
While researching my ggg grandparents Donald
Fraser and Mary Gray of Lochend, Inverness-shire,
Scotland I came across the website and found an
entry from Greg Fraserin Canberra.

Greg is a gg grandson of John Fraser who turns out
to be a brother to my gg grandfather William Fraser,
both sons of Donald Fraser and Mary Gray.

John and family settled in Parramatta in 1855, John
was a carpenter and William and family arrived in
Portland, Victoria in October 1856 and settled at
Hamilton in 1860, William Fraser was also a carpenter.

Donald Fraser was baptized on 12 December, 1793
in Inverness, Inverness-shire, Scotland by Mr. Fraser.
His parents were James Fraser, Cartwright at Dunain
and Anna MacRae.  Donald Fraser and Donald Fraser
were the witnesses.  His siblings were William Fraser,
baptized 19 September, 1791, and Ann Frazer, baptized
7 June, 1797.

We have no record of the birth or christening of
Anna MacRae.

Donald Fraser, labourer, Ratagan and Mary Gray
were married in Glenshiel, Ross and Cromarty, on 14
August, 1818.  Subsequently, they moved to Kirkton,
Inverness-shire, where Donald was an Innkeeper.

From birth and christening records for the Glenelg
Parish, Inverness and from the 1841 Census, we know
that they had the following children:
William No record found, but appears to have been
born in 1819.
David, from the 1851 census was 30 giving his birth in
1820.
John No record found, but probably born in  1821.
Ann No record found, but probably born in 1825 or
1826

James Fraser Born on 3 October, 1827
Baptized on 9 October, 1827
BarbaraBorn on 3 October, 1827
Baptized on 9 October, 1827
Isabell Born on 7 January, 1830
Baptized on 13 January, 1830
Charles Walker Born on 15 July, 1832.

On 8 September, 1836, Donald Fraser wrote to
Anne Baillie, Dunain asking about lease of the
Lochend Inn.  An image of the letter has been obtained
from the Highlands Council Archives Office, Inverness
and is written on next page.
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Whether this was Donald’s actual hand writing or not
is unknown.  It appears to be the hand of someone with
education.  There is some likelihood that he may have
paid someone to write the letter for him.
The letter reads as follows:
Kirkton, Glenelg,  August 8, 1836
“Madam

I beg you will excuse the liberty I now take in writ-
ing to you.  My wife arrived safe at home about 14 days
ago, and much improved by her jaunt.  She and I beg
you will except of our grateful thanks for your kind
attention to her whilst in you part of the country.

This country has become so poor for some years
back that I am most anxious to return to my natal place.
My wife whilst in your part was made to understand
that the Inn at Lochend was to let, and on account of
the education of my children I would wish to make an
offer for it.  I would take it most kind if you would take
the trouble of informing me what rent may be expect-
ed for it.

If you would interest yourself in me behalf for the
above said object besides sure payment of rent.  I
would consider ever indebted to you as my principle
object in offering for the Inn is in a manner solely the
account of my children for want of proper education..

I was most happy to understand that you had suc-

ceeded in returning to your native place and long may
you live to enjoy health and happiness in it.

I beg you will not take it amiss my sending a few
Ling by the carrier John McLeod.  My wife joins me in
….the most respectful and kind wishes for you.
I remain
Madam
Yours with much respect
Donald Fraser”

At this stage, we do not know whether they took-up
the lease of the Lochend Inn, but we do know that they
moved to Lochend.  In the 1841 census, Donald and
Mary and their family are recorded as living in
Lochend.  Donald was a farmer, aged 45 and Mary was
40.  It is possible that they had moved to “Lairgmore”
croft, which is just near Lochend.  The following chil-
dren were living with them:
John, 20, Ann, 15, William, 14, James, 13, Isabell, 11,
Charles, 9. It is unknown where Donald, William and
David were at this time.
Irene Muir, a descendant of Donald and Mary’s son,
David, has taken a number of photos of the Lairgmore
Crofthouse and its surroundings in February 2008.
Some of these are shown next page.

Continued on Page 3
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*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter .

SocietyItems for Sale
Sunraysia Daily Indexes $20.00 
Merbein Cemetery Index $25.00
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index $25.00
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910 $10.00
Society Coffee Mugs $10.00
Settler in the Sun Conference Book FREE
Wall Charts — Seven Generations $1.50

(Pictured Right) View to Loch Ness from Lairgmore
Crofthouse.

To date we have not found any further record of
Donald and Mary until their death certificates.  Donald
died on 6 May, 1868 at Lurgmore, Lochend, this possi-
bly should read Lairgmore, Lochend.  Donald died of
congestion and bronchitis.  The death was informed by
David Fraser, son.  Mary died on 5 December, 1876,
aged 86 years, at Lochend, near Inverness.  She died of
debility of age, for which she had been suffering for
two years.  The death was informed by David Fraser,
son.  Both Donald and Mary are buried in the Lochend
Burial Ground, row 12, grave 98. 

The following memorial is recorded on the

grave.“Erected by Isabella FRASER in memory of her

father, Donald FRASER, late farmer, Longmore,
(Lairgmore) who died on the May 9, 1868, aged 75
years; also his wife Mary GRAY, who died at Lochend,
Nov 30, 1876, aged 86 years.” Burial was at Lochend
Cemetery in row 12 grave 98.

Lairgmor e Croft house, Lochend, Inverness, onetime home
of Donald and Mary (Gray) Fraser.

The death certificate of my ggg grandfatherDonald Fraserwho died at Lochend, Inverness on May 6,
1868 aged 75. Cause of death was Congestion and Bronchitis. Parents were James Fraser, Joiner and
Ann MacRae. Place of death is given as Lurgmore (Lairgmore) at 3am.

Wanted: Family Research Finds for Futur e Newsletters
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Federal Grant won for new
split system airconditioner
The Carnegie Board of Management was

successful in their application for funds
through the Federal Government Volunteer
Grants Program recently. As a result of this
funding the Carnegie Centre was able to pur-
chase and install a Daikin Split System Air

conditioner in the Genealogical Society
Library section. This new air conditioner has
certainly made a huge difference to the com-
fort of our wonderful volunteers especially
during the recent heat wave that the district
has endured.

The mystery woman in the photo on the front
page of the Decembernewsletter was Kathleen
Emily Johnson who was a borderat the Catholic
College in Mildura at the time. 

The photo was taken when she was ready to appear
in the end of year concert, possibly  1918.  Kathleen
was the youngest child of Henry Albert Johnson and
Emily Lehmann and was born in 1904 at Irymple
where her father had just established the first vine
property in Koorlong Avenue Irymple.

Kathleen’s mother died when she was 7 and that is
why she was sent to Mildura to boarding school, com-
ing home on weekends. Previously the family had lived
in “Valetta” in 11th Street built by Henry in 1891 and
now being restored by Brian Bleeser.  Kathleen’s sib-
lings were all born there, twins Arthur & Mable (first
twins in the district), Cyril, Ernest and Norman. Henry
Johnson  was a surveyor for the channels, blocks and
township of Mildura and Irymple.  Harry left Norway
at 14 and circled the world twice before getting off at
Victoria on his third time round.  He was 18 and still
attracted to water. He became familiar with Australia’s
river systems but the call  of the sea was still strong and
he signed on to another ship for America. He met up
with the Chaffey bros. in California and learnt of the
Bros. plans to set up irrigation in Australia.  Soon after
the Chaffeys landed in Australia they sent for Harry.
Who answered their call,  bringing with him vine cut-
tings and Washington navel trees. He also was respon-
sible for a dip to treat sultanas for drying “Johnson’s
Dip”, as it was marketed, turned the dried sultanas an
attractive golden brown instead of the previous dark
brown. The formula was sold to the Aurora Packing
Co. for a royalty of 1 pound per week for life.

In 1931 Kathleen married Alexander William
Hillier and in 1940 their only child Anne was born.
Alex died in 1944 and Kathleen died at 83 in 1987.   In
1940 when Alex went to the war, Kathleen took on the
job of accountant at the head office of the Aurora
Packing Co, in Irymple.  In 1953 she built her own
shop in Irymple and ran a dressmaking and drapery
store for a number of years as she was an excellent

dressmaker,  as was her mother.  The shop is still there
and is now a second hand clothing shop.  Anne
Newberry is a member of our society and was indeed
surprised to see a photo of her mum on the front of the
newsletter.  Photo was found by June Greatz.

