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October Special
Seminar Meeting

SDGS and BIGRA (British Isles Genealogical
research Assn.) are sponsoring an all day semi-
nar on Oct. 8, 2005 at St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church Community Center. This in lieu of our
regular monthly meeting. A flyer is included with
this newsletter (also on our web site:
www.rootsweb.com/~casdgs)

We get many requests to put on extended semi-
nars and are pleased to have Paul Smart com-
ing from Salt Lake City to conduct this four ses-
sion meeting. He has worked in the British area
at the Family History Library for many years and
has participated in genealogy conferences and
meetings world wide. We are most fortunate to
have him for this special meeting.

The topics will be of interest to both those with
British Isles ancestors as well as those looking
for general family history resources. This meet-
ing is a must for beginning and intermediate
genealogists.

The meeting will also include a full hot food buf-
fet featuring carved ham, boneless baked chick-
en breasts, roasted potatoes, green beans
almondene, garden salad with three dressings,
vegetable platter, seasonal fruit plate, pickled
beats, potato salad, cole slaw, carrot & raisin
salad and choice of lemon cake or brownies for
dessert. Coffee and lemonade will also be
served. This marvelous feast alone is worth the
price of admission!

You will not want to miss this meeting. So, com-
plete the registration form and mail it in today.
Don’t wait, the reservation deadline in Sept. 26!
There will also be drawings for door prizes as
well. It is guarenteed to be a great day for every-
one. See you there.
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September 10th
Monthly Meeting
St. Dunstan’s Parish Hall, noon

Felingrapl:
How To Decipher 16th - 19th
Century Handwriting

Genealogical research can be difficult enough
but when the handwriting -- in english -- is diffi-
cult to read, we all could use some help.

When reading copies of old original documents,
both printed and microfilmed, we can easily be
misled by ancient and archaic handwriting
styles and unfamiliar lettering conventions. This
can result in us making the incorrect conclu-
sions and seriously undermining our research.
Come and learn how to correctly decifer old
writing. Don’t fall prey to common mistakes that
can hinder the inexperienced researcher. This
topic is a must for every family historian no mat-
ter how long you have been researching. Plan
on attending.

Gene Cheney has been involved in family his-
tory research for over fifty years. He has taught
research classes for 46 years. He is a profes-
sional genealogist with a California State
Credential in Genealogy Education. He cur-
rently teaches this subject for Mt. San Jacinto
College. Gene is also the director of the Hemet
Family History Center and as Southern
California Family History Area Advisor for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He
is also serving as President of the Hemet-San
Jacinto Genealogical Society.




The Newsletter is published monthly, except
January, by the San Diego Genealogical Society
and mailed to all current members. Submission
deadline for articles and announcements is the
15th of the month for the following month.
Inclusion is based solely on the discretion of the
Editor and/or Board of Directors. Members are
encouraged to submit materials for publication,
subject to copyright provisions. Please contact
the Editor for guidelines.

2005 Board of Directors

President...........oooviiiiiiiiinn. Peter Steelquist
1st Vice President........................ Colleen Kline
2nd Vice President............. Antoinette Bertolas
Treasurer.......eveeiiiiiiiieennn, Harvey Keating
Secretary ......cccccvveviiiiiiiiiieeee Tim McMaster

Acting Newsletter Editor.......... Peter Steelquist

Comments and suggestions can be e-mailed to
the editor at steelquist@aol.com or left on the
Library answering machine, 619-588-0065.

Donation Challenge

With membership renewal a few months off, the
Society is facing a budget shortfall. We need to raise
cash to help pay our bills. To do so, we are conduct-
ing a fund raising campaign through the end of
October. A generous member has offered a challenge
to motivate other members to give -- for every dona-
tion made, this benefactor will not just match the
amount but double it. You heard right. For every dol-
lar you donate the Society will receive a total of
three.

The only stipulations are that the donations need to
be made before Nov. 1st, 2005 and the offer applies
to a donation limit of $2,000 (total $6,000 for the
Society).

SO, WE NEED YOUR HELP. If you have been con-
sidering donating to your Society, NOW is the time. As
you write that check, stop and think how much you get
from your Society. And consider doing something
extra yourself -- why not double your donation amount
and really help out your Society. This is a one time,
special offer and we really need to make the most of
it. So, please give generously knowing that your dona-
tion will grow three fold.

