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April 8th Monthly Meeting
St Andrew’s Church, noon

Shaking  the  Myth:
PPrroovviinngg//DDiisspprroovviinngg  FFaammiillyy  LLeeggeennddss

Elizabeth:  The  Story  
of  a  German  Immigrant

Jean Wilcox Hibben trains Family History
Consultants and volunteers at the FHC in
Corona. A retired college professor, she is pur-
suing a doctorate degree in folklore and now
spends ‘more time with her dead relatives’. She
also translates old German records. An accom-
plished guitarist, she often uses music in her
lectures and workshops to bring together her
two loves: folklore and genealogy. Visit her web
site for more info: www.circlemending.org

Her first presentation will highlight the impor-
tance and fun in exploring those family legends
and stories. While many times there are kernels
of truth behind those old and re-told tales, can
we always assume they are accurate? Applying
theories of proving arguments to examples pre-
sented, she discusses ways to prove or dis-
prove family folklore. Come and learn how to be
your own history detective.

Her second topic will use ‘case study’ method-
ology to explore and teach proven research
techniques in German ancestry. The ‘first per-
son’ account will point out some of the prob-
lems encountered in actual research and how
to resolve conflicting and ambiguous sources.
This is a must for anyone with German ances-
try. Civil War records will also be discussed. 

LLooss  AAnnggeelleess  PPuubblliicc
LLiibbrraarryy  BBuuss  TTrriipp

DDeeaaddlliinnee  AApppprrooaacchheess

The bus for the Society’s trip to the Los Angeles
Public Library will leave on April 22nd at 7:30 a.m.
but the deadline to get your reservation in is April
10th. So if you have been putting off sending yours
in or have not yet decided if you should go, now is
the time for action! The bus is getting full.
If you have not been to the Los Angeles Public
Library before for genealogical research, you are
missing out on one of the best resources on the
West coast. Our March Newsletter cited the vast
extent of their genealogical collection, covering a
nationwide scope.
So, don’t be left behind. Mail in your reservation
today. Just the cost of gas to drive to LA and back
would be substantially more than the $30 bus fare
-- and you wouldn’t have the company of so many
trained and knowledgeable researchers.
See you on the bus!

‘Trash  to  Treasure’  Sale  Coming

See the flyer with this Newsletter for all the details.
Your Society is collecting non-genealogy books,
music CDs, VHS pre-recorded tapes and DVDs to
sell at our tables. If you have some you can donate,
please bring them to the next meeting or leave
them at the library. Please note for ‘Trash to
Treasure’ Sale. This is a good opportunity to clean
out your cabinets and help your Society. Thanks.
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Presidents Message.........
Your Society makes a significant difference in provid-
ing genealogical resources to the San Diego commu-
nity. It is not just our monthly meetings, our library, our
trips, our classes, the user groups and other training
opportunities, it is also the valuable contribution of our
publications.
Our Newsletter not only goes to our members but
also to a number of libraries, societies and other
groups. It not only has timely notifications of Society
events but also many original educational articles
written for and by our members. There is always
something for every level of family historian (and
some even for non-genealogists). I hope you read
and enjoy each issue as much as I do.
There is also our web site (www.rootsweb.com/
~casdgs), where you will find notifications of events,
copies of our flyers for meetings, membership and
registration forms and our Newsletter, including a
cumulative index. It also provides access to our
library card catalog. Recently, we have sought to add
more research content to our site. In addition to the
1850 San Diego County Federal Census, there is
now a complete index to the Society’s quarterly pub-
lication, Leaves & Saplings.
It is this latter publication that deserves more recogni-
tion, both within and outside the Society. If it were not
for our Leaves & Saplings, most of the original
records our committee surveys, transcribes and pub-
lishes would simply not be available anywhere! Their
efforts truly go to the core of genealogical research --
making rare and unique records available to more
researchers. It has been published continuously since
1973, totalling some 132 issues.
A good example of this is the recent work they have
been doing is at the Alpine and El Cajon Cemeteries.
Prior to our work, there has not been a complete and
comprehensive examination and transcription of
paper records and tombstone inscriptions for these
cemeteries. For the El Cajon Cemetery, the paper
records were stored in the original family’s home,
unavailable to the public (or anyone else, for that mat-
ter). Through our  efforts these will now be available
to researchers. (Please see the ‘thank you’ note to
our volunteers on  page 6 in this Newsletter. And if
you can spare a few hours to help verify headstone
inscriptions, please help out.)
If you value the Society’s publications, please help to
make them even more meaningful and important.
Your suggestions for or help in researching and writ-
ing articles, web content, database transcription, etc.
would really help make them more relevant for all our
members and the San Diego genealogical communi-
ty. Thank You.                        Peter Steelquist, President
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TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  LLiiffee............
Families are like fudge -- mostly sweet with a few nuts

