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1 EDITOR'S FILE I 

Many of us have audio 
tapes, but we haven't 

figured out what to 
do with them or how 

to preserve them from 
the ravages of time 

and equipment 
changes. 

couple of years ago, my father 
produced some audio tapes 

from reel-to-reel tapes that had been 
made during family events in the 1950s. 
When I received my copies and played 
them, 1 could feel the hair on the back of 
my neck stand up. The tapes were made 
at Christmastime over several years and 
the voices were easily identifiable as 
those of my parents, both of my grand- 
mothers, my sisters, and I. The remark- 
able thing to me was that I recognized 
the voice of my grandmother, May 
Presley Finlay, who died in 1960 just 
before my fourth birthday. I have no 
memory of her, yet I recognized her 
voice as if a part of my brain normally 
inaccessible to me was awakened by the 
sound. 1 cherish these tapes for this rea- 
son, but also because the voice of my 
other grandmother is also captured 
there. She died five years ago. 

Many of us have tapes such as these, 
but we haven't figured out what to do  
with them or how to preserve them from 
the ravages of time and equipment 
changes. Gerald Hale's lead article 
'Audio Snapshots of Your Ancestors" 
should provide all of us with enough 
options and ideas to start capturing 
these voices for our genealogy programs 
and to share them with others. 

As a reminder of how far we've come 
technologically, we're starting a new col- 
umn with this issue of GC called 
"Innovators." The column will profile 
individuals in our comn~unity who have 
contributed significantly to the dual 
realms of genealogy and technology. 
This first column focuses appropriately 
on Richard Pence, the co-author of the 
first book on the subject, Computer 
Genealogy. Look in future issues of GC 
for profiles of other "movers and shak- 
ers" that have made an impact on how 
we do  genealogy in the 21st century. 

Software programs have come and 
gone over the past two decades. GC has 

traditionally (except last year) published 
an annual directory of genealogical soft- 
ware. This year's directory contains a 
number of new and updated programs, 
and nearly as many have fallen from the 
pages through business decisions or 
benign neglect. We've tried to make sure 
that everything in the directory is as up-to- 
date as possible, but there are likely items 
that have been missed. The directory will 
also appear online, where we'll be able to 
correct any oversights in this listing. 

Next, we turn our sites online where 
Drew Smith has conducted his 3rd 
Annual Genealogy Search Engine 
Showdown. Be sure to read his column 
"Cybrarian" to find out which search 
engine you should use in your online 
genealogy searches. 

One of the search engines that didn't 
make the competition, but is a strong 
metasearch-type software, is Copernic 
2001. Elizabeth Powell Crowe examines 
the program and its capabilities in depth. 
Elizabeth also visits the new Ellis Island 
Web site and gives us a run-down on 
how to access its best features. Also, 
Candace Doriott shares the poignant 
story of the destruction of her childhood 
town in her column "Bits & Bytes." 

We have plenty of reviews for you to 
digest in this issue-four data CDs and 
two books. After reading the reviewers' 
comments, you might have some new 
items to add to your holiday gift list. I 
plan to investigate the digital audio 
recorders available and add them to my 
gift list, so I can add my grandmothers' 
voices to my family history. Q 

Note: For those of you who can't get 
enough of GC, join me online each 
Thursday for my column "GC Extra" at 
<www.ancestry.com/libra~/viav/ 
columns/extra/extra.asp >. 
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NOTE 
This is not my photograph and the illustrations in this article are not the ones I submitted. 

Ancestry.com, the publisher, found they could not use my illustrations 
but by that time my computer had crashed, we were on the road in Iowa 

and it was impossible to recreate and resubmit new illustrations. 
Ancestry.com then set about to substitute from their library. 



Hale 

Audio Snapshots of 
Your Ancestors 

hen I was a boy, I was fascinat- mulating and now I 
ed by the first audio recording have an enormous 

machine I ever saw. If my memory collection. 
serves, it was made by Webcor. Long Whenever I lis- 
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before magnetic tape, it used wire as the ten to recordings 
recording media. My uncle owned the of people who have been gone for twen- By Gerald L. Hale 
machine and my cousin and I spent ty years, I marvel at how it brings their 
hours recording nonsense and playing it personalities back to my mind. I have 
back. Since that time, I have kept voice intended to do something with this 
recording in one corner of my mind. material so that ~t is not lost to future 

The old Webcor machine was some- generations. I made a couple of 
what larger than a bread box. By the time attempts and obtained satisfactory 
I went into the Navy in 1955, magnetic results, but the job was difficult and 
tape had come along and the process of very time-consuming. 
making tape recorders smaller had begun. A couple of months ago my wife pre- 
I remained in the service until 1979 and sented me with a little device that at first 
then went into the Merchant Marine. I amazed me and then provided the solu- 
was away from my family most of that tion to the big box of audio tapes that 
time. I promised my mother that I would has been begging for attention. This 
write once a week. My wife wanted a let- device is a Radio Shack Model DR-81 
ter every day. I bought a tape recorder digital audio recorder (RS 14-1174). It 
and used it to record my thoughts. Soon is the size of a modern candy bar and 
I was adding various sounds that I want- records up to 160 minutes directly to 
ed to save-aircraft landing on a flight memory chips in digital format. It comes Whenever 1 listen to 
deck; the amazing echoing that occurs wth a cable to connect it to the serial 
inside a liquid natural gas tank that is a port of your computer. The software recordings ofpeople 
120-foot perfect sphere. included in the package allows you to who have been gone 