Mystery photo identified

Kathleen Hillier holding a can of Johnson’s
Dip, Kathleen’s father Henry Johnson was
the man behind the dip in treating the
Sultana’s.
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Swan Hill received a painful shock on Friday
morning last, when the rumourgot about that Alice
Mar y, the eldest daughter of Senior Constable
Edwin Ryan, a young woman held in the highest
respect and esteem, was missing from her home.

The loss of a child always awakens the sympathy of
everyone in the bush, and in a small community like
ours, each one looks upon his neighbour’s trial and
troubles almost as his own.

The news spread like wildfire, and the keenest
sympathy was awakened throughout the town and dis-
trict, enquiries were at once set on foot, and the fol-
lowing facts gathered.

It appears that Miss Ryan was very fond of the
river, and used frequently to go for a row or a stroll on
the bank, or to inhale the fresh air off the punt, so that
when she said on Thursday night that she was going
out for a short while, no suspicion or anxiety was excit-
ed.

It was not till about ten o’clock when she did not
return, that her parents and brothers began to get
uneasy, and her father and the two elder lads at once
made enquiries and instituted a search.

Footprints were tracked to the end of the punt, but
it was subsequently found that they were not the tracks
of the missing girl. As there was no sign of her at all the
worst fears were aroused,, and Mr Ryan and his sons
thoroughly searched all night up and down the river,
but in vain, they then dragged it with equally fruitless
results until fairly worn out.

On Friday morning, as soon as the public became
aware of the calamity, parties were organised and fresh
drags obtained, and every probable part of the stream
probed. All day the work was carried on without cessa-
tion, and in the afternoon the steamer City of Oxford
plied up and down, but without result.

On Saturday morning parties were again out on the
river, and a strong contingent of townspeople assisted
by those in the country, rode in different directions
through the Mallee, but the day ended without any
trace of Miss Ryan being found.

At night a public meeting was called, and thirty or
forty horsemen volunteered their services, and early on
Sunday morning, they divided into two parties, some
proceeding down the river to Tyntynder, and others
scouring the  back country. Dragging operations were
also carried on, and twelve or thirteen boats wee
brought into use.

The search was most complete and organised, and
was kept up all day til darkness set in. Still no result,
On Monday the dragging on the river was further pro-
ceeded with and over the above the efforts of the drag-
ging parties, shots were fired in the river to induce the
body, if therein to rise. At about five o’clock in the
afternoon Messrs. J. Ferguson, T. Lewis and W.

Curnow who were dragging in a boat, discovered the
floating remains of the poor girl some 800 yards above
the punt, instead of below, as generally expected. The
body was at once taken to the police station.

A magisterial inquiry was held at night in the court
house before Mr W. C. Garden J.P. and a post mortum
examination of the body was performed by Dr H. G.
Mitchell.

At the inquiry the evidence of Messrs. Ferguson
and Lewis showed that they believed the body was dis-
turbed by them when dragging, and floated to the sur-
face in front of the boat within 18 yards of the New
South Wales bank. It was then shown the banks of the
river were dangerous between this point where the
body was found and the boat shed and that anyone
stumbing or falling would fall into the river.

The medical evidence stated that the cause of death
was syncope, arising from the state of the heart, and
taking place either before or at time of entering the
water. From the condition of the heart , deceased would
be liable to drop down at any moment. A verdict was
given in accordance with the medical evidence, that the
cause of death was that of Syncope.

At the close of the inquiry, Constable O’Farrell who
was in charge stated that he had been engaged in many
cases of a similar kind, but never before had he seen the
people so energetic and so willing to do all they could
in rendering assistance, as the people had done to find
the ill-fated young woman. He thanked them most sin-
cerely on behalf of Mr and Mrs Ryan and family for
their untiring efforts.

The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon, and
universal sympathy is felt for  Mr and Mrs Ryan and
their large family, as was demonstrated by the corpse
being followed to the grave by one of the largest pro-
cessions of mourners ever seen in Swan Hill, and the
hearse was escorted by many of the deceased’s most
intimate girlfriends on foot. The Rev. Father Goldanich
conducted the service. The deceased was engaged to be
married to Mr P. Monahan, of Stony Crossing, and his
distress at the grave evoked heart felt commiseration

Sad Fatality at Swan Hill
Swan Hill Guardian, April 6, 1894

Kindly given by Liz Wallace

Alice Mary Ryan’s maternal grandmother was
Alice Dunphy nee Fitzgerald, a sisterof the
Editor ’s gg grandmother Anne Maguire nee
Fitzgerald, both sisters arrived in Victoria in the
the late 1840s as early Victorian colonists.
The parents of Alice Mary Ryan, Edwin and Anna
Ryan nee Dunphy died in Clunes, Victoria in 1931 and
1942 respectively.
Edwin Ryan retired from the Victorian Police in 1911
as Inspector of Police, in charge of the Ballarat
District after service to the state for 40 years.
Two sons and a daughter also served in the Police
Force in Victoria.
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When the art and practice of irrigation has been
firmly established, when its importance in the pro-
duction of material wealth is manifest, when dis-
putes as to waterdiversions are of the past, and
when thousands of settlers in comfortable and
happy homes are enjoying its blessings, some future
historian will doubtless write the History of
Irrigation in Victoria, and in doing so will place in
the front rank of those who bore the heat and bur-
den of the day, who laboured with a far sighted
patriotic ardour and enthusiasm to promote the
welfare of the colony, and of the early settlers on the
arid plains of the north, the honoured name of
Hugh McColl.

We have much pleasure in this issue of presenting
our readers with a brief sketch of his career, more par-
ticularly in connection with irrigation.

He was born in Glasgow, Scotland of Highland par-
ents on the 22nd January, 1819.

Through the early death of his father, he had to start
work at 12 years of age, and was entirely a self-edu-
cated man. He was apprenticed to the stationary and
printing business, and at the age of 17, went to
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England. He afterwards was in
business for many years for himself in South Shields
until in 1852, he emigrated to Victoria. Here he worked
for some time at his trade, and afterwards became pro-
prietor of a newspaper “Banner and Diggers Advocate”
in Melbourne.

In 1857, he came to Sandhurst as a commercial
traveller, which profession he followed for 14 years. In
following his business, he travelled over a large dis-
trict, and the necessity for improved means of saving
and retaining water seems to have been always
impressed in his mind, as we find him active in pro-
moting many such schemes for the benefit of the early
miners in the Bendigo district.

In 1865 he was Hon. Secretary of the Coliban Water
Supply Committee, and for some years worked ener-
getically in aid of the great scheme that now supplies
the Castlemaine, Maldon and Bendigo districts, and
was largely instrumental in bringing it to a successful
issue.

In 1871 during the great mining mania at
Sandhurst,  he commenced business as a manager of
mining companies which he followed for some time,
till a year or two after he became intimate with Mr B.
H. Dods, who first suggested the Grand North Western
Canal Scheme. This led  him to study the question of
irrigation, which took full possession of him, and from
then till his death he scarcely ceased preaching in sea-
son and out of season, through good  good and evil

report, the gospel of irrigation. The idea for its practi-
cal application, was to get permission from the
Government to construct a canal from the Goulburn
across the Northern Plains with an outlet near Portland.
It was proposed to weir the Goulburn at or near
Murchison (where the weir is now being constructed)
utilising the Waranga basin, and ultimately supple-
menting the Goulburn supply from the Murray, by a
channel from or about Howlong.

This scheme is really the basis of out present and
project system of irrigation for the northern plains, and
to carry it out , he devoted himself heart and soul. It
was proposed to form a public company, and surveys
was taken, plans prepared, and the feasibility of the
project, at any rate to a large extent, fully proved. But
the public were inert, governments were unbelieving,
and the results he predicted from from irrigation
seemed too marvellous to be believed. Had the scheme
been taken up, Victoria would have been in advance of
California in irrigation instead of learning from  her as
she has done, and is doing now.

