
Seeking the identity of the boy in this photo, the
man is Rudolph Theodore Herman (Muller ) Miller
of Wentwor th, Rudolph was born at Lobethal, S.A.
in 1859,  the boy is believed to be a grandson, photo
was taken pre 1922 as Rudolph died in December,
1921 at Wentwor th.

Pictured right, is unknown, believed to be a Muller
family member.

Any help appreciated, please contact June Greatz
on (03) 5023 2837
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Public Records Office, Victor ia

Digitised Wills and Probate Records online
The PROV’s intention is to have all the wills up to 1925 (or unit 704) available through the wesite by the
end of June 2007.
I would laso like to add that the whole project (digitised wills, probates and inquests to 1925) and making them
freely available on the website is not due for completion until 2009 with an online  index due for completion in
2008 and then linked to the digitised images ready for the big launch in 2009. It is a huge and lengthly  project
but worth waiting for.

www.prov.gov.vic.au
Shauna Hicks, Senior Manager Access Services
Public Records Office Victoria P.O. Box 2100, North Melbourne, Vic. 3051

Letter from the new Editor
Welcome to the first issue of the the Grapeline under my direction, I hope to carry on the great work produced

by Sue, over the past seven years as Editor. -- Sue, a job well done.
I welcome all members to contribute to these pages, be it new finds, member profiles, help wanted, recently

published family histories, new websites, society news etc or any other article of interest to our members.
Members, please get behind the newsletter and send in your finds and queries. I t is your newsletter.
If possible, please submit photographs in a JPG format and text in RTF format.
No problems with handwritten submissions.

To submit information for newsletter I can be contacted on
(03) 5027 6307
or by email to

robinparker81@hotmail.com
or leave hard copy at the genealogical society rooms for my collection.

*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter.

Coming up
September 11 &  13, 2007

9.30am-4.00pm
All day at MADEC Community Centre

with Leanne Watmuff
Learn how to Conservate and Encapsulate

the society’s old Parish maps

Contact Society for further information
(03) 5022 0172

22 Calder Hwy., Yelta
Mon-Sat 10.00am-4.00pm

Phone Geoff &  Sue Pull on (03) 5025 3330

President’s Repor t
Due to early deadline to this newsletter

there will not be a President’s Report this issue.

Free searchable site
www.nla.gov.au/ferg

I came across this site by accident which is great
for early Australian research. It covers early Australian
periodical publications in the 1840s and covers places
Australia wide.

One section covers the Shipping Gazette of
Sydney General Trade List. It lists what ships were in
port and somethimes gives names of passengers.

One can read the papers online including some
first edition newspapers, which may be of special
interest.

My suggestion is give it a try.



The most frequently asked question amongst
genealogists must surely be: “ How do I  find a death
date?”  We have all been guilty of spending years
and a small for tune on a search for an elusive death
cer tificate. And why do we set such store by finding
a death date?

Firstly, if we  haven’t already unearthed the “native
place”  of our original immigrant, we hope the death
certificate will give us that information. If it does not,
then we can still pin our hopes on the shipping lists
“delivering the goods” . Again we need the death cer-
tificate to tell us “how long in the colonies” .

Secondly, for most of us it becomes a challenge; a
need to overcome the odds; knowing full well that the
finding of a death certificate may re-activate the hunt
or prove a very hollow victory indeed.

Our Victorian death certificates offer the possibility
of three generations of information.But alas, all too
often when the elusive death certificate is found, it
proves disappointingly short of information. But until
we sight that document, the possibility lures us on.

The rewArd if we are lucky will be a complete list-
ing of the deceased person’s children; which may open
up new avenues for research; a burial place perhaps
leading to an informative grave-stone; marriage details
of which we were unaware; perhaps an indication as to
whether the deceased’s spouse was still living; a bonus
rarely given, but worth looking for. Above all, the cer-
tificate may give us the “native place”  or a clue to the
date of arrival.

So where do we start? The obvious place you might
think would be our index to Births, Deaths& Marriages
released by the Victorian Government in December
1985. Many will find their ancestor here without any
difficulty, particularly if names of parents are known or
if the surname is fairly unusual.

But for those who have no background knowledge
and perhaps a relatively common name to search over
an unknown time scale will be left with a very long list
of “possibles” . The present cut off date of 1985 will be
a hindrance for many people. Buying a multitude of
certificates at $17.50 each should be last resort.

Our first aim therefore, should be to reduce the time
span of geographical scope of our search. In dealing
with the time element we may happily also solve the
problem of place.

Start by setting down all known facts about the
deceased in an effort ton pin down a useful date of a
known place. Was he or she married? How many chil-
dren? Did any marry? Did deceased’s spouse remarry?
From the answers to these sorts of questions do you
have enough information to make any educated guess-
es? Enough clues to apply for a certificate to birth or
marriage.

The birth of a child, preferably the last born child of
your ancestor will give you a place to start a search; it
will establish the mother is alive at the time of the birth
and the father alive 9 months prior to that date You will
also learn the names of all previous issue and can pur-

sue some of the other suggestions which follow. Of
course, this birth certificate may enable you to obtain
the parents marriage certificate (if such exists) and that
may lead to the birthplace of your ancestor also.

The marriage certificate of a child of the deceased
may indicate whether the parents were living or dead at
the time. In the case of a miner, the parent may have
given consent.

The father’s occupation may suggest another
avenue for research. Many occupations are subject to
government registration or control, others involve
membership of a professional body. Useful records
may be available through the State Library, Public
Records Office or Melbourne University Library.
Some professional records may include date of death.
Again, the place of marriage may be a starting point for
your search, particularly if it is the bride is the the fam-
ily connection.

