar-
Lets of the south and east. And a promising outlook is presented
for the shipment of fresh herring. Great quantities of herring
are caught in the waters adjacent to Ketchikan, despite the fact
that few are shipped out as a food product. Practically all of
the herring caught in Ketchikan district are frozen for use as
bait by the halibut fishermen.

The frozen fish industry is also for the freezing of salmon,
halibut and all other varieties of iresh fish found in the waters
of the North Pacific, which products are then kept in cold stor-
age until market conditions are such that the demand 1s greater
than the supply of the iresh product, when the frozen article 1s
readily salable.

For the handling of this fresh and frozen fish, Ketchikan is
provided with two large cold storage plants, the total compressor
capacity of which is 410 tons; the sharp freezer capacity, 280,000
pounds every 36 hours, and the total storage capacity of which
is 7,300,000 pounds. Also, these plants will manufacture 100
tons of ice daily, and combined they have an ice storage capa-
city of 3000 tons. Both plants are operated by hydro-electric
power. In addition to these there are several other fish docks
where fresh fish are packed for quick consumption and shipment.

The halibut industry is tremendous in itself, with Ketchikan
the headquarters for a considerable fleet of vessels which ply the
waters of the north for this most delectable of delicacies. Hali-
but are deep sea fish and are taken from the banks off the shores
of Alaska, from Dixon's Entrance to the Aleutian Islands. These
fishing vessels are well built and powerful, going sometimes more
than 1300 miles. Their fish are cleaned and iced down im-
mediately after being caught, and are landed in port within ten
days, when they are again packed for shipment or irozen. The
work of the halibut fisherman is hard and hazardous, but except
for infrequent periods when market conditions are bad, he 1s
generally well paid for his product.

Vessels, many in number, and manned by 1200 to 1500 fisher-
nien, troll for King salmon. winter and summer. Their catch is
quite properly named, for the King salmon is the most heautiful
and delightful fish that swims the waters of the earth. In addi-
tion to trolling being a sizeable industry in itseli, it is also one of
the greatest outdoor sports. as any disciple of Isaak Walton may
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readily understand that nothing better could be asked for than
to have a game fish weighing from 30 to 80 pounds at the end
of his line and fighting for life. These salmon, besides those
shipped out iced down, fresh, are used for mild-cure packs; that
is. salted in barrels. Also, a great mmany Silver salmon, caught
mostly in fishtraps or by seiners, are packed by the mildcurers.

Salmon Canneries—During the season of 1923, in this dis-
trict, thirtv-one canneries, of which seven are within the cor-
porate limits of the city of Ketchikan, will be in operation. Owing
to the scarcitv of seasonable labor, some of the canneries import
irom the states part of their crews, but they also give employ-
ment to all in town who wish to engage in that work. Practi-
callv all of the men operating the boats and other gear of the
fisheries in the Ketchikan section are residents of Southeastern
Alaska.

The Ketchikan district, in a mining way, is not as active
now as it has been in some years of the past, owing to the in-
creased cost of commodities and labor. The area, however, is
highlv mineralized with copper, gold, silver, iron and other metals
and it will be but a question of time until the properties are
opened up. There are several properties in operation now and
some others in the course of development and practically all of
these are being worked by residents of the district and not by
outside capital, whereby it is shown that the home folks have
confidence in the outlook. ' ‘

The Portland Canal district, which is immediately contiguous
to Ketchikan, is drawing the attention of the whole mining world.
It iz there that the great Premier Mine, but 60 miles from Ketchi-
kan as the crow flies, is located. It 13 a gold and silver proposi-
tion. This property, bought three vears ago for a nominal sum,
has already paid three and one-quarter nullions in dividends and
it iz said that thev have manyv times that amount in sight. In
addition to that property there are others in the same section
which are in such a state of development that they will be pro-
ducing on a large scale in the near future, it is believed.

