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PLEASE NOTE

The deadline for items to be include
in the next issue is July 10, 2006. Plee
feel free to send your submissions ar
time between now and the deadlin
Early is excellent; deadline is great.

Lauretta Anderson & Pat Parrish

Elmer Spears

Our 12th Birthday Cake
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Is Your Genealogy Finished?

As most of our society members are aware, we had a bodid ldtinquat Festival this year. We hac
great time handing out a lot of PCGS brochures, and tal@iaddt of people. The thing that sticks out
my mind most of all are the people that would say, “I have finished my genealofigdurse as worker:
and genealogists we would laugh when they left and ask, “Hova penson ever be finished?” And th
again the other day someone told me that they had finished thesagnd am hearing this so much th
| really started wondering how anyone could ever be done. As | poritiesetbtion, | realized a perso
could finish!

Whether or not you are finished depends on what you want to find quaiu lbnly want to know the
names of your great, great grandparents, and find them, then of gourgould say, “I am finished”. I
you only want to find your ancestors immigration records and what ryotlnely came to America from
then conceivably you could say, “l am finished.” But, if you wanknow more than names and dates
you want to know about the life your ancestors lived, the pabplewere, their temperament, and wi
kind of people they associated with, if you want to know why theyed from one place to another, tl
land they owned and who they bought it from, if you want to know how they en&deg, what church
they were associated with, or any other thing about their §eswill never finish because there will a
ways be more to find. With each new nugget of information c@mether question to be answered or i
other document to be found. Each new discovery leads to another person oresearohr

After realizing a person could say they have finished tlegiealogy and not be lying about it, | had
take a step back and ask myself, “What do | really wafintt?” This question isn’t one we normall
start out asking ourselves. Most people jump into genealogy without knowingrengtid learn along the
way. We get hooked fast and never go back to the basic quedtibasdo | want to find out? How fa
back do | want to go? How can | accomplish the task?

If you have finished your genealogy, | applaud you. But if you'rertike you want every detail an
every document that can be found. If that's the case, | fegloier You are one of the people that w
never be finished with your genealogy because with each new fact comes guoeti®n to answer.

At this point you are probably questioning the point of this messagepdint is that as PCGS ente
into our annual three-month hiatus, it would be a great timallfaf us to step back and ask ourselves
basic questions that we become too involved to ask. I'd like teestgitat you use this summer to tak«
good look at what you have on each ancestor or person in your databdghen decide what you real
want to find out. You can then concentrate on finding the answeasgeted questions. And, dependi
on what you want to know and what you find, you could be a person thaubasay, “I have finished
my genealogy!”

Take care and have a wonderful summer.

NEW IN OUR LIBRARY
By Connie Delaney

Several books have recently been donated to our li-
brary by members.
Pam Treme has donatedrly Marriages in Johnso

-

County, lllinois; Golden Peach FestivdCobden, IL) Our heartfelt condolences

andShiloh. Nancy Daffer and family for tf
Jan Beattie has donated a booCivfil War Recipes loss of her husband Stanley, v
Cathy Vance donatedhe Elbel Family Heritagg passed away on February 1

BookandPreserving Library Materials Our thoughts and prayers

Penny Turner donated a névlas of the World8th
edition, by the National Geographic Society.

Johnnye Entz donat&bmpassionate Revolutionafy-
The Moravian Ancestors of George W. Buasid The
Wickersham Family in America.

with you at this difficult time.
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The Early Trek Westward
By George Varney

Go West young man, go West! That was the cry to the earmg@is. And, West they went. “Westward
Ho” became a familiar cry. People from all walks of lttrekked Westward, hoping to find a new begin-
ning. Free land, fertile soil, new adventures, riches, start bussess away from bad situations, get
away from crowded cities and leave behind those who would take advantage of them.