If the deceased’s spouse remarried the marriage
place may be relevant to your search. The date of wid-
owhood may be stated on the new marriage certificate.
In the absence of a date of widowhood, keep an open
mind and do not assume that the marriage took place
after the former spouse died. My great great grand-
mother remarried by her maiden name omitting both
the former marriage took place or three surviving chil-
dren of that marriage existed.

If luck has smiled upon you, there is now a date to
start from; and perhaps a place also. You can search the
other records suggested with a lot more confidence.
Remember the more you know of your ancestor’s fam-
ily and connections, the more certainly you can pin-
point the right individual in the records. You may find
you can now locate your ancestor in the BDM index.

In writing down all of the known facts about your
ancestor, I’m sure you did not neglect and family mem-
orabilia in your possession. Any books handed down
through the family should be thoroughly searched in
case anything  has been inserted within the pages.
Baptism cards, memorial cards, obituary notices are
often 

placed within the pages of the family bible or other
valued books for safekeeping. If a photograph exists of
the missing ancestor, it maybe able to date by clothing
being worn or if there is a photographers name, may be
able to date by their name. The Mechanical Eye by
Alan Davies and Peter Stanbury, Oxford University
Press, 1985 which has a comprehensive listing of 19th
Century photographers  in Australia together with date
spans and addresses.

Have you neglected any human resources? The rel-
atives who may have had contacts you didn’t suspect?
I recently discovered one of my mother’s cousins in
Sydney, his parents and my mother’s parents were
brothers and sisters, two brothers married two sisters,
this connection has given me photographs passed down
over the past 150 years and a wealth of family infor-
mation.

Elderly relatives may not be able to pin down a date

FOUND THAT ELUSIVE CERTIFICATE



or even a year, but they may be able to relate their
memories to events in their own lives. Ask questions
like; was your grandmother still alive when you started
school or did she come to your wedding.

Supposing that your endeavours to date have yield-
ed absolutely no clues, you are still free to pursue all of
the following suggestions, but it will be a wider search
and possibly costly as you will have to follow every
possible lead until some positive identification is made.

Those who have established a date at which the
deceased was still alive will find that our Public
Records Office has much to offer and it is all free.

You could search the inquest index which covers
the period 1840-1959. This will give name, place of
death, verdict as to cause of death, date of death and
sometimes, age of deceased. The actual inquest file
may yield a great deal of useful information. The more
recent files may also contain photographs, usually of
the corpse.

If you now have a date and place, it may also be
worth looking at the listing under surname unknown.

The Probate Index should also be checked, remem-
bering that only a small percentage of people made
wills and many intestates would have been too poor to
have come under the notice of the Probate Office. The
index covers the period up until 1959. If a possible
candidate in found, the entry will give you name, date
of death, place, to whom granted and date of grant. It
should be noted if grant was Probate or Letters of
Administration. If probate granted before 1917, the
Will Book should be consulted (on film in city search
room). The will itself will not be attached to the file
held by the P.R.O. Sighting the original Will at the
Probate Office will cost approximately $25. However
the files held by the P.R.O. often contain valuable
genealogical data and sometimes include inventories of
the deceased’s possessions and statutory declarations
from family members.

Those with non-British ancestors may find the
Naturalisation Index helpful. The index includes name
and file number (which is required when seeking fur-
ther details from the Australian Archives in Canberra
where these records are held). Some of these index
entries also include age, birthplace, occupation and
address.

If you know where your ancestor lived in Victoria
at any stage, there a further records you can search at
the P.R.O. Some of the early Land Selection Acts have
been indexed and these roughly embrace the period
from 1865 to the turn of the century. A recent grant has
enabled the land files to be sorted and classified, result-
ing in many previously “missing files”  coming to light.
These files contain a great many personal letters from
selectors, in fact a letter in my great grandfather’s file
gave me the clue I needed to find my great grandmoth-
er’s death certificate, after I had spent a small fortune
on five year searched in the period before the release of
the B.D.M index. 

Earlier land transaction may be traced in the
Results of Land Auctions 1849-1863 at the City Search
Room or followed up at the Registrar Generals

Department at Will iam &  Lonsdale Sts.,
Melbourne.Your ancestor would be traceable in these
records if he sold land under General Law, Land usual-
ly changes when an ancestor dies and this is often made
clear on the title when executors names appear.

Any involvement with land may be followed up
through municipal rate books. Many of these are held
at the P.R.O and many more are still in the hands of the
councils or local historical societies. The information
from these may lead you on to a change of ownership
(which may indicate that your ancestor had died) or to
enable you to trace the title through the Titles Office.
Do not neglect the name of your ancestor’s property or
home should it come to light. It may have been named
after the home parish, the family farm or the ship he
came out on.

At this stage, electoral rolls may be worth looking
at if they exist for the period you are researching. And
of course, our old standby, the directory now comes
into its own if you have a starting lace. Electoral rolls
of the 20th century are of particular value in tracing
women. The directories are useful if a woman is wid-
owed or single. To find a married woman through the
directories, we usually need an address or her hus-
band’s name or trade.

If you locate your ancestors name in an electoral
roll or directory and follow it through year by year, its
disappearance may indicate he or she died around that
time. It may equally mean the family moved elsewhere
or it may mean your ancestor became too frail to live
alone and was taken elsewhere to be cared for possibly
by a relative.

One more excellent source is the local cemetery
card index or microfiche at your local genealogical
society, will give a name and place of burial in most
cases last known address. The amount of information
will depend on the completeness of the original
records.