Mail your check payable to SDGS to our Treasurer
Harvey Keating, 325 Kempton St. #305, Spring Valley,
CA 91977. And do it right this minute! (Please note it
as a general fund donation)

Remember, your donation is fully tax deductible.
Thank you for your generosity. And a very special
thanks to our ‘challenge’ benefactor
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President's Message.......

The Society needs your help. As we approach year-end,
we are facing a financial shortfall - a nice way of saying
we need help in paying our bills. While we have been
successful in raising money with many activities, our
expenses, particularly for our library, continue to
increase.

While we have not had an organized fund-raising drive,
a number of members have been most generous in mak-
ing donations. This has been extremely helpful and we
are most grateful. However, we are still experiencing
financial difficulties. A very generous benefactor (who
wishes to remain anonymous) has made an offer - a
challenge to our members - to encourage donations.
They will donate double the amount of any donation
made through Oct. 31st. to the general fund. So, your gift
of $100 will actually yield the Society $300. This offer
applies to a donation limit of $2,000 (or $6,000 total for
the Society). We are most pleased and grateful for this
offer but it will only benefit us if YOU make it work.
Please, sit down right now and make out your check. As
you think about it and the generous offer of our benefac-
tor, consider making your gift for as much as you can
afford. Your generosity will be amply rewarded and the
Society will be able to meet its obligations. THANK YOU
While this will solve our immediate concerns, we also
need to be looking for longer term remedies. The first
notion that comes to mind is to raise our annual dues -
from $25 to $30 or $35. While this would be an easy
approach, the Board feels that it would cause an overall
decline in membership. That is why we began offering
tiered 'premium’' level memberships this year - so those
who can afford to pay more can do so. A number of our
members choose this option and we are most apprecia-
tive. When you renew your membership for next year,
please consider this option.

The Board is also reviewing other financial options which
will be discussed later this year when we present the
2006 budget. If you have ideas on how the Society could
increase revenue or otherwise manage our resources, |
would ask that you e-mail or phone me. After all, togeth-
er WE are the Society.

Best regards and Thank You
Peter Steelquist

NG DN OD
The Meaning of Life.......

A hundred years from now it will not matter what my
bank account was, the type of house | lived in, or the
kind of car | drove, but the world may be different
because | was important in the life of a child.

SDGS Newsletter, Vol. 38, No.8



Unclaimed Relatives

With our heighten concern about security and identity
theft, access to research sources for finding living rela-
tives has been significantly reduced. In a prior
Newsletter article we reported on some of the online
resources that are still available. One, however, that is
often overlooked is the state's unclaimed property lists.
Almost every state has an online web site where you
can search for unclaimed property. The property may
include forgotten bank accounts, insurance settle-
ments, court and legal settlements, uncashed checks,
safe deposit box contents, utility refunds, etc. Not only
are there billions of dollars just waiting to be claimed
(Calif. alone has $2.9 billion) but the sites also list the
individuals by name, often including spouse, last
address (if available), source of funds, amount, etc.
Most state sites let you query by last name alone, but
also by first name and city.

So, how can this help you? Just knowing the state
where your relatives live(d), you can find others with the
same names, even in the same cities. This can help
you locate siblings, spouses and children. The listed
addresses, in many cases, may even be the current
address. Many of the reported assets are for deceased
people who will not be listed in phone or city directories.
If you have an uncommon surname, this can reap some
real benefits.

In addition to finding current relatives, you can also find
money owed them. What a better excuse to contact a
relative than to tell them of a financial windfall. | spent
a half hour typing in names of my relatives and friends
in several states and found over $7,700 owed them!
Needless to say, | made them very happy. They now
have much more appreciation for genealogy.

So where do you find these sites? The California
Unclaimed Property site is at: www.sco.ca.gov/ (it does
not work on AOL - use Internet Explorer). There is also
a site that has links to sites for every state at:
www.unclaimed.org/ . All sites have information and
forms for filing claims at no cost. Beware, however,
there are some companies that want to charge you a
fee to help file a claim. You'll enjoy looking and may
even find a forgotten fortune for yourself or a relative
(also try neighbors and friends). Happy hunting -- and
let me know if you have any great success stories.