Welcome  to  Our  
New  Members

The Society wants to acknowledge and welcome the
following new members (with surnames they are
researching). Thank you for becoming a member and
we look forward to seeing you at our meetings.

Judith BEARDSLEE -- BROWN, ELLIOTT, GROSSE,
HOGG, JACOBS, LORD, PEARSON, ROBINSON.
Georgiana CORAY -- BRAKENSIEK, CHRISTMAN,
COOMBS, CRAWSHAW, KOELLNER, MOWEN, NIEN-
BEUSER.
Robyn DENNEN-KIMBALL -- BRODELL, DACUS, ELLING-
TON, FRANK, HARTZELL, HONSA, PRATT, WILLIAMS.
Jean FARRELL -- 
Chester GAVIN III --
Rosemary LOREMAN -- DAUGHTRY, DAVALL, FOSTER,
HARTWICK, MORRISON, QUIMBY. 
Hillary JESSUP -- MAY.
Teresa PEARSON -- GUTHIER, O’CONNOR, RICKER,
RINDER, WHITLOCK, WORTHINGTON.
Julie PETERSON -- BLAKE, DUCK, LOUGHLIN, MOR-
TON, OHMER, SCHUINDERMAN, THURSTON, TULL.
Olivia SMITH -- BROWN, DARLING, FINKS, LONG,
SAMPSON, STARNES, THOMAS.
Dale STEFFEY -- 
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Some legislators see this privacy trend as going too far.
Rep. David Schulltheis (El Paso Co.) opposes closing
marriage licenses as it would hinder later genealogical
or historical research. Rather than closing records out of
fear, he suggests that lawmakers should raise the penal-
ties for identity theft to deter aspiring thieves. Others say
the public should be leery of officials claiming secrecy as
a reason to close off the public's access to government
records. It simply may be a veil to prevent public and
media oversight. 
While identity theft is a legitimate concern, it has also
become a 'bandwagon' for politicians looking for a pop-
ular issue to get electorate approval. After all, who is not
in favor of protection against identity theft? While the
issues are complex, many states, like Colorado, are in
'reaction mode' to implement laws that go beyond
restricting information access and have the more seri-
ous effect to jeopardize our open government and soci-
ety and lawful use of this public information.
If these events in Colorado seem distant to you and not
a real concern, think about California's recent loss of
access to marriage and death indexes. There is a
ground swell of sentiment surging across the country, in
all states and municipalities, that may 'shut the door' to
public records access. As genealogists, we need to be
concerned and vigilant that when such actions are pro-
posed, our voices are heard. Our legislators need to
take the right actions for the right reasons -- not reacting
out of fear or simply finding the most expedient solution
to the determent of legitimate public needs. 
So, please, when these issues arise, make your views
known. Once closed, these public records may never be
available again. 
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CCoolloorraaddoo  PPuubblliicc  
RReeccoorrddss  CClloosseedd

