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FLORIDA STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, Inc. 

P 0. Box 10249, Tallahassee, FL 32302-2249 
 

 

Welcome! 

You are about to apply for a very prestigious award – a Florida Pioneer Certificate.  This program began in 

January of 1978, one year after the formation of the Florida State Genealogical Society.  Through the years, 

we have processed and approved over 4,977 applications!  Many of your ancestors who were Pioneers prior 

to Florida statehood in 1845 have gone unnoticed in history, so this is a way to gather and preserve your 

family information and let your descendants benefit from your work. 

The enclosed application forms may be used to apply for the following: 

 Florida Pioneer Descendant Certificate (State) – This award can be given to any person 

regardless of his or her place of residence, who shall provide documentary proof satisfactory to the 

committee, which establishes a solid chain of evidence that he or she has an ancestor who settled 

in Florida (present boundaries) before the state was admitted to the Union on 3 March 1845. 

 Florida Pioneer Descendant Certificate (County) – This award can be given to any person, 

regardless of his or her place of residence, who shall provide documentary proof satisfactory to the 

committee, establishing a solid chain of evidence that he or she has an ancestor who settled in a 

county of Florida (present boundaries) before the county was formed. 

 Memorial Pioneer Certificate – Awarded to recognize deceased lineal descendants of a Florida 

Pioneer for whom an FSGS Florida Pioneer certificate (state or county) has been issued. 

 Florida Pioneer Researcher Certificate – This award can be given to any person, regardless of 

his or her place of residence, who has successfully completed the research, on behalf of a 

Descendant, to establish a new, previously undocumented Pioneer.  The Researcher should not be 

a Descendant of this Pioneer, but they may be eligible to receive a Descendant‟s Certificate for a 

Pioneer in his or her own lineage. 

Applications and all supporting documentation shall remain the property of the Florida State Genealogical 

Society and the Florida State Archives. 

The Society maintains an Index of Pioneers, listing those Pioneers who are already proven as either 

residents of Florida prior to 1845 or as county residents prior to the formation of that county.  Please check 

our web site at www.flsgs.org for a current list of proven Pioneers.  You can order a copy of the Index of 

Pioneers from the Society‟s Pioneer Committee. 

This Applicant’s Workbook has been prepared to help guide you through the application process.  The 

Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program has been updated and revised in order to adhere to the 

genealogical standards of the National Genealogical Society.  We have expanded the instructions and 

guidelines and have updated the application forms.  Only the current versions of the application forms 

provided by FSGS are accepted.  Applications submitted on other forms, including obsolete versions will 

be returned for resubmission.  Therefore, please read all instructions carefully. 

We wish you the very best toward your successful completion of your pioneer application! 

Ann Mohr Osisek 
President, Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 

http://www.flsgs.org/
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INTRODUCTION 

As a Descendant of a Florida Pioneer, you have embarked on the exciting process of documenting your 

Florida roots.  Upon the successful completion of your Pioneer Descendant‟s application, your hard work 

will be preserved, not only in the records of the Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc., but also at the 

Florida State Archives where the Pioneer files are microfilmed and available to other researchers.  You 

will be making a significant contribution to your family‟s heritage by including them as a part of 

Florida‟s history. 

In order to maintain the high standards of the Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program, the 

FSGS Board of Directors reviewed and revised the Pioneer Program (Nov 2000) in order to adhere to the 

genealogical standards of the National Genealogical Society   (see page 6). 

One significant change concerns “Supplemental” applications.  The standards of evidence have 

continually changed during the 30 plus years of the Pioneer Program, and as a result, the documentation 

in the Pioneer files varies widely.  Generally, supplemental files contain limited documentation; often 

only an Application, an Inventory of Documents and the documents for the current applicant.  Therefore, 

effective as of the 2001 Pioneer Program year, all Pioneer applications must include a complete set of 

the supporting documentation for ALL generations.  You can obtain copies of the documentation from 

approved Pioneer files to include in your own application.  (See Using Pioneer Files for Research on page 6.) 

This Applicant’s Workbook includes all of the updated instructions and an Appendix that includes all of 

the forms (on page 22) needed to apply for a Florida Pioneer Certificate.  A Bibliography of Florida 

Resources (on page 41) is also included to assist you in your research. 

ALL APPLICATIONS AND THE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION BECOME THE PROPERTY OF 

THE FLORIDA STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. AND THE FLORIDA STATE ARCHIVES. 

 

Qualifications 

In order to qualify for a Florida Pioneer Descendant‟s Certificate, you will need to prove: 

1. Residency of the Pioneer Ancestor 

This will either be proof of residency in the Florida Territory, prior to Florida statehood 

(present boundaries) on 3 March 1845 for a State Certificate; or proof of residency in a 

Florida county prior to the county‟s formation for a County Certificate.  (See County 

Formation Dates on page 45.) 

2. Your Direct Line of Descent from the Pioneer Ancestor 

This is where you will prove the relationship between each generation, beginning with 

the earliest Pioneer and ending with yourself and/or your children/grandchildren as the 

last generation.  Bloodline descent only is accepted; adopted children do not qualify as 

a step in lineage. 

 

Privacy Policy 

One of the purposes in compiling your Florida lineage is to provide the same opportunity to others 

through the records you provide.  In order to protect and preserve the documents of the pioneer 

descendants, FSGS deposits the approved applications at the Florida State Archives in Tallahassee.  This 

provides continued information and assistance to all applicants and descendants in addition to protecting 

and preserving your family‟s history. 

Your documents will be available to the public in their original form and on microfilm.  Other 

genealogical libraries and repositories will also have access to the microfilm. 

Decisions regarding usage, copying, and filming are totally controlled by the management and personnel 

of the Florida State Archives. 

Your signature on the Pioneer Application indicates your acknowledgement that you 

understand that the materials you submit will be available to the public. 
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The Application Process 

1. Complete all applicable forms for the type certificate for which you are applying and prepare 

one set of supporting documents.  This is your Working Copy.  Please sign this copy of the 

application – you will not need to have it notarized at this time.  Mail to: 

Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 

PO Box 3761, Cocoa, FL 32924 

Remember to keep copies for yourself. 

2. You will receive an email notification that your application has been received.  Your application 

is then assigned to a team of two (2) Reviewers, one of which will be your contact person during 

the application process. 

3. After each Reviewer has reviewed your application, you will be notified of any corrections or 

additions needed to complete your application.  Please allow 30-60 days for your application(s) 

to be reviewed. 

4. Upon the approval of your application, your Reviewer will advise you as to the additional forms, 

copies and/or documentation needed to finalize your application.  These should be mailed 

directly to the Reviewer. 

5. Applications that are not approved are retained by FSGS as “Open/Pending” applications and 

you may re-activate the file at a later date, without incurring additional application fees (see 

below), should you obtain additional documentation to successfully complete your application. 

6. Certificates are awarded at the FSGS Annual Conference during a gala banquet.  We encourage 

you to attend this prestigious event and meet the FSGS Board, the Florida Pioneer Committee, 

and other Florida Pioneer Descendants and Researchers.  A press release is sent to the newspaper 

servicing the host city of the conference to publicize those receiving certificates at the banquet.  

If you are unable to attend the banquet when the certificates are awarded, we will mail your 

certificate(s) to you after the conference.  A press release will also be sent to your local 

newspaper. 

 

Due Dates 

June 30
th 

In order to receive a certificate at the Annual Conference, the Working Copy of the application must 

be postmarked by June 30
th

.    However, we do encourage you to submit your application(s) early in 

the year as applications are generally reviewed beginning in the spring of each year.  Each 

application is reviewed by two volunteers and can take up to 60 days to complete. 

Applications received after June 30
th

 will be reviewed during the next year. 

September 30
th 

All Final Copies of the application (including two (2) notarized copies of the application/line of 

descent form) along with all documents, forms, and certificate fees are due and must be postmarked 

by September 30
th

. 

 

Application Fees 

Pioneer Application Fees
 

There is a $30 application fee for each application that can include multiple pioneers and multiple 

descendants that are in a direct family line of descent.  This fee is due when the application is 

submitted.  Once the application is approved, there is a $5 per certificate fee. 

Membership Dues
 

All Pioneer applicants – Descendants and Researchers – are required to be a member of FSGS.  (See 

Membership Application on page 39)  Individual Membership is $25 and each additional member in the 

same household is $5 each.  Minor children (under age 18) are not required to be members (although 

many choose to do so) when included in their parent‟s Pioneer application.  Applicants must be 

current FSGS Members before a pioneer application is reviewed. 
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STANDARDS FOR SOUND GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 

Recommended by the National Genealogical Society 

 

Remembering always that they are engaged in a quest for truth, family history researchers consistently: 

 Record the source for each item of information they collect.  

 Test every hypothesis or theory against credible evidence, and reject those that are not 

supported by the evidence.  

 Seek original records, or reproduced images of them when there is reasonable assurance 

they have not been altered, as the basis for their research conclusions.  

 Use compilations, communications and published works, whether paper or electronic, 

primarily for their value as guides to locating the original records, or as contributions to the 

critical analysis of the evidence discussed in them.  

 State something as a fact only when it is supported by convincing evidence, and identify the 

evidence when communicating the fact to others.  

 Limit with words like "probable" or "possible" any statement that is based on less than 

convincing evidence, and state the reasons for concluding that it is probable or possible.  