Those of you who have come this far without dis-
covering the date of death can now consider yourself in
the “desperate”  category. You must trace any and all
relatives of your ancestor in the hope that some other
family member will give better information on a cer-
tificate which will lead you to the same information
you seek from your ancestors death certificate.

There are more useful records available than you
will ever find time to search, but for those of you in the
desperate category, success is now likely to be more a
matter of luck. The clue may be anywhere, in Criminal
Trial Briefs or government files at the P.R.O. or in
“Victoria and its Metropolis”  at your local library or at
the G.S.V. If you have managed to fix upon a place
where your ancestor lived at some stage, read every-
thing you can about it. Municipal directories and their
listings of  office bearers of local organizations, histo-
ries of the town, and local newspapers. Most newspa-
pers are available at the State Library in the second
floor newspaper reading room.Your ancestor's name
may come to light in a most unexpected way. If it is
possible to visit the place where he lived, do so. Talk to
old residents who may remember something of value.



Look at the honour rolls in local halls, schools and
churches if that seems appropriate.

If you are among the fortunate and find that elusive
death date, then work it to death. Obtain the certificate
if one exists; try to visit the grave in search of a head-
stone. At the very least, pay if necessary for cemetery
records which may tell you who paid for the grave and
who else is buried in the plot.

Remember to check newspapers for funeral notices
and obituaries, not forgetting “Bereavements Thanks”
notices in the subsequent years, “ In Memorium”
notices. I discovered an elusive date through an “ In
Memorium” notice which appeared 10 years after the
death it commemorated. There had been no notices
between the death of my great great grandmother and
that notice. The daughter who inserted it added the
rider “also my dear father who passed away 20th
February, 1900” . The year was incorrect, but near
enough for my purposes. But he had died 20 years
before his wife.

Whilst time may have done its worst with your
ancestor’s remains, finding that death date may help
you “ flesh out his skeleton for posterity’s sake. The
search for a death date may not always result in getting
it, but it seldom fails to provide some new information.
Even when our search leads to a death certificate, the
information we find in the search often helps to con-
firm that we have the correct certificate. With three
“possibles”  of the right name, of the right age in the
right suburb in the BDM Index, all with unknown par-
ents, I bought all three certificates. One listed a wife

which eliminated him; the other two had no marriage
details, but one had died in the lunatic asylum and had
inquest details available. The inquest file had evidence
from his wife which confirmed him as mine, not even
a lunatic, but a frail old man needing constant attention
and a large family visiting him several times a week
over a long period.

For those desperate who still have not dug up their
ancestor, there is a check list of questions to ask:

(a) Have you considered every possible variation in
spelling.

(b) Is there any possibility that he was known by a
different name?

(c) Can you be sure that he did die in this state? Or
even in Australia?

In the case of (c) the G.S.V. Strays Index maybe
worth checking, and the entries for marine deaths on
the BDM Index and I would certainly extend my search
to interstate death indexes, probate and inquest index-
es, cemetery records and stray’s indexes.

And one final work. All the indexes have a large
number of people listed under the surname
UNKNOWN. The awful truth is that these are some-
body’s relatives. I hope not yours.

Special thanks to Ancestor and the G.S.V. to
publish the above story on pages 4 to 7 of this
newsletter for members who have not accessed
Ancestor as yet.

Past copies are available in the society library to
those who would like to catch up.

I t seems like more and more people these days
are getting involved in the research of their family
histor ies.

Most of us uncover information which is the usual
predictable stuff, dates of birth, marriages and deaths
and maybe a little history like occupation or cause of
death.

This story involved a lady in America who was
diligently recording her families history for the gener-
ations to come. A cousin supplied the only known pho-
tograph of her gg uncle Remus Starr, showing him on
the gallows, with a rope around his neck. On the back
of the picture there was a note which stated, Remus
Starr, horse thief, sent to Montana Territorial Prison,
1885, escaped 1887, robbed the Mointana Flyer
Railroad six times, caught by Pinkerton Detectives,
convicted and hanged in 1889.

The family genealogist thought about what entry
she was gointg to make in her family history about
Uncle Remus, this was after all for posterity! After
some consideration she wrote... Remus Star was a
famous cowboy in the Montana Territory. His business
empire grew to include valuable equestrian assets and
intimate dealings with the Montana Railroad.
Beginning in 1885, he devoted several years of his life
to service in ae government facility, finally taking

leave to resume his dealings with the railroad. In 1887,
he was a key player in a vital investigation run by the
renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Uncle
Remus passed away during an important civic function
held in his honor, when the platform on which he was
standing suddenly collapsed.

Things aren’ t always what they seem

ANCESTORS
If you could see your ancestors
all standing in a row,
Would you be proud of them or not,
or don’t you really know?
Some strange discoveries are made
in climbing family trees,
And some of them, you know,
do not particularly please.

If you should see your ancestors
all standing in a row,
There might be some of them, perhaps
you would not care to know.
But there’s another question which
requires a different view.
If you could meet your
ancestors, would they be proud of you.



Society I tems for Sale
Sunraysia Daily Indexes $20.00 
Merbein Cemetery Index $25.00
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index $25.00
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910 $10.00
Society Coffee Mugs $10.00
Settler in the Sun Conference Books $5.00
Wall Charts — Seven Generations $1.50

Another unidentified photo submitted this time by
Librar ian Lynn Grant. Photograph is of a fr iend of
Herb Ger lach, of Bayswater, Melbourne c1910 only
identified as Louie, .
From prized postcards in Lynn’s collection once
belonging to her grandfather, Louie’s initials are given
several times as  C.L.F.
Photograph by A. Marks & Co., Elgin Street, Carlton.
Any thoughts on her identity, please contact Lyn Grant
on  (03) 5023 6753.