About 1878, Mr McColl proposed to the then
Government to form a Temperance Irrigation Company
on the banks of the Murray, and send to America for a
number of irrigation experts to work it, and show our
people the value of the land and the new products that
could be raised. But he was before his time and the
request was refused. The large settlement that took
place on the northern plains some eight to ten years

Hugh McColl; Father of
Victorian Irrigation

fr om the Mildura Cultivator , 1885

Hugh McColl 1819-1885
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ago, and several dry seasons aided the question of
which water supply, and in July 1880, Mr McColl was
returned as member for Mandurang. In the House he
kept hammering away at his one idea, until schemes for
the conservation and distribution of water were moot-
ed, but the earlier acts passed to facilitate the object,
did not meet with his approval, and lie propliesied that
they would fail in giving satisfaction, a prophesy that
has been amply fulfilled.

After persistently urging the appointment of a
Royal Commission on Water Supply, one was at last
appointed of which he was a member. He also strongly
urged the sending of a commission to America which
was ultimately done. In 1883 he was again re-elected
for Mandurang, having by his assiduous efforts to
serve his constituents, strengthened himself immensely
in public favour.

Gradually the seed he had been sowing germinated
and bore fruit. The Honourable Alfred Deakin and
other members of the House, sought his spirit, and var-
ious measures, each more progressive than the preced-
ing one, were passed. When Mr McColl was first elect-
ed, he was about the only candidate who advocated
irrigation; but two elections later not a single candidate
stood in the platform but spoke more or less approv-
ingly of it. But he was not destined to see the fruiticion
of his untiring and whole-souled labours. He had had a
hard uphill battle to fight all the harder that he was a
man of limited means, which he had mainly expended
in forwarding the object he had made his life’s work.
Harrassed and worried he at last broke down, and after
a brief illness, died on April 2, 1885, regretted by his
fellow members, and truly mourned for by his con-
stituents and friends all over the colony.

At the general election after his death, the con-
stituency of Mandurang showed its appreciation of him
by electing his son, Mr J. H. McColl to the father’s seat
by 3623 votes or more than 401 more than any candi-
date for the Assembly ever polled before. The son is
following in the father’s steps in advocating irrigation,
and is a warm supporter of the Mildura scheme.

The following passage written shortly after Mr
Hugh McColl’s death will describe his personal char-
acter, and with it we fittingly conclude this article.

Poor Hugh McColl, his untimely death has
destroyed in nearly all who knew him , all taste for
relaxation or holiday keeping. To think that we have

lost for ever the warm, hearty grasp of that hand, at the
sound of the rich Doric accents of his rousing voice,
the fire burning fierce in the Highland eye, ah, me, it
seems difficult to realise. He was one of the frankest,
freest, most generous minded men I ever became
acquainted with in political life.

There was not the faintest trace of double dealing or
duplicity or can’t in his nature. When people attacked
him in the rough and tumble fights on the floor of the
House, he used to seem rather surprised than otherwise
that humanity could be so bitter on such small provo-
cation. But the canal was to him the vena porta of his
existence. You might say anything you liked about
McColl, even laugh at him, but if you disparaged the
canal you were in his estimation a mean white indeed.
I remember him now on the last occasion when he rose
to reply to an attack upon his persistant cry of “Water,
Water,” in the House, and can see him again as he
adjusted his specs a little to high up on his forehead and
prepares to pour out a torrent of invectives upon his
assailants. But he couldn’t do it , the real, honest good
nature in him was too much for him. He couldn’t rail,
even under the greatest provocation. So he soon sat
down bursting with thoughts he was too generous to
give tongue to. But that persistant cry of “Water
Water”, maintained him for nigh on 20 years has had its
effect. It has ensconced itself in the minds of the peo-
ple. It has pierced the ears of Government.

Volunteer required
to join the Projects Day each Thursday

Contact Librarian L yn Grant on

5023 6753

Unwanted Plastic
CD Covers required
Contact Librarian

Lyn Grant on 
5023 6753
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The journeys of 1.4 million Australian migrants
and travellers who voyaged to the UK from 1878 to
1960 now documented online on Ancestry.com.au 

Ancestry.com.au today launched The UK Incoming
Passenger Lists, 1878 - 1960, detailing many
Australian men and women who after perilous sea voy-
ages arrived in the UK during the twilight years of the
British Empire. 

The collection contains records of more than 18
million immigrants and tourists, 1.4 million of them
Australian, who arrived on British shores throughout
the 19th and 20th centuries, before commercial flights
became the norm. 

Many of the mass migrations during the 80-year
period covered in these records were a result of
Britain’s colonies achieving independence. Australian
citizens were able to travel to the UK under British
Nationality Law, and came in search of prosperity,
employment, and adventure. After federation, as
Australia became established as a democratic nation,
many former emigrants and descendents felt closer
links to their British heritage and returned to the UK. 

The collection lists 1911 to 1920 as the most popu-
lar decade for people travelling to the UK with the
years leading up to both WWI and WWII particularly
busy for departures from Commonwealth nations as
many young men returned to the UK to fight alongside
fellow countrymen. 

Sydney and Brisbane rated 4th and 5th consecu-
tively as the top departure destinations to the UK. 

More than 520,000 people from Brisbane travelled
in this period with 260,000 travelling in the 1930’s
alone. 

Between 1881 and 1961, the population of the UK
doubled, largely due to immigration from other parts of
the Commonwealth. During this period, Australia
ranked third in countries of departure, behind the US
and Canada, showing how closely Australia was tied to
the UK despite the considerable geographical distance
between the two nations. 

Today, Australians are still some of the world’s
most enthusiastic travellers with travel to the UK 

as popular as ever. Short-term departures overseas
have almost tripled in the past 20 years with 3.4 million
Australians journeying overseas each year*. The UK
has consistently rated in the top five destinations for
Australian short-term departures with an average of
400,000 Australians** visiting the UK annually. 

In the golden age of maritime travel the many
famous and notable Australians that made the arduous
journey included: 

• Sir Edmund Barton and six other Australian Prime
Ministers who travelled to England on the high seas are
mentioned in the collection, including Stanley
Melbourne Bruce and Francis Forde who arrived in the
UK from New York and Quebec respectively. 

• Sir Donald Bradman is listed twice in the collec-
tion: first travelling to the UK as the vice captain in the
1934 tour of England and then as the captain of the
1948 Australian Test Cricket Team where the team
earned the nickname ‘The Invincibles’. 

• Iconic Australian artist Sir Sidney Nolan is listed
when he emigrated to England in 1950 where he lived
until his death in 1992. 

• Sir Charles Kingsford Smith arrived in the UK
from New York on 3 October 1935, just over a month
before his ill-fated journey from England to Australia
where he disappeared after leaving India in November
1935. 

• Opera Singer Dame Joan Sutherland travelled to
London in 1951 after winning Australia’s prominent
vocal competition, the Sun Aria, to study at the Opera
School of the Royal College of Music with Clive
Carey. 

By 1960, when the collection finishes, the develop-
ment of commercial flight made aircraft the preferred
mode of transport overseas. 

The records include information on passengers’
names, age, occupation, and intended address in 

the UK. They are a hugely valuable tool to anyone
trying to trace their family’s global movements 

and provide a unique insight into immigration and
travel patterns at a time of great change and 

decline in the life of the British Empire. 
Ancestry.com.au spokesperson Brad Argent com-

ments: 
“A European ‘rite of passage’is a popular tradition

recognised by many Australians today. This important
collection showcases the sheer number of people who
made the voyage to the UK before the convenience of
air travel suggesting this tradition commenced as early
as the 19th century.” 

“Australia has always had close ties to the UK and
these records not only document people travelling to
the UK for a holiday but they also document the many
former emigrants who returned to Britain as Australia
established its independence. These passenger lists will
help people who are tracing their ancestors across the
two continents.” 

Ancestry.com.au is Australia’s No. 1 website for
family history resources.* The site contains more than
830 million names in its Australian and UK collections
including the Australian Convict Transportation
Registers, 

1788-1868, Australian Free Settlers, 1826-1922,
Australian Electoral Rolls 1901-1936, New South
Wales SANDS Directories, 1861-1933 as well as the
complete England, Wales and Scotland Censuses and
the England and Wales Birth, Marriage and Death
Indexes. 

