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BCGS Fall 2006 Seminar Widely Acclaimed

Getting Started on Your Family’s History

Story by William J. Zehner, cG®", photos by Ron Young

Thaose who attended our November seminar were
unanimously positive &@ou what they saw and
head. Four of our Society’s members put on an all -
day event feauring six sessons that covered a
broad bu basic introduction to family history re-
seach. Twenty-five beginners registered in ad-
vance and at least 21 attended the dl-day seminar.
At least nine joined the Society as new members.

Bill Zehner opens the seminar with an outline of the
sessions to come throughout the day.

The seminar was designed to begin at the very
beginning—with ouselves—and poceeal from the
known to the unknowvn. Because different kinds of
genedogica rewrds were creded at various times
in the past, the six sessons covering the mgor rec

ord types were presented in the order needed by ge-
nedogists as they work back in time:

Beginnings

Twentieth Century Records
Nineteenth Century Records
Organization, Citations, and Evidence
Internet

Family History Library
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Although the
seminar was de-
signed for begin-
ners, several of the
attendees were a- |
tually alittl e beyond
the dtarting gate.
However, al
seaned to agreethat
plenty of useful in-
formation was pre-
sented because the
spedkers touched on
several  important
areas that usualy
are not covered in
beginners offer-

Nancy Roberts awaits her
: turn to present "Nineteenth
INgs. Century Records."

In addtion to the spedkers—Judy Bennett,
Nancy Roberts, Bonne Shipp, and Bill Zehner—
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Attendees take a break while awaiting the last session of the day. On the left are Beverly Gross of the Genealogical
Society of Okaloosa County, Family History Center Director Bama Young, and refreshments host Sally Rinehart. In
the center is publicity chair Joyce Soares, speaker Judy Bennett behind speaker Bonnie Shipp. In the back right are
Bill Zehner, Cindy D'Aurora, Sid Brickerd, and Bill Querengesser.

many other volunteas pitched in to make the
event one of our most successul. Rebeaca Saunders
made aspeciad trip to the Library on her day off to
let us in ealy. Then Bill Querengesser and Cliff
Loper greeted attendees at the door. Walter
Sherman and Berniece Loper handed registration;
Sally Rinehart and Jo Hanson attended to the re-
freshments and snads and Greg Morrison supgied
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Seminar Chairman Judy Bennett presents "Twentieth
Century Records."

dinated all the arangements and aganization, in-
cluding setting up the room and audio-visua
equipment, and coll ating all the spe&ers handous.

Perhaps the most important task was pulicity,
including distribution o brochures, flyers, and
newspaper and society articles. That was admirably
handed by Joyce Soares, who also made two TV
appeaances for the caise.
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President’s Message

It is an horor and a privilege to have been
eleded your new president. | also view it as a great
challenge. The very reason for the existence of ge-
nedogica societies is being cdled into question by
avast and rapidly-growing panogdy of not only ge-
nedogicd information, bu also of educaiona tods
on the Internet. Our Society, like most, was creaed
and fashioned in a period when there was no Inter-
net to guide, teach, mentor, or provide moral sup-
port to those interested in leaning abou their roats.
Many societies acrossthe @urtry are experiencing
adedine in membership and interest. So how is our
Society to survive in the twenty-first century?

We must redefine ourselves in such a way that
we provide services to ou members that the Inter-
net does not and can na. The Internet, for al its
wedth o (sometimes inaccurate) information, is
just a lledion d cold, frustratingly-difficult ma-
chinery that does nat always respond well to the
spedfic needs and questions of our members in the
pursuit of their ancestral heritage. Our challenge,
then, is to identify our niche axd respond to it
robustly. That isthe vision d this administration.

Our Society has made significant progress over
the past coude of years. We have implemented a
comprehensive new set of bylaws and standing
rules. We have anew eledronic membership data-
base axd an improved accourting process for
tradking our financial progress We have aquality
newsletter and Web site.

