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Fundraising Drive
A Great Success!

Thanks to the generosity of our members, the
Society raised $4,125 in donations to the general
fund through Oct. 31st. The matching offer for this
portion of the drive was for up to $2,000 in mem-
ber donations. But because of the overwhelming
response, our matching benefactor has agreed to
match the entire amount. As this was a ‘double
match’, the Society will receive a total of $12,375!
These funds will go a long way to keep our prize
library open and promote ongoing operations. A
very big THANK YOU to all our member who so
graciously gave during this matching drive. And of
course, we would not have been so fortunate had
it not been for our match benefactor. On behalf of
all our members, the Society offers our most sin-
cere thanks to this generous individual (who wish-
es to remain anonymous) for stepping up to the
plate in our time of need with this offer.

Just because the matching period is over, doesn’t
mean you can’t continue to make your donation.
When you fill out your membership renewal form,
please consider joining at a higher level or make
a separate designated donation to the Society.
Your thoughtful generosity is so appreciated and
will really help your Society. So, please, give what
you can and Thank You.

November Election Results

At our November monthly meeting, our members
unanimously voted in the slate of board members
up for election this year. They include;

President -- Peter Steelquist
1st VP -- Elaine Foulger
Secretary -- Tim McMaster
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Annual All Day
Seminar and Luncheon
January 14, 2006

Handlery Hotel

This year, our featured speakers for this all day
event will be nationally known genealogists,
authors and lecturers William Dollarhide and
Leland Meitzler.

William Dollarhide has been doing genealogy
research for over 35 years. In 1984 he founded
Genealogy Bulletin, a bi-monthly magazine. He
is also a contributing editor to Heritage Quest
Magazine. He has authored 8 books, including
the award-winning Map Guide to the U. S.
Federal Censuses. He has lectured nationally
to over 750 genealogical organizations.

He will present “Organizing Your Genealogy

Papers” and “Forgotten Public Land Records”

Leland Meitzler founded Heritage Quest in
1985 and has since been with Sierra Home
Corp. and ProQuest. He has given over 2,000
presentations to National, State and local
genealogical organizations. This is his 21st
year conducted tours to Salt Lake City.

His topics will be ‘Finding Women in Your

Pedigree” and “Using Tax Records to Establish

Relationships”.

The meeting will feature a sit down gourmet
luncheon with your choice of Sliced London
Broil (with garlic mashed potatoes) or Grilled
Halibut (with mushroom risotto), garden salad,
vegetables, roll, Raspberry Ganache Cake, cof-
fee and tea.

There will be drawings for many door prizes,
including a hotel package for two in Salt Lake
City. The Heritage Quest bookstore will also be
there. Be sure to mail in your reservation early.
Don’t miss this one! See you there.




The Newsletter is published monthly, except
January, by the San Diego Genealogical Society
and mailed to all current members. Submission
deadline for articles and announcements is the
15th of the month for the following month.
Inclusion is based solely on the discretion of the
Editor and/or Board of Directors. Members are
encouraged to submit materials for publication,
subject to copyright provisions. Please contact
the Editor for guidelines.

2005 Board of Directors

President..........ccooiii. Peter Steelquist
1st Vice President....................... Colleen Kline
2nd Vice President..................o... Joan Carter
Treasurer.......cooveeeeeeeeeeieeiiieeeeee, Phyllis Quarg
Secretary ........coooieiiiiiiie Tim McMaster
Acting Newsletter Editor.......... Peter Steelquist

Comments and suggestions can be e-mailed to
the editor at steelquist@aol.com or left on the
Library answering machine, 619-588-0065.

Dessert Recipe Promised

At our November meeting, board member Donna Swink
brought a dessert that was an instant success. A num-
ber of people asked for the recipe and Donna agreed to
share it. With the holidays coming, this will certainly be
a big success at your get togethers. Thanks Donna!

Cherry Cream Trifle

A cool and creamy dessert especially attractive when
presented in a punch bowl.