 Avoid misleading other researchers by either intentionally or carelessly distributing or 

publishing inaccurate information.  

 State carefully and honestly the results of their own research, and acknowledge all use of 

other researchers‟ work.  

 Recognize the collegial nature of genealogical research by making their work available to 

others through publication, or by placing copies in appropriate libraries or repositories, and 

by welcoming critical comment.  

 Consider with open minds new evidence or the comments of others on their work and the 

conclusions they have reached.  

© 1997, 2002 by National Genealogical Society. 

Permission is granted to copy or publish this material provided it is reproduced in its entirety, including this notice. 

USING PIONEER FILES FOR RESEARCH 

The Pioneer files contain much useful information and you can request copies of these documents to 

assist you in your own research.  However, the documentation in the Pioneer files does vary widely and 

many documents acceptable in prior years may not be acceptable today.  Most lineage organizations have 

updated their standards and requirements in recent years and now require a full set of currently 

acceptable documentation when an application is submitted.  Therefore: 

 Effective in 2001, all Pioneer applications/files submitted must include the actual copies of 

the documentation used by the current applicant(s) to prove the residency of the Pioneer and 

the relationships between all generations listed on the application.  The Inventory of 

Documents can no longer simply refer to the documentation provided in other Pioneer files. 

 You can obtain copies of the documents pertinent to your research from existing Pioneer files.  
(See page 7.) 
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How to Use the Pioneer Files for Research 

Begin by checking the Index of Pioneers on the FSGS web site at www.flsgs.org to determine whether 

your Pioneer has already been established.  The Index of Pioneers is sorted by Pioneer name and includes 

the name of the descendant(s) who currently hold certificates along with their certificate number.  

Applications up through 1995 have been filmed by the Latter Day Saints and the Family History Library 

(FHL) film number is included in the Index of Pioneers. 

Several files are “Supplemental” and refer only to the documentation located in other Pioneer files.  

These supplemental files may not contain any documents pertinent to your research and may only contain 

an application and the Inventory of Documents (formerly called SRL) or a Cross Reference Sheet, listing 

the file where the documentation is located. 

 When looking at older files prior to 2001, the lowest certificate number for a Pioneer is 

generally the “main” file with the most documents. 

 After 2001, applications for multiple pioneers in a direct family line may have been 

submitted at the same time, in the same year.  Applications are filed according to the 

Pioneer‟s name and in order to cut down on the amount of paper/copies, the documentation 

is generally filed under the earliest Pioneer in that line.  A Cross Reference Sheet, listing the 

file where the documents are located, will be the only “documentation” in the files of the 

other Pioneers listed for that year. 

 After 2001, multiple generations of Descendants may be included within one application.  

The earliest Descendant is listed with the main certificate number (i.e. # 1234) and 

subsequent generations are listed with a suffix (i.e. #1234-A or #1234-A1). 

Do not forget to look for spouses, parents or children of your Pioneer Ancestor who may also be 

established pioneers.  Use the Index of Pioneers to direct you to the files that may contain useful 

information pertinent to your Pioneer. 

 

COPIES CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

Florida State Archives 
R.A. Gray Building 

500 South Bronough Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

850-487-2073 

Please request copies by the Pioneer Name and Certificate Number to ensure you receive the 

correct information.  You will receive copies of the entire Pioneer file, not specific documents.  

Reproduction costs and postage charges apply.  Contact the Florida State Archives for current 

charges.  The Florida State Archives is open Monday – Saturday and maintains a paid staff. 

 

Your Local Family History Center (FHC) 

Pioneer Certificates awarded up through 1995 have been microfilmed and the film can be 

ordered through your local Family History Center.  Visit the FSGS web site for a list of FHL 

film numbers at www.flsgs.org  

 

Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
PO Box 3761 

Cocoa, FL 32924 

FSGS has a limited number of volunteers and resources to handle research requests.  There is 

no guarantee that there will be a volunteer in the same city where the FSGS files are located.  

Therefore, please request copies of Pioneer records from either the Florida Archives or your 

Local Family History Center. 
 

http://www.flsgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
http://www.flsgs.org/
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STANDARDS OF EVIDENCE 

Definitions 

Primary Sources 
A record that was created at or near the time an event took place by someone closely associated with the event. 

Also called original document, original record, or original source. 

Secondary Sources 
A source of information created or compiled from original records, compiled records, or both. Secondary 

sources are good sources of information, but they must be evaluated for accuracy. 

From Family History Source Guide, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

 

Derivative Source 
Any source or record that is not an original source; that is, anything that has been compiled, copied, or 

abstracted and is being used as a source. 

Original Source 
A source created at or near the time of the event by someone who was present or knowledgeable about the event. 

From How Stuff Works at http://people.howstuffworks.com/genealogy9.htm 

How Genealogy Works, Genealogy Glossary, by Rhonda R. McClure 

 

What Is Required? 

Documentation 

Documentation from either one (1) Primary Source or two (2) Secondary Sources are required to 

prove each of the following: 

 Residency of the Pioneer Ancestor. 

 Relationship between each generation, establishing the direct line of descent 

between the Pioneer Ancestor and the Applicant. 

 Dates and Locations (birth, marriage, death) that you provide on the application.  

If you cannot sufficiently prove dates (not used to establish residency) or locations, 

please include “Abt” or “Circa” with the date or location. 

Family Group Sheets 

While a Family Group Sheet is not considered as evidence; we ask that a Family Group Sheet for 

each generation be prepared.  This will be used to organize your documentation. 

Photocopying of Documents 

Documents can be submitted on 8 ½” x 11” or 8 ½” x 14” or 11” x 17” paper. 

If a photocopy is difficult to read, please submit a transcription along with the photocopy.  

Remember, you are familiar with your family‟s information – the person reviewing your application 

is not.  Therefore, when in doubt about the legibility of a photocopy, please include a transcription. 

 

  
 

THIS APPLICANTôS WORKBOOK CAN BE EASILY TAKEN APART TO MAKE COPIES OF 

THE FORMS USED TO APPLY FOR PIONEER CERTIFICATES. 

YOU CAN ALSO DOWNLOAD THE FORMS FROM THE FSGS WEB SITE AT 

WWW.FLSGS.ORG  OR RECEIVE BY EMAIL FROM THE COMMITTEE 

 

PLEASE MAKE COPIES OF THE FORMS BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO FILL THEM OUT. 

SEND ONLY PHOTOCOPIES OF DOCUMENTS – DO NOT SEND ORIGINALS. 
  

http://people.howstuffworks.com/genealogy9.htm
http://www.flsgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
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BASIC RULES OF EVIDENCE 

Source Citations 

All documents must include a full source citation.  A copy of the title (cover) page should be included or 

the title, volume, author and page number must be written on the copy itself.  Bible records must include 

a photocopy of the title page with publication date and should include the current owner‟s name and 

address if known.  Newspaper articles should include the name of the newspaper, location, page and date 

of publication. 

For examples of proper source citations, please see Elizabeth Shown Mills‟ Evidence! Citation & 

Analysis for the Family Historian (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc., 1997). 

Photocopies/Transcriptions 

Photocopies of original documents are acceptable as copied if there are no changes (see Clarification of 

Errors on page 11, for how to explain discrepancies and errors) on the original.  If it is not possible to make a 

photocopy of a document, a typed or legible handwritten copy of the document that is certified as a 

“TRUE COPY” by a librarian, a notary, a courthouse or other official, etc. is acceptable.  An applicant or 

member of his or her family cannot certify a document as a “TRUE COPY.” 

Translations 

Documents written or printed in a foreign language must be accompanied by a translation into English 

and notarized as a “TRUE COPY” or the translation certified as a “TRUE TRANSLATION” by the translator. 

Electronic Sources (CD-ROM or Internet) 

Digitalized images of SCANNED (not OCR) original documents may be submitted with the proper source 

citation.  Transcriptions posted to the Internet or on CD-ROM are also acceptable as secondary evidence.  

Please include both the citation to the Internet (name of the site, address/URL, and date accessed) or CD-ROM 

and the citation of the original document.  All other Internet sources are not considered as acceptable. 

Items Considered as Evidence 

1. Primary or collateral evidence usually is considered excellent proof.  Examples include vital 

statistics, courthouse or other government records.  Other primary evidence might include Bible 

records (which must be contemporary to the events with the publication date of the Bible), diaries or 

old letters. 

2. FSGS Publications acceptable as primary proof to establish the residency requirement: 

a. Florida Voters In Their First Statewide Election, 1845 by Brian E Michaels.  The 

requirements to be able to vote in this election were that a voter had to be free, white, 

male, age 21 or older, eligible for the militia and a resident of the Florida Territory for 

two (2) years prior and a resident of the county in which they voted for six (6) months 

prior.  Microfilmed copies of the original voter records can also be obtained at the Florida 

Archives. 

b. FSGS Pioneer Index.  The Index lists all of those Pioneer Ancestors that have been 

certified by FSGS as residents of the state prior to 3 March 1845 (for State Certificates) 

or of a county prior to the listed county formation date (for County Certificates).  The 

current Pioneer Index is available on the FSGS web site at www.flsgs.org  

3. Other sources to check for various proofs include church records, wills and probate records, 

guardianship papers, military records, pension applications and election returns.  (See Bibliography of 

Florida Resources on page 41.) 

http://www.flsgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
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4. Land or tax records are acceptable to prove residency only if they specify that the individual was a 

resident of Florida, since many early landowners and speculators never lived in Florida. 