Timber, Lumber and Products—Ketchikan is the very heart
of the great Tongass National JForest which covers approximately
13,000,000 acres. This is heavily forested with spruce, hemlock
and cedar. This is being marketed and has been for many years
for home consumption. The summer of 1922 marked a new
epoch 1n the industry, however, when for the first time a cargo
of several million feet was shipped to Australia. This was the
beginning of an export business which will, it i3 indicated, -
crease materially in the next few vears as the buvers are now
negotiating for a censiderable amount of lumber for export.
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In the city of Ketchikan there are two saw mills which pro-
vide lumber not only for local consumption, one of which started
the export trade, but they also furnish the boxes for the salmon
canneries and for the fresh fish shippers of the whole district.

There has been much talk during recent years of the develop-
ment of pulp and paper manufacturing plants in Southeastern
Alaska. While only one pulp mill has actually been started in
the Tongass National Forest, several applications for permits to
develop power sites which the applicants say are for pulp and
paper mills, are now before the federal government. There is no
question that the Tongass National Forest furnishes a field for
these, with its vast areas and ready accessibility to transporta-

ALASKA SPRUCE. 14 FEET. + INCHES IN DIAMETER

tion. all being located right on the water’s edge where steamers
of any draught may navigate. In this connection, it is worthy
of note that Revillagigedo Island. on which Ketchikan is tocated,
offers approximately 100,000 horsepower in its undeveloped water
sites. These. no doubt, will one day, and not in the distant future,
be utilized. It has even been said on competent authority that
i+ would not be a difficult engineering problem to harness at least
half of these power sites for use in a central location, if at any
time it should be deemed advisable to build one large plant.
With the lumber export business and the pulp and paper
industry in mind, it is certain that the forests will ultimately fur-
nish material for employment for thousands and an opportunity
for capital. It is officially estimated by the foresters that Alaska
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can produce two million tons of paper annually and for all time,
with proper reforesting.

The city business is made up of three substantial department
stores, a wholesale grocery house, two large cold storage plants,
seven canneries, several miles of waterfront with dock facilities
for the largest vessels engaged in the coasting trade, fish houses
and salteries, two daily newspapers, one of which is a2 member
of the Associated Press; g oil tanks of two of leading com-
panies which are supplied by tank steamers direct from the oil
fields: bakeries; a first class automobile service station to cater

RAINBOW FALLS, KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

to the 181 machines in town; several large machine shops and a
marine ways to overhaul the fishing fleets; several substantial
and first class hotels, many grocery stores, hardware stores, phar-
macies, ship chandleries, fur, jewelry and curio shops, haber-
dasheries and clothing establishments. Then it is the headquar-
ters for the United States lighthouse service in Alaska, which
has a depot here from which it operates its lighthouse tenders.
The supervisor of the Tongass National Forest maintains his
offices here, as does the bureau of immigration, and the collector
of customs is represented by an office with three deputy col-
tectors.
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There are four churches in Ketchikan, the Methodist, Epis-
copal, Catholic and Presbyterian and the Seventh Day Adventists
are preparing to build a house of worship. In addition to these,
there is a Christian Science society which meets regularly but
as vet has no edifice of its own. The Salvation Army is building
a home of its own and is an active worker in the community.

Ketchikan is supplied with light and power by a hyvdro-elec-
tric plant. which also furnishes current for cooking in many
homes. The telephone system is equal to that to be found nany
citv. Water for all purposes is furnished from a series of beauti-
ful lakes in the hills back of the city and is of such guality that
the liquid coming from the tap is suitable for any purpose for
which distilled water is demanded. This water system furnishes
sufficient pressure to afford ample fire protection. In fact that
protection is so good that Ketchikan has never known a serious
fire.

Climatically Ketchikan has summers that compare favorably
with those of the coast of Maine, cool enough to be comiortable,
vet warm enough to make one realize that it is summer time.
The winters compare favorably with those of Puget Sound,
as the Japanese current strikes in and warms up the country con-
siderably. The winters in Ketchikan are not as severe as those
of Washington, D. C., while the summers are a joy.

FFor sportsmen there is a paradise in the district surrounding,
where the elusive trout may bhe found in large numbers during
the season, and where in the fall and winter the bird shooting
and deer hunting are all that could be desired. And for athletics
there are all the outdoor forms — baseball, tennis, swimming.
rowing and others—to be found anywhere in the United States.
and the same is true of the indoor sports.

