THE YEAR THE CALENDAR
CHANGED
by Tom SantaCriz

In 1752 our Amerncan colonies changed
from the Julian calendar to the Gregonian calen-
dar which is what we stll use today. This
meant three big changes to the American people
of that year:

#] - The year would end for the first time on
December 31, and not on March 24.

#2 - Wednesday September 2, 1752 would be
followed by Thursday September 14, 1752.

#3 - #1 and #2 meant that 1752 was 72 days
short.

[t wasn't just the American colonies but the
whole British Empire that changed calendars.
The Gregorian calendar was initially decreed by
Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, The old Julian cal-
endar was off by about 10 days by then. The
Pope ordered the dropping of 10 days, the move
of the start of the year, and the institution of
leap years. This went into effect in the Roman
Catholic countries immediately. However the
non-Roman Catholic countries were not about
to take orders from a Pope of all people. The
Reformation was about 100 years old then.
That is why it took the Bntish 170 years to
switch and that was with great protests, demon-
strations, and rioting from the population.

(Continued on page 3)
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DON'T PASS UP THOSE
NEWSLETTERS
by Don Merrill

Do you ever look at newsletters from Socie-
ties other than our own or other groups to which
you belong? If not, a great source of informa-
tion is being missed. Stray copies can be found
in a library, at a genealogical conference, or in
the possession of another person. Why look at
a newsletter where your ancestor did not live?
Let’s find out:

First, we look at an article which tells that
many Scottish vital record indexes from the
General Register Office in Scotland are avail-
able on the world wide web. Just go to http://
www.open.gov.uk/gros/groshome htm on the
internet. If you are not on a computer at home,
ask at the library for assistance to go to this
web site on their computer. Where was this ar-
ticle? In the newsletter of The Dearborn Ge-
nealogical Society in Michigan.

Was your ancestor one of the Irish immigrants
al the ime of the potato famine? The Enugrant
Industrial Savings Bank in Manhattan was
opened i 1850 to assist the thousands of Insh
coming to the US. Eleven large volumes of
bank records recently discovered in the base-
ment give the kind of information we genealo-
gists love. They are now in the hands of the
New York Public Library. Where was this re-

(Continued on page 5)



GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT,
Little did 1 know that three years ago, when | attended a PCGS workshop to leamn

how to do genealogy, that | would be the President today. It speaks well of our
organization when a new member can grow in knowledge and confidence to lead
our group. It shows the commitment of the previous officers and board members

to share their expertise with fellow. members to help them gain knowledge m the

field. It shows we take our Society chjectives to heart. They are:
1. To encourage research, publization, preservation and availability of genea-

logical matenal
2 To instruct and lend assistance to the membership and general public in the
modern methods of research

3. To encourage membership to s'rive for a personal level of achievement in ge-
nealogical research and preserve thiut research with a documented lineage society

and to place a record of research in membership files.

Many of our members have met these goals and are now branching out to help
others. 1 thank you very much for remaining commitied to genealogy. Our

motto; “Researching our ancestors is family fun.” Are you having fun with your
search? For me, it has been an exciting year of discovery. Not only have I found
new relatives, I have had the pleasure of knowing the past generations better.

Let us know about your discovenies 30 we can tell others. By sharing our suc-
cesses, we encourage others to forge ahead when they hit those bnck walls. If
you need help in a certain area, we are waiting to hear from you. As we share
with oihers, the ones listening may learn a tip from what you have accomplished

As we begin a New Year, your new officers will strnive to continue the growth
of PCGS with the same quality of commitment as the previous administration

We also will need your help and support as we endeavor to lead PCGS nto the
next millennium with your offer to serve on the established committees. Let's
see where all working together will lead us! As we plan the year ahead, we also
would like your input on how we can better serve you. We cannot plan the jour-

ney if we don’t know where you want to go!
WOW! All this commitment and haang fun too. It can’t get any better......,

can it?

Sincerely,

P




Calendar (Continued from page 1)

These are the whats and whens; but how
does the calendar change affect genealogy? If
your ancestors were in a Roman Cathohic coun-
try or in the British Empire you know when the
change occurred. For other non-Roman Catho-
lic countries you will have to check it independ-
ently. Recorded dates prior to the change occur-
nng between January |1 and March 25 have double
year dates because of the uncertainty of whether or
not they have been converted. You need to find
the original document to know for sure. George
Washington's mother would have told you that
George was born on February 11, 1731, but our
history books would say February 22, 1732. An-
other thing with the Julian dates; if two brothers
were bom in Virginia, one on March 20, 1700 and
the other on March 30, 1700, they were bom al-
most a year apart and the one on March 30 is the
older.

