SOCIAL 1‘a-E{'. UHI'] Y-DEATH MA‘ETER
FILE
By Tom SamtaCruz
There are at least six online websites for
scarching Social Security's Death Master File:

* Ancestry.com's Social Security Death Index
at:  http://www.ancestry.com/ssdi/advanced.
htm

* Family Tree Maker's Social Security Death
Index at:  http://www.familytreemaker.com/
fio_ssdisearch.html

* Kindred Konnections Genealogy and Family
History at: http://209.140.72.162/cgi-bin/
genealogy/ssdi?-1+0+English

* Lineages' Genealogy Site: Social Security
Death Index at: hitp://www.lineages.com/
vault/'SSDlasp

* RootsWeb's Social Security Death Index In-
teractive Search at: http://ssdi.genealog.
rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ssdi.cgi

* SierraHome Family Tree's Social Security
Death Index at: http://www.sierra.com/
sierrahome/familytree/ssdi/results/1,1720,,00.
html

First of all they are all FREE. The services
vary from very simple to advanced. The latest
update by Social Security was for June 1999,
The 1DMF is good from 1962 which is when
the records started o be kept on computers.
There are carlier records in the DMF, but the
coverage is spotty, Kindred Konnections seems

(Continued on page J)
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THE THRILL OF THE CHASE
By Don Merrill

Genealogical research is full of work. It
is full of fun, It is also full of thrills. Imag-
ine that we are at a library, studying micro-
film, when all of a sudden, we hear a shriek.
Someone has discovered a long-sought
ancestor! That’s a thrill! For them and for
the fellow searchers.

These thrills can hap- "GN
pen to any of us. We can
suddenly run across the
connection in a library
book. In a cemetery,
while we are sleepily
wandering among the multitude of monu-
ments. Or when perusing publications like
The Genealogical Helper or Heritage Quest,
or a Society newsletter from a group near
our ancestors selttling place It can also hap-
pen in a government building, be it the
County Clerk's office, Surrogate Court or
State Archives repository.

Let me describe a particular incident in
my searching. In August, | went to Bata-
via, NY to attend our family reunion. |
went a day early, since | wanted to visit the
Genessee County Surrogate Court, which |
had visited briefly last fall when 1 was in
the area to attend a funeral. | only had a
half-hour at that time, so | could just take

(Continued on page 4)




GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT,

Well, we ask ourselves, where did the summer go? As we get back to our
normal routines and catch up on all the chores, prepare to write down all tha
information you found about your genealogy, either by hand or computer. [t
makes no difference on how you prepare your lindings.. But, it makes a dif-
[erence on what you do with your findings. Documentation of all your hard
work is the important link to the future generations.

When you compile your newlound ancestors into fan charts, [amily group
sheets and ancestral ahnentafel charts; don’t forget about your Genealogy So-
ciety's file cabinet. You need to make a copy for us too.

Many a file folder in our cabinet at the Hugh Embry Library is cmpty.
Please take time to upgrade your folder with the new information you have
gathered over the summer. One of the best places for research 1s the Fam-
ily Sumame Files in the librarics all over the land. You probably all have
heard the story about me asking for the summame file of Wall in Wilming-
ton, Ohio and finding four generations of my ancestors thru what was a

brick wall. No pun intended. The genealogy of my great grandlather’s

family had been done in 1877 by his brother. Somehow, it was placed in

the Sumame File along with obituaries, newspaper articles and notes lell

by other researchers. Most pertained to non-family connections, but a few

pages gave me the needed information to climb over that brick wall | had
been bumping up against.

So, please, take time to fill your folder with information because that
special someone just may ask for your Sumame File as they stop by Dade
City sometime soon.

A big THANK YOU to the Socicty for sending me to Virginia to attend
the FGS National Convention. It was overwhelming and educational and,

I will share lots of information with you durning

the rest of the year,

Sincerely,
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DO IT YOURSELF GENETIC SAMPLING
Submitted by Tom SantaCruz

The following article is from East-

man'’s Online Genealogy newsletter

and is copyright 1999 by Richard W.