The first stage of their travel was by a waterway e called the “gateway to the west”. The Erie Ca-
nal. The Erie Canal built in 1825 was the key to unlocking the dgotovine west. The canal spurred the
first great westward movement of American settlers. Thig eattlers traveled the first three hundred on

<> 7 the Erie Canal and then were faced with rutted dirt roads, bakddirhahe

summer and a sea of mud in the winter. This was before thiegdaat the
jumping off point to the far west located at Westport, MO. Hbeswagons
were gathered together into wagon trains with a hired guitEatbthem on the
long trail. The settlers for the most part traveled in a Ismafon called an
2 Emigrant Wagon which was about 9 feet long and 4 feet witd@sel'who were
\ more affluent would have a Conestoga Wagon which was about 15 feet long and
). 5 feet wide. The settlers had to load all their belongingstir@@mall wagons,

~ 7 which included furniture, food, water, bedding and tools. There was vibey li
space for any family keepsakes, fancy clothes or luxury items on theveagalhs. They left behind every-
thing that they considered “Modern” by early standards.

The way west was full of hardships and it is said that eaah ahithe trail is marked with a grave of a
loved one who couldn’t continue. The settlers faced diseases, i.e. Chuoflleienza, Measles, Whooping
Cough and many, many others that threatened the lives of theelarltiher dangers included lack of food,
water, attacks by hostile Indians, snake bites, accidents i.e. bn@gons, livestock dying, broken legs,
arms, and many others too numerous to mention. But, for those stautyheaind healthy enough to sus-
tain the long arduous journey; they were rewarded with a new lifee new frontier and a chance to settle
a great new land....The Far West.

Train Robbers

The early trains were fraught with dangers, attack by Indianslydaat tracks and robberies. Names
that are forever linked with the early railroad, Frank & JohnapdR The Younger Brothers, The Dalton
Gang, Sam Bass, Butch Cassidy and The Sundance Kid and Fraesks& James were only a few. The
robbers would first find someway to slow or stop the train, eithdrdgking the tracks or waiting along a
steep grade. Once on board the train, the robbers would methodicalherpassengers and the mail car!
After they had collected all the valuables from the train, thewld ride away on horsebac and
later divide the loot.

One of the worst enemies of the train robbers was the TexasRafuymed to keep
law and order in the early Texas Territory. And, for treshpart they were successffa
Once the outlaws were located, they were arrested and tridtefocrimes. Early jug
tice was crude and swift and usually resulted in hanging. Trenevery few jails anG
even fewer prisons. The most famous of these early dispenserstioé jwas an ap
pointed Judge named Roy Bean and he dispatched the only law west of the Pecos.
also known as the “Hanging Judge”.

“Order in the Court, Order in this court, be it known by all @néshat the Honorable Judge Roy Bean’s
court is now in session. Will the prisoners come forward? YoalbBhereby charged with robbing a train,
threatening those on board, taking mail, money and other valuablesHeopassengers onboard unlaw-
fully. How do you plead?”

“We’re not guilty your honor, we’re innocent.”

“I've heard your plea....guilty as charged. You are all to be rechfreen this court room immediately
and taken to the awaiting gallows outside and there hung by the neck until dead....next case”
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Learn MSWord Applications for Genealogy

Come join the PCGS on Saturday, November -

to learn to use MSWord to produce a book.

We are the chosen
Submitted by Mike Shires who received it in an emai

In each family there is one who seems called to

Pamela Treme and Patricia Schultz will present find the ancestors. To put flesh on their bones and
workshop that covers the following topics: creating Make them live again, to tell the family story and to

and using templates and styles; using styles to

ge feel that somehow they know and approve.

erate an automated table of contents and inde Do0ing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts

adding footnotes, end notes, and cross-refere
dealing with templates. With these skills, you
produce a book.

nc¢ but, instead, breathing life into all who have gone
car before. We are the storytellers of the tribe. All
tribes have one. We have been called, as it were, by

This demonstration uses the XP version cOur genes. Those who have gone before cry out to
MSWord. However, the majority of the skills that Us. “Tell our story!" So, we do.

Pam and Pattie will be showing have been built

int In finding them, we somehow find ourselves.