When BCGS hosted the 29" Annual Florida
State Genedogica Society’s Conference here in
Panama City Beach in the Fall of 2005, it was rated
as its best conference ever in several ways. Atten-
dance &cealed projedions by 44 percent, and
handily beat St. Petersburg's record of the previous
yea despite its much larger popuation. We were
the first locd host society to provide speaker intro-
ductions and phdographic reviews of the adivities.

We were the first genealogicd society in Florida
to pcst a muntywide index to every interment in al
of our 38 courty cemeteries on the Internet where

they can be seached from anywhere in the world.
We ae till the only Florida courty to have done so.
Our contributions to the Bay Courty Public Library
have helped make its genealogicd colledion ore of
the most comprehensive of any similarly-sized
courty in Florida.

Each spring, our Society, in cooperation with the
Panama City Stake Family History Center, presents
the largest genedogicd event in Florida north of
Cocoa. Family historians from every one of the 13
courties west of Tallahasse typically attend the
annual Panama City Family History Sympasium.

Clealy, our Society has been moving in the right
diredion and has much to be proud d. Neverthe-
less ou Society remains gnal and fragile. We
must continue to grow if we are to survive.

It shall be the objedive of this administration to
continue to move forward in identifying and po-
viding valuable services to o membership and to
al family historians throughou northwest Florida.
New educaional oppatunities for the wmmunity
are priority one. Vice-President Bennett is resporsi-
ble for identifying exciting and interesting new pro-
grams for our monthly meeings, and for establi sh-
ing our events cadendar well in advance so that our
members can make plans to attend. Publicity Chair
Soares has arealy gredly expanded ou advertising
avenues to make sure the community is aware of
our events. Vice President Shipp is refining our op-
erations to ensure that membership in ou Society is
rewarding for all, regardlessof experience level.

A balanced budget for 2007 is another major
objedive. A Web site overhaul is under considera-
tion. A Bay Courty Pioneer Certificate is among the
new initi atives being considered.

| challenge each of you to join me in bulding a
bigger, better Society. Take five minutes right now
and think of one person you krow who shares your
interest in hissher heritage. Drag that person to ou
next meding. We'll dothe rest.

Bill Zehner
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BCGS Executive Board
for 2007-2008

This year’s nominating committeg consisting of
Pat Beach, chairman Joyce J. Soares, and Bobhie
Tate, presented a date of candidates to the members
asembled at our annual meding on December 16.
The following nominees were deded for the cmm-
ing year. Please bring your suggestions for improv-
ing your Society to their attention, and dease sup-
port their efforts to improve our contributions to the
community.

Committee dairs will be gpanted at the busi-
nessmeding in January. Your Board is looking for
a few good men and women to serve in various ca
padties.

Office Officer
President William J. Zehner, CG
Vice President-Programs Judy Bennett
Vice President-Membership Bonnie Shipp
Recording Secretary Marlene Womack
Corresponding Secretary Joyce J. Soares
Treasurer Walter Sherman
Director Pat & Dick Beach
Director Berniece Loper
Director Sally Rinehart
Director Bobbie Tate

C

Welcome New Members

By Judy Bennett

As a result of our Beginner's Workshop regis-
tration form with ogions for joining the Society,
many attendees becane new members. Plesse take a
moment to med our new friends and get to knav
them at our regular medings.

