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COMPUTERS - NUTS!
By Don Merrill

I am not talking about computer “nuts” this
time. The whiz kids who can make a com-
puter run circles and turn somersaults all over
the place. No, I'm talking about the persons
who, for various reasons, say “Nuts to a com-
puter!". They are being constantly barraged
by others who insist that the only way to do
any search at all is with a computer; prefera-
bly the latest one
with all the bells
and whistles,
Let's take a look
at the situation

Consider the per-
son who does not
use a computer at
all.  Not at the
LDS library, not
at the Public Library, nowhere. Why not?
One of the major problems facing many of us
is not being able to type. The kids nowadays
are growing up with computers, so they know
all about the keyboard. The rest of us may
remember the “hunt and peck™ method of
typing even if we do not use a typewriter. If
we did not take typing in school, we usually
ended up using that time-tested method of
finding the letters. It is still used by a lot of
us, whether we use computer or typewriter.

(Continued on page 4)

DDD SCHEDULES

The following is reprinted with permission

from the author, Bill Utterback who is a

CGRS and specializes in the Jackson Pur-
chase area of KY. He has done a series of
“tips " on the Jackson Purchase e-mail list.

Today we are going to take a break from
data postings and visit for a few minutes
about a genealogical resource that very few
people know about but, has great potential for
providing a rich vein of information if ac-
cessed.

| am speaking of the “Supplemental Sched-
ules 1-7, Defective Dependent and Delinquent
Classes™ of the 1880 census, The 1880 cen-
sus year was the only time that these sched-
ules were a part of the decennial census proc-
ess. In 1880, there was a growing interest in
health and social reform. These schedules
were an effort to provide needed statistical
data toward that end.

We are all aware that the federal population
schedules enumerated individuals who were
classified as “insane” or “idiots”, (and there is
a difference), those in prisons-, those deaf and
mute, blind, homeless children and paupers
and indigents. But, 98% of all genealogists
are unaware that the census takers in 1880
were required, after they had enumerated an
individual who fell into one of these classifi-
cations, to then go to one of the 7 schedules

(Continued on page 3)



GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT,
events, we see the progress we have made in just 12 months time. We
see:

Increased membership
New meeting place
New library facility
More member participation in programs

Increased outreach programs

Members progressing in doing their own genealogy

At this ime ! would like to give thanks for all the support | have re-
ceived from my fellow officers this year. We truly have been a team in
presenting the programs and activities. So, THANK YOU Tom San-
taCruz, Vice-President; Sally Miller, Secretary; June Woodham, Treas-
urer; Don Merrill, Director; Jan Beattie, Membership Chairman, and
Pat and Jim Parrish, Kinseekers. And, we must not forget our grati-
tude to our fallen member, Larry Camey, who spearheaded the quest
to save our books and find a suitable place for them in our neighbor-
hood. He wad dedicated to this effort when he was gravely ill. Of
course, there are many, many others who have been members of our
team and we say THANK YOU to each and every one who has helped
in any way to bring about this wonderful year,

Now let’s give this support to our next elected officers for the com-
ing year and next year can be just as successful in making this a qual-
ity genealogy society as possible in the new millennium.

Thank you for letting me serve you this past year. It has been a
blast and I have enjoyed the time spent very much.

Sincerely,
“.l""f*]:*g:h.r}r
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set aside for these categories and ask addi-
tional, probing questions of these individuals,
if they were capable of answering. The in-
structions to the census taker directed him to
do so and provided the questions he was to
ask. For an “insane inhabitant”, for example,
the census taker was to elicit the following
data from the individual or his/her caretaker
in addition to what he had already enumerated
on the regular population schedule.

Residence when at home

Form of illness

Is patient a paying patient?

Duration of present attack

Total number of attacks

Age at which first attack
occurred

Does the person require to
be usually or often kept in a
cell?

Has this person ever been
an inmate of any hospital or
asylum for the insane and, if
so, where?

What has been the total
length of time spent by him/
her in such asylums?

Is this person also an epi-
leptic?

Is the person suicidal?

Is the person homicidal?

Another example ['ll show is what was
asked about homeless children.

Residence when at home

Is this child’s father deceased?

Is this child's mother deceased?

Has this child been abandoned by his'her
parents?

Has this child's parents surrendered the

(Continued on page 6)

PCGS UPCOMING PROGRAMS
DEC. 11-Election of next year's officers
and  Christmas
social time.
JAN. 8, 2000-
Business meet-
ing and program
to be announced
by elected offi-
CETS.