1 package (18-1/4 ounces) yellow cake mix

2 packages (3.4 ounces each) instant vanilla pudding
mix

2 cans (21 ounces each) cherry pie filling

2 cans (20 ounces each) crushed pineapple, drained

2 cartons (16 ounces each) frozen whipped topping,
thawed

2 cups chopped pecans

Prepare and bake cake according to package directions
fora 13" x 9" x 2" pan. Cool on a wire rack. Prepare pud-
ding according to package directions.

Cut cake into 1 %2" cubes; place a third of the cubes in
an eight quart punch bowl. Top with a third of the pie fill-
ing, pineapple, pudding, whipped topping and pecans;
repeat layers twice. Cover and refrigerate until serving.
Yield: 25-30 servings.
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President’s Message........

As we complete our 58th year, we owe a great debt
to those past, present and future who give so
unselfishly to help make all that the Society does hap-
pen so well. Some of the contributions are easy to
recognize -- those of the board members, the many
volunteers, the generous donations of money, equip-
ment and books and those who share their knowl-
edge so we can all learn to be better family historians.
And of course, we would not be the Society we are if
it were not for our members. We have Life and
Honorary Members who have been with us and sup-
ported us for many, many years for which we are
most grateful and appreciative. And our members
who renew year-after-year deserve our thanks for
their devotion and continuing support. But all this is
not enough to sustain us. We need new members.
This was brought home as we prepared our 2006
annual budget. It seems all societies and organiza-
tions are facing challenges in recruiting new mem-
bers -- the life’s blood to enable us to grow. While,
according to the polls, genealogy is more popular
than ever, it seems fewer are willing to make the com-
mitment to join a society to learn the ‘ropes’ to quality
research. Perhaps this is due to the influence of the
Internet and greater demands of work and family life.
But for whatever reasons, the impact is the same.
This is why we need your help to bring in new mem-
bers. The greatest influence to get people involved is
by word-of-mouth. That is you talking about what you
love best -- doing family history research -- and get-
ting others interested in doing theirs. But that is just
the beginning. You also need to tell them about your
Society and all that it means to you. But don’t stop
there, bring them to one of our meetings. And then
ask them to join and give them an application. In other
words, become their mentor and teach them how to
do genealogy the right way -- the way you learned
from being a member of the Society.

In fact, that is how | learned. | almost walked by the
SDGS table at the Del Mar Fair but for Mary Van Epps
who caught my attention. The next thing | knew, we
were talking ‘family history’. While clearly interested, |
didn’t know how to start putting all the pieces togeth-
er. After a subsequent phone call, Mary invited me
over to her house. We sat down and for the next two
hours she shared her knowledge and encouraged me
to get started. That is all it took. | was hooked.

So, please, consider what you can do to encourage
just one person to pursue their ancestry. Most people
are already interested and are just waiting for the
opportunity -- the one you could give them.

Thanks and Happy Holidays

Peter Steelquist, President
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Family History
Holiday Gifts

Whether you are the self-appointed family historian or
simply inherited the title, you have probably ended up
as the keeper of the family treasurers - the old photos,
bibles, letters, documents, heirlooms, keepsakes, etc.
While it is an important responsibility, many of these
cherished items remain hidden from and unappreciated
by other family members who probably would love to
share in their history and the family lore. With the
advent of digital photography, there is now an easy and
inexpensive way to share these items and accomplish
your holiday gift giving at the same time.

With a digital camera and scanner, you can make
copies of these items and incorporate them in beautiful
photo calendars. There are a number of different ways
to create these and many different styles to choose
from. Whether you are making one custom calendar for
that special someone or printing several hundred for
the entire family, there are a number of different options
you need to consider.

