RESEARCH HELPS

AT A DEAD END? TRY THESE TIPS
By Don Merrill

1. There are approximately three generations
per century.

2. Average age for men to marry was 24.
They rarely married before age 16.

3. Average age for women to marry was 20.
They rarely married before age 16.

4. First marriages were usually between cou-
ples near the same age. Women generally
outlived their husbands, but older widowers
frequently married much younger women
who had never been married before.

5. Birth generally occurred at two-year inter-
vals. Frequently the first child was bormn a
year after marriage. As a woman aged, the
interval between births grew slightly. Child-
bearing generally ended around age 45.

6. Families and neighbors usually migrated
together from their previous location. Women
rarely traveled alone.

7. Men usually married women from their
neighborhood, but if a seemingly "strange"
woman turned up, check the man's former
home. Often, men returned to their prior resi-
dence to find a wife.

8. If you can't find an old parent, chances are
he/she "went West" with a son.

9. If you have a male ancestor born around
1840, strongly consider Civil War service.

(Continued on page 5)
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TIPS FOR 1GI AND OTHER
RESEARCH SOURCES
Don't give up too easily

An article in The
Cuyahoga West Tracer
18/3 states that the 1991
IGI microfiche edition
suffers from several
small typographical er-
rors.

When sorting the data
spellings, misplaced commas or unrecognized
abbreviations caused the system to kick the
entry out. This resulted in 738,097 "leftovers"
which went into the "Country Unknown" sec-
tion (54 fiche). The article states that many of
these can be identified by the reader if they
search the "Country Unknown" section for
ancestors they don't find in the expected

In past issues of this newsletter, we have
discussed how a slight misspelling of an an-
cestor's surname by the Enumerator (or tran-
scriber) can throw a person into an entirely
different Soundex Code, or out of order in an
alphabetic index. One must experiment with
various spellings and misspellings to find if
this possibility exists. Or, in the case of Cen-

By Don Merrill
U
by country, any mis-
place.
sus CD's, for example, one may have to go

(Continued on page 4)
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heading south already.

Just how much genealogy did all of us do over the summer? I do hope
’ some of you did get some information through the burning heat. I do know
some of us gained new, brand new, members of the family into our data-
1 bases and, unfortunately, some had to say good-by to family members.
5 Those of you who did lose family certainly have the condolences of the
% | entire society. And those who have health concerns for themselves or their
loved ones are always in our prayers.

Now on to more cheerful news. The library did well over the summer,
even with the temporary cut in library hours. On Sept. 3rd. we will open
the doors of the Family History Center and Library with new zeal and new
hours. Look for a list of these hours in this newsletter and on the Society
website. We are hoping to get more people using the center and ordering
more material from Salt Lake. If we can show them that we are utilizing
the center more, they may want to send us a brand new copy machine. So,
lets all get out and support the FHC.

We are looking forward to an excellent fall/winter meeting program
schedule. We will start off the new year (Sept) with a talk on using the fa-
cilities at the FHC and the 1880 Census CD's. Don Merrill has set up a full
schedule that I think you will all like.

Greetings from the President,

We are coming up to the fall season and the return of our snowbirds.
Where did the summer go, must have boiled away. We just watched the
exodus of all our friends going north on 301 and now some of them are