5. Secondary sources such as census records and newspaper clippings (give the name of the newspaper, 

location, page and date of publication) may be used as corroborative evidence. 

6. Photographs of tombstones are acceptable secondary sources for proof of birth and death dates and 

for relationships actually stated on the stone.  Published compilations of tombstone readings are 

acceptable if no additional information has been added that is not on the stones themselves. 

7. County Histories and family records CONTEMPORARY TO THE FACTS REPORTED are 

considered as supporting evidence only.  These sources provide clues and in order to be acceptable, 

County Histories or other published Biographies also should have been written by someone with 

contemporary knowledge, not hearsay information. 

8. Old letters or family records can be accepted as proof for only the facts that the writer could logically 

know as CONTEMPORARY KNOWLEDGE.  Identification of the writer and the date is necessary. 

9. Lineage papers, accepted or unaccepted, from other patriotic or hereditary societies by themselves 

are not considered proof.  Copies of the actual documents, which were used to prove the lineage, 

may be considered proof for the Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program if they follow 

these basic rules. 

10. Affidavits by someone who has first-hand knowledge. 

Items Not Accepted as Evidence 

1. Printed or manuscript genealogies, family group sheets and charts, family reunion records and 

similar material are not considered proof.  Unsupported information from an amateur or a 

professional genealogist is not acceptable, including such records printed in genealogical, historical 

or similar publications.  Some published family histories do not require supporting documentation 

and therefore, will not be accepted as evidence. 

2. Oral, written or published family traditions may be in error and cannot be accepted as 

documentation. 

3. Material authored by the applicant or a member of his or her family cannot be considered as proof. 

REMEMBER – Documents used as proof must, either alone or in conjunction with other acceptable 

documents, actually STATE THE FACT TO BE PROVEN. 

Examples of implied proof, which are not acceptable, are: 

a. Unnamed individuals specified in court records as “heirs” or “heirs-at-law” unless it is 

known that applicable laws at the time included only bloodline descendants. 

b. Census records that show the name of the Head of Household only, along with numbers 

of family members or others by age group, prove only the family head actually named.  

The 1850 through 1870 census do not indicate relationships and therefore cannot 

be used as proof of relationship.  Next-door neighbors on a census or tax record do 

not prove any relationship by themselves. 

c. A father is not proved as being in an area just because his child was born there.  The 

birth only proves the mother was there. 

d. Owning the same land as an earlier owner by the same name does not necessarily prove 

blood descent, whether the land was inherited or purchased. 

Reminder ï a statement is not necessarily true just because itôs in print! 

 

ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE UNDERLYING SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION! 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR DESCENDANTS CERTIFICATES 

Standards 

Please use the following standards when preparing your documents: 

 Type or print in blue or black ink.  The forms are prepared in Word 2000 and are provided in various 

other formats. You may download the forms from the FSGS web site at www.flsgs.org or you may 

request copies by email from the committee in order to prepare the forms on your computer. 

All Final applications must be typed. 

 CAPITALIZE all surnames.  For example:  John Daniel JONES or Mary Elizabeth SMITH 

 DATES must be clear at a glance – do not use numerical representations for month (3-3-1845) or ‟96 

for 1996. 

Record all dates in the following format:  3 March 1845 or 3 Mar 1845 

If dates are unknown – or unproven – you can use an approximate.  For example: c1849 or Unknown 

or circa 25 Feb 1818. 

 NICKNAMES may be included on the Application and Inventory of Documents by using the following 

format:  John Daniel “Buddy” JONES or Mary Elizabeth “Polly” SMITH.  When referencing a 

document, you must reference the name exactly as shown on the document. 

 MAIDEN NAMES should be used for all women.  However, due to the lack of records in Territorial 

Florida, certificates can be issued for a female Pioneer under the woman‟s married name (Mrs. Mary 

Smith) when proof has been shown that an attempt was made to identify the maiden name. 

If a maiden name is unknown, please leave this blank on the application‟s Line of Descent Chart, 

using only the woman‟s given name.   

 UNDERLINE in red pen or pencil the pertinent sections of land deeds, wills, probate records, pension 

records, and any other narrative style documents.  This will assist the Reviewers in easily finding the 

pertinent information.  DO NOT USE HIGHLIGHTERS. 

 TRANSCRIPTIONS should be included with any photocopies that are difficult to read.  Remember to 

only include exactly what is on the document.  Do not add information or make other modifications 

to your transcription. 

 CLARIFICATION OF ERRORS – An Attachment should be prepared to clarify or explain any incorrect 

or inconsistent information contained on the original document rather than writing on the original 

document.  Do not alter the original document. 

 STAPLES – Do not staple your documents together.  Staples can rust and damage your documents, 

preventing the proper preservation of your research. 

 PAPER CLIPS – Please do not use.  Document Labels are used to organize your documentation and to 

keep your materials together.  Reviewers will remove and discard all paper clips. 

 ACID FREE PAPER – It is recommended that you make your copies using acid free paper. 

 USE OF BINDERS AND SHEET PROTECTORS – While this method provides a beautifully organized 

application, binders do not fit in the file cabinets used to store the FSGS Pioneer files.  The Florida 

State Archives stores their copies in acid-free folders.  Should you submit your applications using 

binders and/or sheet protectors, we regret that we cannot return these materials to you.  We will 

however, consider these items as donations to FSGS. 

 MAILING APPLICATIONS – Please do not require a signature when mailing your application.  This 

will only delay us picking up your package, as it requires us to go inside the Post Office.  We 

generally pick up the mail either after work or on the weekends when the Post Office is closed.  

Applications do not qualify to be mailed as parcel post.  Postal workers can and will open your 

package and it will arrive with postage due. 

 

http://www.flsgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs
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Steps Used to Prepare Your Application 

1. Determine which forms are needed for the type (state or county) Descendants Certificate for which 

you are applying.  (Blank forms begin on page 22.) 

2. Prepare the Line of Descent Chart on the application.  Complete all other information and sign the 

application.  The Working Copy does not need to be notarized. 

3. Gather and organize your documents.  Use the Checklist to Organize Documents (on page 31) to 

determine whether you have the sufficient amount of proof for each item.  Organize the documents 

beginning with the earliest pioneer as the 1
st
 generation.  Remember, some of your documents will 

be used to document more than one item. 

4. Prepare a Family Group Sheet for each generation. 

5. Prepare the Inventory of Documents. 

6. Write a short Biography (200 words or less) of your Pioneer. 

 

Filling Out the Forms 

Contact Information 

Complete all applicable information. 

Application 

Use the State, County or Memorial Application (Blank forms begin on page 22), as appropriate.  If you 

are applying for a county certificate, refer to the list of County Formation Dates (on page 45) and 

include the date the county was formed on the application.  Fill in your name exactly as you want it 

to appear on your certificate and fill in your Pioneer‟s full name. 

Fill out the Line of Descent Chart – beginning with the Pioneer and ending with your information as 

the last generation.  Refer to the example on page 18. 

Sign the application form.  Only the two (2) Final Copies need to be notarized. 

Checklist for Organizing Documents 

Use this form to determine whether you have sufficient documentation to prove the Pioneer‟s 

residency and lineage.  It is similar to that used by the Reviewers when processing your application.  
(See Checklist for Organizing Documents on page 31.) 

Begin by filling in the names of your direct line of descent, beginning with the pioneer name and 

ending with your name.  Fill in the known dates of birth, death and marriage for each generation. 

You will need one (1) Primary or two (2) Secondary pieces of evidence to prove each event listed on 

the Line of Descent chart. 

Beginning with your Pioneer as Generation 1, record the document(s) you have to prove Florida 

residency (State or County) for the pioneer.  Then record the document(s) you have to prove the 

pioneer‟s date and place of birth.  And so on for the marriage, death, and the spouse‟s birth and 

death. 

Gather each of the documents you just used for Generation 1, placing them in order of event, and 

include a Family Group Sheet for this generation at the front of these documents.  You are done 

with Generation 1. 

Next, work on Generation 2, recording the document(s) you have to prove the child‟s relationship to 

their parent(s).  Continue by recording the documents for the dates and locations of birth, marriage, 

death, the spouse‟s birth and spouse‟s death.  Gather these together and include a Family Group 

Sheet at the front of these documents. 

Continue this for each successive generation. 
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Please remember, you will most likely use one document to prove more than one event.  For 

example, a birth certificate may prove both the relationship to the parent and the child‟s date of birth.  

Or an obituary may show a person‟s age (for date of birth), name of spouse and “married for x years” 

(for marriage) and names of children (for relationship of child to the parents). 

When complete, please include a copy of your Checklist with your application.  This will assist 

the Reviewer when they review your application. 

Inventory of Documents 

You should now have a stack of documents that are organized as follows: 

 Family Group Sheet for the Pioneer with the supporting documentation for Generation 1. 

 Family Group Sheets for each successive generation with the supporting documentation. 

After your documents are organized, use the Document Labels and affix to the BACK upper left 

hand corner of each page of each document.   

Document Labels 

A Document Label Template is included as one of the forms in this Workbook.  (See page 33.)  