European “rite of passage”
over a century old Australian tradition

Book reviewers are required to read books in Society
Library for the 2009 newsletters.
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STEWART, PERCY GERALD (1885-1931),
farmer and politician, was born on 18 October1885
at Footscray, Melbourne, son of William Stewart,
master mariner, and his wife Isabella, Farrington,
both Victorian born.

After leaving Yarraville State School, he worked at
a bottle factory, then as a ‘water-joey’ on the Mildura
railway line and a shepherd in the southern Mallee. In
1905 he joined a British cargo ship and obtained his
master’s certificate, but suffered such debilitating
malaria that he left the sea and travelled in Europe and
Canada before returning to Australia in 1909. Having
worked as a farm labourer, in 1913 he selected a
‘green’Mallee block at Carwarp in north-west Victoria
which he later sold when he moved to Eastern View at
Carwarp West. On 17 April 1916, at Yarraville, Stewart
married Edith Catherine Roberts with Methodist
forms.During World War I Stewart volunteered three
times for active service but was rejected on health
grounds. His interest in scientific farming led him to
pioneer new cropping techniques for semi-arid regions
and to work closely with the Department of Agriculture
and other groups in improving yields from light Mallee
soils. From the early 1920s until 1931 he wrote a week-
ly article on Mallee farming for the Mildura Sunraysia
Daily; in 1924 in partnership with R. C. D. Elliott and
Ethel, wife of (Sir) Earle Page, he bought this newspa-
per and was its chairman in 1924-31.

Having observed the political power of the
Canadian grain growers’associations, Stewart was
keen to organize similar groups in Victoria. In May
1916, when president of the Carwarp Progress
Association, he invited delegates from kindred organi-
zations to a conference at Ouyen to discuss the forma-
tion of a Mallee farmers’union. Learning of a similar
project led by Isaac Hart and J. J. Hall, he joined with
them to found the Victorian Farmers’Union, forerun-
ner of the Victorian Country Party. At its first annual
conference in September 1916 Stewart was appointed
to the central council. In November 1917 he won the
seat of Swan Hill to become one of four V.F.U. repre-
sentatives in the Legislative Assembly.

‘One of the few genuinely radical leaders of the
early Country Party’, the thin and lanky Stewart was an
ascetic individualist who set great store by his princi-
ples. Convinced that the V.F.U. could best serve farm-
ers by remaining independent from other parties, after
1918 he sat next to the Labor opposition and frequent-
ly voted with them. Stewart’s intransigence, combined
with his electoral popularity, created a problem for his
own party which was then canvassing coalition with
the Nationalists. 

In October 1919, however, he resigned and won the
Federal seat of Wimmera which he was to hold until his
death. One of five original members of the Federal par-
liamentary Country Party, Stewart was also one of the
three managers appointed to look after its interests. He
took a leading role in negotiations that led to the for-

mation of the Bruce-Page government in late 1922.
Offered a choice of two portfolios in that administra-
tion, he chose works and railways (February 1923 to
“August 1924) which included presidency of the River
Murray Commission. He was therefore able to acceler-
ate such major national projects as the Hume water
storage, while improving roads, postal and telephone
facilities in the Wimmera and Mallee. He also helped
to establish the dried fruit and citrus industries in the
Murray Valley, and he assisted in the provision of
domestic water and irrigation in north-west Victoria.
Initially opposed to the notion of a Federal capital at
Canberra, Stewart was to alter his view and to advocate
that it be built quickly and economically. On 28 August
1923 he turned the first sod on the site of Parliament
House.

After a bitter quarrel with Page, Stewart resigned
his portfolio in August 1924 in protest against a pact
between Bruce and Page which gave electoral protec-
tion to sitting members. To Stewart, this deal violated
fundamental Country Party principles, and unjustly
restricted electors’choice of candidates. In March 1926
he and others resigned from the V.F.U. over the issue of
(State) composite governments. Stewart and (Sir) A. A.
Dunstan then organized the Victorian Country
Progressive Party. A radical group with its power base
in Bendigo and the Mallee, it effectively held the bal-
ance of power in Victoria during the latter 1920s.
Stewart urged compulsory nation-wide wheat pools
and guaranteed prices for grain. He publicized his cam-
paign widely in country newspapers, hoping to achieve
a growers’organization big enough to combat the
influence of banks, grain merchants and fertiliser com-
panies. The first branch of the Victorian Wheat-grow-
ers’ Association was formed at Ultima in November
1928: within twelve months a thriving movement
existed.

The Victorian split was partly over fundamental
party doctrines, but it also involved personal rivalries.
The dispute between Page and Stewart was so bitter
that Page campaigned against Stewart in the 1928 and
1929 elections. Both times Stewart was easily returned,
but he rarely spoke in the House after his argument
with Page. As the rural depression deepened, even
party conservatives became radicalized; the two fac-
tions reunited late in 1930.Stewart consistently took a
radical line and often voted with Labor even after
reunification of the V.C.P. The sole Federal representa-
tive of the V.C.P.P., he became a close personal friend
of W. M. Hughes, despite their political differences.
They were the only non-Labor members to oppose the
sale of the Commonwealth Shipping Line in 1927. In
March 1929 Stewart was the only Country Party mem-

Percy Gerald Stewart M.P.

Have you a research find you would like to share.
Email the editor on robinparker81@hotmail.com

Continued on Page 13
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Sunraysia Daily Index’s for sale 
Vol. 1 1920-1929 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 2 1930-1939 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 3 1940-1944 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 4 1945-1949 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 5 1950-1954 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 6 1955-1959 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 7 1960-1964 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 8 1965-1969 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 9 1970-1973 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 10 1974-1977 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 11 1978-1981 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 12 1982-1985 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 13 1986-1989 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 14 1990-1994 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 15 1995-1999 by M.D.G.S. $20.00

Walking Histor y by M.D.G.S. $2.00

Projects group celebrates
with end of yearbarbecue

Software class times
Family Tr ee Makerand Legacy software classes

are now held on the third Wednesday night of each
month at the Mildura Carnegie Centre, Legacy
class commences at 6.30pm and F.T.M. class at
7.30.pm, all newcomers welcome. Forfur ther infor -
mation contact Graeme Butleron 5024 3986.

Projects Group hold
annual BBQ

The Thursday Projects Group held its
annual barbecue in December, it was good
to see a good turnout.
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Ir eland Civil Registration Indexes
1845-1958 are now available online.

http://search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#c=1408347;p=2;t=searchable
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On behalf of the Registrar, Helen Trihas, and all
the staff at the Registry of Bir ths, Deaths and
Marriages, we wish you all a very safe and prosper-
ous New Year in 2009.

We would like to thank those of you that have con-
tacted me during the year. It is nice to know that so
many people read the articles and we would also like to
thank those of you that have sent in photographs for the
Australia’s Army War Dead project.

The VicHeritage team is currently working on
many interesting projects which will deliver valuable
resources to family and local historians, genealogists
and the general public alike.

ID Aware
Mid this year the Hon. Rob Hulls, Deputy Premier

and Attorney-General, launched the ‘Be ID Aware’
campaign.

Mr Hulls said this new campaign, developed by the
Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages and
supported by Victoria Police, VicRoads and the Office
of the Victorian Privacy Commissioner, encouraged
Victorians to “be ID aware”.

“Eighty-seven per cent of Australians are con-
cerned about identity fraud yet 75 per cent admit to
throwing out enough personal information to put them-
selves at risk,” Mr Hulls said.

“Simple personal details such as a name, date of
birth and address can be as valuable as money to a
fraudster who wants to steal someone’s identity.”

The campaign will educate Victorians on the key
steps they should take to protect themselves against
identity fraud.

“By throwing out documents such as credit card
statements or utility bills, you could be providing
fraudsters with key personal details that enable them to
create a false identity in your name,” said Ms Helen
Trihas, Registrar Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths
and Marriages.

