" \ol.E, lssue 2 T

ey b e Ty b

AR A Lt T AL T, T
A A A -n-,,ﬁ.-"— L R A, \.-' ""\ .-',,..r\.-',*.-' ..- ..-:.-r.,,. ik A

Moy

OUT OF TOWN LIBRARIES

RESEARCH TIP
The following was contributed by Tom
SantaCruz with permission from the author.

As a librarian
who works with
& primarily
genealogical
clientele (and
who 15 NOT
advertising  for
look-up requests-
-hint, hint), |
thought 1'd take a
few minutes and offer some tips for getting
information out of an out-of-town library. As
the recipient of all kinds of requests for
information, I'm probably in a good position
to clue all of you in to what works and what
doesn't,

Let me start by drawing a distinction
between a reference question and a research
question. A reference question is one that is
almost certain to have one, provable right
answer. For example:
New York State?" Or "When did Albany
become the capital of New York?"

A research question is one that will have
multiple answers, perhaps some more right
than others, depending on your point of view.

(Continued on page 3)
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Rx FOR OUR GROWING FAINS

Qur President, Virginia Britten, has gone
above and beyond the call of duty for us.
We owe her a standing ovation! She met
with Patty Owen, the assistant director of
the Pasco County Library System and came
away disappointed and downhearted. She
found that the Hugh Embry Library was un-
able to help us with a larger meeting room
or even more chairs for the present room.
As we all know, we have outgrown our
meeting room and also need someplace
where we can store our books and CD’s,

Virginia re-grouped and got busy looking
to solve this problem. She started with the
problem of finding a place for us to hold our
raonthly meetings that would comfortably
house all of us. She eventually wandered
into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter -
Day Saints at 9016 Fort King Rd. The only
person there at the time was a cleaning lady
but, she presented our problem to her. This
lady directed her to the librarian. Knowing
that they do not have a library, Virginia took
this as a good sign of things to come. She
contacted the librarian and came away opti-
mistically planning a now scheduled meet-
ing with the Bishop. On the morning of
May 5th she, with Don Merrill and Jim Par-
rish, met with the Bishop and received a

oy '-.'-."

(Continued on page 3)



GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT,
As we said goodbye to all.our winter members, we encouraged them
to do summer research and hurry back. But, I got to thinking of what
....... would it be in cemeteries of their

kind of research they might do
ancestors, or dusty old record offices, or at some old courthouse attics,

or at some newspaper archives somewhere?
Those are all good places to find our ancestors, but the best places are

in the homes of our loving "or not so loving) family members. This
summer take time to revisit your past with your relatives. Get to know

them a little better.

I have youthful memories of my family..some 1 thought 1 would
never want to see again, bui, as I age, somehow | would like to see
again to compare family notzs. I have changed and just maybe, so
have they. As we forget abo it the past most embarrassing moments,
iet’s communicate and get to know them as adults. Just maybe, they

know more about the grandperents than you do.
Now is the time for Human Touch Researching. Not only does i

help to stay in contact with th: family, it helps their children to get
acquainted with you. You can see for yourself just what family genes
they have inherited. Does your second cousin once removed have red

air like Grampa? Or did your cousin get Grandma’s toes like I did”
Why does your cousin’s little granddaughter have a nose like your

aunts? Lots of interesting facts t» uncover.
These are the things we should be researching this summer, for as
you sadly know the schedule of life’s circle, your great uncle may not

be there when you return next summer,
So, members, happy hunting this summer in the Human Touch

category.,

Sincerely,

._I:.‘:Ii.':n.l,lniu
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For example, "Why is Albany the capital of
New York?" Or "Why did Germans
emigrate to America?" or "What does the
LDS have?"

Librarians usually answer reference
questions in any form--in person, over the
telephone, fax, or email. But now that you
know the difference between a reference
question and a research question, it helps to
explain why some libraries refuse to do
genealogical research. We are not qualified
to draw genealogical conclusions any more

than we are to draw medical or legal ones, |

even though we may have loads of health
and law guides on our shelves. And
genealogical books.