For just a few calendars, you can use software on your
computer and print them out on your color photo print-
er. Some programs you probably already have (geneal-
ogy, Microsoft Word, Publisher, greeting card software)
have ready-made templates you can use. Just drag-
and-drop you photos, add captions, dates and you're
done. Other custom software is available (EZ Photo
Calendar Creator, SmartDraw - free trial copies avail-
able online) that have many different styles and options
to create professional quality calendars. Most programs
will let you add customized dates (e.g. family member's
birthdays, reunions, important historical dates, etc.).
For more than just a few, you may want to create your
calendar and have a service print it for you. They offer
professional photo printing, custom paper stock, spiral
bindings, etc. Some like www.digi-labs.net provide free
software with calendar prices starting at $13.95. As
mentioned in our Aug. 2005 Newsletter, www.lulu.com
lets you design your calendar online and store it there,
printing only the number of copies you or others want,
starting at $11.30. Other family members can even
order copies of it online at cost (or for your profit!). If you
don't want to do the design work yourself, some com-
panies like Heritage Studios (www.HSphotogifts.com)
let you mail in or upload your photos and they will com-
plete the project for you. Single photo calendars begin
at $9.95 with giant 12 photo, 10"x17" size costing
$22.95.

Whichever approach you use, your family history calen-
dar will be a cherished gift and help promote interest in
your family's heritage.

And while you have these digital images out, think of all
the other things you can do with them. There are
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Christmas tree ornaments to which you can add photos
(look in holiday shopping catalogs, specialty stores,
etc.). Just print the photo to fit the frame and add dates,
caption, etc. on the back. What better way to share pho-
tos of children, ancestors, the old family home, pets, etc.
which will be appreciated every holiday season for years
to come. Begin a tradition and give a new one every
year.

If you have lots of photos and documents, you might
want to consider creating a photo CD album that can be
played on a DVD player and watched on TV. You can
make these using your computer's CD burner and photo
editing software. While there are too many brands of this
software to cover here, you probably already have one
if you have Photoshop Elements or similar program.
Picasa, a very good, free photo editor from Google
(http://picasa.google.com) will also create gift CDs. For
more professional effects (pans, zooms, fades, transi-
tions, music, narration, etc), consider ProShow Gold
(www.photodex.com - free trial version available). Once
created, you can make as many copies as you want for
next to nothing. Not only will you be creating a valued
family treasure, you will also have an offsite backup
copy of your treasured photos should anything happen
to your originals.

So, as the protector of your family heritage, here are just
a few ideas on how you can use your resources to not
only share them with others but also do your gift giving
with truly unique and priceless presents.

Giving Your Ancestors A Voice

Ever wish you could make your ancestors come alive
again? Well, in a way, you can. If you have old letters,
diaries, journals or other written accounts, you can post
them on the web to share with others and perhaps even
find some that others have posted for your ancestors.
A web site, http://pastvoices. com, lets you post your old
family treasured documents for others to read and learn
from. You can also read those that others have submit-
ted. Many are from soldiers writing home from battles -
- from the Revolutionary War to Iraq. What better way to
tell the real nature of war than from the first hand
accounts. Others tell of special events or just everyday
living.

On the site, surnames are arranged alphabetically by
country (USA, Canada, UK, -- tabs at top). There is also
a blog of unindexed letters as well as archives going
back almost two years.

So, if you have enjoyed the personal letters published in
this Newsletter this year, you will love this site. See if
any of your surnames are listed (or use the ctrl-f search
feature in your browser). But even more important, post
your own family letters. Bring them out from hiding and
let them live again so others may appreciate them as
much as you do. A voice from the past can live again.
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Genealogist Finds Katrina Kin

Barbara Harrell has been doing family research for 35
years. She read a newspaper account of an elderly
patient who had been airlifted to San Antonio with no
identification except for a yellowing wristband. She
knew she "just had to do something to help".

The name on the ID bracelet was 'Roppola’ but it turns
out even that was incorrect. Barbara used her comput-
er and online resources and by the end of the day had
located 88 year old Ada Roppolo's nephew, David
Duthu in St. Rose, LA. That led to finding her daughter,
Angela Ramon in Harahan, LA, who immediately got in
touch with the medical staff at the hospital.