Please copy this form as a separate file on your computer in order to fill in the appropriate 

information.  Print the labels on 30 to a sheet 1” x 2 5/8” address labels that can be purchased at 

any office supply store.  The labels are formatted to use Avery XX60 Address Labels.  The first 2 

digits of the Avery label indicate Laser or Ink Jet printer and the size of the box you buy.  The last 

2 digits (60) indicate the type label. 

Fill in the information using the following format: 

Doc. No: 3  (Each separate document has its own document number.) 

Page 1  of  2  (“of” = The total number of pages for that document) 

Pioneer: Your Pioneer‟s full name  

Applicant: Your full name  

Assign a Document Number to each of your documents, beginning with the Family Group Sheet 

for the earliest Pioneer as Doc. 1, and the first document proving Florida residency as Doc. 2 and 

so forth.  Then number each page for each document, filling in the rest of the information. 

You are now ready to prepare the Inventory of Documents. 

Beginning with Document 1 (the Family Group Sheet) list each document on the Inventory of 

Documents.  Use the Checklist to Organize Documents to help you determine “Source Citation and 

What the Document Establishes”.  (See Examples on page 20)  Include a brief description of what the 

document establishes, skip a line, then include the source citation. 

Biographical Synopsis of Pioneer 

We request that you write a brief (under 200 words) biographical synopsis of your Pioneer 

ancestor.  We may use this information in part during the annual Awards Banquet.  We also 

anticipate including this information in future book(s) and other materials that FSGS may publish 

about the Florida Pioneers.  By submitting the Biographical Synopsis, you grant FSGS the 

authority to freely publish the Synopsis in any of our publications royalty free. 

  
 

You are now ready to mail the Working Copy of your Pioneer Application.  

Be sure to congratulate yourself on all your hard work! 

Remember not to mail parcel post or require a signature for delivery. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR MULTIPLE DESCENDANTS 

Children and grandchildren may receive a Pioneer Descendant‟s Certificate as a part of their 

parent‟s/grandparent‟s Pioneer Application when submitted with (and at the same time as) the 

parent‟s/grandparent‟s application.  Because children would be listed on the parent‟s Family Group Sheet, 

they can be included with the parent‟s application.  A multiple Descendant application can also include a 

brother/sister (sibling) combination. 

Effective in the year 2001, certificates awarded to multiple descendants in this manner will receive a 

certificate number that is a supplement to their primary certificate.  For example: 

John Daniel JONES Certificate #6547 

David Michael JONES, Sr.  (John‟s son) Certificate #6547-A 

David Michael JONES, Jr.  (David Sr‟s son) Certificate #6547-A1 

Sarah Rene JONES  (David Sr‟s daughter) Certificate #6547-A2 

Elizabeth Jones SMITH  (John‟s daughter) Certificate #6547-B 

Mary Ann SMITH  (Elizabeth‟s Daughter) Certificate #6547-B1 

Requirements 

1. CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET – Complete for each child/grandchild for which you are 

applying. 

2. APPLICATION – Complete a separate Descendants Application for each child/grandchild for 

which you are applying – for each pioneer.  List the child‟s/grandchild‟s complete lineage 

beginning with the Pioneer through and including the child/grandchild.  If the child is a minor, 

the parent should sign the application on behalf of the child.  (“Your signature”, on behalf of 

“child‟s name”, a minor)  Once your applications are approved, you will need to send two (2) 

notarized copies for yourself and for each child or grandchild receiving a certificate. 

3. DOCUMENTATION – A copy of the child‟s birth certificate, documenting their lineage to their 

parent and a copy of their marriage certificate and their spouse‟s birth certificate if the child is 

married. 

4. INVENTORY OF DOCUMENTS – Include on your Inventory of Documents the birth certificate 

and, if applicable, the marriage certificate and spouse‟s birth certificate for all individuals and 

generations of descendants included in the multiple application. 

The child‟s documents will be filed with and as a part of the parent‟s Pioneer file. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR A MEMORIAL CERTIFICATE 

A Memorial Certificate may be awarded to recognize deceased lineal descendants of a Florida Pioneer for 

whom an FSGS Florida Pioneer certificate (state or county) has been issued or as a part of a current, 

approved Descendant‟s Application in which case, the documents will be filed with and as a part of the 

applying Descendant‟s Pioneer file.  It must be proven that this Descendant is deceased. 

 

Requirements 

1. CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET – Complete for the deceased descendant.  Please indicate the 

applicant is deceased. 

2. APPLICATION – Complete a separate Descendants Application (state or county).  Sign the 

application on behalf of the descendant.  (“Your signature”, on behalf of “descendant name”, 

deceased) 

3. DOCUMENTATION – Include a complete set of documentation as you would for a regular Pioneer 

Application.  If you are applying for a Memorial Certificate at the same time and as a part of 

as a regular Descendant‟s Certificate, the Pioneer File can be combined like the Application with 

Multiple Descendants as listed on the previous page.  (For example, you are applying for 

yourself and a deceased parent.)  In this case, one set of documents may be submitted rather than 

2 separate sets for each descendant, as the documents will be filed in one Pioneer File. 

4. INVENTORY OF DOCUMENTS – A complete Inventory of Documents if applying for a Memorial 

Certificate separately.  Otherwise, if applying as a “combined” application, include all pertinent 

documentation on one (1) Inventory. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RESEARCHER CERTIFICATE 

This award is designed for the person who has successfully completed the research to establish a new, 

previously undocumented Florida Pioneer for a Descendant.  The Researcher should not be eligible to 

receive a Descendant‟s Certificate for this Pioneer.  They may be eligible to receive a Descendant‟s 

Certificate for a Pioneer in their own lineage. 

The Researcher must have researched and prepared an application for a NEW (not currently established on 

FSGS records) APPROVED STATE OR COUNTY Pioneer Descendant‟s Certificate. 

 

Requirements 

1. APPLICATION – Submit one (1) completed notarized copy of the Researcher‟s Application. 

2. CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET – Complete an Applicant‟s Contact Information form. 
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APPENDIX #1 – EXAMPLES 

The following pages provide examples of completed forms used to obtain a State Pioneer Certificate.  

Some of the information has been edited and should not be considered as reference material for research 

purposes. 

Please notice the Inventory of Documents – there is a space between the “Source Citation” and “What the 

Document Proves” in the column provided for this information.  By preparing the Inventory in this 

manner, you will make it easier for the Reviewers to easily read and locate the pertinent information and 

the Reviewers appreciate this. 

The example Inventory also provides you with examples of how to list various source citations. 

Remember, if a date or location cannot be proven, you will need to list as “Unknown” or use a “circa” 

date on the Line of Descent chart.  Please see the example in Generation 2 for Rebecca Ann “Becky” 

CARTER on page 18. 
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Biographical Synopsis of Pioneer 

The Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. will use the information you provide for information at 

the Pioneer Banquet when the certificates are awarded and for inclusion in future books and other 

publications.  By submitting a biographical synopsis of your pioneer, you are granting the Florida 

State Genealogical Society, Inc. permission to reprint. 

 

Pioneer Name:  Peter A ROWE      

Submitted By:  Morris A ROWE     

 

Peter A. ROWE was born 16 Dec 1824 in Georgia.  It is said that he and his brother 

Edward were orphaned as young boys and came to live near Middleburg, FL with 

relatives.  However, we find our first evidence of Peter being in Florida when he 

mustered in at Ft Heilman, near Middleburg, on 9 Dec 1839 to fight in the 2
nd

 

Seminole War at the age of 15. 

Peter voted in the first statewide election, 26 May 1845 in Alachua County and paid 

taxes there in 1846.  By 1850, Peter is living in Nassau County with the family of his 

brother Edward.  On 1 May 1855, Peter received a land patent for 40 acres in Nassau 

County, near where many of his descendants own land and live today. 

Peter married Rachel WALDRON, daughter of David Mikel and Sarah WALDRON 

on Feb 3, 1851.  Peter and Rachel had nine children, all born near Hilliard, Nassau 

County, FL.  Peter later married (2
nd

 wife) Kiziah SELLERS and (3
rd

 wife) Sarah 

Ann CREWS.  Peter died 9 Feb 1891 and is buried in Nassau County, FL. 

Peter A ROWE was first established as a Florida Pioneer in 1999 by descendant 

Morris Arley “Buddy” ROWE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Signature:  Morris A Rowe  

 Date:  25 May 2000  

 

  

Editor‟s note – Permission to use examples from the Pioneer File of Peter A Rowe, Certificate #2877 for 

illustrative purposes in the Applicant’s Workbook has been granted to the Florida State Genealogical Society, 

Inc. by Morris Arley “Buddy” Rowe.  Some of the information has been edited and should not be considered as 

reference material for research purposes. 
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Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 

State Certificate Application 
I, the undersigned, hereby make application for the issue of a State Florida Pioneer Descendant Certificate, by right of descent 

from the Pioneer Ancestor named below who resided in the Florida Territory prior to 3 March 1845 and settled in a location 

which is within the present boundaries of Florida. 