The new book Who’s Who of Australian Women
2007 has finally ar r ived and gives mention of three
women from Mildura, one entry is quite lengthy of
our late member Sylvia Soutter who sadly passed
away on Apr il 24 this year. Check this book out, am
sure you will enjoy.

Var ious digital cameras on show
At our August meet-

ing, we were for tunate
enough to have John
Clark from Ramsay
Camera Store  and
Kevin de Lacy of L ion
&  Blue Photography,
Hahndor f, S.A. in
attendance to explain
digital cameras and
their operation and
which camera was ideal
for var ious require-
ments.

Our Librarian Lynn was most interested and am
sure found some interesting ideas to help in her photo-
graphing of the Mildura cemetery headstones.

Kevin  spoke on the various effects of photoghra-

phy, photo composition and also various computer
software packages for producing, storing and viewing
photographs. All of our members in attendance took
great interest in both speakers.

For members interested, Kevin and his wife
Natasha have a website: www.lionandblue.net

Both talks were very informative and  quite
humourous at times to those in attendance.

I am hopeful of the advice I was given on the rea-
son for my digital camera losing its battery charge on a
daily basis, only time will tell, but after a week charge
is still showing full, appreciate the new batteries which
were free of charge, thanks John another satisfied cus-
tomer.

John holds camera courses free of charge when you
purchase through Ramsay Camera Store and also will
teach camera owners for a fee of $40 for non pur-
chasers.



by Robin Parker
In June I  was for tunate enough to have a distant

relative and fellow family researcher visit Sunraysia
for several days.

Francisco and Veronica Haro of Stewarton,
Ayrshire flew out to Australia as a celebration of their
25th wedding anniversary and to visit Veronica’s
cousins in Perth and later meet up with my wife
Marlene and myself for the first time in Adelaide.
Cisco arrived with a vast amount of knowledge and
handfuls of Scottish maps, documents and gifts.

Francisco and I met via Rootsweb.com in 2003,
when I left a message looking for information on James
Watson and Janet Bannerman who married at
Kilwinning, Ayrshire on September 14, 1850.

Janet Bannerman, a sister of Francisco’s gg grand-
father Robert Bannerman married James Watson a
brother to my gg grandfather Andrew Watson.

It was through Cisco that I was able to gain huge
amounts of information on Ayrshire and Lanarkshire in
particular and our connecting families and Scotland in
general.

Cisco and Veronica are both deaf, and all concerned
got on extemely well wherever we went. Cannot wait
to we meet again, hopefully in 2009 if plans eventuate.

Amongst the material from Scotland was an old
1909 Ordnance Survey Map of Glasgow and also a
copy of another Glasgow map dated 1778, two maps of
the home town Kilwinning, Ayrshire 1840 and 1889,
two framed Kilwinning street scenes on canvas, one of
which shows the Inn which belonged to my ggg grand-
parents between 1840 and 1859, a book on Kilwinning
Past and Present, a Scottish Historian’s Glossary, a
Statistical Account of Kilwinning 1791-1799, 1834-
1845 and also 1951. The complete guide A-Z Guide to
Early Occupations and another booklet on Causes of
Death and Old Medical Terms. All of which are inter-
esting to the researcher.

CD’s and DVD’s previously sent to me are the 1851
and 1861 Ayrshire Census index, Memories of Mining
in Scotland, Auld Ayrshire, Kilmaurs Parish and Burgh

by Duncan McNaught, History of Kilmarnock by
Archibald McKay, 1898-1899 Irvine Post Office
Directory, Kilwinning Post Cards Volume 1 & 2, Doon
the Watter (Glasgow life in the early 1950s), The Lands
of Cunninghame, and Squatter and Saints.

Cisco is a keen woodturner in his spare time,
brought with him a Clock and Potpouri Bowl he had
made as gifts for my wife Marlene, thanks Cisco and
Veronica.

Cisco was most impressed with the records held in
Mildura and also the historic artifacts in the Mildura
Historical Society and also at Langtree Hall, A special
thanks to Thea and Barbie for all of their help, most
appreciated.

While in Mildura an evening was spent with
Marian and Alan Hassett, all had a wonderful time.
Thank you Marian and Alan for a very enjoyable and
entertaining evening.

Scottish researcher visits

Francisco and Veronica at the M ildura
Woodturning Group Studio.

Evening hosts, Alan and
Mar ian Hassett

Clock and Potpour i Bowl
handmade in Yew Timber
and adorned with Scotch Thistle



Seeking passengers of the
“ Moreton Bay”

To mark National Family Week in Australia,
Findmypast.com is running a unique challenge on
its website to find the relatives of the passengers
who travelled on the first Australian government
liner, the Mor ton Bay.

The first voyage of the Morton Bay to Australia
took place on December 6, 1921. The liner departed
Tilbury in East London, arriving in Brisbane 43 days
later with 762 passengers on board.

A facinating two minute movie “Passenger lists:
People on the move”  showing the departure from
Tilbury can be viewed for free on the home page of
www.findmy past.com. until September 30, 2007.

Visitors registering on the site will also be able to
view the transcript and colour images of the original 20
page passenger list for free.

Visitors will need to download a small piece of soft-
ware called DjVu to view the image - a link and full
instructions are provided online.