People can reduce the risk of identity fraud by fol-
lowing the Be ID Aware list of do’s and don’ts:

Do’s:
Shred or tear documents containing personal infor-

mation before throwing them in the rubbish.
Secure or lock mailboxes.
Install and update antivirus, anti-spyware and fire-

wall software.
Don’ts:

Don’t leave personal documents lying about the
home or in the car. Store them safely in a locked draw-
er at all times.

Don’t carry identification documents, such as a
birth certificate or driver’s license, unless needed on
the day.

Don’t hand over personal documentation or infor-
mation unless the reason is clear.

It is important for genealogists to be mindful of the
personal information they collect and store – not just
with regards to the historical records collected but their
own personal information. 

PROJECT UPDATES:
The Burial Index

Data entry and audit on the death registers is going
well with the records for 1953 currently being worked
on. By the time that this article goes to be published,
we should have completed this year and be working on
the auditing of 1953 death record burial information
and have commenced the 1954 records.  

We are still working on the Cemetery Association
component of this project which links the various name
changes and variations a specific location has been
known as, or registered as, over the years.  Where orig-
inal cemetery registers have not survived through fire,
flood and time, these will also benefit immensely in
assistance for restoring their registers and preserving
the heritage of a local community.

On-Line Services
The online site can be reached by using the web

address: http://www.bdm.vic.gov.au As a reminder,
please note that this is a new web address.

Australia’ s Army War Dead Project
The Victorian Registry, in co-operation of the

Australian Army (SCMA Division) has been working
on a project to create an index database of all
Australian servicemen and servicewoman who gave
their lives whilst serving their country during active
Operational Service.  It is intention of this project to
celebrate their lives, recognize their sacrifice and com-
memorate their deaths. 

The index covers every State and Territory in
Australia, not just Victoria.  This index may provide
some answers when it is published and will cover
active operational service for Sudan War, Boer War,
WW1, WW2, BCOF, Korea, Indonesian
Confrontation, Malayan Emergency and Vietnam War.  

Our photograph collection is increasing every day
with submissions from various resources, including our
customers and family historians.  If you have a photo-
graph of one of the Army servicemen or servicewomen
who lost their lives during any of the operations that
Australia has been involved in, please give considera-
tion to submitting a photograph of them or their
grave/headstone to be included as part of the project.
Any enquiries or to obtain forms to submit a photo-
graph please contact me by email on vicbdm@jus-
tice.vic.gov.au

Volunteers
The Registry Volunteers perform an integral role in

the Registry’s VicHeritage team and their hard work is
very highly valued by the Registry.  To thank the
Volunteers for their enormous contribution this year the

Victorian Registry of
Bir ths, Deaths and Marriages

fr om Anne Levens



ber to support Labor’s proposal for a Federal wheat
marketing scheme; in September he voted against the
abolition of the Federal arbitration system, thus help-
ing to bring down the Bruce-Page government. Stewart
strongly supported Scullin’s 1930 ‘Grow More Wheat’
campaign and endeavoured to compel him to ratify a
guaranteed price for wheat despite overwhelming
political and economic difficulties. Nevertheless,
Stewart backed the Melbourne Agreement (1930)
which split the Labor Party. Apart from local-area
issues, he concentrated his political attention on tariff
reductions, compulsory wheat pools, ‘orderly market-
ing’, guaranteed prices, a rural bank, grain bulk-han-
dling, mortgage relief and lower freight rates for pri-
mary produce.

Stewart was an excellent debater with a keen ana-
lytical mind. Although often abrupt and aggressive,
and at times bitter, he was a highly persuasive speaker. 

His ‘frail figure and sensitive, remarkably intelli-
gent face’stood out amazing his colleagues. A thorn in
Page’s side until the last, Stewart was said never to
have worried about losing his seat in parliament
because he always had another waiting on his plough.
He had long suffered from poor health and on 15
October 1931 died at Woomelang of pneumonia. He
was buried in Carwarp cemetery after a State funeral.
His wife survived him. Stewart’s memorial at Red
Clif fs was unveiled by Hughes in 1937.

On October 13, 1948 his remains were reinterred in
the Presbyterian section of the Mildura Cemetery. 
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Volunteers Christmas Luncheon will be held at the
Savoy Park, Plaza Ballroom on December 12, 2008.  

Our new Volunteers who have joined us this year
have made a wonderful contribution to the Registry’s
VicHeritage Unit and we are delighted that they have
joined us.  Currently, we have a full Volunteers Room
and there are no positions vacant. 

VicHeritage Mailing List
If you would like to go on the VicHeritage Mailing

List, simply fill in the form below and post it to the
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, P.O. Box
4332, Melbourne, 3001, Victoria, Australia.  Your
details will be entered into a Mailing List database,
kept at the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages,
Victoria.  The Mailing List will be used for no other
purpose than keeping you informed about new family
history products, including our CDs and On-Line
Services.

Please note that the VicHeritage Mailing List is not
a regular publication or newsletter.  Its’ function is to
notify you of any new family history product releases
or other important Registry notices that may affect the
family history community.

I wish to be included on the Registry of Births,
Deaths and Marriages Mailing List Database to be kept
informed of new products and VicHeritage™ informa-
tion.

Please Print.
Surname…………………………………................
Given Name………………………………...................
Address……………………………………………......
.......................................................................................
Post Code………………….
Email Address………………………………................

Research queries
The research officers have been kept busy with

lots of requests forinformation on early Mildura
and District settlers and properties.

1. Christine Millward is looking for any history on
a petrol/service station which was next to the Mildura
South store/post office in Deakin Ave.

2. Mrs  J. A. Amos  is researching her Hamence
family.

3. Mick Quinlan is wanting information on his ggg
grandfather, Thomas Michael Murphy, who was man-
ager of the BARB bicycle shop and was also a mem-
ber of the fire brigade around 1913, he was killed in
France in 1917 leaving a wife and two young children.

4. Rob Beresford searching for Williamina Hannah
who married Dick Radcliffe. The couple lived in
Irymple then Merbein from about 1919 to 1930. Dick
Radcliffe was a horticulturalist, he may have been
Merbein R.S.L. president for a while.

If you have any information on these requests,
please contact Thelma Bock on 5023 3541 oryou
can email Thelma at the the Mildura  & District
Genealogical Society Inc. on

mildura genealogy@gmail.com

FOR SALE
2 Black T038 AND

1 T039 COLOUR INKJET
CARTRIDGE TO SUIT

EPSON STYLUS PRINTER
C41, C43, C45/CX1500

$5.00 each orall 3 for $10

Percy Stewart M.P.
Continued form Page 9

Accidental Find. . .
by Robin Parker

While brousing the 1851 census for Argyle, Scotland,
by chance I found at Kilmallie, Argyle, Donald
Cameron 86, farmer with wife Ann 72, my GGG
grandparents with their daughter Ann 31 and husband
William Fraser 33 Carpenter, and son John 6 and
Duncan 2. Also on census was David Fraser aged 30,
Labourer of Lochend, Inverness-shire younger brother
to William Fraser, Kenneth Cameron 31, son of Donald
and Ann, Donald Cameron 10, relative, Hugh
Cameron, 1, grandson of Donald and Ann. William and
Ann Fraser came to Victoria in October 1856 aboard
the General Hewitt .landing at Portland and settled in
Hamilton in 1860. See Page 1story.
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On behalf of the Registrar, Helen Trihas, and all
the staff at the Registry of Bir ths, Deaths and
Marriages, we wish you all a very safe and success-
ful 2009.
NEW RELEASE: Australia’ s Army War Dead DVD

The Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, in cooperation with the Australian Army’s
Central Army Records Office (CARO), is proud to
present the Australia’s Army War Dead DVD.

On 11 November 2008, on the 90th Anniversary of
the signing of the Armistice which ended World War I,
the Registry, in co-operation of the Australian Army
(SCMA Division) released the Australia’s Army War
Dead (1885 – 1972)DVD at the Shrine of
Remembrance. The Premier, Hon. John Brumby, auand
the Deputy-Premier and Attorney-General, Hon. Rob
Hulls launched this new product. 

This searchable DVD includes over 88,000
Australian Army index records of service personnel,
from all states and territories, who lost their lives dur-
ing or as a result of operational service between 1885
and 1972. The deaths include all personnel in

Australian Army units, or personnel attached to an
Australian Army unit.  