Roppolo, suffering from Alzheimer's disease, is virtually
blind, can't walk and is able to speak only a few words.
She was in a nursing home that was crippled by the hur-
ricane. While not flooded, there was no power and only
a struggling skeleton crew trying to deal with the situa-
tion with dwindling food and supplies. She had been
evacuated to New Orleans airport and then airlifted to
San Antonio. If any records had came with her, they
were misplaced by the time she reached the hospital.
The family had no idea where she was.

After a few hours of searching, Barbara found
Roppolo's maiden name, Dermandy. That led to obitu-
aries that had been published in the New Orleans
Times-Picayune where she found the names of the rel-
atives. She was then able to find relatives phone num-
bers.

When she arrived at the hospital, Roppolo was badly
dehydrated and suffering from bladder and eye infec-
tions. She has since recovered and back with family,
thanks to a genealogist who “just had to help”.

is an Ancesﬁy com Affiliate

Whenever you make a purchase from or subscribe to a
new Ancestry.com database, please be sure to log on
the San Diego Genealogy Web site
(www.rootsweb.com/~casdgs/) first and go through our
link to Ancestry.com. In this way, your Society receives
a commission on what you purchase but it doesn't cost
you a penny more! Be sure to tell you friends about this
too as any purchase through our web site counts.

For your Holiday shopping, consider the many fine
books, CDs, supplies, subscriptions, etc. offered by
Ancestry. Be sure to include them on YOUR gift list also.
Happy Holiday shopping with Ancestry.com!

The Meaning of Life......

Only a genealogist regards a step backwards as progress.
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Meeting in Review.....Nov. 2005

Penny Feike introduced her ‘Immigration Records
Check List’ as a ‘working document’ to use in finding
available clues to your ancestor’s emigration and immi-
gration. She identified the 5 major ports of entry and
years for which records exist and which are indexed.
She pointed out that the predominant heritage of the
passengers aboard may have determine at which port
they docked. Also that if unable to dock, an alternative
port may have been used. Some of the ports were in
very close proximity to each other so generalizations are
not alwasy valid.

In looking for foreign departure ports, start in the U.S.
and work backwards. There were both direct and indirect
routes to U. S. landings. The manifest will identify port of
departure. Some may not seem logical so you need to
identify the ship and owners (using Lloyd’s Register) to
even find company records of ticket buyers. Don’t rely
just on indexes, you need to go to the original manifests.
Her handout provided an extensive selcection of pas-
senger lists.

Also noted were ports of departure, the years and which
have been microfilmed at FHL. In some cases, ‘police
lists’ at departure ports will name emigrants who were
awaiting departure. She covered periodicals which con-
tain immigration information and libraries that have
them, including the Heritage Immigration Library in Los
Angeles. She mentioned that PERSI does not cover
European ports of departures but should be checked
none the less.

In looking for foreign passports after 1850, look at the
ports of departure, particularly for Italy, Austria, the
Balkans. For Germany, look to the state where they were
born. Don’t overlook searching American passports as
many immigrants went back home to visit and had to get
a U. S. Passport.

She talked about the three levels of naturalization; pre
1800s oath of allegiance, freeman rolls; 1820-1913 local
court filings with application, letter of intention and final
document; 1913+ filings in Federal court with each per-
son filing individually. She cited instances for each type
and what the records may contain.

Throughout her presentation, Penny gave examples
from her own research that highlighted some of the diffi-
culties in identifying and locating ancestors. She empha-
sized the importance of doing all possible local research
first (ordering FHL films to browse here) so critical time
away can be used to ultimate value. It was apparent
from her talk that most of these records are not available
online. She cited that only ‘one thousandth of one per-
cent’ of genealogical information is available on the
Internet.