The detailed passenger list gives the names, ages,
occupations and also the last address in the U.K. of
each family member travelling, invaluable information
for anyone trying to trace their British roots.

To take part in the challenge, entrants need to match
the faces in the film to the names on the list and prove
to findmypast that they’ re related to them by sending in
their family tree.

This can be done by sending an existing GEDCOM
file to the treebuilder on findmypast or create a new
family tree on tree builder. They then need to send an
email to mortonbaychallenge@findmypast giving their
user name.

To help them todo this, findmypast has uploaded a
gallery of numbered stills from the movie, and provid-
ed a forum to debate the identity of the passengers with
family and friends.

The company is hoping that the challenge will cap-
ture people’s imagination and engage as wide a range
combine their efforts in a remarkable social history
project.

Elaine Collins, Commercial Director at findmyp-
capturing the excitement and anticipatiption of the pas-
sengers as tghey embarked on a new, and hopefully

better life on the other side of the world.
The first 50 people to prove a connection to one of

the passengers in the film or in the list will receive a
reward of a free 30 day Voyager subscription usually
worth 25 pounds.

In addition to the Morton Bay voyage, findmy-
past.com has full colour images and transcripts of
97,704 passenger lists from the British ports to long-
distance destinations worldwide between 1890 and
1929 including  6,278 lists to Australia Over the com-
ing months lists for 1930 to 1960 will be added.

New Members
We would like to welcome as new members to

the Genealogical Society:
Debbie Renwick of I rymple

Valma Lewis of Mildura
We trust you will enjoy your time with us, and

happy hunting.

Increased embargo
Some months ago we aler ted members to the fact
that sometime in the latter per iod of this year, the
Victor ian Registry of BDMs would inclrease the
embargo per iod for unrestr icted access to indexes
and cer tificates of bir th records from 75 to 100
years. That change was implemented on August 1,
2007.

Old Bailey Cour t
website

A fully searchable online edition of the largest
body of texts detailing the lives on non-elite people
ever published, containing accounts of over 100,000
cr iminal tr ials held at London’s central cr iminal
cour t. Tr ials range from Apr il 1674 to October
1834.

There are various types of trials for one to view
ranging from Assault, Fraud, Murder, Offences against
the King, Sexual Offences, Theft, Highway Robbery,
Larceny, Shoplifting, Receiving Stolen Property,
Various Punishments, Forgery, Imprisonment, Pillory
and Whipping, Transportation, London in the 18th,
Black Communities of London and much more.

You can download copies of original judgements
and maps of the era, take note of original spelling.

The proceedings of the Old Bailey can be seen on
www.oldbaileyonline.org

A punishment summary from the Old Bailey
October 14, 1680.

There were in all eight persons that received the
Sentence of Death; Ralph Markland to be Drawn and
Hanged, being convicted of High Treason, for
Clipping. Francis Nicholson, for Murdering
Gentleman at Hampton, to be hanged till dead and his
body hung up in chains on Hounslow-Heath. John
Watkins for killing watchman in Ivy Lane which the
Law made Murder.



New Office Bearers for 2007-8

President: Graeme Butler
also Carnegie Centre

Representative

L ibrar ian &
Newsletter Reviewer :

Lynn Grant

Treasurer : Malcolm Williams
also Carnegie Centre

Representative

Secretary:
Raylee Schultz

Vice President: Barry Adams
also Carnegie Centre

Representative

Research Officer :
Thelma Bock

Asst. Research Officer :
June Greatz

Cater ing Officer : Nola Edwards

Webmaster :
Flo Carruthers

Asst. News Editor : Ron OxleyNewsletter Editor : Robin Parker

Asst. Secretary &  Public Officer :
Kaylene Char les



Madec Headquar ters almost complete
Following the AGM in July guest speaker was

Mark Ross, Marketing Manager of Madec who out-
lined the new headquar ters in Deakin Avenue, from
its street appeal to its design and construction.

The new Wesley complex will house MADEC’s
administration and employment related services, (Job
Network, Harvest Labour Office, Personal Support
Program, Disability Employment Network, Work for
the Dole and the National Harvest Information
Service.) meeting rooms and community space.

MADEC’s campus at 339 Deakin Avenue will con-
tinue with its training facilities and allowing expansion
for the growth of community groups and also expan-
sion of MADEC’S Education and Training Services all
under the one roof.

The New building has 1530 sq. metres of floor area,
externally the most distinctive element of the building
is its curved facade that circumscribes the existing
church, internally the dominant feature of the building
is the double volume central atrium with a rammed
earth wall running down the length for the full height
of one side. The atrium helps to provide natural light
throughout the building and improved ventilation. The
latest in design features including window and blind
control, stormwater re-use, solar panels and well insu-
lated lightweight construction and rammed earth walls
to provide thermal mass.

Air condidioning is the biggest energy user in a
building and can greatly reduce the life cycle costs, The
following strategies have been implemented to help
manage these effects.

Night purge mode on the air conditioning system
will be provided to enable full fresh air to be delivered
to the space when conditions are suitable. This mode of
operation will cool the thermal mass of the building
using the cool external night air temperatures when the
building fabric temperature has heated during the day.
The Mildura area has a high day/night temperature
swing making this mode of operation effective.

Multiple air conditioning units to facilitate after
hours operation on a zoned basis. Appropriate themal
zoning will ensure accurate temperature control and
outdoor air will be introduced via the air conditioning
system and non-ozone-depleted refrigerants will min-
imise greenhouse gas emissions and global warming.

In the future a 10kW grid connected solar power
system may be incorporated to reduce the impact of the
building on the electricity grid.