SheliaC. Banks
Brandi Barnes
IndiaBdisle
Cindy Borders

w W W W
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Sid Brickerd

Eli zabeth Crusan
Tina Cummings
AnnDauphin
Cindy D’ Aurora
LindaDino

Mary Ann Flowers
Anna Frisby
Sandra Ruffing
Rebeaca Saunders
Suzanne Shay
Mary AliciaVarnadoe

Surnames

This column could help you with your gened-

ogy, because this newsletter will belisted in PERSI,
which is used unversaly. Following are some ex-
ample for you to use, athough they are red people.
We will include amaximum of five surnames per
member in future newsletters.

w W W W W

HATTERSLEY - Bradford, Y orkshire, Eng.
MAY SON-Edgefield, SC

MOORE-Bute, NC & Edgefield, SC
WOOLFOLK-Caroline, VA & Abbeville, SC
PORTER-Cumberland, PA & Lawrence IN
Contad Judy Bennett, judybennett@knol ogy.net

2007 Dues Due!

If a dollar sign ($) appears on your address
label of this issue, your dues are delinquent.
Please tender payment immediately so you
don’t miss any issues of The County Line.

Please mail your check or money order,
payable to the Bay County Genealogical
Society, to The Bay County Genealogical
Society, P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL
32402-0662, or see Bonnie Shipp or Walter
Sherman at any regular meeting.

Membership is still a real bargain at just
$20.00 per year.
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Bay County Library
Gets New Genealogy
Specialist

By Bill Zehner

The Bay Courty Public Library recently an-
nourced that Rebecca Brown Saunders has been
promoted to the Genealogy Specialist, replacing
Linda Pazics Klebadk, who held the paosition from
1989 unil she moved to Maryland last November.

Rebecca is seen here receiving an Outstanding
Achievement Award in Florida Genealogy from the
Florida State Genealogical Society at their confer-
ence in Panama City Beach in November 2005. It
was presented by FSGS Awards Chairman, Linda
Pazics Kleback. Photo courtesy of Greg Morrison

A Panama City native, Rebecca has worked at
the Library more than 37 years, beginning as a vol-
untee while working on a Girl Scout merit badge.
Having worked in almost every department in the
library, sheis presently Locd History Spedalist and
IS srving in a transitional cagpacity as head of
Automated and Technicd Services. She has been
Local History Spedalist since 1985.

Sheis presently serving a fifth term as President
of the Bay County Historica Society. She dso

served onthe board of the Florida Historicd Society
and as awards and scholarship chairman for the
Florida State Genedogicd Society for three years.
Sheis also a Florida Pioneer Researcher.

She was projed coordinator for a grant, funded
in part by a Library Services and Techndogy Act
Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services and administered by the State Library of
Florida, to dgitize and dace on the Internet the Lo-
cd History Photograph Colledion. Almost 8,000 ¢
the Locd History Room phaographs are airrently
onthe Internet.

She served as the topicd article chairman for the
Heritage of Bay County book poject, andis srving
in that cgpadty for Volume 2 of the Heritage of Bay
County. (Seepage 9 for detail s—Ed.)

She works closely with the Downtown Im-
provement Board, Panama City Main Street and the
Community Redevelopment Areas in Panama City,
St. Andrews, Millville, and Glenwood to preserve
and promote the history of our area.

The Historica Society of Bay Courty, uncer her
leadership, recaved a Florida Main Stred Award
for an oustanding private/pullic partnership. In
December 2003the Historical Society and the Local
History Room of the Bay Courty Public Library
placed third in the Home for the Holidays window
decorating contest.

She has been an adive participant at meetings of
the Planning Committee ad the Panama City
Commisson, making sure that historical concerns
are aonsidered.

Merry Christmas!
Why not give a gift membership to the Bay
County Genealogical Society to your friends for
Christmas? It's inexpensive and easy, and you'll
be remembered four times instead of once, be-
cause the benefits include four issues of The
County Line newsletter. Don’t forget -
to renew your subscription, too. See
page 4 for details.

Ho, Ho, Ho!
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Enjoying Your Own
"E-Circle"

By Bonnie Shipp

Having failed to find a word to describe the e-
mail conredion that my cousins and | share & we
exchange genealogy information, | decided to call it
an e-circle. This particular e-circleisa groupof kith
and kin who exchange genedogical information via
e-mail. There ae separate ecircles for Mother’s
and Dad’ s ancestral lines.