As recorders got smaller and the reels import from the recorder's memory for hventy years, 
of tape turned into cassettes, I started directly into the computer in a propri- 
mailing tapes and we entered the "letter etary format (DSS) and to convert to the n#arvel at  how they 
tape" period. They were much more standard WAV audio format. bring their personali- 
interesting than a letter. I saved all the 
letter tapes and made recordings of tele- Creating the Snapshots ties back to my mind. 
phone conversations with my parents and The WAV format is accepted by most 
grandparents. Whenever we visited fami- of the modern genealogy programs. 
ly, I placed a tape recorder in the middle Although the details differ, they all begin 
of the table and recorded conversations. with the same process: 1) import the 
My parents eventually purchased a audio, 2) edit the clips for each individ- 
recorder also, and they made tapes of ual, 3) store the clips in the directory 
aunts and uncles playing cards and telling where the genealogy program can find 
jokes. All of these tapes have been accu- them, and 4) import the clips or a link to 



step. It makes sense to store the WAV 
in the same directory that the 

alogy program's data files are 

Look ahead and decide where you 
will store the files, then 

always keep them in that 
directory so they can be 
easily located for back 
up. If you share your 

data using GEDCOM, 
vou must include the WAV 

file; and specify their location. 
If the recipient of your GEDCOM 

puts the WAV fdes in some other direc- 
tory, the program will not fmd the WAV 
fdes and all of the links will be broken. 

them to ' -4 
*he WAVformat the eenealo- 

is accepted by most gy program. Check 

genealogy the instructions 'of your software pro- 
gram to be sure it will accept WAV voice 

and although the files. These instructions are usually 
details differ, they under the heading "Multimedia." 

begin with the Object Linking and Embedding 
same processes. Your genealogy program uses a tech- 

nique called Object Linking and 
Embedding (OLE) to associate a WAV 
clip (the Object) with an individual. 
Some programs give you a choice 
between linking and embedding. 

If you choose the embedding tech- 
nique, the WAV file becomes part of the 
data for an individual. Embedding 
makes the association between the indi- 
vidual and the WAV file strong, but it 
also causes your data file to grow rap- 
idlv. If vou embed manv WAV files, 

Importing the Audio 
To begin the project, the first thing I 

had to do was to locate, dust off, clean 
up, and repair the variety of tape 
recorders. Over the years, as each new 
tape size got smaller, 1 tossed aside the 
old recorder and moved on to the small- 
er models. My collection now consists of 
reel-to-reel, cassette, and micro-cassette 
recorders. I was able to get one of each 
working well enough to play back all of 
the tapes. 

A "patch cord" is required for each of 
the recorder models. These cables can 
be purchased or made from wire and 
connectors available at Radio Shack. 
Because the audio output plugs have 
become smaller over time, you may have 
to construct several patch cords. 

Begin by connecting the output of the 
playback tape machine to the input of 
the new digital recorder. Then start the 

" " 

your data file would soon be unman- 
ageable. 

If you choose the linking tech- / 
nisue, the data file carries only a 
pointer to the location of the assbci- 
ated WAV fde. The pointer is the path 
to the WAV file. Although linking 
keeps the data fie small, the link is 
fragile. Decide where to store the WAV 
files and always keep them in the same 
place. When you back up your data you 
must back up the WAV fdes in a separate 
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playback mbchine and the digital The DSS files are quite small and are 
recorder. Keep the volume of the play- no problem for your hard drive, but the 
back machine very low and bring it up WAV format is another kettle of fish. For 
until you get the proper recording level example, a DSS file for 30 minutes of 
on the digital recorder. Too much vol- tape is around 2,800 K. When that file is 
ume will cause distortion. You may have converted to WAV format it grows to 20 
to practice for a while to get the correct times its size, or about 55,000 K. My old 
setting. Run the recording for a minute hard drive was soon nearly full so I had 
or so, then play it back to make sure to figure out a better storage solution. I 
everything is working properly before decided to gather the WAV files into 
you begin the project in earnest. groups of 650 MB and burn them onto 

When the settings are correct and you CD-ROMs. You may prefer to 
are comfortable with the setup, store the WAV files on a 
rewind and begin again. I import- ZIP or IAZ disc. After 
ed one tape at a time, creating your WAV files are edit- 
two DSS files, side A and side B. ed into short audio 
I set the importing software to snapshots, you can 
make an automatic conversion store the resulting 
from DSS to WAV format and WAV file on your hard 
then to erase the recorder's drive. 
memory and be ready for the Once you have got- 
next recording. The DSS file is ten through all the 
compressed and I retained it tapes, you're ready 
as a backup. Later, I for the next steps- 
learned that it is possible to 4 I listening to all of 
bypass the DR-81 and I them, keeping a log 
patch the playback machine of their contents, 
directly into the computer. I and deciding which 
prefer to use the DR-81 and clips will work best 
have the DSS file as a backup to recall the essence 
in case of problems. of each person. This 

The importing software is a long process, but 
names the files arbitrarily, so I found it interesting 
you have to be careful to log each and fun. 
import with all the pertinent infor- 
mation about who, when, where, and 
what the recording is about. If you WAV File Editor 
don't do this carefully, you'll have a lot The player that comes 
of audio and will have a hard time figur- standard with the Windows 
ing out what to do with it. I renamed the operating system will ade- 
files using the date as the beginning of quately play your WAV files, 
each file name (e.g., 1957 01 05) so that but it is hardly the robust tool 
the files would sort into chronological to use for a project of this 
order. As you will read later, I found that magnitude. I consulted my 
is not a good way to name the library index and 
files. Keep the file 
names the Radio 
Shack program A 
assigns, but 

h 
keep a good 
log of what 
each file con- 
tains. 

The player that 
comes standard 
with the Windows 
operating system 
will adequately 
play your WAV 
files, but it is 
hardly the robust 
tool to use for a 
project of this 
magnitude. 
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