Everyone came away from this presentation with a
heightened appreciation for the critical role that solid,
scholarly research plays in successful research. .
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Researching the
'American State Papers'

Have you ever used the official records of Congress for
your genealogical research? If not, you are missing out
on a unique and valuable resource. More specifically, |
am referring to a group of documents known as the
'American State Papers'. This collection of 6,278 docu-
ments represents the executive and legislative writings
of the House and Senate from 1789 to 1838 and is
compiled in 38 volumes.

The books are arranged in ten topical classes covering
1. Foreign Relations, 2. Indian Affairs, 3. Finances, 4.
Commerce and Navigation, 5. Military Affairs, 6. Naval
Affairs, 7. Post Office Dept., 8. Public Lands, 9. Claims
and 10. Misc. Those most pertinent for genealogical
research are 'Public Lands' and 'Claims' but if you had
military or naval personnel among your ancestors,
those sections would also be worth checking.

So, you don't think your ancestors were important
enough to be published in official government docu-
ments? Think again. The land grants and claims in the
'Papers' cover various types of land claims on Public
Domain Lands of the Unites States. The government
was required to validate private land claims granted by
earlier French, Spanish and British governments in the
Public Domain States (AL, IA, MS, AR, LA, MO, FL, MI,
OH, IL, MN, WI, IN) before title could be granted under
the Public Land Laws (other states are also cited).
Included were the public land grants promised to
Revolutionary War veterans. Also, Indian claims had to
be adjudicated before title could be granted under the
Public Land Laws. Many private land claims were vali-
dated by the claims commissions and federal courts are
also cited. Even claims not approved are mentioned.
There are almost 80,000 diverse claims to land during
this period.

What kind of genealogical and historical information
can you find? Many claims provide ages of claimants,
previous places lived, names of children, wives and
other relatives, exact location of claims and the time
period of 'cultivation and habitation'. At a time when
Federal census data was limited and other records now
missing or destroyed, these records can be a gold
mine.

The 'Claims' section contains individual claims present-
ed to Congress for relief that were not directly related to
Land Claims. They represent a wide variety of situa-
tions where people were seeking remedies from the
government. At a time when local and state govern-
ments were not equipped to handle such claims, people
often wrote directly to their Federal representatives.
Cases could involve men killed while in public service
with large families where the wife petitioned for com-
pensation. Information contained in these claims could
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include name, age, residence, names of family members
and a wealth of other personal information.

Keep in mind that the 'Papers' is only a citation providing
the name, date and brief extract. The real information is
contained in the claim file with the original petition and
supporting documentation. You need to contact the
Center for Legislative Archives at the National Archives
for assistance in finding more information on the claim in
congressional records. To contact the Center, write to
Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and
Records Administration, 700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20408-0001 (phone 202-501-5350).
Also consult Anne Bruner Eales and Robert M.
Kvasnicka, eds., ‘Guide to Genealogical Research in the
National Archives of the United States’, 3rd ed.
(Washington:  National Archives and Records
Administration, 2000), available in the Society library
(call number 929 N277).

How do you use this valuable resource and where do
you find it? The 'American State Papers' were first pub-
lished between 1831 and 1861. They were reprinted in
1994. Each volume is indexed in the back. In some
libraries each section may be located by subject, not as
a set. A computerized index entitled 'Grassroots of
America' was published in 1972 that combines the indi-
vidual indexes into one directory of names enabling the
researcher to track individuals through more than one
volume.

A check of local libraries finds that San Diego City Public
Library has 'Grassroots of America' but not the 'Papers'.
The 'Papers' can be found at Escondido Public Library,
Carlsbad and CSU- San Marcos but check closely as
they may not have all volumes. UCSD has both as does
the Los Angeles Public Library.

The Library of Congress, American Memory website
(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsp.html) con-
tains a browsable set of 'Papers' with a searchable text
index for each volume (use the Ctrl-F 'find' feature of
your browser to quickly search the index). This site also
has a search engine for its 'A Century of Lawmaking for
a New Nation: U.S. Congressional Documents and
Debates, 1774-1875' which should also not be over-
looked in your genealogy research.