Recent moves by Colorado judges and lawmakers
intended to protect Coloradans from identity theft have
closed a variety of court records from public inspec-
tions. In Mesa County, Chief District Judge David
Bottger issued an administrative order restricting the
public's access to all domestic relations and probate
case files, including files from divorce cases, child cus-
tody disputes and contested wills and estate. Only
those taking part in the involved cases can have access
to the files by petitioning the court.
This action was taken to protect the public's 'privacy
interests'. Last year, more than 255,000 cases of iden-
tity theft were reported in Colorado, according to the
Federal trade Commission. However, there has never
been a case of identity theft resulting from someone
'mining' court records. Nevertheless, Bottger felt "we
needed to take this step". Another bill introduced by
state Rep. Ann Ragsdale, (Adams Co.) has closed pub-
lic access to Colorado marriage license applications.
In addition, a bill being considered by the state legisla-
ture this session could seal these files across the entire
state. Rep. Richard Decker (El Paso Co.), the bill's
sponsor, said most Coloradans are concerned about
identity theft and, if passed, his bill would prevent thefts
from court records. 
While the intent is to prevent identity thefts, some are
concerned that restricting access will also deprive the
public of the resources to hold judges and government
institutions accountable for their decisions - the corner-
stone of open government. Decker said that although
he understood secrecy concerns, identity theft has
made the bill a necessity.
To the core of the issue, these documents are designed
and developed for judges and other parties for purpos-
es of resolving disputes. As such, they contain person-
al and financial information -- account numbers, Social
Security numbers, dates of birth, etc. -- that can be
used in identity theft. But when lawmakers or the courts
seal access to public records to protect the public,
according to Bruce Jones, a First Amendment lawyer,
they are "throwing the baby out with the bath water". 
One possible resolution is to have the courts redact
[remove personal information from] the case files
before making them public. This would include removal
of Social Security numbers from court applications and
filing forms (usually used only because it is the only
unique identifier we all have, even though it has no pur-
pose in the document). This would necessitate
increased state funding to permit the courts to hire
more clerks to review the files. In Mesa County alone,
it is estimated that this would take five years.

‘‘TTrreeaassuurryy  HHuunntt’’
The Social Security Death Index is indispensable in
researching recent deaths. But now there are even
more reasons to use it and document the SSNs of our
relatives.
The Treasury Dept. now has a web site that enables
users to find owners of mature savings bonds issued
since 1941. It contains 4 million bonds that were never
cashed, totalling about $13.5 billion. This includes
Treasury securities that have stopped earning interest
that have never been cashed. It also contains bonds
that were returned as undeliverable (over 15,000 each
year). So, how do you use this? Log on to: www.trea
surydirect.gov/indiv/tools/sbtdhunt.htm and follow
the instructions. You simply enter a SSN (or copy and
paste it from your files or SSDI) and the system will
inform you if there are any ‘hits’. If so, it will provide
information on how to claim the bond.
Do your relatives (neighbors, friends, etc.) a favor and
see if you can find their lost savings (or at least some
extra pocket change). Even if deceased, funds can be
claimed by their heirs. Happy hunting.



Meeting  in  Review.....March 2006
Our speaker, Joan Lowrey, covered the major aspects in
publishing your family history book. Starting off with the
importance of preserving your years of hard work, she
then did an extensive review of the various numbering
systems that could be used to track all your ancestors.
She covered the ways numbers can be used for individ-
uals, generations, child order in the various systems
(Ahnentafel, Register, modified register, NGSQ, Henry)
and highlighted the format, style and typographical dif-
ferences. She also commented on the pros and cons of
each system. Her slides showed various genealogy
computer program report outputs (FTM, Legacy, PAF,
etc.) From her own publishing experiences, she covered
system limitations and workarounds. She brought a
number of books she had done for clients as examples.
In the second part of her program, Joan covered the
authorship and publishing of a family history book. She
discussed aspects of managing the data, including for-
mat for presenting family lines, organizational methods,
handling of citations, footnotes or endnotes and privacy
concerns. 
In discussing layout concerns, parts of the book and
order of presentation, she cited the use of The Chicago
Manual of Style, 14th ed. She showed examples of style
guides and the noted importance of being consistent.
She covered elements of typography, cross-referencing,
handling of photographs and use of ‘white space’. 
In discussing software, she mentioned book generation
programs (and their limitations) and usage of charts and
maps. Various features of word processors were pre-
sented, including the capability of creating pdf output
files for submitting to publishers.  Various styles of index-
es were also shown and discussed. Copyright concerns
were presented -- both of your and others works. For
photo and title page borders she mentioned graphics
available from Ilene Miller at Keepsake Publishing.
She went on to discuss publishing considerations,
including off-set printing vs. photocopying, paper, title
pages, covers and binding options (including channel
binding). She briefly mentioned use of a professional
publisher and ‘publish-on-demand’ services (see the
Aug. 2005 Newsletter). 
For those who have thought that publishing your family
history was an overwhelming project, Joan’s presenta-
tion helped identify and address all the elements and
how to bring them into a manageable process. While
publishing your family genealogy and history is still a lot
of work, it will reward you in preserving your work for
generations to come and make it available to other
researchers.   
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Library  Update.................by Anna Acosta