S0 if you are fortunate enough to have traced
your family back to Julian calendar imes beware
of the dates from secondary sources which can
also mclude some family Bibles and tombstones
that have been replaced

For more information on these calendars, check
the library or an internet search engine. €

FLORIDA LAND PIONEERS

Florida’s Suwanee Land Pioneers wanted!!!!
Huxford Genealogical Society 15 pleased to
announce plans for the future publication of
volumes titled, “Flonda's Suwanee Land
Pioneers.” These will follow the same sketch
formation as the “Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia.”
If your Florida ancestors have appeared in
volumes VI, IX, X of the Wiregrass publication,
request that information be included in the new
publication,

If some lived in Ware County, GA and moved

(Continued on page 7)

LUNATIC INQUEST BOURS

The following is reprinted with permission from the
author, Bill Utterback who is a CGRS and specializes
in the Jackson Purchase area of KY. He has done a
series of ‘tips ' on the Jackson Purchase e-mail list,

These books are also called “Commitment
Books”, “Insane Ledgers” and various other
names depending on location. The National
Archives will not have anything on this as these
hooks were kept at the county level. This is one
more resource that can be checked through the
county courthouse., [t might account for people
who have just disappeared.

All counties empaneled junes to consider
whether an individual was sane or not sane. If the
jury found the individual to be insane - or a
“lunatic” - he/she was usually sent to the state
insane asylum if there was no one in the county
who could, or would, take the responsibility for
caring for the individual. The word “insane™ is a
legal term, with no basis in medicine. The word 1s
not often seen in the Lunatic Inquest Books,
however, as these folks are generally referred to as
“not of sound mind”. If you take a look at the
Lunatic Inguest Book for a county, you will see
page after page of the findings of the jury about
whether these people were, or were not, of sound .
You can also glean some interesting genealogical
clues from such records. Here are three that |
have extracted from the Calloway County
Lunatic Inquest Book for the early part of this
century.

Date: 4 May 1904

Name: Willie Enoch

Where bomn; Calloway County

Age. 23

Father Living? - No

Mother Living? - Yes

Where residing? - Calloway County

Has sufficient estate to support own care? No
Verdict: Not of sound mind.

(Continued on page 7)



NAMES! OH, HOW WE LOVE THEM!
by Don Merrill

Yes, we do love names, especially our own.
Just notice how our ears perk up when we hear
our name mentioned or see it in print. BUT, we
must not fall in love with our name, or the name
of a person we are chasing when we are trying for
a full ancestor chart.

How many times have we heard someone say,
“Naw, that’s not my line, we have an ‘e’ on the
end of it,” or “my name starts with a 'K’, and that
other line starts with a ‘C". We
“knowledgeable™ (so we claim) genealogists just
shudder and remember the hmes we have found
three brothers with last names spelled differently
on the same census. RIGHT IN THE SAME
CENSUS DISTRICT! OK, so the census enu-
merator couldn’t spell, and our ancestors had to
sign therr name with an “X”. Maybe a neighbor
had to give the information and didn’t know how
to spell either. Furthermore, they didn't even
know the ages of the kids or the fact that the wife,
“Belle” was actually “Isabel” instead. Let’s not
take it out just on the poor census taker. He was-
n’t, and isn't, the only one who spelled names dif-
ferently. Take the case of poor Electious Rey-
nolds, who lived in MA back in the late 1600's
and early 1700°s. He could hardly take a step
without someone spelling his name wrong. Try
Elixius Runnels, Lexus Renells, Elex Runnals or
whatever. These were from town clerks, church
rectors and other keepers of records.

Remember that back in the old days, there were
no birth certificates. dnivers licenses, social secu-
rity cards, phone books or other widespread for-
mal records or lisings. Some could not spell,
even if they knew how to write. Many words
looked different in hand-written script from how
they do today. And, furthermore, what is that rec-
ord which you are so avidly searching? Is it an
index? Prepared from a transcript of a transcript
of an orginal record? No Xerox machines for

(Continued on page 6)

PCGS UPCOMING PROGRAMS
MAR. 13-Vanous members will be giving the
highlights of the recent Genealogical Seminars
they attended throughout the region. That will
mclude Anna Stimson speaking about the poll
tax, Penny Tumer on immigration records. Other
members will report on what they have leamed
and the benefits
of attending the
seminars. There
will be no outside

speaker this
month.
APR. 10-Fun

meeting, Birthday party. Virgima Britten will
speak on the MELUNGION people, also known
as the Black Dutch and Sally Miller will speak
on Cemetery preservation and surveying.

MAY 8-To be announced.

Kinseckers-The Mentor Group meets every
Thursday - 10:00am to 12:00noon at the Hugh
Embry Library. #

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Thank you to all those who have been able to
donate time to our Kinseekers mentor group.
Maybe you'll run into just that person who has the
piece of information you've been looking for. We
all share information and we all learn. You don’t
have to be an expert to help.

You're all aware of the files in the library which
house our Sumame information. Putting your in-
formation in them is a way for you to reach out
and help others, but it is also a way for you to re-
ceive information from others. Please don’t put
personal information in these files (for your own
protection). We talk with so many of you who are
doing such good research. Keep up the good
work!

Pat and Jim Parrish