Aluminum Can Recycling
Helps Your Society

The Society continues to collect your empty aluminum
cans for recycling. By bringing them to the monthly
meetings or leaving them in the storage room at the
library, you are not only helping the environment, you
are also helping your Society. So, please, collect your
cans (and those of neighbors, relatives and friends) and

%i)ve them to your Society.
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Meeting in Review....... Aug 2005

Penny Feike talked on research in the Southern states.
She noted that these research methodologies apply not
only to the South but also include DE, KS, NE and MO.
She introduced the notion of 'model of states' where
research guidelines could be generally applied to neigh-
boring states as well. In the case for VA, she cited
records lost in the Civil War and thus the need to search
out 'offsite' records. She made the point that most
'onsite' records were current records of the period that
were used in everyday business and that offsite records
were usually older records and may be found within prior
county and state boundaries. Thus VA offsite records
could also found in OH, KY, IL, ID, IA, etc. Earlier
records, e.g. VA Military District records could have
extensive holdings for OH. It is important for the
researcher to apply the notion of 'what they thought at
the time' when searching for records.
Many older offsite records are now just being made
available. Penny cited the example of FHL recent filming
of ME records found by putting ads in newspapers. Also,
these records could be in unfamiliar archives and repos-
itories, even distant locations, requiring need for thor-
ough searches.
She covered the research method of 'evidences' -
researching records for people with the same surname.
This, particularly with less common names, can bring
surprising results. In marriage records, it can provide
names of parents, relatives as witnesses, etc. The book
'Marriage in VA' which is a compilation from many
sources and contains an 'every name' index. She gave
examples of direct and indirect indexes and how they
should be used. In looking at other record sources, she
noted that land and court records need to be used
together. Also that marriage bonds predate recorded
vital records and show consent and parents names.
For county boundaries, important resources are the
Handybook for Genealogists, Map Guide to the U. S.
Federal Censuses by Thorndale & Dollarhide, the
Genealogist's Address Book and and the AniMap com-
puter program. County histories can also give important
information.
Church records include Baptist, Methodist and Quaker.
Also the Episcopalian 'state church'. When looking for
cemetery records, go beyond the transcribed head-
stones as these won't include unreadable, weathered
markers. Seek cemetery and sexton's records, plot
maps, etc.
Other records sources not to be overlooked are notary,
midwives, and casket maker records, usually indexed by
recorder's name -- also school records and church
newspapers. The State Adjutant General's Office can be
a gold mine for anyone who served in the military includ-
ing Confederates.
As usual, there was not enough time to cover the topic
but everyone came away with a wealth of information.
SDGS Newsletter, Vol. 38, No.8



Linkpendium

Cindi's List, the compendium of links to genealogical
web sites, boasts links to more than 240,000 sites cov-
ering 150 categories. While impressive, a similar site,
Linkpendium claims links to 2,284,599 sites!

On first look, both sites appear fairly similar - menu driv-
en links to other web pages. But what you find at
Linkpendium is a more focused approach to U. S.
states, counties and localities. They also provide
1,887,388 links to surname pages. Not offered here are
international references, software, methodology,
research aids, church and other non-locality oriented
sites.

So, why should you use Linkpendium? First, if you are
looking for county level information, it is a gold mine. It
has links to many sites not included on Cindi's List. It
has extensive lists of cemetery sites, including photos
and transcriptions. There are also many map site links
for counties and cities, biographies of local luminaries,
historical sketches, photos, mailing lists and message
boards and many other categories too numerous to
mention. The best test is for you to pick a county you are
familiar with and see what they have. Don't forget to look
at the state level sites and the surname index. | know
you will be impressed.

Linkpendium is being developed by Karen Isaacson and
Brian Leverich, the same people who originated
RootsWeb some years ago, prior to its being acquired
by MyFamily.com, parent company of Ancestry.com.
They have obviously been very busy since leaving
RootsWeb. While the site has been in operation for
almost two years, it doesn't receive the publicity and
recognition it deserves.

So, go to www.linkpendium.com and give it a try. It will
soon become one of your most used 'favorite' sites.