If you haven't already concluded, searching the
'American State Papers' is a must for anyone with early
American ancestors. Take the time to use it and get
copies of the petitions. The rewards will be worth it.

‘ Facts’

The man with the oldest known individual ancestor is a
British professor named Adrian Tagett, whose tested
DNA matches that of a 9,000-year-old skeleton
unearthed in Cheddar, England.
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What’s In Your Wallet?

Is your wallet bulging with cards? — library cards that is. If
not, it should be. But not because you need them to
check out books at the library. Quite to the contrary. You
need the library account number in order to log on to their
ever increasing number of online databases.

Almost every library these days offers subscription data-
bases to their patrons. Many are specialized and only
available through libraries while others you could pay for
to subscribe to yourself -- but why pay when you can
have access for free just by having a library card. Best of
all, most of these databases are accessible directly from
your home computer (some may only be accessible from
the library computer).

For the most part, all you need to do to get a library card
is to be a resident of the state (sometime the county), fill
out an application and present it in person with an 1.D.
Once you have the card, you will never need to go the
library again (of course, you will probably want to). In fact,
you should never drive anywhere near a library without
stopping to get a card. Even in distant cities, you may find
they have some unique databases that will come in
handy. Before starting a trip, check out the libraries online
to see if they have useful databases. Some libraries offer
non-resident or ‘guest’ card for access. Be sure to ask.
So, what kind of information can you find on these online
databases? Many of these databases are available
nationwide and are found at many library sites. Others
are more specialized or ‘in-house’. Each library deter-
mines which they want to make accessible.

Following is a survey of the San Diego area libraries and
a few larger state library sites with the genealogical relat-
ed databases they offer. Keep in mind that these repre-
sent only a few of their total database holdings. You will
want to visit each site to find out more about these data-
bases and the others they offer. | have included a few
non-genealogy related databases that may also be of
interest.

San Diego City Public Library

American History Online

Ancestry Library (ProQuest) at SDPL locations only.

Biography Resource Center (Gale) -- Over 300,000 full
and over 900,000 capsule biographies

Gazetteer of the World (Columbia University Press)

New York Times Archive (ProQuest), Sep 18, 1851 to
Dec 31, 2001

Newspapers - National and Regional (ProQuest), includ
ing San Diego Union-Tribune with abstracts from
12/5/1983, full text from 1/1/2000.

ReferenceUSA (InfoUSA) -- U.S. residential listings

WorldCat — the OCLC Union Catalog of books, maga-
zines, and other materials in libraries worldwide
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San Diego County Public Library

Biography Resource Center
Gale Literary Databases

Los Angeles Times
ReferenceUSA

U. S. History Resource Center
Audiobooks -- downloadable
eBooks -- downloadable
Morningstar -- investments

Carlsbad City Public Library

Biography Resource Center
5 On-Line Encyclopedias
Heritage Quest
Proquest Newspapers: Search here for full text articles:
San Diego Union Tribune (2000-current)
Los Angeles Times (1985-current)
Wall Street Journal (1984-present)
New York Times (1999-present)
ReferenceUSA
Value Line Research Center — at library only.

Chula Vista Public Library

America's Newspapers

Biography Resource Center

NetLibrary Audiobooks; download audio books.
NetLibrary Electronic Books; download ebooks
ReferenceUSA

Escondido Public Library

EBSCOHost -- reference materials and newspaper/
magazine articles.

Gale Biography Resource Center

Grolier Online Encylopedia

New York Times

ReferenceUSA

Investor's Business Daily Online

Oceanside Public Library

Biography Resource Center

NewsBank -- SD, LA, Orange & Washington DC news
paper articles

ReferenceUSA

Los Angeles Public Library

Biography and Genealogy Master Index (Gale)
Biography Resource Center (Gale)

California Index, holdings at LAPL

City Directories Index of holdings at LAPL

SDGS Newsletter, Vol. 38, No.11



Columbia Gazetteer of the World

Genealogy & Local History Index of holdings at the LAPL

HeritageQuest Online

History Resource Center: U.S. (Gale)

Los Angeles Times 1985-Current (NewsBank)

Native American Index of holdings at the LAPL

Obituary Index holding at the LAPL (for noted actors,
authors, journalists, and librarians. Coverage is
more comprehensive after 1970's.)