 Morris Arley “Buddy” ROWE  
Printed Name of Applicant  (as it is to appear on the certificate) 

 Peter A ROWE   Nassau  
Name of Pioneer Ancestor  County Where Settled 

  

Line of Descent Chart 
Generation 1 (Proven) (Proven) 

Pioneer Name:  Peter A ROWE    Spouse Name:  Rachel WALDRON    

Birth Date:  16 Dec 1824    Birth Date:  30 Apr 1836    

Birth Location:  Georgia    Birth Location:  Georgia    

Marriage Date:     3 Feb 1851    

Marriage Location:  Duval Co, FL    

Death Date:     9 Feb 1891    Death Date:  12 Apr 1872    

Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    

Generation 2 

Their Child:  Joseph Elam ROWE    Spouse Name:  Rebecca Ann “Becky” CARTER    

Birth Date:  29 Jul 1860    Birth Date:  c 1864    

Birth Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Birth Location:  Unknown    

Marriage Date:  c 1877    

Marriage Location:  Unknown    

Death Date:  24 Oct 1929    Death Date:  c 1899    

Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    

Generation 3 

Their Child:  William M ROWE    Spouse Name:  Hattie Beatrice HODGES    

Birth Date:  11 Jul 1895    Birth Date:  6 Jun 1898    

Birth Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Birth Location:  St George, Charlton Co, GA    

Marriage Date:  18 Jul 1914    

Marriage Location:  St George, Charlton Co, GA    

Death Date:  23 Feb 1970    Death Date:  16 Jul 1933    

Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Death Location:  Jacksonville, Duval Co, FL    

Generation 4 

Their Child:  Louis Daniel “Dan” ROWE    Spouse Name:  Lossie Bell REWIS    

Birth Date:  14 Jul 1915    Birth Date:  11 Apr 1918    

Birth Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Birth Location:  Macclenney, Baker Co, FL    

Marriage Date:  24 Aug 1934    

Marriage Location:  Macclenney, Baker Co, FL    

Death Date:  23 Mar 1942    Death Date:      

Death Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Death Location:      
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Generation 5 

Their Child:  Morris Arley “Buddy” ROWE    Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:  15 Jan 1937    Birth Date:      

Birth Location:  Hilliard, Nassau Co, FL    Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 6 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 7 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 8 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

       

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am a direct descendant of the Florida Pioneer named within this application and that the information 

set forth is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further acknowledge that all materials submitted become the property of 

the Florida State Genealogical Society and I hereby give my permission to publish said information.  I understand copies of this application and 

the supporting documentation are located at the Florida State Archives where they are microfilmed and available for reproduction, are used by 

other researchers and are accessible to the general public. 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF  ) At (Location) 

COUNTY OF  ) This  day of personally came 

  Morris A. Rowe  
 (Type full name of Applicant) 

  Morris A. Rowe  
Subscribed and sworn to before me, (Signature of Applicant) 

   1030 Gray Rd, Cocoa, FL 32926  
 (Type Residence Address)
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Applicant: Morris Arley “Buddy” ROWE  Pioneer: Peter A ROWE  Page  

Inventory of Documents 
 

DOC NO. TYPE OF DOCUMENT WHAT THE DOCUMENT ESTABLISHES AND SOURCE CITATION 
 

1 Family Group Sheet Family of Peter A ROWE and Rachel WALDRON 

2 Florida War 1839-1840 

Service Record, Bird‟s Co. 1 

(Warren‟s) Florida Mounted Militia. 

Peter A. ROWE. 

Service Record of Peter ROWE from Florida State Archives  

9 Dec. 1839 -- Company Muster-In Roll dated 9 Dec. 1839 at Ft. Heileman, East Florida 

(now Middleburg, Clay County, FL) certifies Peter ROE joined for duty on 14 Nov. 1839 

for a period of 6 months. 

14 May 1840 -- Company Muster-Out Roll dated 14 May 1840 at Thigpen‟s Deep 

Creek, East Florida certifies Peter ROE mustered out on 14 May 1840.  Establishes 

residence of Peter A. ROWE in 1839-1840. 

(Peter Roe, compiled military record (private, Bird's Company, Warren's Florida 

Mounted Militia), Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers Who Served in 

Organizations from the State of Florida During the Florida Indian Wars, 1835-1858, 

micropublication M1086 (Washington: National Archives), roll 17.) 

3 1860 Federal Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1860 -- Lewisville, Nassau County, FL, as of 1 June, enumerated 29 Sept. 1860. 

Lines 36-40 list the family of Peter ROE, age 35; Rachel, age 25; and three of their 

children. 

(Peter Roe household, 1860 U.S. census, Nassau County, Florida, population schedule, 

Kirkland township, Kirkland post office, page 14, dwelling 23, family 24, National 

Archives micropublication M593, roll 24.) 

4 Bible Record owned by Mrs. 

Magdalene R. Espy, Jacksonville, 

Florida. 

Copied from Florida Pioneer 

Descendants Certificate #608, of 

Carl Elery Stokes, Descendant; Mrs 

Sarah Waldron, Pioneer. 

3 Feb. 1851 -- Lists marriage of Peter ROWE to (1st wife) Rachel WALDRON on the 

(3rd) day of (Feb.) 1851. 

29 July 1860 -- Lists Joseph Elam ROWE as the 3rd son of P and R (Peter and Rachel) 

born on the 29th of July, 1860. 

(Family data, Carl Elery Stokes Family Bible, The Holy Bible, new edition (Jacksonville, 

Florida: Benson Publishing, 1845): original owned in 1999 by Mrs. Magdalene R. Espy 

(Jacksonville, Florida).) 

5 1870 Federal Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1870 -- Nassau County, Florida, as of 1 June, enumerated 29 July 1870. 

Lines 25-30 list the family of Peter ROWE (head), age 45; Rachel, age 35 and four of 

their children.  Family includes Elam, age 7. 

Establishes Joseph Elam ROWE is the son of Peter A. ROWE and Rachel WALDRON. 

Establishes residence of Peter A. ROWE, Rachel WALDRON, and Joseph Elam ROWE 

in 1870. 

(Peter Rowe household, 1870 U.S. census, Nassau County, Florida, population schedule, 

Kirkland township, Kirkland post office, page 138, dwelling 32, family 34, National 

Archives micropublication M593, roll 123.) 

6 1880 Federal Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1880 -- Nassau County, FL, as of 1 June, enumerated 11 June 1880.  

Lines 29-38 list the family of Peter ROWE (head) age 57 and Keziah ROWE (2nd wife) 

age 36.  

Establishes residence of Peter A. ROWE, his 2nd wife Keziah SELLERS, eight of 

Peter‟s children and of Keziah‟s son from a former marriage. 

Lines 39-42 lists the family of Joseph E. CREWS (head) age 19; Rebecca (wife) age 18; 

Peter (son) age 3 and Rosetta (daughter) age 1. 

(Peter Rowe household, 1880 U.S. census, Nassau County, Florida, population schedule, 

town of Precinct 10, enumeration district [ED] 145. supervisor's district [SD} 2, sheet 13, 

dwelling 8, family 8; National Archives micropublication M653, roll 145.) 

7 Attachment  

Joseph Elam ROWE 

Attachment explaining surname CREWS for the family of Joseph Elam ROWE on the 

1880 Federal Census. 
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Inventory of Documents 
 

DOC NO. TYPE OF DOCUMENT WHAT THE DOCUMENT ESTABLISHES AND SOURCE CITATION 
 

Revised – Nov 2008 Page 21 

8 Family Group Sheet 

 

Family of Joseph Elam ROWE and Rebecca Ann “Becky” CARTER 

9 1895 Florida State Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1895 -- Census page 76, lines 25-35. 

Lists the family of Joseph Elam ROWE (J.E.) , age 34, born in Florida.  Includes his (1st) 

wife Rebecca Ann “Becky” CARTER (Becca), age 34, born in Georgia, and nine of their 

children. 

(1895 State Census, Nassau County, Florida (Jacksonville, Florida: Jacksonville 

Genealogical Society, Inc., 1976), 155.) 

10 1900 Federal Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1900 -- Precinct 10, Nassau County, FL, as of 1 June, enumerated 12 June 1900.  

Lines 87-96 list the family of Joseph E. ROWE (head) age 39, born July 1860 in Florida 

and Kizzie ROWE (wife) age 29, born Jan. 1871 in Georgia.  Family includes William 

ROWE (son) age 4 born July 1895 in Florida. 

The „years married‟ column show Joseph Elam and Kizzie were married 0 years, 

indicating they were recently married.  Kizzie is listed as having 0 children, which 

indicates the children of Joseph Elam listed on this census, including William M. ROWE, 

are by Joseph Elam‟s 1st wife, Rebecca Ann “Becky” CARTER. 

Establishes William M. ROWE was born July 1895 in Florida and is the son of Joseph 

Elam ROWE who was born July 1860.  Establishes residence of Joseph Elam ROWE, 

his 2nd wife Kizzie CARTER, and his son William M. ROWE in 1900. 

(Joseph E. Rowe household, 1900 U.S. census, Nassau County, Florida, population 

schedule, town of Precinct 10, enumeration district [ED] 145. supervisor's district [SD} 

4, sheet 8, dwelling 134, family 135; National Archives micropublication T623, roll 

165.) 

11 Family Group Sheet 

 

Family of William M. ROWE and Hattie Beatrice HODGES. 

12 Certificate of Marriage 

William M. ROWE 

18 July 1914 -- Establishes marriage between William M. ROWE and Hattie Beatrice 

HODGES on 18 July 1914 in Charlton County, Georgia.  