This may seem kind of weird, but the
parallels to law and medicine are
appropriate, A law librarian does not
represent people in court and a medical
librarian doesn't diagnose or treat illness.

The way to get around the occasional ban
on genealogical research requests i1s to
transform your research question ("Who
were John Jingleheimer's parents?") into a
reference question ("Does your library own
any books about the early settlers of
Jingleheimer County?" or "What Catholic
churches were listed in the
Jingelheimerville city directory in 19107"
or "What is the address of the archives of
the local Catholic diocese?" and so on.
Turn a question with many possible
answers (thus demanding that a librarian
draw possibly unwarranted conclusions)

(Continued on page 3)
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warm reception. We now have a new meet-
ing place when we resume our meetings in
September. There is plenty of parking area
and a safe place to house our own library.
They have two meeting rooms, one of
which can hold over 200 people. They ask
nothing in return except that we help staff
their library when it opens and to refrain
from smoking or serving caffeinated bever-
ages on the property. | know we can adjust
to that. We couldn’t have asked for anything
better if we had found a genie in a bottle!
We now have a place for all our bookcases,
books, CD’s etc. and they will still remain
ours, Tom SantaCruz will be taking them
over there shortly,

At the May 8th meeting, it was voted on
and approved unanimously. There was wsc
a lot of heepla fur sur President,

We are all excited about the move and
look forward to our first meeting in our new
accommodations. %

CONDOLENCES
It is with great sadness that we must
announce the passing of one of our di-
rectors, Mr. Larry Camey on May 35,
1999, Larry has done a great deal for

the society and was very instrumental i
getting us to where we are today. He 1s,
and will continue to be missed by all of
us. Our sincere sympathy goes out to
his family.



cALENDES

PCGS UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Public Library, 900 N. Ashley St., Tampa.
We will meet at 8a.m. at the Church of Jesus
Christ of
Latter-Day 5
King Rd. and TH ’
Bailey  Hill I)ATE
Rd. Anyone
planning to
officers who will pass on the word so you
don't get left behind.
JUL. 10-Research meeting at the Largo
Library, 351 East Bay Drive, Largo. Same
AUG. 14-Research meeting at Orlando
Public Library, 10 N. Rosalind Ave.,
(rlando. Same meefing .ime and place as
June 12th.
every Thursday — 10:00am to 12:00 noon at
the Hugh Embry "ibrary in Dade City, <
OTHER AREA EVENTS
3rd SAT, EVERY MONTH-United Daugh-
Quintilla Geer Bruton Archives Center from
10:00am-12 noon. Leave request for info at
the Archives Center.
EVERY FRL-The Zephyr Genies meet from
brary on SR 54, west of Zephyrhills for infor-
mal discussion and to exchange information
on genealogical research. Everyone wel-
come! A group interesied in computer gene-

JUN. 12-Research meeting at Tampa
Saints on Fort

carpool with us, please contact one of the
meeting time and place as above,
KINSEEKERS-Will continue to -meet
ters of the Confederacy will be meeting at the
10:00am-12:00 noon at the New River Li-
alogy research is also being planned, %

SUMMER IS RESEARCH TIME
AT THE LIBRARY

- ALTERNATIVE LIBRARIES
By Tom SantaCruz

Again this Summer, members will be encour-
aged to visit the three big genealogy collections
in arca libraries: Tampa, Largo and Orlando.
There are some other collections that you might
want to check on also.

The E.C. Rowell Public Library in Webster
has a Civil War Archive. It is small and deal
only with the Civil War with accounts from both
sides. Webster is about 24 miles from Dade City
taking 1US-301 North to SR-50 East to SR 471
North to Webster. Tum East on Central Avenue
which is also SR-478. The library is red brick
on the south side of the road. The address is 85
E. Central Avenue and the phone number is 352-
568- 1600, The library opens 10-12 and 2-4
weekdays with evening hours Thursday 6:30-
8:30. You might have to ask the librarian to
open the Civil War Archive.