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

ReferenceUSA

Sanborn Maps 1867-1970: Digitized California maps
from the Sanborn Map Company

Rosetta Stone Online -- Learn other languages using this
voice and visual software.

San Francisco Public Library

InfoTrac OneFile (Gale)

Newspapers (ProQuest)

New York Times Historical (ProQuest)
EBSCOHost Newspaper Source

InfoTrac Full Text Newspapers (Gale)
Encyclopaedia Britannica Online

Oxford English Dictionary

San Francisco Historical Photograph Collection
UnionLists of Periodicals (FirstSearch)
Biography and Genealogy Master Index (Gale)
Biography Resource Center + Marquis Who's Who
Guide to Biographical Resources

NetLibrary Downloadable Audiobooks
NetLibrary eBooks

So, now that you know just how valuable a library card
can be, start collecting all you can. They can be your por-
tal to research treasurers right from your own home.

Elections cont. from pg. 1

Membership -- Jacquelyn"McMaster
Programs -- Gloria Osborn

Special Events -- Roberta Levy

The Board also announced the appointment of Phyllis
Quarg, Treasurer and Joan Carter, 2nd VP, to fill those
vacant positions. The Society is most grateful to all
these members for volunteering to serve on the Board.
The Board proposal to amend the By-Laws on use of
the ‘Building Fund’ as distributed in our October
Newsletter was approved by a quorum vote. The 2006
proposed budget was also voted on and approved by a
unanimous vote.

The Meaning of Life......

The road between the houses of friends is never long.
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Library NoOtes.........by Anna Acosta

I'm writing this on Monday Nov. 14th. After spending 9
days traveling, 7 on a cruise ship out of Tampa, Florida
hosted by Wholly Genes Software, with the users of The
Master Genealogist computer program, a group of 450
from 43 states & Canada. | thought you would be
amused to know it's 4 a.m. and I'm stuck in Ontario
because the plane couldn't land due to fog at Lindbergh.
Since there were no buses available and no personnel
on duty in Ontario, a decision was finally made at 2 a.m.
to not unload the luggage (we had been waiting 3 hours)
and to fly back to San Diego at 9:30 a.m. To have a real-
ly big laugh you should know that the second portion of
the return flight from Salt Lake City was overbooked and
$400 plus lodging and meals were offered to any 4 peo-
ple willing to give up their seat and take a flight out on
Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. Elaine Foulger accepted
the offer. So, who made the smarter decision -- Elaine
getting a good nights rest or me sitting in the Ontario
Airport for 10 hours? | know, I'll never hear the end of
it! But when the airline refused to pay for a shuttle to
San Diego several of us bulked and then when they said
we would have to come back to Ontario for our luggage
you can imagine the discontented uprising. So then the
final decision was made and here | sit and wait.

The cruise was wonderful - several nationally known
speakers were with the group and each gave lectures at
least twice. They included Elizabeth Shown Mills, for-
mer editor of the NGS Quarterly and past president of
several others Associations, who wrote "Evidence"
(which many of us probably own and is available in our
library) and most recently "The Isle of Canes". Tony
Burroughs who has been teaching genealogy at
Chicago State University for 15 years has been on many
television specials and written for many publications as
well as publishing "Black Roots: A Beginners Guide to
Tracing the African American Family Tree" and has
received the Distinguished Service Award from the
NGS, and has also held many board positions on other
professional societies. Marsha Hoffman Rising , another
professional genealogist, educator and writer and past
officer with many societies including past president of
FGS. She has published at least ten books and
authored many articles.