R ach s U ana D Wan

Ten Things My Descendants
want Me To Know

10. That future generations would count so heavily on
census reporting to be factual.

9. That handwritten diaries handed down to stable gen-
eration descendants are a godsend to historians, even
as 'mundane’ things as their daily life activities.

8. That when pictures were taken, making sure that they
were labeled on the back with more than "Sue's baby
dau."

7. That there was the importance of saving letters that
contained info about the family they received from oth-
ers.

6. Giving family history, including letters, diaries and pic-
tures, to the real caretakers of the family who care

about the family history and family history preservation.
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5. The importance of continuing the yearly family
reunions, even if a few attended.

4. The godsend of writing down the migrations of the
history as | knew it to be. From where to where, who and
why....

3. The importance of writing down copies of the Bible
Records notations and passing them along to many
members of the family, including connecting ones in
whatever way, in case of fire, flood, or stupid direct
descendants who would pitch the valuable info.

2. The godsend of writing down their own family history
and diagrams the way they knew it to be, including who
fought in what war, and whether or not the family was
cousins with whatever famous person [and perhaps
how, if they were!l] And while we're at it, making the
notations of how the names were spelled.

1. To NEVER NEVER NEVER name a son or daughter
the same as in the past if more than 2 times it already
appears in the same generation, found in the same
county, and state.

Thanks to Phyllis Newton for submitting this.

RV atn s U e ana O W
LIBRARY NOTES «+«+.. By Anna Acosta

This month I'm issuing an appeal for help.

Our Society and library are run solely by volunteers.
This is often taken for granted and we depend on the
same volunteers to give of their time year after year until
we wear them out.

At this time we have lost our Study Group leaders, Lynne
Robinson and Karna Webster, for lack of interest in this
monthly activity. And at least one of our Thursday library
volunteers has resigned. We will need someone to give
just 3 hours, once a week, to be on hand so we can keep
the library open to the public one day per week. If this
becomes impossible, we may find it necessary to offer
access by appointment only! The library isn't always a
busy place on Thursdays so it is a time when the volun-
teers can do their own research. Diane Altona is unable
to continue the Thursday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. shift and will
be greatly missed. After 4 years of volunteering, she
wants more time to travel and do her own research.

| think the membership takes all the volunteers for grant-
ed - not only the Society Board Members, but those who
dust and vacuum, dust the books and periodicals on the
shelves, re-shelve books, do catalog entries into the sys-
tem and do the cataloguing of our new acquisitions.

| am asking for 6-7 volunteers who can work just once a
month. Think about it and please call me at home 858-
271-9287. Help is greatly needed starting in September!
One of the most rewarding activities is being involved.
Thank you for giving any time you can. It is most appre-
ciated.

See you at the library. Anna
SDGS Newsletter, Vol. 38, No.8



Castle Garden
Now Online

If you had relatives
immigrate  through
- New York City from
. 1830 to 1892, you
now have a major new
© research resource. To
, commemorate  the
ik 150th  anniversary
! opening of the Castle
‘ Garden immigrant
depot on 1 Aug 1855, the Battery Conservancy has
launched http://castlegarden.org . This electronic data-
base project contains over 10 million names extracted
from the original ship manifests.
While Ellis Island records have been available for sever-
al years now for ancestors arriving since 1892 (a fire on
14 Jun 1897 destroyed many records), prior records
were often difficult to locate and access. This site offers
a free 'Quick Search'. The initial search criteria asks for
name (first or last) and date range. The next screen lets
you refine your search by place of origin, occupation and
name of ship, in any combination. Unknown information
may be left blank. Results will show name, occupation,
age, sex, literacy, arrival date, origin country, departure
port, last residence, destination, plan, ship and passage.
Ten names are listed per page with total number of
results and pages listed at top (to page through, use
arrows to the right of page count). Unfortunately, it does
not allow wild card character (*, ?, &, %) searches. There
is also an Advanced Search, "ideal for scholars and
those interested in genealogical research" that will
search any criteria, even without a first or last name. The
cost is $45 and downloads an excel file of results.
While this site is very easy to use, a more complex set of
search criteria is available through Stephen P. Morse's “1
Step” web site (see next article). Also, don't assume that
just because you didn't find your ancestor here that they
didn't come through Castle Garden. For example, | know
my ancestor, John Steelquist, immigrated in 1881 with
his brother August. | could not find them in this database.
| searched Ancestry.com's U. S. Immigration Collection
(available free at the FHC) and finally found "Aug't
Stahlquist" arriving 25 April 1881 aboard the S. S.
Circassia. | could not find John at Ancestry and the
online images were almost unreadable. | ordered the
ship manifest film from SLC and finally found "Johan
Stalquist". This certainly points out what we all know only
too well -- record collections are only as good as their
index as well as the handwriting and transcription.
Despite my research results, this new database should
be a major resource for earlier immigration records.
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Do You Know
Stephen P. Morse?