FEB. 12-To be announced.
KINSEEKERS-Meet every Thursday from
10:00am to 12:00 noon at the Hugh Embry
Library in Dade City to assist beginning and
novice genealogists. <

OTHER AREA EVENTS
JAN. 29, 2000—Pinellas Genealogical Soci-
ety Annual Education Seminar. Dr. George
K. Schweitzer PhD will speak at the Largo
Cultural Center, 105 Central Park Dr., Largo.
The cost of $35. for non-members includes
lunch, beverage and goody bag. Contact:
Ginger Brengle, 727-539-6601 or e-mail at:
gbrengle(@mindspring.com or write to the so-
ciety at P.O. Box 1614, Largo, FL 33770-
1614.
ZEPHYR GENIES—Meet every Friday
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at the New
River Library on SR 54W for informal dis-
cussion and to exchange information and
ideas on genealogical research. Everyone is
welcome. <+

OUT OF AREA EVENTS
Feb. 18-19—The Florida Chapter of the Ohio
Genealogy Society’s 16th Annual Confer-
ence, Madison, FL will present Curt Witcher
on the 19th. Contact Elmer Spear, §50-929-
2846 or e-mail at: espear(@digitalexp.com or
write to RR #3 Box 1720, Madison FL
32350-9531. <

CALENDER

HIS
DATE



(Nuts! Continued from page 1)

After a while a person becomes quile expert us-
ing just one or two fingers on each hand. Slow,
but so what, many of us do it. Why talk about
how to type? Because if a person is not afraid
of using a “hunt and Peck™ method of finding
the keys, then they can make use of the com-
puters at a library to do research in the IGI and
other files. You have to be able to find the
right keys to enter the name of the person you
are searching for and must make some choices
using certain keys. After a short time you re-
member where some of the more important
keys are and, for the others, that is where the
“hunt” comes in. Of course, you can use a typ-
ing tutor program on a library computer to learn
the keyboard.

The next thing a person has to do is to leam
how to use a “mouse”. A mouse, by this defi-
nition, is that little odd shaped gadget which
the computer whiz zips around on a foam pad.
If you watch where the mouse is going on the
pad, you don’t see what is happening on the
screen and vice-versa. That takes a little prac-
tice to get the hang of it but, if you play a few
games of solitaire, your skill improves greatly
The solitaire is the same as if you were dealing
out real cards except you don’t have to shuffle.
And, it’s harder to cheat.

Once a person knows how to “hunt and peck”
at a keyboard and to use a mouse, then they can
avail themselves of a multitude of additional
sources of information. Most of the sources
which were available in pre-computer days still
are there. But things are changing at a great
rate of speed, especially in the last few years.
Most of the LDS records are now put out or
CD-ROM (that shiny little pancake about five
inches in diameter) and many public libraries
have some genealogical CD’s. New indexes

(Continued on page 5)

PCGS NOW HAS A FLAG!

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Gene
Collister and the American Legion for pro-
viding a beautiful flag for us to pledge our
allegiance to. We greatly appreciate their
kindness. <

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
MEMBERS

NOVEMBER
Irene Brannon
Patricia Parrish
Juanita Reek
Laura Reinan

DECEMBER
Joseph Cummings
Doyle Darby
Johnnye Entz
May Hanxon
Bonnie Harrison
Charlotte Litchfield
Betty Reffuse
George Varney

JANUARY

Jane Chrismer
Nona Groteclose
Donald Merrill
Margaret Seppanen



DON'T FORGET!

Dues are due in January. We will start
accepting them on December Ist. In or-
der to insure that you receive your next
newsletter on time, be sure your dues are
paid by February 15th.

MEMBER RECOGNITION

PCGS member Margaret Seppanen of
Zephyrhills was named Citizen of the Year
by the Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce.
She worked on the Founding Families pro-
ject and helped the descendents of area pio-
neers gain recognition when the new court-
house was built, She serves as curator of
the Zephyrhills Depot Museum. Margaret
is a member of the Pasco County Historical
Society, president of the Zephyrhills His-
torical Association, and is currently serving
as chairwoman of the quilt contest for the
Pasco County Millennium Committee.

Congratulations, Margaret! A well-
deserved award, <

(Nuts! Continued from page 4)

and summary listings by commercial compa-
nies are also on CD's or available only on the
internet.  The internet has opened an unparal-
leled means of communication for those chas-
ing the same surname, or for seeking informa-
tion from far-away places, even foreign coun-
tries. Even census information is starting to
be available now for certain areas.

Now the BIG question. How much would it
cost to buy a computer? That depends.
Nowadays some of the internet companies are
providing a four hundred dollar allowance to-
ward a new computer if you sign up for their
service for three years at twenty dollars a
month. The five hundred dollar computer can
cost only one hundred dollars but you still
have to buy a monitor and printer for an addi-
tional one hundred fifty or so, according to
what you purchase. However, you are stuck
with the same provider for three years or will
have to pay back the unused portion of the
three year contract. Most computers start at
from eight to twelve hundred dollars but, it is
not imperative to buy the “bestest and
mostest.” However, you are stuck with the
same provider for three years or will have to
pay back the unused portion of the three year
contract

Used computers can be purchased for as lit-
tle as fifty dollars on up. One capable of us-
ing the internet would be somewhere from
two hundred fifty dollars on up most includ-
ing monitor and printer. But remember that
computers were used for genealogy back in
the 1980's. Most computers from 1988 or
1990 are just tossed out because there is little
resale for them. If a person uses a version of
a genealogy program from that time they will

{Continued on page 6)