The ecircle on my materna grandmother’s line
Is the most adive now. Mostly second cousins to
me, they live from Maine to California and pantsin
between. The most distant cousin with whom we
regularly correspondis Jenna, a fourth cousin orce
removed. Jenna and | are both avid researchers and
love to share our finds and help each ather with re-
seach. Nearly everyday we recave an email from
someone in the drcle with a new tidbit of informa
tion a pictures.

Being in touch with cousins has been a grea
pleasure. Reading the news and keeping the data-
base up-to-date has been fun. Even cousins who
aren't interested in keeping family history records
themselves have gpreciated ou efforts and con-
tributed stories and pctures.

The most recent excitement was when cousin
Ron and hiswife, Joan, traveled to Runrels Courty,
Texas, where our grea grandmother lived the last
yeas of her life. They visited the museum in Win-
ters, Texas, and met with a wusin whom we had na
previously contaded. Amazingly, they were ale to
visit with a genealogy volunteer who had dore re-
seach in that area for our family seven years ago.
They also stopped by Bell Courty, Texas, to take
pictures of family tombstones.

If you are interested in forming an e-circle for
your family, the first step is to find aher relatives
who are interested in genealogy. Cousin Mike's ad-
vice is to pcst your family history database on
www.rootsweb.com. It’s free ad your relatives can
contad you. Seaching online family trees is aso

one of the easiest waysto find people who are inter-
ested in your family. If you find a tree with a mem-
ber of your family listed, you can e-mail the person
who pasted the tree aking if they can give you ad-
ditional information and contads.

However, if you aren’t ready to past your family
history, you can dtill seach and past queries on
http://genforum.com. Rootsweb has mailing lists
and message boards that can be helpful in finding
others who are reseaching your family at
www.usgenweb.com. The Rootsweb courty maili ng
list can sometimes provide atreasure trove of in-
formation. Also, pease @nsider searching
www.usgenweb.com. Seled a state and then a
county. Search the queries for the @munty where
your ancestors lived to see if someone has posted a
guery concerning your family. Be sure to past your
information onthe surname board and dace aquery
there.

Your hohby is suppased to be fun and give you
pleasure. Genealogy as a holby can be amost re-
warding experience. It is amazing that discussng
how our ancestors moved abou using stories told
by their grandchil dren and siblings brings the events
and hstory into better perspective. Enjoy your
seach.

C

Presidents Past

During our 25year existence we have had at
least seven presidents. Berniece Loper halds the re-
cord for most conseautive years wrved, while
Nancy Roberts hads the record for most come-
bads.

1980-1981 Nancy Roberts
1982-1983 Linda Pazics Kleback
1984 William Kelsey

1985 Patricia Crow

1986 Nancy Roberts

1987 Linda Pazics Kleback
1988-1991 2
1992-1993 Nancy Roberts
1994-2004 Berniece Loper

2005 Barbara Anderson

2006 Dr. Clifford Loper

C
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Coming Events

BCGS Events

Our Programs Committee chaired by Judy
Bennett, is very busy just now. Whileit is not diffi-
cult to think of any number of subjeds that might
interest our members, finding someone to talk abou
al those topics is another matter. If you are thinking
“boy, these programs are boring—I arealy know
al abou those subjeds,” then Judy would definitely
like to have aquiet conversation with you, kecause
you are acandidate for our next speaker. Maybe it’s
time you gave something bad to the genedogical
community? What can you lose? She dso invites
you to share any thoughts you may have a&ou fu-
ture topics and spekers.

January 20, 2007. Beverly Phillips Gross
president-elect of the Genealogical Society of Oka-
loosa County, will present “The Importance of a
Time Line aad Maps When Doing Genedogica
Reseach.” Beverly was born and raised in the Pan-
ama Cana Zone, bu her parents were from north-
east Alabama.

Formerly ateacher and tour guide, her interest in
genedogy came early in life. When visiting the
states every two years to be with family, she en-
joyed sitting on the front porch with her grandfather
andlistening to his gories.