Well, if you don't, you should. That's because he has cre-
ated a web site that provides "1 Step" access to many
existing databases at other sites. What makes "1 Step"
searches so great is that they provide more powerful
interfaces to search these sites. You are not 'locked in' to
only the search options offered at the host sites. In many
cases, rather than going through multiple screens and
query levels, you can search all available parameters in
one search. In many instances, he has added 'Boolean
search' capabilities not available at the host site.

So, what can you find through his web site? Well there
are 102 links with "1 Step" to other sites and pages, 84 of
which provide free access while the others require a sub-
scription (i.e. Ancestry.com). These sites are arranged in
ten categories: Ellis Island, Castle Garden, Other Ports,
Census and Soundex, New York Census, Births, Deaths
and Other Vital Records, Calendars/Maps, Dealing With
Hebrew and Russian Characters [the alphabet, not the
persons], Creating Your Own Search Forms and Misc.
Within these categories there are some unusual search
capabilities including; ships and fleets, ship images,
changed street names, locating couples, relationship cal-
culator, where's grandpa?, maps and aerial photos, con-
verting addresses to latitude/longitude, last minute silent
bidding on e-bay and universal bookmarks. He has even
created various colored pages to help categorize individ-
ual searches - 'white form' for generic searches, 'blue
form' for Jewish searches, 'gray form' as a short form.
Even if you have already searched the host sites for your
ancestors, you will want to try again using "1 Step". It
opens new ways of searching and looking at the avail-
able information. Plus, new databases are added as they
become available. It is worth keeping it as a ‘favorite' and
checking it regularly. You can find this wonderful
resource at: www.stevemorse.org/ . Be sure to read the
'How to use this web site' link to get the most from your
searches. This definitely qualifies as 'a better mouse trap'
for family historians.

Shop Ralphs and Food-4-Less

to Help Your Society

If you shop at Ralphs or Food-4-Less, you can help
your Society -- and it doesn’t cost you a penny more.
Register your 13 digit Ralph's Club Card or ask us to
mail you a Food-4-Less card. You may sign up at our
monthly meetings or phone our library (619-588-0065)
and leave a message on the recorder (name, address,
phone #, card #).

By using the cards when you shop, your Society gets
up to 5% of the purchase amount. What could be easi-
er! Do so today and shop often.
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Are You A ‘History Detective’?

One of the best things about looking into your family his-
tory is finding the great family stories that have been
passed down. Sometimes they are humorous personal
stories that share real insight while others may relate
personal events or achievements of significant merit.
Sometimes they may seem a bit far fetched or at least
slightly embellished, perhaps after years of telling and
re-telling. While there is usually a kernel of truth to most
of them, it does take a little detective work to get to the
'truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth'. This is
where genealogists become like the "History Detectives"
onTV.

| have a few stories that were passed down to me that
seemed a little too fanciful to be true. Let me tell you
what | heard and what | then found out through my
research. All are true - and | am not making that up.

A distant cousin of mine was always 'known' to have
been the 'little fat boy' in the "Our Gang" comedies. From
early photographs, he was always very heavy set. In
addition, his mother was an 'extra’ in the early silent
movies. Plus, in his later years, he worked in the produc-
tion crew at Warner's Studio. Thus, seems plausible.
After all, what family wouldn't want to have a Hollywood
connection. But is this true?