(Rowe-Hodges marriage, 18 July 1914, marriage certificate no. 3440, Charlton County 

Courthouse, Folkston, GA.) 

13 1920 Federal Census 

Nassau County, Florida 

1920 -- Precinct 12, Nassau County, FL, as of Jan. 1, enumerated 26 Jan. 1920. 

Lines 1-3 list the family of William ROWE (head) age 24, Hattie ROWE (wife) age 22, 

and Daniel ROWE (son) age 4.  

(William Rowe household, 1920 U.S. census, Nassau County, Florida, population 

schedule, town of Precinct 12, enumeration district [ED] 130, supervisor's district [SD] 1, 

sheet 4, dwelling 22 family 24, National Archives micropublication T623, roll 143.) 

14 Certificate of Death 

William M. ROWE 

23 Feb. 1970 -- Certifies William ROWE died on 23 Feb. 1970 in Hilliard, Nassau 

County, Florida.  Lists Mrs. Winnie Rowe as his wife, Joseph Elam ROWE as his father 

and Rebecca CARTER as his mother.  

(William Rowe, death certificate no. 3440 (1970), Florida State Vital Statistics Office, 

Jacksonville.) 

15 Certificate of Death 

Hattie Beatrice HODGES 

15 July 1933 -- Certifies Hattie Beatrice (HODGES) Rowe died on 15 July 1933 in 

Nassau County, Florida.  Lists William M. ROWE as her husband, Daniel HODGES as 

her father and Lucettie HOWARD as her mother.  The informant was the same William 

M. ROWE who is listed as her husband.  

(Hattie Beatrice Rowe, death certificate no. 3440 (1933), Florida State Vital Statistics 

Office, Jacksonville.) 
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APPENDIX #2 – BLANK FORMS 

General Information 

This section includes the forms needed to apply for each type of Florida Pioneer Certificate.  This workbook 

can easily be taken apart to make multiple copies of the blank forms.  Please use them as your “originals” to 

make copies. 

Only the current versions of these forms are accepted.  Applications submitted on other forms, including 

obsolete versions will be returned for resubmission.  The forms are prepared in Word 2000 and you may request 

copies by email, or by downloading from the FSGS web site in to order prepare the forms on your computer. 

The following pages contain the forms to be used for: 

 

Descendants Certificates 

Contact Information 

State Application  (with Line of Descent Chart) 

County Application  (with Line of Descent Chart) 

Inventory of Documents 

Checklist to Organize Documents 

Document Label Template 

Biographical Synopsis of Pioneer 

 

Researcher Certificates 

Contact Information 

Researcher‟s Application 

 

FSGS Membership 

Membership Application 
 

 

Note:  The State Application, County Application and Checklist to Organize Documents have been revised.  

Should you need forms that include more than 8 generations, please contact the FSGS Pioneer Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO MAKE COPIES OF THE FORMS 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO FILL THEM OUT. 
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Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 
 

Contact Information 
Please type or print the information requested. 

Applicant Information: 

Name:   

Address:   

City:    State:   Zip +4:   

Telephone:   

E-mail:   

Researcher Information: 

If you have had someone other than yourself prepare your application, please provide their information 

as your Researcher so we may contact them with questions or corrections on your application. 

Name:  

Address:  

City  State:  Zip +4:  

Telephone:  

E-mail:  

Local Newspaper Information: 

Name:  

Address:  

City  State:  Zip +4:  

Telephone:  

Contact (if known):  

Pioneer(s) for which I am currently making application: 

    Pioneer Name County Settled Type Certificate  

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   
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Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 

State Certificate Application 
I, the undersigned, hereby make application for the issue of a State Florida Pioneer Descendant Certificate, by right of descent 

from the Pioneer Ancestor named below who resided in the Florida Territory prior to 3 March 1845 and settled in a location 

which is within the present boundaries of Florida. 

   
Printed Name of Applicant  (as it is to appear on the certificate) 

      
Name of Pioneer Ancestor  County Where Settled 

  

Line of Descent Chart 
Generation 1 (Proven) (Proven) 

Pioneer Name:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 2 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 3 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 4 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      
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Generation 5 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 6 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 7 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 8 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

       

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am a direct descendant of the Florida Pioneer named within this application and that the information 

set forth is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further acknowledge that all materials submitted become the property of 

the Florida State Genealogical Society and I hereby give my permission to publish said information.  I understand copies of this application and 

the supporting documentation are located at the Florida State Archives where they are microfilmed and available for reproduction, are used by 

other researchers and are accessible to the general public. 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF  ) At (Location) 

COUNTY OF  ) This  day of personally came 

    
 (Type full name of Applicant) 

    

Subscribed and sworn to before me, (Signature of Applicant) 

     
 (Type Residence Address)
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Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 

County Certificate Application 
I, the undersigned, hereby make application for the issue of a County Florida Pioneer Descendant Certificate, by right of descent 

from the Pioneer Ancestor named below who resided within the present boundaries of the County  

of:    prior to    
 (County Name)   (Date – see County Formation Dates) 

   
Printed Name of Applicant  (as it is to appear on the certificate) 

      
Name of Pioneer Ancestor  County where Settled 

  

Line of Descent Chart 
Generation 1 (Proven) (Proven) 

Pioneer Name:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 2 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 3 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 4 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      
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Generation 5 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 6 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 7 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

Generation 8 

Their Child:      Spouse Name:      

Birth Date:      Birth Date:      

Birth Location:      Birth Location:      

Marriage Date:      

Marriage Location:      

Death Date:      Death Date:      

Death Location:      Death Location:      

       

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am a direct descendant of the Florida Pioneer named within this application and that the information 

set forth is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further acknowledge that all materials submitted become the property of 

the Florida State Genealogical Society and I hereby give my permission to publish said information.  I understand copies of this application and 

the supporting documentation are located at the Florida State Archives where they are microfilmed and available for reproduction, are used by 

other researchers and are accessible to the general public. 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF  ) At (Location) 

COUNTY OF  ) This  day of personally came 

    
 (Type full name of Applicant) 

    

Subscribed and sworn to before me, (Signature of Applicant) 

     
 (Type Residence Address)
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Applicant:   Pioneer:   Page  

  Inventory of Documents 
 

DOC NO. TYPE OF DOCUMENT WHAT THE DOCUMENT ESTABLISHES AND SOURCE CITATION 
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Checklist to Organize Documents 
Use the chart below to verify that you have sufficient documentation to prove each event for your Pioneer Certificate.  Beginning with the Pioneer, 

note the type of document in the appropriate column.  You will need either one Primary Source document or two Secondary Source documents.  This 

is for your own use.  You do not need to submit this Checklist with your application. 
 

 Event and Date Primary Secondary 1 Secondary 2 

Gen. 1 Pioneer Name -     

 FL Residency    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 2 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 3 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 4 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    
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Checklist to Organize Documents 

 

 Event and Date Primary Secondary 1 Secondary 2 

Gen. 5 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 6 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 7 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    

Gen. 8 Name -     

 Relationship to Parent listed above    

 Birth    

 Marriage    

 Death    

 Spouse Birth    

 Spouse Death    
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Document Labels 
 

Copy the Document Label Template on the next page to a separate file before you begin to fill out. 

Print the labels on 30 to a sheet 1” x 2 5/8” address labels that can be purchased at any office supply 

store.  The labels are formatted to use Avery XX60 Address Labels.  The first 2 digits of the Avery label 

indicate Laser or Ink Jet printer and the size of the box you buy.  The last 2 digits (60) indicate the type 

label. 

 



 

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   

 

Doc No:  Pg  of   

Type of Doc:   

Applicant:   

Pioneer:   
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Biographical Synopsis of Pioneer 

The Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. will use the information you provide for information at the Pioneer 

Banquet when the certificates are awarded and for inclusion in future books and other publications.  By submitting a 

biographical synopsis of your pioneer, you are granting the Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. permission to 

reprint. 

 

Pioneer Name:           

Submitted By:           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Signature:  

 Date:  
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Florida Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

 
 

Researcher Certificate Application 
I, the undersigned, hereby make application for the issue of a Florida Pioneer Researcher‟s Certificate, in recognition of my 

research and documentation of the Pioneer Ancestor named below on behalf of the Descendant named below.  The said Pioneer 

has not been proven previously and was a resident within the present boundaries of the 

(Please check either State or County) 

  STATE of Florida before 3 March 1845. 

  COUNTY of   before   
  (County Name)   (Date of County Formation) 

  

      
Name of Pioneer Ancestor  County where Pioneer Settled 

      
Name of Descendant on whose behalf the research was completed  Year Pioneer Established 

   
Printed Name of Researcher  (as it is to appear on the certificate) 

   
Signature of Researcher 

  

Descendant’s Affidavit 

I,    (Descendant‟s name), who in support of the foregoing 

application, being duly sworn, declare that the said Pioneer Ancestor listed above is my direct ancestor and that the 

Researcher listed above is not a descendant of the said Pioneer Ancestor.  I further verify that the above named 

Researcher was authorized by me to complete and submit my Descendant‟s Application to the Florida State 

Genealogical Society, Inc for approval and did the research required to establish the said Pioneer Ancestor listed 

above as a new and previously undocumented Pioneer. 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF  ) At (Location) 

COUNTY OF  ) This  day of personally came 

   
 (Type full name of Descendant) 

   

Subscribed and sworn to before me, (Signature of Descendant) 

    
 (Type Residence Address) 
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 FLORIDA STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, Inc. 

