A SHOT IN THE DARK
By Diwt Mlerrill

How often are we stuck pounding against a
"brick wall” when we are doing research on
our elusive ancestors? We have tried all of the
proper ways to chase that parson, and still no
luck.

What do we do next? How about violating
one of the cardinal rules of penealogical re-
search? Work from the top down, instead of
from yourself backwards. Take a book featur-
ing-your elusive person’s surname, go to the
carliest person of that name and search for-
ward down the various lines. What conld we
find? Here are a few possibilities:

1. A different  migration pattern:

Logically, members of a family moved to-
gether from Massachusetts to Connecticut o
Mew York to Ohio or Michigan, but was there
an obstinate one who went to Delaware in-
stead? Did a cousin, who had alrcady moved
to Michigan, go back East to join his stubbom
relative? Or to marry his cousin's widow, after
having lost his own spouse? Was that how our
ancestor disappeared? On the other hand, did
one of that obstinate one's children decide to
move from Delaware to Michigan to join his
eousins, giving us fits trving to figure out
which of the Michiganders was his father?
After spending all that time researching in
Michigan, we may find that we should look in
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ITALIAN GENEALQGICAL INFORMATION
ON THE INTERNET

By Tom Santa Cruz

Recently on GENEALOGIA, & spanish
geneglogical mailist, Graciela Pintos,
[gracielapintos@FULLZERO.COM.AR] pro-
vided & collection of websites that she uses
1o explore her ltalian Henrtage.

Below, | have modified her list; shrinking it
a bit.

There are what we might call the standard
genaglogical places to look for information:

Genealogy Database: wWww.
geneslogydatabase.com/

Heritage Quest www hertagequest.comf
himlfcensushg.hitmi

Ancestry.com: members.aol.com/
geneaaitalfindexit.html

My Halian Family: www myitalianfamily.
com/

Ralian Family Tree: www.itallanfamilylras,
comfguestbook.himl
kalianAncestry.com: waww. iallanancesiny,
com/
Gens: gens.labo.net!
ltalian Genealogical
italiangen.org/
Halian Genealoglcal Titles: www italyboys.
com/default.asp

There are some general resources on
[tallans: _
Casa [aliana at Columbia University:
winw italynet.comicolum biafcasaintr.him

{Continued on page 3)
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!.l Since this 1s my last letter to you as your president, I want to say how much T e,
“ have enjoyed wnrl-::ing with each of you and getting to know you all. We have 12
l:"+ had some seriows moments and accomplishments, but we have had a lot nfi"l
t"l fun, too. I plan to continue o be active and be there to enjoy some of the fun. {'lu
“ We have built up our library, thanks largely to our affiliation with the J&§ N
“ Church of Jesus Chrst of Latter Day Saints, but also to our loyal ﬂ"
lrr volunteers, our magnanimous benefactor, and contributions from other genea- s
oy = logical societies and individuals Kelly Jewett is always on the lookout for e
12, things we can use and has contributed several items, Once we get those shelves 'l,:.
'l"' built, we will be pretty well organized. T hope you will continue to support this %
i" venture and make use of the research opportunities. 1‘#
“ Virginia Britten has given us some wvery thought-¢§
4% provoking programs and put a lot of wotk into them. Let's show her that wci"i,"'
o~ were really listening and get some books published! We appreciate her many -
rm talents, and plan to twen her winning design into a Society banner within =
i,.-. the next few months s 1t can be displayed at owr meetings, ",...
' R0z Roper and Pat Parrish have both been recently inducted imto the 5. A. R, 'l

'l:‘- and . A. R, and we have other members who plan to apply to such 1‘1
ﬁ pencalogical  organizations.  And  that's  what  we  are  about! 1’4
'l" New officers will soon be elected, and 1 hope you will continuc to give them g '1..

%

'y ro the same enthusiastic support. What a preat group of people!! "'{'
k
ﬁ" Thank you all. 'r,;-
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