First off, there are old family photos showing him as a
boy on a Hollywood movie set. He is identified on the
back. Others show images of his actress mother. Then
there are the obituaries. The LA Times obituary does not
mention his movie career but the one in Variety Daily
cites him as a star in the 'Our Gang' comedies. At last,
there's the proof! Next, to several books about the Hal
Roach comedies that began production in 1922. For the
221 episodes made, there is no mention of my cousin. In
fact, only two boys played the 'fat kid' and neither was
him. Plus, my cousin was born in 1907 which would have
made him 15 when they began production - far too old to
be a childhood actor.

But what about the photos? A close examination
revealed that the title of a script he was holding read
"Makin' Movies". So, off to the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Science Library in Los Angeles. Sure
enough, "Makin' Movies" was a silent short made in
1922 staring Johnny Jones. But there is no mention of
my cousin. However, further research shows he and his
mother were listed as extras in a move named "Penrod",
made in 1922. Then, in a L.A. Times article in 1923, my
cousin is listed as a co-star (along with Tommy 'Fatty’
Hicks) in a Buddy Messinger move named "Forward
Pass". In another article that year there was a photo of
him - and yes indeed, very fat.

So, mystery solved. While not an actor in "Our Gang", he
did have a brief film career in Hollywood. It was probably
easier to say that he was 'the little fat boy' of Hal Roach
fame than to give a long explanation of his movies which
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no one would have ever heard of anyway. Plus, what bet-
ter excuse to have as you goes through life ‘on the chub-
by side’.

In another story, my Aunt Nell was born in Corsicana TX
and spoke with a wonderful thick Texas southern accent.
She loved to tell of the old days and had a certain flair
that always kept us riveted. She often spoke of my Uncle
Wilber's participation in the 1932 Olympics in Los
Angeles on the U.S. wrestling team. She noted that while
he was not a medallist, he did achieve significant suc-
cess. She even recounted the story for a recorded oral
interview. As | remembered my uncle, short, stocky and
husky -- he certainly could have been a great wrestler.
After Aunt Nell died, | started looking into the story. Yes,
the Olympics did take place in Los Angeles in 1932.
Since my uncle was born in 1909, he would have been
about 23. Seems OK. He was born in San Diego and
attended State College as did his older brother who
earned varsity letters all four years in football, baseball,
basketball and track. Hmm, athletic ability must run in the
family. However, | could not find Wilber's name in any of
the Olympic records. But then there were over 1,200 ath-
letes at the games so perhaps he got missed. | also
checked the State College Yearbooks but couldn't find
him listed or pictured on the wrestling team. Very odd!
With one aunt still living, | thought | would find out what
she remembered. When | told her the story, she replied
"Where the hell did you hear that!" The truth, it seems,
was that he was on the junior varsity wrestling team in
high school and had just happen to go to Los Angeles
when the games were going on. He certainly never was
a participant. Aunt Nell, it seems, was embellishing upon
what was an intense sibling rivalry between my uncles
that had gone on for years - and now was even taken
beyond the grave.

One last story. This one appeared in the book, "Portage
County, A History of an Ohio County" (1957) and told of
my ancestor, William Marshall, who came from South
Carolina in 1806 "with two picks he had used to build Fort
Sumter". What a wonderful piece of history to know that
my ancestor helped build the famous Ft. Sumter in
Charleston Harbor that marked the start of the Civil War.
| wondered, could these picks have survived and where
might they be?

A quick check revealed that plans for Fort Sumter were
not completed until 1827 and construction was not start-
ed until 1829. So, he obviously could not have helped in
its construction, particularly since he died in Ohio in 1828
at the age of 80. Could this all be a fabrication or could
there be some truth here? Could it be another fort? If so,
where?

Let's look at the facts. First, he was born in 1748 in
Chester Co. PA. He was married there in 1770. In the
Revolutionary War he served under Capt. Curtis Lowne
in the PA militia. In 1782 he went to Cane Creek, Union
Dist., SC, where he was recorded in the 1790, 1800
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Federal Census. By 1810 he is in OH.

If he was involved in fort construction, given his age, it
would more likely be in PA where there would have been
a greater need than in SC after 1782 (at age 34).
Chester Co. PA, after all, is the site of the Barndywine
Battlefield and its northern boundary boarders Valley
Forge. The first famous fort of the period that comes to
mind is Fort Ticonderoga in north-east New York. Could
they have gotten the famous forts confused?