  P 0. Box 10249, Tallahassee, FL 32302-2249 
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Membership Application 

Membership is open to Individuals, Institutions, Libraries and Societies.  The membership year is 

from January 1
st
 through December 31

st
.  If renewal dues are not received by February 15

th
, the 

member shall be removed from the membership rolls.  Genealogical Societies of Florida receive 

honorary memberships. 

Individual -- $25 

Additional Member(s) at same address -- $5 each 

Institution, Society, Library -- $25 

  

 

Date:  New:  Renewal:  

Amount Enclosed: 

   Individual at $25 

   Additional Persons at Same Address at $5 each 

   Institution, Society, Library at $25 

Name: (Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr)  

Additional Name(s) at same address:  

  

Street:  County:  

City:  State:  Zip: +4:  

Please be sure to include +4 zip code.  It is required for our bulk mail permit. 

Telephone:  E-mail:  

 

If you would like a Membership Card, please include a SASE 

  

Make check payable to FSGS and mail to: 

FSGS Membership Chairman 

P0 Box 10249 

Tallahassee, FL 32302-2249 
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APPENDIX #3 – BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FLORIDA RESOURCES 

General 

1. American State Papers: Documents Legislative and Executive of the United States. Washington, D.C., Gales and 

Seaton, 1832-1861. (See Index Grassroots of America by Philip W. McMullin, Gendex Corp., 1972.) 

2. Carter, Clarence E., editor. The Territorial Papers of the United States. 27 Vols. Vols. 22-26 are for Florida. 

Washington, D.C., Government Printing Office, 1934- 

3. Coker, William S. & G. Douglas Inglis. The Spanish Census of Pensacola, 1784-1820: A Genealogical Guide to 

Spanish Pensacola. Pensacola, FL: Perdido Bay Press, 1980. 

4. Davidson, Dianne Hatcher, comp. The Florida Genealogist Index, Volumes I-X: 1977-1987. Decorah, IA: 

Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc., 1992. 

5. Florida Election Returns Through 1865. 9 Microfilm. 

6. Florida Voter Registration Lists 1867-68. Tallahassee, FL: Tallahassee Genealogical Society, Inc., 1992. 

7. A Guide to the History of Florida. Paul S. George, Ed. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1989. 

8. Guide to the Records of the Florida State Archives. Tallahassee, FL: Department of State, Division of Library 

and Information Services, 1988. 

9. Internal Revenue Service Tax Assessment Rolls, 1865-66. National Archives M761 - 1 Microfilm. 

10. Michaels, Brian E. Genealogical Research in Florida. National Genealogical Society Quarterly, June 1988. 

11. The Papers of Panton, Leslie and Company. Woodbridge, CT: Research Publications, 1986. Microfilm. 

12. Pioneers of Florida's First Coast. Jacksonville, FL: The Southern Genealogist's Exchange Society, 1991. 

13. Record of Appointment of Postmasters 1832-1971. National Archives M841 - 3 Microfilm. 

14. Servies, James A. & Lana D. A Bibliography of Florida. Vol. 1: 1507-1845; Vol. 2: 1846--1880; Vol. 3: 1881-

1899. Pensacola, FL: King and Queen Books, 1993-1999. 

15. Servies, James A. A Bibliography of West Florida. Vol. 1: 1535-1915; Vol. 2: 1916-1971; Vol. 3: Index; Vol. 4: 

Supplement. Pensacola, FL: King & Queen Books, 1982. 

16. Ship Passenger Lists: Key West, FL. National Archives T940 - 41 Microfilm. 

17. Ship Passenger Lists: Other Florida Ports 1890-1924. National Archives T517 - 26 Microfilm. 

18. Taylor, Anne Wood, Compiler. Florida Pioneers and Their Descendants. Indexed by Mary Lee Barnes Harrell. 

Decorah, IA: Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 1992. 

19. Taylor, Anne Wood and Mary Lee Barnes Harrell. Florida Connections Through Bible Records. Vol. 1. 

Tallahassee, FL: Florida State Genealogical Society, 1993. 

African-American  

20. The American Slave: A Composite Autobiography. Vol. 17 (Florida) George P. Rawick, General Editor. 

Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Co., 1941. 

21. The Black Experience: A Guide to Afro-American Resources in the Florida State Archives. Tallahassee, FL., 

Department of State, 1988. 

22. Brown, Canter Jr. Florida’s Black Public Officials, 1867-1924. Tuscaloosa, AL: The University of Alabama 

Press, 1998.  

23. Jones, Maxine D. and Kevin M. McCarthy. African Americans in Florida. Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, Inc., 

1993. 

24. Landers, Jane. Black Society in Spanish Florida. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1999. 

25. McDonogh, Gary W., ed. The Florida Negro: A Federal Writers’ Project Legacy. Jackson, MS: University 

Press of Mississippi, 1993. 

26. Negroes, &c, Captured from Indians in Florida, &c. Washington, DC: War Department, 1839 (25th Congress, 

3rd Session, House of Reps., War Dept.) 126p. 

27. Slave Schedules for 1850-Florida. Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Service, 1964. Microcopy 

432. /Microfilm Roll 60. 
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28. Slave Schedules for 1860-Florida. Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Service, 1967. Microcopy 

653. /Microfilm Roll 110. 

29. Smith, Julia Floyd. Slavery and Plantation Growth in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1860. Gainesville, FL: 

University of Florida Press, 1973. 

30. Walton-Raji, Angela Y. Black Indian Genealogy Research: African American Ancestors Among the Five 

Civilized Tribes. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1993. 

Census: 

31. 1783 Spanish Census of East Florida - Internet:  

ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/statewide/census/1783.txt  

32. 1821 & 1823 Census Index, West Florida - Internet: 

ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/statewide/census/1821west.txt - 1821 

ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/statewide/census/1823west.txt - 1823 

33. 1830-1920 Federal Census (There is no census for 1790-1820 or 1890) All Florida census is indexed. 

34. 1864 Military Census - Jacksonville, Fernandina and St. Augustine. Ordered by the Department of the South, 

Hilton Head, SC.  

35. 1885 Federal Census. Indexed by Tom and Patti Martin. 

36. 1935 and 1945 State Census. 

37. Mills, Donna Rachal. Florida's Unfortunates: The 1880 Federal Census: Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent 

Classes. Tuscaloosa, AL: Mills Historical Press, 1993. 

Churches & Cemeteries: 

38. Crews, Walter Lee, Jr. Sources for Lists of Florida Marked Graves and Bordering Georgia Counties. Orlando, 

FL., 1993. 

39. Florida Veterans Graves Registration Project - 9 Microfilm 

40. The Pioneer Churches of Florida. Daughters of the American Revolution, Chuluota, FL.: Mickler House 

Publishers, 1976. 

Land Records 

41. 1824 East Florida Land Titles. House of Representatives Document Numbered 413, 18th Congress - First 

Session, 1824. 

42. 1830 Private Land Claims in East Florida. Secretary of the Treasury. 21st Congress, 1st Session. 

43. Armed Occupation Act of 1842. United States. General Land Office. Florida District. Applications for permits to 

settle from 1842 to 1843. The permits were filed at the Saint Augustine and Newnansville Federal District Land 

Office. 

44. Bureau of Land Management - Pre 1908 Florida Land Records. Internet: http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/ 

45. Davidson, Alvie. Florida Land: Records of the Tallahassee and Newnansville General Land Office 1825-1892. 

Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1989.  

46. Land Claims in Florida: 1824. House of Representatives, Document Number 412, 18th Congress, First Session. 

47. Land Claims in East Florida: 1826. Taken from the 19th Congress First Session. House of Representative Report 

Number 503. 

48. Spanish Land Grants in Florida. Unconfirmed and Confirmed Claims. 6 Vols. Tallahassee, FL: State Library 

Board, 1940. 

Military: 

49. Biographical Rosters of Florida's Confederate and Union Soldiers 1861-65. 6 Vols. Compiled by David W. 

Hartman & David Coles. Wilmington, NC: Broadfoot Publishing Co., 1995. 

50. Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers. National Archives M251 - 104 Microfilm. 

51. Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers from the Florida Indian Wars (1835-1858). National Archives 

M1086 - 63 Microfilm. 

52. Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers from the Spanish American War. National Archive M1087 - 13 

Microfilm. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/toc/statewide.htm
http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/toc/statewide.htm
http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/toc/statewide.htm
ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/statewide/census/1821west.txt
ftp://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/statewide/census/1823west.txt
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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53. Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Union Soldiers. National Archives M400 - 11 Microfilm. 

54. Florida Militia Muster Rolls, Seminole Indian Wars. 10 Vols. Indexed on the Internet at 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/toc/statewide.htm St. Augustine, FL: Florida Department of Military 

Affairs and the Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 

55. Fritot, Jessie Robinson. Pension Records of Soldiers of the Revolution Who Removed to Florida with Record of 

Service. Jacksonville, FL: Daughters of the American Revolution, 1946. 

56. Index of Volunteer Union Soldiers. National Archives M264 - 1 Microfilm. 

57. Index to Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During Indian Wars and Disturbances, 

1815-1858. National Archives M629 - 42 Microfilm. 