MSWord since the release of Word 95. While yot How many graves have | stood before now and
may bring your laptop to the workshop, having ¢ €fied? | have lost count. How many times have |
computer available is not necessary. Your work {ld the ancestors, "You have a wonderful family;
shop handouts include a booklet with instruction You would be proud of us.” How many times have |
that detail each item being covered in the workWalked up to a grave and felt somehow there was

shop. The booklet includes screen shots and

vides you with white space for notes. In addition

pr love there for me? | cannot say.
It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to

you will receive a CD with custom developed XP-Who am I and why do I do the things I do. It goes to

version templates, a PDF version of the boo

kle Seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds

and anything else that Pam and Pattie may thirand indifference and saying, "I can't let this hap-

you'll need.

pen." The bones here are bones of my bone and

OUT OF AREA EVENTS
May 20, 2006 Florida Genealogical Socig
Meeting 12:00 - 2:00 PM John F. Germany
brary, at 900 North Ashley Drive, Tampa, FL
Speaker: Andy Huse, USF Library Special Col
tions Department
Topic: "Tampa's Delicious History," a look at
impact of food and recipes on Tampa's cul
He will also discuss unique genealogical mate
in the library's special collection.
Contact George G. Morgan at (813) 920-0619
webpage at:http://www.rootsweb.com/~flfgs/

flesh of my flesh.

It goes to doing something about it. It goes to
LY pride in what our ancestors were able to accom-
LI- plish, how they contributed to what we are today. It

goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their
€C-never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness to

go on and build a life for their family.

he |t goes to deep pride that the fathers fought and

fluresome died to make and keep us a Nation. It goes to

fialyy deep and immense understanding that they were
doing it for us. It is of equal pride and love that our

Omothers struggled to give us birth. Without them
we could not exist, and so we love each one, as far

Obituary
Submitted by Val Burdett

Hertfordshire: Great Amwell, Little Amwell —ParisH
Register and tithing book of Thomas Hassall:

Burials
1635
County: Hertfordshire
Country: England
Edward Shadbolt of Amwell, a laboring man of abo
threescore and ten yeares of age, allwayes a good

back as we can reach. That we might be born who
we are. That we might remember them
So, we do, with love and caring and scribing each
fact of their existence, because we are they and they
are the sum of who we are. So, as a scribe called, |
tell the story of my family. It is up to that one
called in the next generation to answer the call and
take my place in the long line of family storytellers.
e Thatis why | do my family genealogy, and that is
a- what calls those young and old to step up and re-

borer, no spender, without children, selldome eate googtore the memory or greet those whom we had

meate or dranke good drinke or wore good cloathes

lived and dyed very poore and miserable, buried Maye

the xxiijth, 1635.

, Yehever known before.
-Author Unknown
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RELATIVES FOUND AFTER TRIP ENDED

By Margaret E. O'Dell WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
It all began with a research trip to Scotland last Ma Helen Brown
Some time after returning home, | visited my doctor an Patricia Gee
in conversation, mentioned that | had recently returng James Holmes, Jr.

from a trip to Scotland in search of information about m
ancestors. He casually asked what names | was resea
ing. When | answered the McRobbie families, he told me
he had a friend from college named Betty McRobbie arld
asked if | would like to write to her. His office staff
called me later with Betty's address. | contacted her a
included my McRobbie family line. She immediatel
responded with her father's name and the area in
Lawrence County where he lived. | checked my famil

Lucille J. Staugh

chart and found exactly where she could fit into our farr Cobb’s Toys
ily. 1 contacted her again with this information and ser By Lyman Cobb
along my telephone number. | also invited her to vis 1836
my website and check out the information and photc Submitted by Connie Delaney
posted there.