This database has been compiled by the Registry’s
VicHeritage Unit of Volunteers from the index records
held by the Australian Army, Central Army Records
Office (CARO), Victoria Barracks, Melbourne.

Each ‘Operation’has its own set of index books,
and World War II was compiled from various sets,
including the Grave Registration index registers, POW

index records, Fatal Casualties for
the Middle East, Pacific/Asia and
Europe, and the Alias index regis-
ters.

The service personnel included
in this publication lost their lives
during operational service in the
following Operations: Sudan War,
Boer War (South Africa), World
War I, World War II, British
Commonwealth Occupational
Force (Japan), Korea, Malayan
Emergency, Indonesian Confront-
ation and Vietnam.

Not all of these operations were
classified as Wars or Conflicts.  It
is for this reason that the term used
in this publication is “Operation”,

at the request of the Australian Army.
Information contained in the index records from the

Australian Army vary from operation to operation. For
example, World War I records only contain the state or
territory in which the service person enlisted, but the
Vietnam War records contain the suburb, town and/or
country in which they enlisted.

The database was compiled from hand written
index books and as such there may be some anomalies
in the data. The data is as recorded at the time of data
entry.

There are some death entries for World War II and
the British Commonwealth Occupational Force that
will be listed for both operations. These service per-
sonnel were listed in both sets of index books and,
because there are some differences in the data given,
we have included them under both operations. This
should be noted when doing any statistical analysis.

The awards noted against a service person’s index
record are as stated in the index books of the Australian
Army. It should be noted that a service person’s award
may not be limited to those as stated in this index.

In 2005 the Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages began collecting photographs of the service
personnel from relatives, the family history communi-
ty, and other secondary sources. In some cases addi-
tional information was provided by the person supply-
ing the photographs. This information, if consistent,
has been included.  The additional information is locat-
ed in ‘Age at Death’and ‘Place of Burial’in the index.  

Registry of Bir ths, Deaths and Marriages
From Anne Levens

Deputy Premier and Attorney-General Rob Hulls,
Premier and Minister of Veteran Af fairs John
Brumby and Registrar Helen Trihas with Lt.
Colonal Mary Brandy and Brigadier Simpson.

The Registry’s Australia’ s Army War Dead DVD
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The Australia’s Army War DeadDVD is covered by
a Licence Agreement which must be accepted prior to
purchase.  The terms and conditions of the Licence
Agreement are available at the time of purchase or can
be viewed on our website prior to purchase.  

The photographic collection associated with this
project has grown enormously in the past couple of
years.  The photographs of the service personnel add
another dimension to the index records and bring the
names to the realisation that these were real people
who lost their lives whilst serving Australia.  In addi-
tion to the photographs, the Registry seeks additional
information from the photograph submitters, such as
parent’s name,  spouse’s name, issue and their birth
years (to work out ages at the time of death of the
deceased person), year of marriage and the deceased’s
place of birth.

If you have photographs of servicemen or service-
women, or their grave/headstone, who lost their lives
during any of the conflicts that Australia has been
involved in, please consider submitting them for inclu-
sion in the database. These will be made available once
we develop the Australia’s Army War Dead online sys-
tem. You can download a photographic submission
form on the home page of the Registry’s website.

It is the intention of this project to celebrate their
lives, recognise their sacrifice and commemorate their
deaths.  
The Australian Light Horse Charge at Beersheba

The Australian Light Horse Charge at Beersheba,
Palestine, 1917,by Richard Linton, depicts the heroic
charge of the 4th Light Horse Brigade at the Battle of
Beersheba.  At 4.30pm on 31 October 1917, the Light
Horsemen from the 4th, 11th and 12th Battalion rode to
victory, taking the precious water wells of Beersheba
(southern Palestine) in one of Australia’s finest military
actions.  The victory came at a cost, with over 60
Australian troops killed or wounded in action.

The Ar tist
Richard Linton is a self-taught Australian artist.

Melbourne born, Richard served an apprenticeship as a
photo lithographic etcher at the age of 16.  A passion-
ate historian, he often finds inspiration in past events.
His work is characterised by a vivid use of colour,
inspiring attention to detail and a realism that has the
power to transport the viewer into another place and

time.  Richard has received international acclaim for
his style, workmanship and contribution to the
Australian art movement.

This is the third painting that Richard has con-
tributed as a front cover for the Victorian Registry’s
family history product range.  The other paintings by
Richard can be seen on the Marine Index and the
Marriages Index 1921 to 1942.  

The Registry is most grateful to Richard for his
continued support.

Background Image
The photograph of the 11th Battalion soldiers on

the Cheops pyramid in Egypt, 1915 is the image in the
background of the feature artwork.  The Registry is
grateful to the Allan Ellam-Innes Collection in Western
Australia for allowing the Registry to use this image as
part of the Australia’s Army War Dead DVD.

Volunteers
The Volunteers concluded their work at the

Registry for 2008 on 12December with the Annual
Volunteers Christmas Luncheon at the Savoy Plaza
Ballroom.  This was a wonderful afternoon filled with
celebration, much laughter and a delicious luncheon.   

One of the highlights of the luncheon was the pres-
entation from Lambis Engelzos and Tim Whitford on
their journey of discovery to uncover the mass graves
of the Australian and British soldiers who were buried
by the Germans at Pheasant Wood, near Fromelles,
France.  This was followed by the presentation to the

each of the Volunteers of certificates to
recognise their work on the “Australia’s
Army War Dead” project.

The Christmas Luncheon is the
Registry’s way of showing the
Volunteers that their continued effort,
hard work and support are very much
appreciated.

It is the month of January that I am
writing this article, so the Volunteer
Room is very quiet, whilst the
Volunteers continue their well earned
break before recommencing in the first

week of February.  This is the time where I organise the
work and projects that we will be undertaking over the
remainder of the year.  It is a time for audit, evaluation
and reports for me and I am looking forward to the
return of the Volunteers and the continuation of our
indexing projects.

The Australian Light Horse Charge at Beersheba,
Palestine, 1917.

Attention ALL Members
Any member wishing to volunteerfor the

Duty Roster.
New volunteers always welcome.

Enjoy a day out meeting existing members and
visitors.

Please contact Kaylene Charles on

(03) 5021 4763
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There has been great interest in Volunteering at the
Registry over the years, which has been wonderful.  We
will have a few vacancies in our Volunteers Project
Room next year.  There are spaces available on most
afternoons, so if you would like to join us, please con-
tact me at the Registry anne.levens@justice.vic.gov.au.  

On-Line Services
The Registry’s communications area is conducting

a website review which is scheduled to be release in the
first half of the New Year. You will see changes in
design and structure, but not to functionality. You can
continue to do all the things you can currently do on the
existing site, including searching the indexes and
downloading historical certificates.

We wish to thank those who took part in the devel-
opment and testing of the new site.

The website can be reached from
http://www.bdm.vic.gov.au

Relationships Register
On Monday 1 December 2008, Deputy Premier and

Attorney-General Rob Hulls launched Victoria’s
Relationships Register at the Registry of  Births,
Deaths and Marriages.

This statewide register allows unmarried heterosex-
ual and same-sex domestic partners to have legal
recognition of their committed relationship.

The Hon. Rob Hulls said, “This will make it easier
for couples to access their rights under Victorian law
and provide certainty to their legal obligations, without
having to argue repeatedly that they are in a committed
partnership or to have to prove this in court.”

The Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages will operate the register.

To register, couples must be 18 years of age or

older, live in Victoria and not be married or in another
domestic relationship already registered in Victoria.

For more information visit the Registry’s website.
What’ s Next

Now that the Registry has developed its new and
exciting search engine software, we will be working
hard to bring you new range of products, such as the
Early Church Records with images and the Burial
Index, which we know that many of you have been
waiting for.

VicHeritage Mailing List
If you wish to be included on the VicHeritage

Mailing List, simply fill in the form below and post it
to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, P. O.
Box 4332, Melbourne, 3001, Victoria, Australia.  Your
details will be placed on the Mailing List database,
kept at the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages,
Victoria.  The Mailing List is used only to keep mem-
bers informed about new family history products,
including our CDs, DVDs and On-Line Services.

