FINDING VEINS OF GENEALOGICAL
GOLD ON THE INTERNET
By Tam Sarra Cris

In recent
months, it
sEEmMs some
of my genea-
logical re-
scarch  has
been like
hard-rock
mining for
gold, but on
the Internet.

I had re-
sponded to a
query on the FLORIDA mail-list which is
an email exchange of general Florida genea-
logical information. This sparked a 4"
cousin to email me asking to exchange de-
scendancies that we had collected of our
common great-great-great-grandfather, An-
drew Haven. We agreed and sent via email
expanded journal narratives of these descen-
dancies. Besides overwhelming each other
with families, people, dates and places, we
critically reviewed each others information
as we incorporated it in with our own which
is & plus since | do make a few errors. | list
him as the secondary source for what | cop-
ied.

(Continwed on page 3)

THINK ABOUT THIS!
By Don Merrill

Chasing genealogy is easy, but gets more
complicated as time and generations pass.

Looking back one generation, all we have
to do 15 find out the wvital statistics
of our parents. Very simple, usually.

Going back to the fifth generation, we only
have thirty-two people in that group
to look up. A hittle more complex, but, given
the time and energy, most of us
can make a good shot at it.

Go back to the Revolutionary War times,
and the ecffort needed starts to  build
up. We now have a little over a thousand peo-
ple in that tenth generation to
pursue. And, there was a war on, too, with the
brave fighting men finding new
and more fruitful places to migrate to in order
to confuse their descendants.

The fifteenth generation will find us with
the colonists in Virginia, and the Mayflower
passengers and Puntans and early settlers in
New England, trying to decipher the old
script which they used on the records they
kindly left in forgotten places. Or else, they
were still in the old county, writing in
that foreign language which they neglected to
teach their descendants how to translate,
Wow! Things start to look a little hairy. Now,
we have over thirty-thousand great-greats to
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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT,

We hope you all had a wonderful, restful, but productive, summer. Several
members went on genealogical research expeditions to various parts of the
country - West Virginia, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, New England, and
perhaps other places we haven't heard about.

My husband and [ took our motorhome, and the PCGS Bluebird, through 23
states and 7200 miles of this great country. We visited all of our children, and
even managed to spend some time in the Family History Library in Salt Lake
City. I succeeded in obtaining some vital records for which I have been wait-
ing for two years by visiting the Leyden, Mass., town clerk in person. Unfor-
tunately, in my research in Salt Lake, I only managed to disprove one of my
favorite theories and get some rather vague clues to some of my other brick
walls.

I hear rumors that several others had great success. Perhaps they will share

“— their stories with us at upcoming meetings.

Don't forget to submit your drawings for the PCGS banner design; they can
be brought to our September meeting or mailed to our P. O. Box in Dade City.
We will also need some volunteers to construct the banner once a design has
been selected.

Thanks to the Haxtons, the directors of the Dade City Family History Cen-
ter, Dorothy Maslyn and our own PCGS volunteers, our library was kept open
through most of the summer. A few people have taken advantage of the abil-
ity to order films from Salt Lake. This is a great opportunity for all of us to do
some research on those hard-to-find ancestors. | intend to utilize the service
more in the next few months.

Happy Hunting!!

Connie :-)