Betty contacted me through the website on August 27 A FIRE ENGINE

with the following information: “My father, Wiliam  Fire-Engines are used to put out or extinguish fires
McRobbie, was the son of Frank McRobbie and Gertruc in cities, villages, and large towns, by throwing water
Armstrong. He was married twice. First to my mothe on burning buildings, through a pipe connected with
Evelyn Alice McGowan who was attending Potsdanthe Engine. These Engines are each managed, or
Normal College for teachers when she met and marricworked by a company of men, each Engine being
my father. | was born in 1928 in Watertown, NY ancnumbered, as No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 &c. Each company
named Betty Jean. The marriage came to an abrupt ¢ of men belonging to an Engine, chooses a foreman,
in 1931 due, I think, to Mother’s family. | was raised by who has the charge of it during a fire.

my mother and my maternal grandparents in Watertow \Whenever there is an alarm of fire, every fireman is

| visited my father and McRobbie grandparents for a fe' gpliged to turn out and hasten to the place where the

years and remember their house in Potsdam.” fire is, or is said to be; no matter what the weather is,
| contacted Betty’s sister, Gert, who was already on M whether it be in the heat of the summer. or in the

website, to see if we could meet in the near future. S sever cold of the winter; during rain and fair weather;

\r/]vas %url?usA?ts to fvvhy_andh Wr][‘;f]‘ttl IWam?ddtf[) mee;t m‘ in all seasons. The task of the fireman is one of great
er about. ANer informing herthat I wanted 10 9o 1o 1,4 and toil; and, frequently, risk of life also. Who
cemetery in Parishville to see where her parents, grar can but admire the noble darina of the brave and

parents and sister were buried and to visit the historii : Aring )
watchful fireman, who rushes into, or on to a burning

there, she invited us to have lunch at her house. o
When we arrived at the home of Gert and Sonr PUilding to rescue the property, and very often the

Forrest, | revealed the exciting news that | had found hlives of person, in imminent danger of losing his
half-sister, Betty. Gert knew of her but where and wh OWn? _ _ _ _
she was, if dead or alive remained a mystery to her ur  There are a great many Fire-Engines in the city of
Betty posted on my website. New York; and, as the city is now quite large, it is a
While we were visiting Gert; she received a telephor very severe task for the firemen to draw the Engines
call from her cousin Bob McRobbie and gave him th from one part of the city to the other by ropes at-
news about Betty. Also, shortly after, Gert's brothe tached to them. Very frequently, on an alarm of fire,
Scott happened to drop by. Betty now has informatic a great many boys join with the firemen in dragging
about three new family members that she hopes to mithe Engines through the street, hallooing and shout-
soon. ing, making a great noise. It is to be hoped that, as
A lot of years have passed, but, after five children, nir the city is now so extensive, horses will soon be pro-
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren; | can sti vided to draw the Engines from place to place, as they
look back to where | began this gl’eat journey that | ha may be needed for’ as it is now, the firemen are so
traveled and am pleased to find and meet relatives j,ch fatigued, many times, on arriving at the fire,
never knew | had. that they are unable to work the Engines.
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MAKING MESSAGE BOARDS AND MAIL LISTS WORK FOR YOU
By Tom Santa Cruz

Genealogical Message Boards and Mail Lists are Internetetiubboards” for specific topic or interest
where a query about a person, family or place can be left forsothilr a similar interest to look at and
comment on. Message Boards and Mail Lists are not News Groups.

There are surname “bulletin boards”, location (county, state, coutaynj “bulletin boards”, genealogi-
cal software “bulletin boards” and even ethnic “bulletin boards.”

News Groups are open to anyone to leave a message or comment. MessagenBddailsLists require
subscriptions or registration before you can participate.

There are three primary areas to paid attention when sending a query in ordeegaltget

SUBJECT TITLE

The Subject Title of your query needs to draw people to look at it.

If you are querying in the CLINTON surname Messages Boahdiail List, then titles like “Genealogy,”
“Family,” or “Allied Families” will not get much notice. Insad titles like “Robert A. Clinton-CT/OH/CA-
1840-1900,” “Clinton/Clenton/Clentone Family of Rhode Island,” “Descendentsosfer G. Clinton,
Maine Pioneer,” or “Clinton/O’Reilly” will get noticed and interested deopill look at your query.

Similarly if you are querying in the ATLANTA place Messadrgsard or and Mail List, then titles like
“Early Days,” “Kentucky Fried Chicken,” “Southern Georgia” wilbt get much notice. Instead titles like
“Fifth St Baptist Church,” “Peach Tree Cemetery,” andstpaint Area Schools” will attract attention and
interested people will look at your query.