Mark being presented with a gift folloing the enjoy-
able presentation by new President, Graeme Butler.

South Afr ican Graves &  Memor ials of Australian’s of the Boar War 1899-1902
www.hagsoc.org.au/sagraves/nmcdb/nmcdb-search.php
Index to Tasmanian Convicts
http://portal.archives.tas.gov.au/menu.aspx?search=11
Australia Place Name Search
www.ga.gov.au/map/names/
Australian Women’s Archive Project
www.womenaustralia.info/register_home.htm
Timeline of Cornish History
www.cornwell.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=5749
I llustrated Times 1857 London
www.angelfire.com/folk/ship/
Indigenous Australians at War
www.fortunecity.com/meltingpot/statuepark/620/index.html

Surfing the Web for Family Histor ians

Last month the society lost a member and a
former member in Geoffrey Ralph who died on

July 25 and Faye Jeanes passed away after a shor t
illness on July 27.

On June 9, member Leanne Watmuff lost her
mother-in-lawJoyce Watmuff suddenly

Sincerest sympathy to all families.



Cemetery maps
required

The society is looking for any cemetery plans for its
collection, if members have plans from various ceme-
teries no longer required or if copies can be taken from
them, please drop them into the society rooms.

Parking permits
Mildura Rural City Council have issued new

Parking permits for for use of members in the rear
carpark behind the Carnegie Centre. Please note no
permit required for parking over the weekend is
required.

Please return to society after use, they are for all
members and not just a select few.

Merbein Cemetery
Books on sale

More Merbein Cemetery Books have been released
for sale, for those requiring books contact the Society.
The Red Cliffs cemetery books are also on sale at he
great price of $25, All proceeds go to the Mildura
Genealogical Society

Legacy software
meeting

The next family tree class using the popular Legacy
software will be held at the Carnegie Centre on
Wednesday, September 3 at 6.30pm.

BOOKS
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MURRAY SHIPPING - Donated by June Greatz BAY 7 SHELF 1
2007 MELBOURNE AND SURROUNDS STREET DIRECTORY 42ND EDITION BAY 7 SHELF 2
40 YEARS OF MALLEE MOTORING: A HISTORY OF THE MILDURA VINTAGE
VEHICLES CLUB - Donated by Ian Hinks BAY 10 SHELF 2
A CONCISE HISTORY OF IRELAND - Donated by June Greatz BAY 2 SHELF 4
ADELAIDE AROUND AUSTRALIA PROGRAM - Donated by June Greatz BAY 2 SHELF 4
CITY OF MOUNT GAMBIA: A BRIEF HISTORY OF ITS DISCOVERY,
FOUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT - Donated by June Greatz BAY 9 SHELF 2
DINKUM OIL: LETTERS TO BALLARAT FROM THE GREAT WAR BAY 9 SHELF 2
FAMILY TREE OF TRAUGOTT NOSKE AND HIS WIFE JOHANNE AUGUSTE
LEHMANN 1834 - 1982 - Donated by June Greatz BAY 8 SHELF 3
FINDING YOUR STORY: A RESOURCE MANUEL TO THE RECORDS OF THE
STOLEN GENERATIONS IN VICTORIA Bay 1 SHELF 2
GYMPIE PIONEER REGISTER PRE 1900 BAY 9 SHELF 3
HISTORY OF THE GOL GOL WETLANDS - Donated by June Greatz BAY 9 SHELF 3
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL MAGAZINE 2001 - Donated by June Greatz BAY 7 SHELF 1
PERILOUS VOYAGES TO THE NEW LAND - Donated by Nola Edwards BAY 7 SHELF 1
R.A.C.V. VICROADS COUNTRY STREET DIRECTORY OF VICTORIA BAY 7 SHELF 2
THE INTERNATIONAL WHO’S WHO 1988 - 89 - Donated by Nola Edwards BAY 8 SHELF 1
THE SHAMROCK STORY - Donated by June Greatz BAY 10 SHELF 1
WHO’S WHO OF AUSTRALIAN WOMEN: EMBRACE THE JOURNEY
2007 EDITION BAY 8 SHELF 1

CD-ROM’S
BEMBOKA CEMETERY NSW, AUSTRALIA 1884 - 2004
- Donated by AFTC PUBLISHING P/L

GENO 3 COMPUTER
CANDELO CEMETERY NSW, AUSTRALIA 1879 - 2004 - Donated by AFTC
PUBLISHING P/L GENO 3 COMPUTER
HEADSTONE PHOTOGRAPHS GENO 2 COMPUTER
KAMERUKA & TANTAWANGLO CEMETERIES 1848 - 2004  1922 - 2004 -
Donated by AFTC PUBLISHING P/L GENO 3 COMPUTER
MEMORIALS OF THE DEAD: IRISH MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS VOL 2 GENO 3 COMPUTER
WOLUMLA CEMETERY NSW, AUSTRALIA 1874 - 2004 - Donated by AFTC
PUBLISHING P/L GENO 3 COMPUTER
WYNDHAM CEMETERY 1881 - 2004 - Donated by AFTC PUBLISHING P/L GENO 3 COMPUTER

Library additions with Lynn Grant



Society receives a
$2500 grant

St. Joseph’s year 8
visit societies

The Mildura Genealogical Society has recently
been awarded a grant of $2500 by the State
Government to conservate and encapsulate old
par ish maps.

The society currently has about 80 maps in its pos-
session. Commencing on September 11, 2007 from
9.30am to 4pm. Kitchen facilities provided.

