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THE RABUN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
offi RABUN COUNTY PLACE NAMES |
e Like many locations in Georgia, many of Rabun  mean “terrible”. One expert of the Cherokee
Presidest County’s place names are derived from Indian language says it cannot really be translated.
George Prater names. In Rabun County that would be the There was an Indian village near the great
Vi . Cherokees; further south in Georgia, the names  falls and gorge in the late 1600s called
2 w:;u » would derive from the Creeks. In most Indian “Taluly™. By 1725 there was another village in
place names, we know the English spelling of the same area called “Turura®, a variation of
Secretary how the Chero- “Talulu™.
Carol Law Turmer kees pro- Some Indan
nounced the names are Angli-
Treasurer word, but no cized; Warwoman
Mary Elcabeth Law actual ransla- is one example.
tion of what the The most important
word means. route out of Divid-
Board Members For example, ings ran along War
Linde Barden both Chattoogs woman Creek to
and Chechero the east, forded the
Dale Fietcher were the names Chattooga River,
of villages. Chat- and forked in South
Eleamor Short looga was de- Carolina to tralls
rived from the that then led to
town which Virginia and
once stood on - = Charleston. The
INSIDE THIS the South Caro- “Kerbytown creek name (and
TN SUES lina side of the river, near the mouth of War- later the community's name also) came from
woman Creek. It was abandoned, probably in an honored title among the Cherokee. It was
Literary Trad 1760, because it lay on the route of two British  their custom to take a woman along on war
Army expeditions. When explorer John Bartram  parties, primarily to cook and scw, but when
passed by in 17786, he noted town ruins inthe  one proved her mettle on several expeditions,
Youn Histeries BARK area. she was given the designation, War Woman.,
The area where Clayton is now located was once  We don't know which specific woman was
P Photogephs an important intersection of major Indian urails  referred to because the Warwoman Creek has
known as Dividings. One route that branched to  held that name for far more (han 200 years.
the southeasl, along what is now Highway 76
Mombershig East, passed an Indian village mapped by Henry  Timpson Creek’s name does not seem to have
Mouzon in 1777 and called *Chichirohe™. That  an Indian connection at first glance. But itis,
derivation is easy o see in the community we in fact, named for a Cherokee, John Timson,
Museum Scenes call Chechero.
The word “Talluiah™ has often been said to Continued on page 2, Place Names
Take Note

THE VINTAGE RABUN CHALLENGE I

A famous resident of Clayton, Ga. wrote a book that was so controversial that it was vanned in

Boston, Who was the author and the book?

The answer (o is on page 4,
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Rabun Coun

ty
Participating

Historlcal
in Southern

Society Museum
Literary Trail

In March, 2009 there will b¢ @ month
long celebraton honoring some of the
South's greatest suthors. Southern
towns, communities and landmarks will
be linked by & “trail” of eightean loca-
tions across Georgla, Alabama. and
Mssissipp

Litlian E. Smith, the suthor of the book,
Strange Fruwt, 1s among those being
honored, Lillkan and her famiy moved
to Clayton in 1915. In 1920, her ta
ther, C. W, Smith and hs son Frank
started the Laurel Falls Camp for Girls
In 1925, Ms, Smith left her career in
music and took over as director of the

Place Names, continued from page 1

who wass the first convert made by Bap-
st missionanies In 1823,

Other Indian names abound In Rabun
County. Stekon Creok was first called
"Sticooa” by the Charokees, and Hia-
wassee Street is named for the great
trail known as “Hiwnssee™ that con-
nected the Charokee settiements
around Franklin, North Carolina to
those of the valleys further south and
west Even Savannah Street, which
many dalieve 10 be named for Savan-
nah Bleckiey, may actually be of Chero
kee derivation because it i the English
oguivalent of “Hiwassea”, meaning
grassy vallay,

Whan the Cherokee were removed and
Rabun County was created in 1819, the
white scttiers started thesr own naming.
Rabun comes from Governor Willlam
Rabun, who dind in office shortly before
our county came {o be. Clayton, orig-
nally Caytonwille, was named for Supe-
riar Court Judge and Congressman,
Augustus Clayton, of Clarke County,
Dillard was, of course, named for the
Diliard family, among the first white
settiers in that locale, Mountain City

camp wnen the health of her parents de
clined

While managing the camp, Lillian began
wWriting and stanied o literary magnzine,

In 1944 she published Strange Frult. This
caused much notorioty as it was a story
of & love affair betwoen a white bay and a
black girl, She was the first white woman
in the South to write and spaak openly
AFMNSt rAcISM and segregation

In 1949 Utean closed the camp and con-
cantrated her time 1o writing, She wrote
Six more books, 88 wedl as artcles and
speeches that expressed her views on
racism.

“Pass Over”

was orginally called "Pass Over™ by set-
tlers because It was parn of the great valiey
pass through the Blue Rudge. By 1915, 1t
was known as Mountain City. According to
Mrs. Delln Watts' recollections, Tiger was
onoe called “Kerbytown”®, aftor a prominent
resigent who ran a general store thera,
The derivation of the name, “Tiger®, cannot
e confirmad. Some say It is named for a
Cherolkee chiel named “Tiger Tail™, Other
oral nistory says the panther’s cry from the
mountaing reminded carly settfers of Eng-
ish origin of the earie ory of the tiger of
Ing¥a.

Some of the informaton in this anicle was
taken from the Placenames of Georgia by
jonn H. Goff

Anticie submitted by Carol Law Turner

Uillian Smith was buried on the grounds
of the Laurel Falis Camp for Girls In
September, 1966 after a battle with
cancer.

On March 14th, as part of the Literary
Traits Events, there will tours of the
Lillian E. Smith Center, home site, and
grave. The historical society will be
open that day as well for visitors Lo view
a special exhibit about Lilan Smith,

Go 10 www.southernéiterary trail org for
more information on events

Author, Lillian E. Smith

New Exhibit

On Town Histories
To learn more about the history of the
towns in Rabun County, come and see
the Rabun County Historical Soclety's
current exhibit featuring the towns of
Clayton, Dillard, Lakemont, Mountain
City. Tasluiah Fatls, and Tiger

Check Out Historic
Photographs in the Courthouse

The county commissioners and
the histodical society worked
jointly on creating an historc
dispiay in the new courthouse
entrance.

Ptaced on the walls of the new
outer lobby are oversized repro-
ductions of early photographs of
towns in Rabun County
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MEMBERSHIP
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Our annual and Iife members support us with their financial contributions, which provides for most of our operating expenses.
The participation of our members In voluntesring their ime during our open hours and working on special projects is essential
10 our success. Without the continued support of our membership, we would not be able to do our work. We heartily welcome
the following new |ife members:

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Glenda Benficld Lawton Wofford Celeste York Mary M. Pooler

The cost to become a lifetime member is $100. Consider upgrading your membership.

MUSEUM SCENES

Jane Bingham at Camp Dixie
Exhibit

Pictures at the Courthouse

New Exhibit on Rabun County Towns /