Did you know that the Society library subscribes to a
number of general interest genealogical magazines. If
you subscribe to these, you could be reading them at the
library for free. They are; Family Tree, Family Chronicle,
Heritage Quest, NGS Magazine and New England
Ancestors.
The library also subscribes to a number of genealogical
society bulletins and journals. A few of our members who
subscribe to their own generously donate them at the
end of the year to our collection. If you subscribe to any
and would like to donate them, please contact me. We
are especially seeking southern states material. Your
generosity would be helpful in defraying our subscription
costs.  
Thanks.

NARA  Online  Ordering  System
NARA (National Archives and Records Administration)
now has an online records ordering system where copies
of many frequently requested family history records may
be ordered. These include ship passenger arrival
records, individual census pages (1790-1930), Eastern
Cherokee Applications (1906-1909), Federal Land Entry
Files, Federal Military Pension Files (Revolutionary
through Civil War), Bounty land warrant applications and
Compiled Military Service Records (through Spanish-
American War). You can also order microfilm and publi-
cations.
Simply log on to their web site, www.archives.gov, and
select the ‘Research & Order’ options on the left of the
page. It has detailed descriptions of records and order
instructions. Registration and a credit card are required
to order. A fee schedule is also available online.
In addition, you can also check on the status of an order
by entering the order number in the ‘Order Online’
screen. Paper order forms, in pdf format, are also avail-
able to download. If you want to hire a researcher, they
can provide a recommended list of non-NARA personnel.  
While ordering NARA records has been dramatically
streamlined, waiting time for your documents may still
seem to take forever. 

Genealogy  Jamboree  Scheduled
The 37th Annual Genealogy Jamboree and Resource
Expo, sponsored by the Southern California
Genealogical Society, will take place on May 5th and 6th
at the Hilton Burbank Airport and Convention Center. It
will feature more than 45 different presentations on a
wide range of topics as well as exhibitors. 
For more details and online registration, visit their web
site at www.scgsgenealogy.com. ‘Early bird’ registra-
tion has been extended to April 20th (a $5 savings).