Eastman. [t is re-published here with

the permission of the author.

DNA Identification Systems of Bir-
mingham, AL has released a new prod-
uct that may be of interest to genealo-
gists: a $20 genetic testing kit. To be
sure, the company is focusing its ad-
vertising in legal circles, not amongst genecalo-
gists. The figure of $20 covers only the cost of
the materials used to collect the samples; clini-
cal analysis of DNA samples remains a costly
process. But this new kit may be the first of a
number of new products that will appear in
COming years.

DNA Identification Systems says that the kit
can be used to resolve inheritance disputes, pro-
vide genetic medical records in adoptions, iden-
tify victims of child abductions, predict disease
risk in future generations and also to prove ge-
nealogy. The kit contains two sterile swabs and
a specially treated cardboard card. Users swab
the inside of the cheek, dab the saliva on the
card, seal and store it in a filing cabinet or desk
drawer. For extra legal protection, DNA Iden-
tification Systems suggests that the seal be wit-
nessed and notarized.

Marketing the kit at the annual conference of
the American Bar Association in Atlanta, Flo-
rye Cleveland, co-founder of DNA [dentifica-
tion Systems, said she thought estate planners
would be the company’s biggest market. “That
way, if anyone contests the will, you don’t have
to exhume the body,” she pointed out.
“Nobody can just come along and say “That’s
my Daddy!™

(Continued on page 6)

( DMF Continued from page 1)

to pick up more of them. Searching is done
with one or more search parameters. These
search parameters usually are: First Name,
lLast Name, Birth Date, Death Date, Social
Security Number, State Where It was Is-
sued, and Last Residence.

If you know the Social Security Number,
then you can go directly to the information.

If you only know the first and last names,

you might come up with a long list of indi-
viduals. Shortening the list with additional
information may be needed. Some of the
search routines will allow for you to put in a
partial date, say the year. Some will let you
narrow

your search to the city or county. Since
there are six websites and there 1s some va-
riety in search routines, then be sure to try
several. Some websites let you set a range
for the death date. Others let you use Wild
Cards on the first name, so if you enter
Tom*, you get Tom, Toma, Tomie, Tomy,
Tommie, Tommy and lot more. Some let
you use the soundex on the Last Name,
These last two options can generate a lot of
names.

We need to consider what the Death Mas-
ter File, which I will call DMF from now
on, can and cannot provide the genealogist.
The birth and death dates are there. The
Last Residence is most times there (it can
be a lead to where an obituary might be
found.) Women will be listed by their legal
name at the time of their death. Registration
for Social Security began on December I,
1936, and paying into the system in January
1937, so don't look for deaths earlier. Not
everyone was or is in the Social Security

(Continued on page 4)



(Thrill Continued from page 1)
time to verify that there was information
about my g-g-grandfather, Daniel Merrill.
For many years I have been trying to find
the grave and the details surrounding the
death of Daniel Merrill. He died at age 28
in 1818. He had migrated from Connecticut
to central New York in 1790 as a baby with
his parents, then to the wilderness of west-
ern New York in 1811. He married Sally
Sanford from Pawnel, Vermont in 1814,
and they had two children by 1818.

The first thing | was told to look at was
the Master Ledger, an alphabetic listing of
names of persons who had Surrogate Court
activity since the beginning of the Genessee
County records. They date from the early
1800°s and pages are added for each alpha-
betic letter as needed. The names within the
letters are added in chronological order.
The Master Ledger gives you the number
and page for a secondary ledger where a
more detailed listing is given and, from
there, you go to other books or ledgers.
This Master Ledger also gives a number for
a file box where specific papers relating to
the person may be found. The person in the
office suggested that I look in the file box
before looking at the other ledgers.

The file box was one of hundreds roughly
four inches wide by ten inches high by
about twelve inches deep, which lined one
entire wall from floor to ceiling. I climbed
the ladder, pulled the file box from it’s
cubby hole with difficulty; then sat down at
a table to look at it.  Then I stood up be-
cause the box was so packed with folded
papers that [ couldn’t even see the names on

(Continued an page 5)

{ DMF Continued from page 3)

System or the family never filed the paperwork
to register the death. The DMF doesn't give a
birth place, but instead where the person ap-
plied for the Social Security Card. The Social
Security Number keys into other records of the
persons life.