Society member Leanne Watmuff of the Wentworth
Library has agreed to teach volunteers how to conser-
vate and encapsulate the plans for future generations to
enjoy. Thanks Leanne, much appreciated.

Once trained the volunteers to work over the next
six months to finish the conservation and encapsula-
tion of the plans.

All members interested in participating, contact the
society. It is an all day course at Madec Community
Centre at the Mildura High School, Deakin Avenue,
Mildura.

A guide to scanning
photographs

A digital copy/file is easily made by scanning
your photographs, slides or negatives with a scan-
ner. A scanner works much like an ordinary photo
copier but will produce a digital file that can be
used on a computer instead of a paper pr int.

These files are saved and stored on the computer or
compact disc. Currently the best storage medium for
digital images is the single sided compact disc.

Compact discs vary greatly in quality and it can be
almost impossible to obtain information on a disc’s
archival quality from manufacturers. The best advice
we can give is to buy the high quality discs. Try to
avoid reusable discs (rewritables) and store a copy of
your discs in a cool and dark conditions.

Many people these days have their own scanners,
however it is possible to get your photographs scanned
in most camera or film processing shops and also in
photo restoration businesses. It is not expensive.

If possible keep a second set of discs away from
home as a back up in case of fire or theft.

The Mildura Genealogical Society has two scan-
ners for members to use or if unfamiliar a duty person
may be able to scan photos for you.

Attention ALL Members
Any member wishing to volunteer for the Duty Roster.

New volunteers always welcome.
Enjoy a day out meeting existing members and visitors.

Please contact Kaylene Charles on

(03) 5021 4763

Mildura Histor ical and Mildura Genealogical
Society’s joined forces on August 8, to show the
year 8 student’s of St. Joseph’s College Mildura
what assets both societies contained.

A total of 34 students took part which kept Barbie
Cornell in the Historical Society busy and Kaylene
Charles and Ann Newbury in the Genealogical Society
in a similar state of activity.

All students appeared to enjoyed the outing and see
what assets the two societies hold in their collections.

September speaker
The guest speaker at the next meeting on

September 3, 2007 will be Leanne Watmuff of
Cur lwaa giving a talk on her tr ip to Salt Lake City
and and research in the UK, which is not to be
missed.

Leanne is an experienced researcher and a great
speaker in general and am sure she will pass on all of
her researching knowledge to the rest of us who may
be having problems with various connections.

Am sure we all have trouble finding someone in
our past, whether it is an ancestor or not knowing
where to search next.

October speakers
At the following meeting on October 1, 2007 we

have the long awaited duo, Flo Curuthers and Lynn
Grant, which should be another very enjoyable
evening and no doubt include a bit of humour.

Both of these speakers are researching in the UK
also and am sure we will all find something of interest
and possibly help in our own reseach at the same time

Again Flo and Lynn are well into their respective
family research.

With the weather improving it would be great to
see a large turnout at the future monthly meetings and
see the not so familiar faces.

Searching in Sussex,
Surrey or Kent

www.thesussexweald.org
An interesting site for reseachers in the Sussex

area. On this  site I found a small tree of my GGG
Grandparents, John Goldsmith and Patty Walls, John
was an Innkeeper in Buxted, Sussex, another GGG
Grandfather Jonas Cooter was an Innkeeper in Lewes,
Sussex at same time, this makes 3 GGG grandfather’s
being Innkeepers as also have George Watson in
Kilwinning, Ayrshire in the same occupation. This site
also gives photos and maps and various known trees
for the interested researcher.



Rubbish tip yeilds treasure
One man’s rubbish, another man’s treasure cer-

tainly rang true when a wooden box found in a chest
of drawers at  a local rubbish tip contained diar ies
and letters belonging to the late Mr Andrew
McClymont of Wentwor th were uncovered.

These records dated from the early 1840s yeilded a
wealth of information on the Wentworth district and
also the McClymont’s here and in Ross & Cromerty,
Scotland. The records were given to the Mildura
Historical Society for safe keeping.

It is known Andrew McClymont was born at
Gairloch, Ross & Cromerty in 1820 and was baptised
on May 2, 1820, the second son of Anthony and
Anabella McClymont m.s. Clark.

Known sibblings of Andrew were: Andrew baptised
on May 2, 1818, Alexander baptised on May 18, 1821,
Isabella baptised on April 8, 1823 and James baptised
on July 2, 1825.

Andrew McClymont arrived in the fledgling port of
Melbourne in 1842 accompanied by his younger broth-
er James.

Andrew’s early years in the colonies consisted of
trading livestock, mainly in Victoria, but also as far
afield as Sydney and Adelaide. Between 1847 and
1855, most of his trading activities appear to be centred
aroung the Lower Daling and adjacent areas of the
Murray. By this time , he appears to be a man of sub-
stantial means, and had married his first wife in 1854.

By 1856, Andrew had completed his livestock deal-
ing and was a storekeeper athe Murray-Darling
Junction where he finally settled down. In 1857, he
became postmaster, a position which he held until 1862
when he became the first stock instector at Wentlorth.
He no longer had time for his postal duties.

The McClymont Cottage was probably built during
the mid 1850s, although it is difficult to say with any
degree of certainty. When Chief Constable Simon
McDonald was appointed to Wentworth in 1860, he
rented the cottage from Andrew.

It also appears likely that the residence may have

been the place for early court proceedings, because the
court house was not built until 1863.

Andrew McClymont’s first wife died in 1858 and
the following year he married Sarah McGeorge, who
bore him eleven children. On July 12, 1882, Andrew
was seized by a fit of coughing while signing a permit
for travelling sheep and died suddenly.