City Officials
Mavor-—Thos Torry
Clerk and Treasurer—] I Johnson
Chief of FFire Dept—F Al Stackpole
Chief of Police—Noah Howell
Councilmen—John Anderson. M J Ducey, Thos Davies, Richard
1Tarris. Axel Osherg, H R Thomp=on

Firm Abbreviations
CLP&W CO—Citizens Light Power & Water Co
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POLK’S

Representing the Business,
Commercial and Manufacturing
Interests of the City
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OF KETCHIKAN

Capital and Surplus

$100,000.00

L R. HECKMAN, President
INO. R, BEEGLE, Vice-President W. A. BATES, Cashier
M. J. HENEGHAN, Vice-President K. JESSEN, Assistant Cashier
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MARINE HARDWARE
FISHERMEN’S SUPPLIES

Hardware
" Groceries
Clothing
Shoes
Rubber Goods
Paints
Chls

Stoves

Fishing Gears
Fishing Tackles
Trolling Spoons

Guns

Ammunition

Traps and
Trappers’ Supplies

Cordage

RAW FURS

Bought and
Sold

GENERAL OUTFITTING

for

Fishermen and Prospectors

KETCHIKAN ALASKA
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DEALER IN

THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE FUR STORE
IN ALASKA

Breeder of the Celebrated

KETCHIKAN ALASKA
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PUBLISHED AT

In the heart of Tongass National Forest
and the Center of the fishing industry
of the North Pacific.

Every passenger liner running to Alaska
enters and clears at the port of Ketchi-
kan, and nearly all other vessels coming
to or leaving Alaska clear at Ketchikan.

The Chronicle is read by everyone in the
Ketchikan district and everyone either
entering or leaving the Territory, there-
fore it presents a good advertising
medium.

EDWARD G. MORRISSEY R. L. BERNARD
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| COLD STOEF

. Sale of Ice and Bait

Freezing, Storage and Packing of Fish,

CAPACITY:
Compressors, 170 tons.
Ice Tanks, 50 tong per day.
Sharp Freezers, 160,000 1bs. of fish.
Storage, 2,500,000 1bs. frozen fish.

Dock Space for Handling, Sorting, Packing for Fresh Shipments
and Mild Curing

CITIZENS LIGHT, POWER AND WATER COMPANY

Two 1,000 H. P. Hydro Electric Units—-

Furnishing Electric Current and Water for Industrial and Daomestia
Purposes.
Electrical Supplies and Equipment,
KETCHIKAN ALASKA
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lills, Inc.

LUMBER AND BOX MANUFACTURERS

CLEAR AND SHOP SPRUCE KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

Pound Tall Salmon Cases and Fresh Fish Boxes Our Speecialty

American Barkentine “Anne Comyn Leoading at Ketchikan Spruce Mills
for Australia

THE FIRST CARGO OF LUMBER EXPORTED FROM ALASKA
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HENRY ERWICK, Propr.

Trolling Gear Halibut Lines

Paints and Oils Guns and Ammunition
Marine Hardware Tools and Brushes
Pipes and Fittings Red Line

Rope and Cordage Lubricating Oil

EN'S OUTFITT

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA




ALASKA-YUKON GAZETTEER (1923-24)

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

BRANCH
aaa

LARGEST cold storage, fish and ice
freezing plant in Alaska.

BEST EQUIPPED supply house for

fishermen in Alaska.

PURCHASER of the largest quantity
of Pacific Ocean fish in Alaska.

HOME of the noted BELLEANNA
BRAND frozen and canned fish.

MILD CURERS, FRESH AND FROZEN FISH
DEALERS AND CANNERS

ESTABLISHED 1868
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ESTABLISHED 1901

Prescription Specialists

Fverything Usually Found
In An Up-to-Date Drug Store

LY

IN ADDITION

Cigars, Tobaccos, Candies, Post Cards,
Cameras and Supplies
Reading Matter

'Agents for U. S. Charts and Tide Tables

AGENCY
Canadian Pacific Rail and Steamship Lines

KETCHIKAN ALASKA
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L. S. FERRIS, Prop.

D —

Headquarters For

CANNERYMEN, MINERS
and TOURISTS

—————a T

CAFE IN CONNECTION

Spacious Sample Rooms

KETCHIKAN ALASKA
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