February 17, 2007 The Society will adjourn to
the Family History Center on State Avenue for the
Fourteenth Annual Panama City Family History
Symposium. It will be sporsored by the LDS
Church with BCGS providing many of the speakers
for the dl-day event. See below for more informa-
tion onthe biggest genealogy event in nath Forida

March 17, 2007 Nancy Roberts will present
“Will s and Other Records Associated With Deah,”
a presentation on researching courty courthouse
records including estates, will s, and administrations.

14th Annual Panama City Family
History Symposium Planned

The 14th Annual Panama City Family History
Sympaosium will be held on the 17th of February
2006at 3140State Avenue in Panama City, Florida,
presented by the Panama City Stake Family History
Center. A wide variety of topics at the beginning
and intermediate level will be available. Ten of Bay
and Okaloosa Courties leading genealogists will
present more than 17 topics of locd interest in five
caegories to help solve problems and locate aces-
tors:

* Beginners * Internet
* Intermediate » Techndogy
* Software

Several sessonswill show how to accessand use
the world's largest collection d genealogicd mate-
rials, including phaocopies of original records from
al over the world that are availableright herein ou
own hanetown through the microfilm-loan program
of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City,
millions of compiled reards, finding ads, and
how-to guides avail able on hane mwmputers via the
FamilySearch Internet Web site.

This sminar isfree ad open to all. Please bring
a brown-bag lunch. Free juice and water will be
provided. Schedule, course details and spedker bi-
ographies, and registration forms can be viewed at:
www.noarthwestfloridageneal ogy.com/fhcseminar

C

Fall Programs

DNA Testing for Genealogists

Presented by John Carter
Past President, Florida Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution

On October 21, 2006 we learned abou some re-
cent applicaions of Deoxyribonwcleic aadd (DNA)
for genealogists. Mr. Carter has been an adive par-
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ticipant in severa DNA projeds involving himself

and some of his cousins. One of the lesons he

leaned was that surprises may result.

Genealogical Computer Web Sites

Presented by Carol Atkinson

Our November 18 meding was presented by
Carol Atkinson, who hes been researching her fam-
ily since she was a teenager.

Annual Christmas Program

The theme for our Christmas program on 16De-
cember was “Christmases Past.” Those present told

Christmas dories and leaned lots of Christmas

triviafrom Judy Bennett.
—Ed.

New Books

In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public
Library

By Linda Pazics Kleback
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library

6-Nov-2006

GENERAL:

First Addendum to McElvy Beginnings and Con-
nedions— Gen. R929.42Sto

In Search of Your Asian Roats. Genedogical Re-
seach onChinese Surnames — Gen. R929.42
Cha

McElvy Beginnings and Conrections —
Gen.R929.42Sto

Richard Griffith and His Valuations of Ireland —
Gen. R929.2Rei

Southern Kith and Kin, Vol. 4 —Gen. R929.42Sca

The Ponders of Europe and America— Gen.
R929.42Pon

ALABAMA:

The Heritage of Sumter Courty, Alabama— AL
Gen. R976.1Her

FLORIDA:
The Heritage of Holmes Courty, Florida— FL Gen.
R975.9Her

GEORGIA:
Southeast Georgiain Vintage Postcards — GA Gen.
R975.87Dos

ILL INOIS:

1850Census Clay Courty, Illinois—IL Gen.
R929.42Mac

Clay County Marriages 18251877 —IL Gen.
R929.3773le

Land Assessnents of Clay Courty Illinois 1853 —
IL Gen.R929.3773Bai

MISSSSPPI:
Misdssppi Territory in the War of 1812 -MS Gen.
R973.5Row

NORTH CAROLINA:

Caswell County North Carolina Will Books, 2Vol-
umesin One— NC Gen. R929.3756Ken

Clark's Regiments. An Extended Index to the His-
tories of the Several Regiments and Battalions
from North Carolinain the Grea War 1861-1865
—NC Gen. R973.7Dav