I wish to be included on the Registry of Births,
Deaths and Marriages Mailing List Database to be kept
informed of new products and VicHeritage™ informa-
tion.

Please Print.
Surname………………………………….....................
Given Name………………………………...................
Address……………………………………………......
Post Code….............
Address………………………………………………
…………………………...............................................
Email Address................................................................

Volunteers Mary Greig (left) Mary Southwell
(right) with Anne Levens VicHeritage, Manager
(centre) with their recognition certificates for their
contribution on the Australia’ s Army War Dead
project at the 2008 Christmas luncheon.

Information sought
Seeking descendants of Paul Harold and

Margar et(McLeod) Murphy married 1913 who
had a son Lyle and a daughterEdna. Last known
address, Mildura.

Also descendants of John and Rachel (McLeod)
Murphy married 1912, who had a daughter Norma.
John died in Ballarat Base Hospital, but formerly of
Mildura.

Please contact Pam Chismon (08) 8552 1622.
Addr ess P.O. Box Victor Harbor, 4211, S.A.
chisdale@virginbroadband.net.au

Jobs well done
Big thanks to Flo Carruthers for the great overhaul
of  the  Mildura Genealogy website.
Everyone will be thrilled in its ease of use, especial-
ly the downloading of information. I for one was
amazed in the downloading time of newsletters.
Flo, job well done.
Editor

Another big thanks goes out to Secretary, Raylee
Schultz for the successful grant submissions forthe
Mildura Genealogical Society.
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As you know we are always very grateful for all
donations we are given towards ourlibrar y collec-
tion and this month you will notice we have been
very lucky to receive a large numberof resources
fr om Lois Nelson. 

On behalf of the group I would like to say thank
you Lois, we very much appreciate your very kind ges-
ture.  A big thank you also to our June and her cousin
Elaine Kranjc who managed to sort, pack and freight
the 80+ items weighing around 50 kilos from Geelong
to Mildura.  You’ll find the books donated by Lois on
the map draws in the meeting room.  

DONATED BY: CARDOSS PROGRESS 
ASSOCATION INC.

Ø CARDROSS IN MOSAIC
Ø CARDROSS IMAGES: A PHOTOGRAPHIC

HISTORY 1914 – 2008 (DVD)

DONATED BY: CHRIS CELEGON

Ø CROMWELLAND DISTRICTS: A HIS-
TORICAL GUIDE

Ø EARLY PIONEERS IN THE CROMWELL
AREA 1863 – 1880

Ø IN SEARCH OF MAIN STREET: A SHORT
HISTORY OF CROMWELL’S MELMORE 
TERRACE

Ø NEW ZEALAND ARCHIVES: REFER-
ENCE GUIDES

Ø OWAKA: RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED OR 
WORKED IN THE OWAKA TOWNSHIP
1865 – 2008

Ø THE CROMWELLGORGE: AN HISTORI-
CAL GUIDE

DONATED BY: JUNE GREATZ

Ø MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE CALENDARS
1994 - 1997

DONATED BY: FRANCISCO HARO

Ø DISCOVERING AYRSHIRE

DONATED BY: ELAINE KRANJC

Ø THE FORGOTTEN CHILDREN: FAIR
BRIDGE FARM SCHOOLAND ITS 
BETRAYAL OF AUSTRALIA’S CHILD 
MIGRANTS

Ø THE GEELONG INDUSTRIALSCHOOLS

Ø THE HOBART TOWN GAZETTE AND 
SOUTHERN REPORTER: A FACSIMILE 

REPRODUCTION OF VOLUMES 1 & 2 
MAY 11, 1816: JUNE 1, 1816 TO DECEM
BER 27, 1817

DONATED BY: BARRY MCQUIST

Ø “RESUME” PASSENGER VESSEL“WAN-
ERA”

Ø MURRAY SHIPPING LTD, ADELAIDE: 
OWNERS OF THE PASSENGER STEAM-
ERS “GEM” AND “MARION”

DONATED BY: MILDURA & DISTRICT
GENALOGICAL SOCIETYINC.

Ø INDEX TO LOWER MURRAY RATES: 
1863 – 1893

DONATED BY: LOIS NELSON

Ø A CARGO OF WOMEN - SUSANNAH 
WATSON & THE CONVICTS OF THE 
PRINCESS ROYAL

Ø A CHARGE OF MUTINY: THE COURT
MARTIAL OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL
GEORGE JOHNSTON FOR DEPOSING 
GOVERNOR WILLIAM BLIGH IN THE 
REBELLION OF 26 JANUARY 1808

Ø A LIST OF MEN OF THE 39TH BATTAL-
ION

Ø AMPOL’S SPORTING RECORDS

Ø AN INDEX OF PASSENGERS WHO 
SAILED ON VESSELS WHICH LEFT THE
PORT OF BRISTOL FOR VICTORIA: 1841
- 1863

Ø ARARAT GAOL 1859 - 1886: J. WARD 
1887- 1991: A WALK THROUGH HISTORY

Ø ARMY DESERTERS FROM H.M. SER
VICE VOL. 1 1853 - 1858

Ø AUSTRALIA TAKE A BOW: THE LIFE, 
LANDSCAPE AND PEOPLE

Ø AUSTRALIA THROUGH TIME: 2003 EDI-
TION

Ø AUSTRALIA’S FOUNDING MOTHERS

Ø AVOCA RESIDENTS & SUNDRY GOLD 
COMPANY SHAREHOLDERS:

Ø BRECON & RADNORSHIRE CONTIGU
OUS PARISHES

Ø BUNDALONG, PRESTON, BRANXHOLM,
GLEN WILLS, HEYWOOD, TEESDALE, 
TOWER HILL, PENGUIN, ILLOGAN & 
SUNDRY QUEENSLAND CEMETERIES

Ø CHURCHES OF GEELONG & DISTRICT

Latest Librar y Additions
with Lyn Grant
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VOL 1 PRE 1900 GEELONG & DISTRICT

Ø COLONIAL EVE: SOURCES ON WOMEN
IN AUSTRALIA 1788 - 1914

Ø CONVICT INDULGENCIES 1860
Ø CORNISH BURIALS IN THE EASTERN 

CEMETERY, GEELONG

Ø CRESWICK BIRTH, DEATHS & MAR-
RIAGES EXTRACTED FROM THE 
CRESWICK & CLUNES ADVERTISER 
1859 - 1865

Ø DARLING DOWNS OBITUARIES 1886

Ø DEATHS AT GENERALHOSPITAL
HOBART: JANUARY 1864 - JUNE 1884

Ø DEVONPORT 1890

Ø DIARY OF A WELSH SWAGMAN 1869 - 
1894

Ø DICTIONARY OF QUEENSLANDERS 
PAST & PRESENT: VOL 1

Ø DROWNINGS IN GEELONG & DISTRICT
1836 - 1900

Ø FAMILY NAMES IN AUSTRALIA & NEW
ZEALAND

Ø GEELONG EASTERN CEMETERY: 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND - BLOCK A

Ø GEELONG WESTFIRE BRIGADE: 
BRIGADE CHRONICLES

Ø GRAVE REFLECTIONS VOL. 1

Ø IGI BATCH NUMBERS: HELPWITH THE
ONLINE IGI DATABASE

Ø IN LOVING MEMORY: A TRANSCRIP-
TION OF THE CEMETERIES OF SAS
SAFRAS TASMANIA

Ø INDEX OF OBITUARIES FROM 
WALCH’S TASMANIAN ALMANACS: 
THE “RED BOOKS”

Ø INDEX TO THE ADMISSION BOOKS OF 
THE GEELONG INFIRMARY& BENEV-

OLENT ASYLUM

Ø IRELAND A HISTORY: THE BOOK OF 
THE MAJOR BBC/RTE TELEVISION 
SERIES

Ø IRISH FAMILY HISTORY: THE JOURNAL
OF THE IRISH FAMILY HISTORY SOCI-
ETY VOL IV, 1988

Ø IRISH FAMILY HISTORY: THE JOURNAL
OF THE IRISH FAMILY HISTORY SOCI-
ETY VOL V, 1989

Ø JAMES MCCLELLAND’S RECORDING 
THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE - REFER-
ENCE BOOKS: NAMES AND PARTICU-
LARS OF ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
AND NAVAL RESERVE MEN LOSTAT
SEA1939 - 1945 AND WHO HAVE NO 
KNOWN GRAVE