The history of Fort Ticonderoga tells that it was captured
by the Americans in 1775. The next year, there was
extensive construction and modifications made. But in
July, 1777, the British recaptured the fort. In their
October retreat, the British burned all the buildings and
it was never garrisoned again.

This could possibly be the fort given his age and militia
service, however | can not find any record of Capt.
Lowne near Fort Ticonderoga, or any other fort for that
matter. So, for now, this still remains a mystery, but this
'history detective' is still in hot pursuit.

T BL IO
Harper's Weekly

Most of us are familiar with the historical engravings that
graced the pages of Harper's Weekly, the national news-
paper published from 1857 through 1916. Many of these
by noted artists and cartoonists of the time have now
become quite collectable. But have you ever thought of
using Harper's Weekly for genealogical work?

The notion of a national newspaper, profusely illustrated,
really only came about with the development of a quick,
mass produced engraved images that could meet the
quick deadlines demanded of a weekly paper. Founded
by the Harper brothers, the paper was aimed at the mid-
dle and upper socio-economic classes and tried not to
print anything that it considered unfit for the entire fami-
ly. Its news and editorials played a significant role in
shaping and reflecting the public opinion of the times. It
became a major influence in setting the political tone
during and after the Civil War.

It gained wide readership due to the popularity of its
illustrations and quality of its writing. Its circulation
exceeded 100,000 and peaked at 300,000 on occasion.
Noted artists like Winslow Homer, Frederick Remington
and Thomas Nast contributed illustrations (to which
Boss Tweed said, "l don't care so much what the papers
write about me - my constituents can't read, but they can
see them damned pictures." Writers included Mark
Twain, Stephen Douglas, Horace Greeley and Horatio
Alger, among others.

So how can this help family historians? The 56 years of
Harper's Weekly provided a continuous record of what
happened on a weekly basis. It has been bylined 'A
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Journal of Civilization' and is perhaps the most impor-
tant primary source for examining America on a week-
to-week basis. It served as a national barometer of the
political and cultural climate across our land. It exam-
ined the many social issues that faced the country -
slavery, the Civil War, reconstruction, westward expan-
sion, native Americans, woman's suffrage, economic
cycles, the rise of imperialism, wars (Spanish-American,
Boxer, WWI) -- all in great detail that is often missed in
our history books. But its importance is not only in the
news stories but also in the phenomenal illustrations,
biographical information and even in the advertise-
ments. All of these help annotate the backdrop of our
ancestor's lives and should be included in your research
to fully understand the context in which they lived.

If there is some pivotal event that occurred in your
ancestor's life, you will certainly find it insightful to look
up what happened in that weekly issue of Harper's. You
will not only find the news of the day but also the tem-
perament of the times for your ancestor at that time.
Perhaps a downloaded cartoon of the period would say
it all.

Where can you find Harper's Weekly? Well, fortunately,
they have all been indexed, including news, illustrations,
editorials and advertising, and are available through
online databases. HarpWeek has digital images for the
entire run divided into nine segments including; Civil
War, Reconstruction | & Il and the Gilded Age | through
VI. Each of the series is available to libraries by sub-
scription. Check your major city and university libraries
for availability of the databases. You may need to be a
library patron or visit the library in person to gain access.
In addition, their web site, www.harpweek.com , does
offer a number of free features.

Another site, www.harpersweekly.com, has 217 Civil
War issues (10 Nov 1860 thru 1864) which can be pur-
chased for $1.95 an issue (print or download). They are
also sold in CD sets of various sizes. Each issue has an
index and you can view the illustrations (and 'save as'
for free or purchase a high quality tiff file for $5).

So, next time you think about what it may have been like
to 'walk in your ancestor's shoes', go to Harper's Weekly
and get a first hand account. While it may not help you
fill in your ancestor's dates and places, it will certainly
help put 'flesh on the bones'.

R ach s Ul san e W

Welcome to Our New Members
We want to welcome the following new member to
the Society. Please introduce yourself to Nancy at
our next meeting. Welcome to the Society!