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  LLiiffee............
The easiest way for me to grow as a person is to sur-
round myself with people smarter than I am.
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FFrreeee  ‘‘OOffffiiccee  SSuuiittee’’
If you use Microsoft Office, you know the benefits of
having all the major business applications bundled
together -- word processor, spreadsheet, graphic pres-
entation, database, drawing and equation editor. But
did you know you can get all of these without spending
the $499 list price for Microsoft Office?
OpenOffice, a commercial office suite from Sun
Microsystems, has all of these same programs and it is
absolutely free. Yes, that's right - FREE. Even better, it
can use all the same files created by Microsoft Office as
well as save its own files in their format (as well as
many others). It can also use most other software file
formats. Furthermore, it works across platforms
(Windows, Linux and Macintosh OS X and is multilin-
gual (in over 30 languages). The roots of OpenOffice
goes back more that 20 years and is in use by tens of
millions of users worldwide.
OpenOffice, version 2.0, was released in Oct. 2005
with many improvements, including OpenDocument file
formats (OpenDocument is an XML file format that was
developed by OASIS, the international body for the
development and ratification of e-Business standards).
Its word processor, called 'Writer', has the same menu
structure and keyboard assignments as Microsoft Word
and does just about every normal function the same
way. It has an excellent spellchecker.
The spreadsheet program, 'Calc', works very much like
Excel. It supports advanced functions (wizards, pivot
tables, database functions, 'what if' analysis, etc.). It will
even save your files in pdf format for viewing only.
Its presentation software, 'Impress', is the equivalent of
PowerPoint. Like its name, it is very impressive. It sup-
ports 2D and 3D clip art, animation, special effects and
drawing tools. You can edit existing PowerPoint pre-
sentations as well as create Flash (.swf) versions of
your presentations.
'Base', the database management program similar to
Access, is new to version 2. It uses the same elements
as Access (tables, forms, queries, reports) and offers
wizards, design view or SQL view. It has its own built-in
HSQL engine.
Its 'Draw' program, much like Microsoft's Visio, creates
graphics and diagrams (i.e. flow charts, org charts). It
has a gallery of clip art and supports texture, lighting
effects, transparency and perspective for really life-like
effects. It supports all common graphic formats, includ-
ing Flash.
'Math', while less useful for most, is a component for
mathematical equations. It is used to create complex
equations for text documents. It is similar to Microsoft's
Equations Editor. 
Like Microsoft Office, all the parts of OpenOffice are
seamlessly integrated. Each has a similar 'look and
feel' making them easy to use. Furthermore, once you

learn one tool, it works the same in all applications. Also,
information can be transferred between all the pro-
grams.
Given all these features, why would anyone not use
OpenOffice? Good question. In fact, it is ideal for most
users, but especially students, those upgrading comput-
ers and those at work not tied to company or lan
restrictions. You can find out more and download
the software at www.openoffice.org. This is truly
an example of the saying "the best things in life are
free".

AArrcchhiivveeGGrriidd::  
Open  the  Door  to  History

In past issues we have reported on archive finding aids
(NUCMU -- May 2004) and now there is another service
that is indispensable for finding the letters, diaries and
manuscripts of your ancestors. Recently launched,
ArchiveGrid, is a free searchable database of family his-
tories, personal papers and historical records held in
archives around the world. Thousands of libraries,
museums and archives have contributed nearly a million
collection descriptions to ArchiveGrid, allowing
researchers to find items of interest in these collections,
contact archives to arrange a visit to examine materials,
and order copies.
ArchiveGrid is a service of RLG, a not-for-profit member-
ship organization of over 150 universities, national
libraries, archives, historical societies, and other institu-
tions with remarkable collections for research and learn-
ing. ArchiveGrid is available to both individuals and insti-
tutions free of charge through May 31st. If additional
grant funds or sponsorships are obtained, ArchiveGrid
will remain free of charge; otherwise subscriptions will
be available for institutions and individuals alike. 
A visit to their home page, www.ArciveGrid.org, pro-
vides search tips, a list of the contributing institutions
and a search input box. So, what can you expect to find
at ArchiveGrid?
While most of us don’t think our ancestors were impor-
tant enough to have their documents housed in an
archive, you may be surprised what you find. If they
wrote letters or were mentioned in them, they could be
indexed in a collection. Searching by surname may help
you find other family members. Location searches my
reveal details leading to other families and source doc-
uments. It is these unique manuscripts, often handwrit-
ten, that provide true insights into your ancestor’s past.
If you are not searching archives, you are missing one
of the best means of uncovering your family’s past. Give
it a try and happy hunting!
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CCeemmeetteerryy  VVaannddaalliissmm
Cemetery vandalism is certainly not new but is always
disturbing, particularly for family historians. Recently, an
ironic fate of justice occurred at Roodhouse, IL (about 60
miles southwest of Springfield).
A 16 year-old youth’s leg became pinned under a 600
pound gravestone he had just tipped over during a van-
dalism spree at a local cemetery. It took four firefighters
to lift the marker and free his leg. 
About 40 headstones were damaged by the group of
youths. The estimated damage was put at about ten
thousand dollars. 
The boy was taken to a hospital where he recovered
from his injuries. He was questioned by police after his
release from the hospital.