58. Index of Service Records of Confederate Soldiers. National Archives M225 - 9 Microfilm. 

59. Ponce de Leon Land and Florida War Record. 8th Edition. St. Augustine, FL: George M. Brown, 1902. (Lists 

men who died during the Florida War.) 

60. Soldiers of Florida in the Seminole Indian, Civil and Spanish-American Wars. Macclenny, FL: Richard J. Ferry, 

1983. 

61. Register of Deceased Veterans. St. Augustine, FL: Veterans' Graves Registration Project, Division of 

Professional and Service Projects, Work Projects Administration, 1940-41.  

62. White, Virgil D. Register of Florida CSA Pension Applications. Waynesboro, TN: National Historical 

Publishing Co., 1989. 

63. World War I Draft Registrations. National Archives M1509 - (Microfilm - 39 reels) 

Native American: 

64. Bowen, Jeff. Seminole of Florida: Indian Census 1930-1940, with Birth and Death Records 1930-1938. Signal 

Mountain, TN: Mountain Press, 1997. 

65. Lantz, Raymond C. Seminole Indians of Florida, 1850-1874. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1994. 

66. Lantz, Raymond C. Seminole Indians of Florida, 1875-1879. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1995. 

67. Walton-Raji, Angela Y. Black Indian Genealogy Research: African American Ancestors Among the Five 

Civilized Tribes. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1993. 

68. Wickman, Patricia R., Ph.D. So You Think There's a Seminole in Your Family Tree? Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

1997, 

Territorial Period 

69. Armed Occupation Act of 1842. (See #35) 

70. Archives of Spanish Government of West Florida, 1782-1816. National Archives T1116, seven Microfilm and 

Index to the Archives of Spanish West Florida 1782-1810. New Orleans, LA: Polyanthos, 1975.  

71. Bourguard, Shirley Chaisson. Marriage Dispensations in the Diocese of Louisiana and the Floridas: 1786-1803. 

New Orleans, LA: Polyanthos, 1980. 

72. Coldham, Peter Wilson. American Migrations 1765-1799. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2000. 

(East & West Florida, pp.796-805 & 818-822) 

73. The Delegates to the Saint Joseph Constitutional Convention 1838-1839. Tallahassee, Florida. Department of 

Natural Resources. Division of Recreation and Parks, 1980. 

74. Dwyer, Clifford S., Compiler. Index to Series I & II of American Loyalists Claims. (2 Vols.) Defuniak Springs, 

FL: Ram Publishing, 1985. 

75. Michaels, Brian E. Florida Voters In Their First Statewide Election, May 26, 1845. Tallahassee, FL: Florida 

State Genealogical Society, 1987. 

76. Mills, Donna Rachal. Florida's First Families: Translated Abstracts of Pre-1821 Spanish Censuses. Tuscaloosa, 

AL: Mills Historical Press, 1992. 

77. Nile's Register 1811-1849 (Microfilm) - Indexed on CD-ROM 

78. Records of Special Agents for Securing the Florida Archives 1799-1836. National Archives 6 Microfilm. 

79. Siebert, Wilbur Henry. Loyalists in East Florida 1774-1785. Deland, FL: Florida State Historical Society, 1929. 

80. Wolfe, William A. and Janet B., Compiler. Names and Abstracts from the Acts of the Legislative Council of the 

Territory of Florida 1822-1845. Rev. Ed.. Decorah, IA: Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc., 1991. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/toc/statewide.htm


 

Revised – Nov 2008 Page 44 

Vital Records: 

81. Florida Courthouse Records for all counties are available at the Florida State Archives and through the LDS 

church. Check the LDS Library Catalog. 

82. Microfiche indexes to Marriage 1927+, Death 1877+ and Divorce 1927+ at the Jacksonville Vital Records 

Office. Check the FSGS web site for the locations of libraries that own the index. 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs/flavital.htm 

 

Internet Sites: 

Cemeteries of Florida - http://www.rootsweb.com/~cemetery/florida/florida.htm 

Florida Heritage Collection – http://susdl.fcla.edu/fh/ 

Florida Cracker Country – http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~fcc/home.htm 

Florida GenWeb - http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgenweb/index.html 

Florida GenWeb Archives - http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/fl/flfiles.htm 

Florida Historical Society - http://www.florida-historical-soc.org/  

Florida State Archives - http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/barm/fsa.html 

Land Records for Western Florida - http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Bluffs/3010/index.htm 

Florida Memory Project - http://fpc.dos.state.fl.us/memory/ 

Florida Migrations Project - http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgenweb/projects/flmig.html 

Florida Libraries - http://librarydata.dos.state.fl.us/intro.htm 
 

Don't forget to use some of the following excellent resources such as: 

 City Directories 

 Manuscript collections at local, state and national libraries, archives and universities. 

 Newspapers 

 County & Local Histories 

 Periodicals - local, state and national 
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COUNTY FORMATION DATES 
If you are applying for a County certificate, you will need to prove the residency of the Pioneer Ancestor prior to the date the 

county was formed.  Please check the dates below.  The date used on the application will be the date the county was formed. 

Florida Statehood – 3 March 1845 
 

 

County Formation Parent County  County Formation Parent County 
 

Alachua 29 Dec 1824 Duval, St Johns 

Baker 8 Feb 1861 New River 

Bay 24 Apr 1913 Calhoun, Washington 

Benton 
6 Mar 1844 - 

24 Dec 1855 

Now and formerly 

Hernando 

Bradford 21 Dec 1858 Columbia 

Brevard 14 Mar 1844 
Mosquito  (known as St 

Lucie until 6 Dec 1861) 

Broward 30 Apr 1915 Dade, Palm Beach 

Calhoun 26 Jan 1838 Franklin 

Charlotte 23 Apr 1921 DeSoto 

Citrus 2 Jun 1887 Hernando 

Clay 31 Dec 1858 Duval 

Collier 8 May 1923 Lee 

Columbia 4 Feb 1832 Alachua 

Dade 4 Feb 1836 
Renamed Miami-Dade 

13 Nov 1997 

DeSoto 19 May 1887 Manatee 

Dixie 25 Apr 1921 Lafayette 

Duval 12 Aug 1822 St Johns 

Escambia 21 Jul 1821 original county 

Fayette 
9 Feb 1832 -  

1 Feb 1834 

Jackson 

(re-annexed by Jackson) 

Flagler 28 Apr 1917 St Johns, Volusia 

Franklin 8 Feb 1832 Jackson 

Gadsden 24 Jun 1823 Jackson 

Gilchrist 4 Dec 1925 Alachua 

Glades 23 Apr 1921 DeSoto 

Gulf 6 Jun 1925 Calhoun 

Hamilton 26 Dec 1827 Jefferson 

Hardee 23 Apr 1921 DeSoto 

Hendry 11 May 1923 Lee 

Hernando 24 Feb 1843 Alachua 

Highlands 23 Apr 1921 DeSoto 

Hillsborough 25 Jan 1834 Alachua, Monroe 

Holmes 8 Jan 1848 Jackson, Walton 

Indian River 30 May 1925 St Lucie 

Jackson 12 Aug 1822 Escambia 

Jefferson 20 Jan 1827 Leon 

Lafayette 23 Dec 1856 Madison 

 

Lake 27 May 1887 Orange, Sumter 

Lee 13 May 1887 Monroe 

Leon 29 Dec 1824 Gadsden 

Levy 10 Mar 1845 Alachua, Marion 

Liberty 15 Dec 1855 Franklin, Gadsden 

Madison 26 Dec 1827 Jefferson 

Manatee 9 Jan 1855 Hillsborough 

Marion 14 Mar 1844 Alachua, Mosquito 

Martin 30 May 1925 Palm Beach, St Lucie 

Miami-Dade 4 Feb 1836 Monroe 

Monroe 3 Jul 1823 St Johns 

Mosquito 29 Dec 1824 
Renamed Orange 

30 Jan 1845 

Nassau 29 Dec 1824 Duval 

New River 21 Dec 1858 
Renamed Bradford 

6 Dec 1861 

Okaloosa 13 Jun 1915 Santa Rosa, Walton 

Okeechobee 8 May 1917 
Osceola, Palm Beach, St 

Lucie 

Orange 29 Dec 1824 St Johns 

Osceola 12 May 1887 Brevard, Orange 

Palm Beach 30 Apr 1909 Dade 

Pasco 2 Jun 1887 Hernando 

Pinellas 23 May 1911 Hillsborough 

Polk 8 Feb 1861 Brevard, Hillsborough 

Putnam 13 Jan 1849 
Alachua, Marion, 
Orange, St Johns 

St Johns 21 Jul 1821 original county 

St Lucie 24 May 1905 Brevard 

Santa Rosa 18 Feb 1842 Escambia 

Sarasota 14 May 1921 Manatee 

Seminole 25 Apr 1913 Orange 

Sumter 8 Jan 1853 Marion 

Suwannee 21 Dec 1858 Columbia 

Taylor 23 Dec 1856 Madison 

Union 20 May 1921 Bradford 

Volusia 29 Dec 1854 Orange 

Wakulla 11 Mar 1843 Leon 

Walton 29 Dec 1824 Escambia, Jackson 

Washington 9 Dec 1825 Jackson, Walton 
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