Nancy SPROTTE -- JONES, ALLEN, GEHRKEN,
WEISSER, PALMER, LAMB, SMITH, CAMERON
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Sailing to America in 1831....... Part 4

[Editor -- In his letter dated 29 Dec 1831, Curtis Casson wrote to his uncle John Peacock in Durham, England about
his voyage to America aboard the ship Sheffield. ...... continued from last month’s Newsletter

The 20th rather more favourable, had a light breeze from the NE and sailed at the rate of five knots an hour.

The 21st we had a calm all day until eight o'clock in the evening at which time the wind arose, it was

favourable but so high that we could not carry sail. One of our sheep, died and about ten ducks.
The 22nd the storm continued all the day.

The 23rd was a dead calm all day until eight in the evening at which time a fine breeze sprung up and we

sailed at the rate of eight knots an hour.

The 24th we had a fine breeze all night, from eight to ten knots which continued until twelve o'clock at which
time the wind arose and blew a gale but it only continued a few hours, then we had a steady breeze about six

knots which continued all night.

The 25th (Xmas day) about five o'clock this morning one of the sailers came down the steerage and told me
we should see land as soon as daylight, this was too good news to lay in bed I was very soon up and on the
round top and there I sat until I saw land. I called one of the sailors below who came up and soon made it

out to be long Island. We soon saw the forests and happy we were, we had not seen land for sixty five days.

The 26th we had a head wind so that we were obliged to tack in the case got very slowly forward. Two boats
came off to us this afternoon for news and just before dark we got the pilot on board he took us up to Sandy

Hook and there anchored us for the night.

The 27th we lay at anchor until about nine o'clock then we set sail and with about half a dozen tacks got
inside the hook then we got quite up to New York and sailing up the River and Bay we had the finest prospects
that ever I saw in my life, It must be beautiful in summer for I think now it exceeds all the paintings that I
ever saw. In sailing up from Sandy Hook we have on the starboard side Long Island; it is a hundred miles in
length, there are a number of very handsome villages on it which we see an sailing up. On the larboard side
Staten and Jersey Islands very beautiful and several large batteries. The Seaman's hospital a very beautiful
building. There are stem boats continually running betwixt New York and Jersey City on the same plan as
that you have at Shields, they will carry about twenty carts and horses and about two hundred passengers.
There are very few carts and wagons used now in the country now the snow is on the ground, they all uses
slays, they run very swift and make no noise so that they are obliged to have bells about the homes necks, it
is almost fit to deafen you so many bells rattling about. The horses are much lighter and smaller than in John
Bull's country, the general run of them are about the size of the mare thou sold to Kirk & Scott, they are most
of them good carcassed ones, they almost as round as a barrel necks like rainbows, all long tails, but a many
of them very bad fore legs. The value of a horse seventy to eighty dollars. Cows we regular smaller than
England. Value of a cow was twenty to thirty four dollars. The sheep are less than in England their value is
from fourteen to eighteen shillings. The pigs are a disgrace to the country, they have very short bristles and
stand up very like a wild boar. I saw some twelve weeks old sold for ten shillings. Beef is four cents a pound,
mutton six cents, pork five and a half, bacon and hams nine cents each, chickens three shilling per couple,
partridges six shillings per couple, quails two shillings, rabbits two shillings, venison eleven cents a pound,
geese four shillings each, turkeys six shillings, ducks five shillings per couple, bear beef five cents per pound
etc, to be continued next issue
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SDGS Event Calendar

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings held at;
St. Dunstan’s Parish Hall, 6556 Park Ridge Blvd., San Diego

Sept. 7 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 10 -- Monthly Meeting, Deciphering Old Handwriting, St. Dunstan’s, noon
Oct. 5 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 8 -- SDGS-BIGRA combined All Day Seminar, St. Andrews, see flyer

Oct. 30 -- Nov. 6 -- Salt Lake City Trip, see flyer

Nov. 5 -- Family History Fair, Escondido, visit www.familyhistoryfair.org for details
Nov. 9 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

Nov. 12 -- Monthly Meeting, Penny Feike, Land Records, St. Andrews, noon

View All San Diego County Genealogy Events at: www.cgssd.org/events.php3