Which  Celebrity  Are  You?
www.MyHeritage.com may not be your favorite web
site but it does have some unique features. One fun
application is its face recognition technology. They have
created a database of 3,200 celebrities  -- from the past
two centuries -- in the areas of art, music, science, liter-
ature, sports, space, politics and more. You can upload
your, or anyone else's, photograph and the program will
compare it to their database and tell you which celebri-
ties it most resembles. 
Once a digital or scanned photo is uploaded, their spe-
cialized software automatically detects a face and
applies sophisticated algorithms to determine the most
likely matches from their database.
You can also upload your old family photos. MyHeritage
maintains another database of individual contributor’s
photos. These can either be designated as ‘private’ (for
you or just family members) or made public. These can
be compared to other uploaded photos to find matches.
Who knows, you could finally find out who that unknown
person is in your favorite ancestor’s photo. You can also
upload your family tree.  
The site is now in beta testing so all features may not
be available. But certainly give it a try and see which
celebrity you most resemble. Try it with family and
friends -- you will certainly be the life of the party with
this one.

‘Thank  You’  Volunteers
The Society and the Leaves & Saplings Committee
would like to thank the volunteers who helped out on
the El Cajon Cemetery records transcriptions. Our
THANKS to: Diana Altona, Lynda Barlow, Shirley
Bracey, Twila Moore, Nancy Nichols, Lynda Osborn,
Donna Swink, Donna Trapnell and Charlotte Zaino. Of
course, a big THANKS also to committee members
Karna Webster and Marna Clemons. 
On May 20th, from 9 a.m. to noon, volunteers are
needed to help walk the El Cajon Cemetery to check
some tombstones. If you can help, please phone
Karna (619-463-1029) or Marna (858-486-6099). 

Yearbook,  Combination  
Change  Delayed

With some late membership renewals coming in, publi-
cation of the Yearbook and change of the library com-
bination lock have been delayed. Please continue to
use the current combination to access the library. The
change date for the combination will be published in the
next Newsletter. 

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  LLiiffee............
"Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomor-
row."                                             --- Albert Einstein

SDGS  Membership  Helps
by Rosemary Cosgrove

Growing up, I was always interested in family history.
My father and aunt were interested in their ancestry and
I had gone through family photographs with them to
label the pictures and gain insight from their memories.
I also went to cemeteries and the local historical socie-
ty with my aunt.
Soon after joining SDGS, I decided to get my family tree
information organized in hopes of joining the Daughters
of the American Revolution. My father's uncle had done
much research and published his results in a journal in
1912. His son updated the material in 1930, however
nothing was documented.
Shirley Bracey [SDGS member] invited me to my first
DAR meeting where I met their Director. She reviewed
my documentation and found my ancestor, James
Nash, was listed in the Revolutionary War pension rolls.
My goal now was to connect me back through six gen-
erations to James Nash.
I researched census records, birth certificates, family
journals, etc. only to find a break in the line with a John
Nash. I contacted a cousin in Illinois (coincidentally
named John Nash). He wrote to the Herkimer County
Historical Society in New York and they were able to
find a baptismal record in a nearby church to make the
proof for the last necessary link. The DAR Director was
also helpful in finding additional proof.
In September 2005, I sent in the required forms to join
the DAR. I am happy to report that on February 2, 2006,
I was installed as a member in DAR.
Family legend says there are five other male ancestors
who fought in the American Revolution. Guess I start
again with more research. Thanks to everyone for their
help.

Thanks to Rosemary to submitting this great testimonial.



CCyynnddii’’ss  LLiisstt  CCeelleebbrraatteess  
TTeenntthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy

It doesn't seem possible that one of the most popular
genealogy web sites has been with us now for ten
years. Cyndi’s List was started on March 4, 1996 by
Cyndi Howells. Originally, it was her personal web site
with surnames, articles and a small portion, one page,
devoted to links to other genealogical Internet links.
What began as a six-page article for her local
genealogical society with 1,000 links became “a mon-
ster that would take one life of its own”, she said. Today,
the site boasts 251,235 total links with 8,563 “What’s
New” links submitted by visitors and 684 individual web
pages. It has had 43 million ‘visits through the front
page’ and averages 2 million page hits each month.
Surprisingly, the site is maintained by only one full-time
caretaker (Cyndi), a part-time employee and one ‘peri-
odic dabbler’.
Over the years Cyndi’s List has seen many changes.
For three years it had a corporate sponsor, Sierra,
which ceased when they sold their genealogy division.
It has sponsered Cyndi in nationwide speaking engage-
ments to local genealogical groups as well as national
conferences. 
While now more popular than ever, some have difficul-
ty understanding what it really is and how to use it.
Simply, it is a categorized and cross-reference index to
genealogical resources on the Internet. Others see it as
a giant card catalog to the immense Internet library. But
no matter how you use it, it is a free and one of the most
valuable resources that is at the top of everyone’s list of
web sites. 
If you are new to genealogy or want to take a refresher
course, visit “A Guided Tour of Cyndi’s List” at:
www.Cyndislist.com/guided tour.pdf.
To celebrate this anniversary, Cyndi has given the List
an all-new layout with streamlined navigation. There is
less ‘white space’ with content moved to improve read-
ability. A Google search box has been added to the top
of each page. So, if you haven’t visited Cyndi’s List late-
ly, pay a visit and see all the improvements. 
A big CONGRATULATIONS to Cyndi on her anniver-
sary and THANKS for creating one of our most cher-
ished resources.

GGeenneeaallooggyy  SSeemmiinnaarrss  
bbyy  TTeelleeccoonnffeerreennccee

Even though you attend all the genealogy seminars and
conferences you can, do you feel you still aren't getting
enough?. If so, there is another option for you -- tele-
conferencing. You can ‘attend’ genealogy seminars with
your telephone and computer. Best of all, you do so
from your home, at a cost that is really affordable.
Here is how it works. You sign up in advance for your
topic of choice and pay the registration fee (usually
about $15). Prior to the seminar, you are sent the pass-
word, handouts and slides via e-mail. At the appointed
seminar time, you phone into a conference ‘room’ with
your password and join the moderator, speaker and
other seminar attendees. Each participant can hear
everyone else. 
Then, it works just like a ‘live’ meeting. The moderator
introduces the speaker who then goes through their
presentation. You view the slides discussed on your
computer as they are presented. As this is a live, real-
time event, you can ask questions either during or after
the presentation. Sometimes the Q & A sessions last
longer than the presentation. 
So, what topics can you expect to find via teleconfer-
encing? Recent offerings include; “Boston States
Migrations”, “DNA & Genealogy”, “French-Canadian
Research”, “Irish Research Tips”, “Loyalists in the
American Revolution” and “National Archives
Resources”, among others. These are presented by
Ancestral Manor -- a web site devoted to “People,
Places and Things of the Past”. Visit them at:
http://ancestralmanor.com, and click on
“Teleconferencing Seminars”.
Unlike ‘online courses’, here you can ask questions and
benefit from those asked by other participants. You also
get to discuss the topic with others interested in your
area of research. Best of all, you can do it from home,
even in your ‘jammies’. 
Check it out, it could be that ‘seminar fix’ you have been
looking for.     
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Aluminum  Can  Recycling  
Helps  Your  Society

The Society continues to collect your empty aluminum
cans for recycling. By bringing them to the monthly
meetings or leaving them in the storage room at the
library, you are not only helping the environment, you
are also helping your Society. So, please, collect your
cans (and those of neighbors, relatives and friends) and
give them to your Society.

Washington  Help  Offered
Member Doreen O’Keefe is offering to do searches in
Spokane, Stevens and Ferry Counties. She is there
every year from April through October. Contact her at
famhistdok@yahoo.com, 619-669-6578 or 509-863-
4570. Thanks Doreen for offering to help our members.
It is most appreciated.
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Letter  of  Mattie  Lee  Hall....... to her 42 year old sister, Ada Mozel Hall Larisey, in Oxford
Florida. Ada and family were sharecroppers who had recently traveled by covered wagon from Georgia “as you
could make lots of money there”. A hard freeze had ruined their crops and killed their cow and newborn calf.