Andrew left Wentworth and its surrounding dis-
tricts a wonderful legacy of diaries and account books,
with valuable knowledge, not only of stock numbers
and movements, but also of early development in the
area. His papers reveal a kindly, generous, meticulous
and honest man, who supported church, school and rac-
ing club. His earlier stock trading activities indicate a
certain entrepreneurial skill, with a canniness and
financial acumen perhaps derived from his Scottish
heritage.

Headstone of Andrew McClymont and family in
the Wentwor th cemetery N.S.W.

Left: the or iginal home of Andrew McClymont
in Wentwor th.



Book Review by Robin Parker “ Sinking of the Quetta”
The Quetta, an interesting read from our library

only a shor t book easily read overnight, with
enough interest to keep the pages turning. 

Passengers aboard the English bound steam packet
Quetta heard, rather than felt, the slight impact as the
ship’s hull scraped some submerged object in Torres
Strait. The engine dropped revs, but picked them up
again almost immediately.

At any rate, no one seemed unduly alarmed for the
steamer continued smoothly on her course at a steady
speed. She probably hit a log, somebody said.

Three minutes later, it was all over. The Quetta was
on her way to the bottom, 70 feet below and more than
160 of her complement were dieing in her, around her
or doomed to slower death in the darkness above.

The worst shipping disaster in the history of  Torres
Strait had been caused, not by a log but a submerged
pinnacle of rock that had slit open her hull with the
precision of a surgeon’s scalpel.

More that 130 bodies were recovered and at least
another 30 of those on board Quetta were never recov-
ered.

Most of those who survived did so because they
were able to grab some floating wreckage. But there
were some who dog-paddled for 36 hours before rescue
came.

The story of the Torres Strait horror really began
back in 1881, the year the 2154 ton 2000-hp Quetta
was launched to join her sister ship, Tarora, on the UK-
Queensland run.

When Quetta left Cooktown on February 25, 1890,
for the return voyage to England, after almost 10 years
of incident free sailing, she was under the command of
a comparatively new master, Captain Alfred Sanders,
who had little experience navigating the dangerous
reef-studded strait between Albany and Adolphus
Islands of Cape York.

Not that Sanders was left entirely to his own
devices for the ship carried an experienced Torres Strait
pilot named Keating, who edged the ship over the gen-
eral course set by the captain.

Deciding to sail along the safest possibly course,
Sanders told Keating to proceed, not by the usual route
but through the outer passage between Albany and
Adolphus Islands, that was believed to be free of reefs.

At 9pm on February 28, groups of the steamer’s
passengers leaned on the upper deck rails caught in the
beauty of the moon’s clear light shimmering on the sur-
face of the dead-calm sea.

Others, down in the saloons, joined in community
singing or played cards. Most of the children were in
bed but there were a few still about.

Quetta was making a smooth 12 knots when
Captain Sanders, for some unknown reason, ordered a
change of course. That was when those on deck heard
a slight scraping sound.

But if the almost gentle impact meant nothing to
those in the vessel’s upper sections, it was a little dif-

ferent deep below, where before their eyes, crewmen
saw a knife of rock pierce the hull and rip through six
compartments from the bow to the engine room.

The ship’s carpenter was racing down a compan-
ionway to see what was happening, when he was
stopped in his tracks by the force of the explosion as
inrushing waters burst the boilers, killing all the stok-
ers on duty.

Within minutes, Quetta was well down by the bow
while those passengers still sleeping in their bunks had
no hope as water burst down doors, flooding cabins to
the ceilings.

On deck and above the clang of alarm bells sound-
ed throughout the ship. Captain Sander’s voice, ampli-
fied by a megaphone, ordered the crew to boat stations
and told the passengers to move aft.    

Tragically, life-boat drill was not compulsory and
few passengers even knew where the boats were.
Actually it took the sinking of the Titanic, 22 years
later, to make this drill compulsory.

The crew did their best trying to guide passengers
to the boat stations but by now the Quetta was going
down so quickly that scores panicked and hurled them-
selves into the sea to be clear when the steamer began
her plunge.

A few men managed to get two lifeboats away but
while they were wrestling with the davits and lines,
men, women and children, some screaming hysterical-
ly, began scrambling up the tilting deck, as the stern
rose higher. Finally, the stricken ship stood at a 45-
degrees angle.

For about half a minute, she remained motionless,
then the hull took in a few more hundred tons of water
and she eased herself below the surface, leaving only
jets of steam spiralling in the air.

Quetta went down so swiftly that she left in her
wake a huge whirlpool that gripped scores of those
struggling in the boiling water, drew them into its vor-
tex and then sucked them down to their death.      

Now all that remained on the glass smooth water
were the relics of the steamer, broken spars, masts, torn
deck timber and useless upturned lifeboats. To this junk
clung survivors, many to die before morning.

With the shrill whistling sound of escaping steam
silenced, with the banshee of Quetta’s alarm sirens
muffled beneath the waters of Torres Strait, only moans
and screams remained to shatter the silence.

Following  a prolonged hearing, a board set up to
inquire into the sinking decided that no blame for the
worst maritime tragedy in the history of the Torres
Strait could be  attached to anyone. Captain Sanders the
Keating the Pilot left the hearing with their reputations
intact.

A few relics of the Quetta still lie scattered around
the place of her death. At Thursday Island, for instance
her bell is used in a church while one of her lanterns
and a porthole wrenched from the wreck are preserved
for anyone interested enough to look at them.
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this Newsletter, free of all costs,
as a community service
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