Marriage Bonds of Tryonand Lincoln Courties,
North Carolina— NC Gen. R929.3756Byn

Marriages of Bute and Warren Courties, North
Carolina, 17641868 —NC Gen. R929.3756Ho0l

VIRGINIA:
Will s of Richmond County, Virginial169-1800 —
VA Gen. R929.375%Hea

Queries & Questions

Queries are now being acepted as ace per-
mits. They are freeto members; $5.00 @ query
to nonmembers. Submissons foud be typed
and lrief (150 words or less), and may be alited
for clarity. See badk page for eemail & posta
mail addresses.
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You may contad Mona Lucas at
alucas@nwrls.lib.fl.us; Ann Robhns a

Christmas Lists Past

Dear Sana:

Am enclosing amap, so that you can find me. |
have moved since last Xmas, and | don’'t want to
missany of my candy. Please bring me all kinds of
candy, cause | can eat a heap, and Sata, where |
live is close to the grammar schod. You know the
white howse, nex to the green and gay house?
Well, that ain’t it. But it’s down the stred some, a
little blue house, only the blue house ain't ours
cause we live in the brown hotse acrossthe street.
If you can't find me at first, the teacher says to try,
try agan. I'll light a cande and pu it in my win-
dow. I'll be awakewhen you come. Your littl e,

TOMMIE OLIVER

Dearest Sarta Claus:

| amareal, real, good grl and| want all | can
get. But please donit forget | am a grl and na a
boy. | want girl’s presents. Heaps of love,

Your little girl,

JANE BALEY.

Source The Panama City Pilot, Decanber 20,
1928.
C

The Heritage of Bay
County Florida Volume
I

By Rebecca Saunders

The Heritage Book Committee will be pubish-
ing a second vdume of the popuar Heritage of Bay
County, Florida released in 2005.Don’'t miss your
seoond chance to get a family or topicd story pub-
lished in this grasgoots book. Stories abou your
family, your schod, your neighbahood, your
church, a dub, military service or other stories may
be submitted. The aurrent dealline for submitting
stories for Volume Il is March 31, 2007.

apalachedb@aol.com or Bedky Saunders at
saunder@nwrls.lib fl.us or at 850-872-7500.

You can get information abou this projed and
download a prepubicaion ader form and guide-
lines for stories online aa  www.nwris.libfl.us.
Click on*“Locd History Colledion” along the left-
hand side or on the “Bay Courty Heritage Book
Volume Il link onthe right-hand side of the page.

Editor's Corner

It takes a lot effort and time on the part of many
people to produce aquality newsletter. Your editor
wishes to thank all those who have taken the time to
contribute aticles and phdos to ore or more of the
past seven isales of The County Line:

Walter Sherman
Bonnie Shipp
Natalie Thompson
Barbara Winge

Barbara Anderson
Judy Bennett
Linda Kleback
Berniece Loper

Cliff Loper Marlene Womack
Greg Morrison Bama Young
Billy Nale Ron Young

Many thanks also to my dili gent proofreader,
Catherine M. Zehner, and to all the board members
who have helped with the assembly process

Thank you, ore and all —Ed.

C

Web Site News

On 24 Oct 2006 BCGS became the twelfth Florida
genedogical society to past its newsletters online.
Archival editions beginning in April 2005may now
be viewed in PDF format by anyone with Adobe
Reader and Internet access Our Society continues
to be anong the most progressve of approximately
94 genedogical and hstoricd societies currently
adivein Florida.
C
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historical recordsrelative thereto, for the aultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida,
and surr ounding areas.
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one, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and
whose member ship dues are current.

Meetings are held thethird Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library.
The Exeautive Board meets at Quality Analytical Laboratories, 2355St. Andrews Blvd. at 10:00 am.
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