Ochlocknee, Ga., Sept the 24 (about 1922):

Dear Sister,

I will try to answer after so long a time this leaves all up but I have not bin feeling well here
of late we like about 3 or 4 hundred Pounds of cotton being done picking what is open there is a
rite smart of green bolls but I don't no where tha will open or not it hav bin so dry up here untill a
bout 2 weeks ago it ruined the young bolls we will make 5 bales.  We have not gotten out corn yet
I don't know how it will turn out we will have our corn and meat and potatoes tho tha are not
much good we did not have nothing but a few stubble for cane and the dry weather ruined it we
will chew it and dig up a little seed.  I have planted me some turnips and tha are up most all of mi
collards died.  I don't know where you hav ever herd about Ruby baby being dead or not it died
the 21 day of August it was taken sick on Sunday night died Thursday morning.  The doctor said
it had some kind of brain trouble never had bin sick a day in it life.  I shure did hate not getting to
see it since it was 5 weeks old.  Ruby heath is mity sorrow. I got a letter from Lemie the other day
he is in Winter Haven Fla he ses he like all right.  Lester is still in Minnapolis he ses he will stay
there untill the first of November.  You no I will be glad when he gets closter by home.  Minnie
came and spent the day last Sunday was a week ago.  It had bin over a year since I had seen her
she is as fat as a hog her teeth don't look just like her own did but tha become her all right.  I got
a letter from Grandma she said she was not as well off as she was when I was out there.  I no she
is mity sorrow she only went to the table and out in the porch where she wanted to sit and to her
bed.  she she did not go out of the house at all nor hadent in 3 weeks.  I don't think she will be
here much longer.  Aunt Mary and aunt Caroline is at Aunt Temp in Moultrie.  Minnie said she
did not no where Duard was thinking about marrien again or not but he goes drest up and
cleaned shaved so I reckoned he wants to maray but he hav got too many children to Marrie.  If he
wants to stay out of trouble he better study something else.  I dont no what is the matter with
Alva.  She dont ever write.  Did you here her say anything about me sending any pepper?  I sent
her a little bit of green pepper but I dont no where she got it or not.  You ask me about the prices
of things.  I dont no much about them..Flour is $1.10 some a little cheaper some a little hier.
Meat and lard is from 18 to 20 cents a pound.  Corn $1.00.  Eggs some places 35 cents or 40
cents.  I dont know what chickens is.  Lamar is working at the fill.  He ses tha pay one dollar a
gallon for syrp.  Our school will start next Monday.  We wanted to start the children but I no we
wont have the cotton out.  It hav rained all day and it looks like it is going to be a rainy spell.  Tell
me if Desser got to go to see you and where is she at?  And where is Carl and his wife?  Hope you
are still in the notion of coming to see us so I will close hoping to hear from you soon.  

Mattie Hall

[Thanks to member Phyllis Newton for sharing this. Do you have an old letter or diary entry you can share?]
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SDGS Event Calendar
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings held at;
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 8350 Lake Murray Blvd. (at Jackson Dr.) San Diego

April 1 -- FTM User Group, Society Library, 10:00 a.m. -- noon
April 5 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.
April 8 -- RootsMagic User Group, St. Andrew’s, 10:00 a.m. -- noon
April 8 -- Monthly Meeting, “Shaking the Myth”, “Elizabeth -- German Immigrant”, Jean Hibben
April 22 -- Los Angeles Public Library Bus Trip, see flyer
April 29 -- ‘Trash to Treasure’ Sale, see flyer
May 6 -- FTM User Group, Society Library, 10:00 a.m. -- noon
May 10 -- Board Meeting, Society Library, 7:00 p.m.
May 13 -- RootsMagic User Group, St. Andrew’s, 10:00 a.m. -- noon
May 13 -- Monthly Meeting, ‘DNA & Genealogy’, ‘Forensic Genealogy’, Colleen Fitzpatrick, Ph.D
June 18 -- 24, Salt Lake City Trip, see flyer

View All San Diego County Genealogy Events at: www.cgssd.org/events.php3