CONTENT

Be direct. Tell the reader what you are after and what you kikowexample, “I am looking for the par-
ents of Michael F. Peterson (12 Jan 1888 in Boston — 7 Jul 1944 in PlesppHe married Jane A. Yeats
in Hartford, CT in 1915. They resided in Charlestown, MA. There&aens and 2 daughters all living.”
Or “I am looking for the grave of William S. Grant. He diedAiberdeen, Monroe County, MS in 1889. |
don’t find any online cemetery records for Monroe County. 1 live in Eugene, OR.”

Now some bad examples, “I am looking for the children of Willie 8lad who died in Zephyrhills, FL in
1999.” Or “Please send me the names of families on EIm Strivetdre ' and 3' Avenue in San Antonio,
FL.” Or telling a long-winded story of your family that obscures your query.

Never write the whole message in capital letters (it id tmread). Some people will capitalize all the
surnames, which is okay. Don’t include unrelated information hoping a reader witlfsortou.

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

You should use an email address with your query that will be googéos to come. | suggest maybe
one of the popular free online email accounts like GMail or Np&ddail or others that allow for forward-
ing if your query is answered or questioned. They offer virus cheakiad) forwarding to your main email
account, and screening of spam and other types of junk mail.

THE OTHER PART

Lets not forget you need to check the Message Boards and Biail LLinkPendium.com is a handy web-
site to show you what Message Boards and Mail Lists are availableuiosymames or localities.

The searching and browsing should be obvious. If you find a good lead, réspoonline through the
Message Board or Mail List and also my email to the persdnythaare re-
sponding to. The Message Board or Mail List may be the only way to reach
writer if the original sender’s address has changed, and éneal is just that
direct.

| have had great success using Message Board and Mail List; | hope y
successful too.

W)
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In March, PCGS held it’s first computer training class. TlassWwas a success and the biggest con
by those who attended was it wasn’t long enough.
Before the class started | did a survey of the membersigmeatd up and one of the questions | asked
"What is your biggest fear about computers?" The number one anssg"information”, number tw
"getting a virus or spyware on my computer”. Both answezsvary common but arming yourself w|
knowledge and tools will definitely aid in bringing your fear level dovhis Microsoft site gives ve
good information on preventing infection from adware on your computer.
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/IE/community/columns/protection.mspx
Remember to keep your virus protection updated at least once a meedkyaur virus protection prq
gram checks for automatic updates you should still periodically dbetiake sure that it is working prq

erly.

ment

was,
0
ith

ry

p_

Thank you to Mike Shires who provided the Microsoft link.

WHAT WAS IT LIKE LIVING IN A LIGHTHOUSE?
Submitted by Judy Kellegnd written by her Uncle
Raymond Osborne Holbrook

It was isolated and hazardous.
It was damp and dry.
It was cold and hot.
It was wet and icy.
It was windy and calm.
It was dark and dreary.
It was bright and cheery.
It was safe and secure.

It was a great place,
Where we had everything we needed.
There was Love, Excitement and

Happiness.

PASCO COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NEW RENEWAL INDIDUAL ($15.00)___ FAMILY ($22.50)

Make checks payable and mail to: PCGS, PO Box 2D@de City, FL 33526

Names

Include Full names and maiden name

Address

City, State & Zip

Telephone
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g abed

PASCO COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Officers

Cathy Vance President
Marion Shires Vice-President

Cecily Zerbe Secretary

Jim Parrish Treasurer
Connie Delaney Director

Judy Kelley Director
Susan Canney Director
George Varney Director

Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday
each month at 10:00 a.m.
Except June, July & August
at
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
9016 Fort King Road
Dade City, FL 33525

Visitors Welcome

Visit our web page at
www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs

All items for future newsletters can be mailed to:

June Woodham
P.O. Box 7034
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
or
FAX to 813-973-2085
E-mail: JIWood7311@peoplepc.com

The Pasco County Line

PO Box 2072
Dade City, FL 33526