Some people will not be in the DMF. Those
without Social Security Numbers aren't. Those
whose death information was not sent in to the
Social Security Administration aren't. Many
government workers were not required to be in
the system.

SS-5 Information: S§S-5 is the application
form that is used to apply for a Social Security
Card. You can request a photocopy of the SS-
S form of a deceased individual for $7 if you
krow the Social Security Number, and $16.50
if you only know the full name, state of birth
and date of birth. This is done by letter and
most of the websites will generate this letter
for you to print and mail to a given address.
The SS-5 form contains: full name, full name
at birth (including the maiden name), an at that
tirie mailing address, a date of birth, a place of
birth, the father's full name, the mother's full
name, sex, racial information, other govern-
ment retirement information, current employer
at the time, the date signed, and signature of
applicant (or parent or guardian). More recent
forms include citizenship and parents' Social
Security Numbers.

There are errors in the DMF and a form to
correct them. Some of the more common are
name errors (misspellings and transposed first
and last names) and date errors (transposed
month and day or the last two digits of the
year. )

Those of you who use the Internet should

(Continued on page 7)



(Thrill Continued from page 4)

the packets. There were some packs banded
with twine, others with strong ribbon, others
were single papers by themselves. After re-
leasing the back plate to give reading space,
| started through them. Family names
which | recognized were there, but | was al-
most to the back end before | ran across-
DANIEL MERRILL. There were about
twenty or more papers in the pack, too
many to list here. Some were full sheets,
but most of them were small scraps. First
was the guardianship paper where one of his
brothers was assigned to be guardian of the
two children. Then there was the appoint-
ment of a brother and a brother-in-law to be
administrators of the estate. Then things
started to get interesting. Here was a prom-
issory note to his mother-in-law for forty
dollars which he borrowed in 1815. PER-
SONALLY SIGNED BY DANIEL
MERRILL, my g-g-grandfather. Next was
a statement signed by my g-g-grandmother,
Sally Sanford Merrill, regarding the estate.
Her mother, Mercy Gay Sanford, also
signed a statement regarding his note to her.
Then there were various eslate papers
signed by my g-g-g-uncles, including an in-
ventory of his estate at the time of death,
All from 1818 through 1823.

THIS WAS A THRILL! Imagine-holding
in your hands the papers signed by your
great-ancestors almost two hundred years
ago! Finding the information was OK; it
didn’t advance my records but it really
makes those persons into living individuals
when you read the details of their lives like
this. It was fun and, best of all, it 1s some-
thing any one of us might be able to do. %

IMPORTANT REMINDER!!
Please remember that our next meeting
will be held at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints at 9016 Fort
King Rd., (cor. Bailey Dr.) Zephyrhills.
If you need directions, call one of the
members or officers who will be able to
help you.

PCGS UPCOMING PROGRAMS

CALENPEE

SEP. 11-Business meeting and Virginia will

share her convention experiences with us.

Dorothy Maslyn

will finally get

to give us the

talk she had pre- TH ""56

pered for us last

May when we D A

ran out of ime.

OCT. 9-Donna Zenczak will talk about

adoption in genealogy and tips on how to do

it and finding adoption records.

NOV 13-Speaker on the subject of saving

family memories for the future. Jim Parrish

will report on using obituaries in research.

KINSEEKERS-Continue to meet every

Thursday — 10:00am to 12:00 noon at the

Hugh Embry Library in Dade City. <
OTHER AREA EVENTS

OCT. 29-30. Sarasota, FL The Florida

State Genealogical Society will hold it's

23rd annual conference featuring Sharon

DeBartolo Cormack as speaker. Informa-

tion can be obtained from Linda Pazics Kle-

back, 1607 Belmont Blvd., Lynn Haven,

FI. 32444-3343. Phone 850-265-8817. E-
mail:kleback@bellsouth.net, or the web at

(Continued on page 6)