Ø JOURNEYTO AUSTRALIA 1853 SHIP

“CREDENDA”: GEORGE CHARLES & 
REBECCABANNISTER

Ø KELLY’S DIRECTORY MONMOUTH-
SHIRE WALES

Ø LIVING STONES VOL. 1: A FRIENDLY
GUIDE TO SOME TASMANIAN GRAVE
YARDS

Ø LIVING STONES VOL. 2: A FRIENDLY
GUIDE TO SOME TASMANIAN GRAVE
YARDS

Ø LIVING STONES VOL. 3: A FRIENDLY
GUIDE TO SOME TASMANIAN GRAVE
YARDS

Ø MEDICAL DIRECTORY OF AUSTALIA
1972

Ø MEN OF THE FIGHTING ARMY GENESIS
OF 4000,000 SOLDIERS: AUSTRALIAN 
SERVICE NURSES NATIONAL MEMORI-
AL, MILIT ARY RECORDS IN THE 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETYOF VICTO-
RIA, RETURN OF THE MEN OF THE 
MOUNTED PATROL WESTERN ROAD 
WHO HAVE SENTIN THEIR RESIGNA-
TIONS

Ø MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTIONS: THE 
CRESWICK & CLUNES ADVERTISER 
AND COUNTY OF TALBOT AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL1865 - 1865

Ø MONMOUTHSHIRE CONTIGUOUS 
PARISHES

Ø MYSTERIES, MOTIVES AND MURDERS 
OF EARLY GEELONG & DISTRICT1839 -
1887

Ø NOTABLE AUSTRALIANS: THE PIC-
TORAL WHO’S WHO FIRSTEDITION

Ø PETITIONS BYGEELONG CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY FOR A SCHOOL1854

Ø PICTORIAL HISTORY NEWTON, 
ALEXANDRIA, CAMPERDOWN, DAR-
LINGTON, ERSKINEVILLE, 
MACDONALDTOWN, ST. PETERS, 
WATERLOO

Ø RAILWAYS AND PASTURES: THE AUS-
TRALIAN O’KEEFES

Ø RESIDENTS OF SPRING CREEK/GRAY-
TOWN 1869-1877: RESIDENTOF 
AMPHITHEATRE (WIMMERA) 1868: 
RESIDENTS OF MOONAMBEL1868: SIG
NATORIES 1861 PETITION FOR 
PROCLAMATION OF THE DISTRICTOF 
MOONAMBEL: RESIDENTS OF YAL-
LOCK, LAMPLOUGH, REDBANK 1868: 
TRADES LANDSBOROUGH

Ø ST. ARNAUD: A PICTORIAL JOURNEY

Ø SYDNEY COVE 1788 ABORIGINES 
KOORIE

Ø THE AMPOL BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN 
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SPORTING RECORDS

Ø THE CHAMPION OF THE SEAS

Ø THE EARLY DAYS OF STARNAUD 1855 
– 1870

Ø THE FATAL SHORE: A HISTORY OF THE
TRANSPORTATION OF CONVICTS TO 
AUSTRALIA 1787 – 1868

Ø THE GEELONG CORNISH: A RECORD OF
SOME 19TH CENTURY FAMILIES

Ø THE MORETON BAY COURIER TO THE 
COURIER-MAIL 1846 - 1992

Ø THE NORTH-WESTPOST(1887-1916): AN
INDEX FOR HISTORIANS VOLUME 5 
1908

Ø THE WESTERNPORT SETTLEMENTOF 
1826-28

Ø TRACES OF THE PAST: A PICTORIAL
HISTORY OF SWAN HILL AND DISTRICT
FROM FEDERATION TO THE PRESENT
1901 - 2001

Ø TRACK OF THE YEARS: THE STORY OF
ST. ARNAUD

Ø TRUE PATRIOTS ALL: OR NEWS FROM 
EARLY AUSTRALIA AS TOLD IN A COL-
LECTION OF BROADSIDES

Ø VANISHING CORNWALL: THE SPIRIT
AND HISTORY OF CORNWALL

Ø VIA THE 19TH HOLE: A STORY OF CON
VICTS, BATTLERS AND HIGH SOCIETY

Ø VICTORIA: ITS FOUNDATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

Ø VICTORIAN MUNICIPAL DIRECTORY: 
STATE GUIDE AND WATER SUPPLY
RECORD FOR 1984

Ø WHO’S WHO IN AUSTRALIA XXIXTH 
EDITION 1993: AN AUSTRALIA BIO-
GRAPHICAL DICTIONARY AND REGIS
TER OF PROMINENTPEOPLE, WITH 
WHICH IS INCORPORATED JOHNS’S 
NOTABLE AUSTRALIANS

Ø WHO’S WHO IN THE WORLD 4TH EDI-
TION 1978 - 1979

Ø WILD AND WONDROUS WOMEN OF 
GEELONG 1838 - 1859

DONATED BY: MAVIS PRESIG

Ø TELEPHONE DIRECTORY - BROKEN 
HILL (N.S.W.), MILDURA, OUYEN DIS-
TRICTS - 1970

Ø TELEPHONE, BLUE PAGES 1991 FOR 
MILDURA “THE WEATHER RESTORT”: 
YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
WITH HANDY MAP INSERT

DONATED BY: GLORIA PUGH

Ø AUSTRALIA: IMAGE OF A NATION 1850
– 1950

DONATED BY: PHILIP RENFREY

Ø MILDURA CHURCH OF CHRIST: A CEN-
TENARY 1890 - 1990

Ø MILDURA CHURCH OF CHRIST: BUILD-
ING OF THE CHAPEL1908 FROM THE 
ARCHIVES

DONATED BY: IRENE SCHAFFER

Ø BURIALS OF FIRSTFLEETERS IN VAN 
DIEMENS LAND 1807 (?1803) - 1860

Ø CART LICENCES 1826 - 1831 NORTHERN
TASMANIA

Ø GERMAN IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN 
TASMANIA PER “AMERICA” 1855: PAS-
SENGERS’LIST, TRADES, BIRTHS, MAR-
RIAGES & DEATHS

Ø NORFOLK ISLANDERS WHO SETTLED 
IN THE GLENORCHYDISTRICT 1807 - 
1832

Ø VAN DIEMEN’S LAND RECORDS: 
EXILED THREE TIMES OVER! AND 
LAND MUSTERS, STOCK RETURNS 
AND LISTS

DONATED BY: SWAN HILL RSLBUS-
BRANCH INC.

Ø VOLUNTEERS TO VETERANS: SWAN 
HILL & DISTRICT IN THE ANGLO BOER
WAR SOUTH AFRICA 1899 - 1902

DONATED BY: UNKNOWN (If you know 
who donated these items please contact the 
Librarian)

Ø A HISTORY OF NARROMINE AND DIS-
TRICT

Ø GRAND NATIONAL BABY SHOWOFFI-
CIAL CATALOGUE 1889

Ø NAVIGATORS AND SHIPWRECKS: AUS
TRALIA’S HERITAGE IN STAMPS

PURCHASES:

Ø FOOTPRINTS: THE JOURNEYOF LUCY
AND PERCYPEPPER

Ø INDEX TO BENDIGO HOSPITAL ADMIS
SIONS: NOVEMBER 1866 - MAY 1880

Ø RECOLLECTIONS OF RINGWOOD EAST
Ø SUNSHINE RAILWAY DISASTER: 1908

Ø TETLOW INDEX TO THE R. K. COLE 
COLLECTION OF HOTELRECORDS: 
CITY AND SUBURBAN HOTELS, MEL-
BOURNE AUSTRALIA



The MDGS Inc. gratefully
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Mr Peter Crisp

Member for Mildura
whose office has printed

this Newsletter, free of all costs,
as a community service
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