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OLDE TOWNES

) By Don Merrill |

So your great-great-great-grandmother was
born in Rumney Marsh, MA, in 1735, and
you can't find Rumney Marsh? Why not? It
apparently existed way back in those pre-
historic days, but why isn't it on the map
now? How do you find it, or its successor
which may have been given another name?

First, let's consider that the town may be
still in existence, but is too small to be shown
on most road maps. Let's saddle up your
trusty computer and do some searching. Here
are a few approaches

1. Try a web site such as mapquest.com or
the map option on yahoo.com, then give the
address as the town and the state.

2. Use a phone list such as switchboard.
com or anywho.com or whitepages.com.
Dummy in a popular name like Smith, Brown
or White, where they insist on a name. The

(Continued on page 3)
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A READING ASSIGNMENT
By Don Merrill

Anyone who been around genealogical re-

~search for a while is familiar with the stack of

Genealogical Helpers which we accumulated
over the years. The "Helper" has been pub-
lished since the 1940's, and has been the
mainstay for all kinds of research activity, but
nowadays, we have several other national
magazines to peruse in our relentless search
for missing ancestors.

Let's look at four of the more popular ones,
and review the content of recent issues. Each
one has its strong points, making it difficult
to choose one magazine without missing
some good articles and content of the others.
We will review these alphabetically to avoid
any favoritism.

All four of the magazines are published bi-
monthly, however their arrival time in our
mail does not seem to coincide with the
months shown on the cover. This gives us an
opportunity to be pleasantly surprised when
we find a genealogy magazine among the
bills and credit card offers in our mailbox.

First, we will consider "Ancestry" published
by MyFamily.com and related to the Ances-
try.com web site. Ancestry is one of the
smaller magazines, normally running around
sixty to eighty pages, however, it does not
carry much advertising, allowing more space

(Continued on page 5)



‘h For tile past few weeks we have been saymg “so. long to mn' own speclal snow blrds I personally be-
:

- 4 hieve we have had the best winter here that 1 have seen since we (Pat & I) arrived seven years ago. We i
have come to know and gotten closer to many of our Society members and have had some wonderful
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- ., times with them. Those of THEM, of course, that have stayed in the area and not gone wandermg
off on vacations, visiting friends, or had houses full of friends and/or relatwes. It really has been a very

good season. We ‘who stay behind will be looking for the return of our snow bunnies in the fall. Have
| @ good summer, and I would like to msh all of you a very hot summer up there wherever you are, and
| maybe next year you will stay down here in the cooler weather. But, however, I won’t say that; I don’t,
want to be mean. So, just what have we accomplished since our last newsletter?

- Well, mostly, I have been able to gather around me some real go-getters. They have been makm gmy
Presrdency very easy, are making me look good, and I don’t have to do anything. They are domg a]l the

| work and taking our Soclety into an interesting future.

First of all, our program committee chaired by Don M. has presented some. great speakers. They were

even able to bring before us a little old pioneer lady who told us of all the hardships that she and her
farmly encountered during their preparation for and their ship passage from the old country to the new

i world Our two other speakers were equally mformattve Damon Hoestetler spoke on Organizing Your

Genealeglcal Matenal and, in Apnl Alwe Dawdson spoke on Solving Problems In Research Both

Wi speakers were excellent and we h0pe te have them back in the future along w1th our Pmneer Lady

‘§ We also brought in a computer expert all the way from Sandl Arabta. ‘Her was able to get the Soci~

_ﬁ

ety computer up and runmng hke new. Let s all try to keep it that way by treatmg it hke the one we
’Z have at home.
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Thanks to Sandra H., our ltbrary has moved to new slightly larger quarters We have a little more
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- | space and a little more light. It was a long hard fight for Sandy but she did the job. It wasn’t exactly

what she wanted but it will do the job at least for a month or so. Good job, Sandy. In the new

“SPlibrary room you will find our new book shelves if you look close. They are already full to almost _

verﬂowmg I want to thank those of you that were able to come to our house and help wrth the{_

and to the hbrary to a351st in assembhng the shelves. Thank you all. )
So rnany of yeu have given so much time and eﬂ’ort these last few menths for the betterment of the

Soc1ety that | Just don t have the roem 10 mentlon all of you* but, thank you, one and all for your ef-
.:v f rts and keep up the good werk. We are a good group and we all have the same goal ﬁnd that an-
cestor who is hiding.

5 ‘Those of you who are travehng thts simmer, do so with cautlon, get out of the heat and into the
~cool of the libraries.
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