These are only three of the twelve presenters. Wish all
of you could have heard the very informative and enter-
taining talks. | found of some new books you would find
useful and will order them for our library. | also learned
about new collections being digitized for the Internet
including the DAR applications and papers.

Hope all of you are planning to attend the January
Annual Meeting. You can look forward to learning and
being entertained. GUARANTEED!

See you at the library. Anna
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December 7, 1941

This note was written on the ‘date which will live in infamy’ by Lt. Harold Palmer from the deck of the Hospital
Ship USS Solace at Pearl Harbor. This is an exact transcription of the words he wrote on the pages of his 3 1/2
x 5 1/2 note pad.

7:55 a.m. surprise attack by Japanese planes. Saw bombs explode alongside Arizona. Vestal got
under way and cleared side of W. Va. Explosions opened plates, necessary to beach Vestal. Utah
hit by torpedoes, turned over and sank. Arizona a mass of flames. Planes dive bombing in gener-
al direction of dry dock. Jap plane coming down east channel, pulled away from stern of us and
was hit by Whitney -- landed in flames in cane field. Another plane hit by Whitney, smoke trail-
ing behind. Appeared to land high in hills. Appeared to be about 40 planes in action. Batterys on
ships now in action, bombing not so good. Empty shell cases look like logs in a mill pond.

Destroyers and Cruisers getting underway and clearing harbor. Nevada getting under way from
battleship row. Arizona and W. Va. in flames. Oklahoma hit and turned over. California hit and
listing badly. Pennsylvania in dry dock, apparently not damaged. Tennessee and Maryland hit but
not badly damaged. Nevada hit by torpedo and bombs at junction of east & west channels, backed
into shore and beached thus not blocking harbor channel. Raleight hit by heavy bomb down by the
stern. By this time every gun in the harbor is in action. Sounds like Hades has broke loose.
Downes and Cassin hit in dry dock forward of Pennsylvania. Shaw hit in floating dry dock. Smoke
fire visible from Hickman and Wheeler Fields. Making preparations for moving to new anchor-
age. Mooring shackle froze. Had to cut shackle with acetylene torch. Left 30 fathoms of chain at
buoy. Port gangway broken in coming to new anchorage.

Dead and wounded commenced coming aboard: Every available man on ship giving a hand.
Rescue party left the ship to work on the Oklahoma to try and get men trapped in ship after in
turned over.

Ack-ack shrapnel is falling all around Ship. Bay is spotted with spouts of water where it is falling.
Several pieces fell on Ship. Main attack is about over. Turned to all men in I & R to repair gang-
way. Destroyer steaming down harbor at high speed, let go depth charge, Finish submarine.
Several subs sunk at harbor entrance.

More that 2,300 Americans died that day. Following the attack, Lt. Palmer and his men took launches out to the
sunken ships to rescue the wounded. The next day they began the grim task of recovering the dead -- many
burned and bloated beyond recognition. He remained at Pearl Harbor until Feb. 13, 1942 doing salvage and body
recovery work.

On this, the 64th anniversary of the attack, let us not only remember and honor all those who died but also those
that lived through that horrible day. If you appreciate reading these first-hand accounts, be sure to see the article
on page 3 of this issue, ‘Giving Your Ancestors A Voice'. If you have your own personal accounts from ancestors,
please consider sharing them with others. If you have one that you think our members would enjoy in the
Newsletter, please contact the editor.
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SDGS Event Calendar
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings held at;
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 8350 Lake Murray Blvd. (at Jackson Dr.) San Diego

Dec. 7 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

No December monthly meeting -- Happy Holidays

Jan. 11 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

Jan. 14 -- Annual Luncheon Seminar with William Dollarhide & Leland Meitzler
Feb. 8 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.

Feb. 11 -- Monthly Meeting, ‘Dating Photographs’, Patty Hacker, noon

View All San Diego County Genealogy Events at: www.cgssd.org/events.php3