The Quintilla Geer Burton Archives Center in
Blant ity is small, but has information on many
states and foreign counties and more. Now we
are talking about 26 miles from Dade City. Take
US-301 South through Zephyrhills and then SR-
39. SR-39 becomes Wheeler Street in town. As
you come into Plant City the highway will rise
slowly to a level crest and Calhoun Street will be
on your lefl, turn onto it. Two blocks and turn
right onto Collins Street. Two blocks on Collins
and there it is an old high school, now a commu-
nity center. The Archive is at the garden level.
The address is 605 MNorth Collins Street, the
phone number is 813-754-7031. The archive is
closed Sunday and Monday, open 10-8 Tuesday
and 1-5 the other days of the week. Sign-in and
if the volunteer is not busy ask for a short tour,

The Polk County Historical and Genealogical
Library in Bartow has one of the largest collec-

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 3)
into a question with one, provable, nght answer.

Even though you are out of town or out of state, leam
what you can at home first. For example, though it is
obvious that if you live in California, you will have to
contact someone in New York to get vital records from
New York State, you can still find out fairly easily,
wherever vou live, when the statewide vital records
program actually began in New York State (1880). No
need to waste time and postage requesting records that
don't exist,

In no particular order, some DOs when contacting an

out-of-town library:
* Call and ask how you might get the information you
nced; cach library has its own policies and limitations.
You might find that you have assumed incorrectly that
the library has what you're afler. Our local example is
vital records: our library doesn't have copies of local
vilal records. They're in governmental hands, end of
story. We also do not have indexes to what is in
governmental hands. We have a form letter to answer
the f{requent requests for birth  certificates,
naturalization papers, etc.

* Ask if there are any free finding aids, handouts, or
bibliographies describing their local history or
genealogy collection. Or any for sale,

* Write a letter and include returmn postage. The
problem with the stamped, scelf-addressed envelopes
that come 1o mpy library is that they are ofien 100 small
o hold the photocopies that people have requesied.
We love it when we pet s stamped, self-addressed
manila envelope.

* Get the right address, Call your local library and
ask for the address if you dont have it. (That's a
reference question. )

*Type—do not hand write—your request. Please

* Omit lengthy narratives on how you are related to
the person that you are researching. It doesnt make
any difference to librarians if you are kin or not.

* Focus on one or two facts or questions per letter
(which is difficult, | know). You are more likely 1o get
a response if you keep your requests short.  "Is John
Jingleheimer in the 1917 city directory, if so may | get
a photocopy of the page” is more likely o get you a
response than, "I'm interested in anything on the

(Continued on page 6)
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tions in the Southeastern United States. The col-
lection starts with Polk County, Florida, the
Southeast, and the rest of the Nation. It occupies
the East Wing (three floors) of the Polk County
Regional History Center (the old courthouse).
This is an almost 50-mile trip from Dade City.
Take US-98 which is also US-301 in Dade City
but splits South of town, all the way to Bartow.
You will go through Lakeland, stay on US-98 and
not the Business version. Al Bartow you will see
UIS-98 turns but by now you can see the dome of
the old courthouse so DON'T turn, stay on Broad-
way into town. The courthouse is casy to spot
there is long-term free parking on the north side
of the courthouse for visitors. The address is 100
Fast Main Street, Bartow and the phone number
is 941-434-4380. The library is closed Sunday,
Monday and the first Tuesday of the month. The
other days it is open 9-5 except Thursday when it
stays open until 7:30 and Saturday when it closes
earlier at 3. This is a secure research facility
which means no pens or loose papers, bring pen-
cils and notebooks or pads, and there are lockers
for purses. There are restaurants nearby if you
feel the need | suggest avoiding Lakeland's rush
hour traffic, it seems southern politeness is tumed
off then.

If you have been to Tampa, Largo, and Or-
lando, why not try Webster, Plant City, or Bar-
tow, The Kinseekers have maps to these places.
Car pool with your friends and do some serious
research.







