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XML And Its Uses
by Jim Costin

Web sites are cre-
ated using HTML
(hypertext markup lan-
guage).  XML is a newer
version of this format-
ting tool.  Come and see
how it works and why
you should care.

Many family researchers have old movies, slides and
pictures which are a visual record of your family and an-
cestors.  Ed discusses moving 8mm movies as well as pic-
tures, letters, mementos and keepsakes onto the new me-
dia of DVD .

February 15, 2003
Make A Movie by

Putting Your Family
On CD

Presented by Ed Rosenthal

March 15, 2003

Software On Parade
Presented by
Everett Butler

Elder King

Learn how Ancestral
Quest (AQ) and Per-
sonal Ancestral File
(PAF) handle the tasks
of recording family his-
tory.

Anne Jacobs describes . . .

Surfing The Net Using
AOL
Page 8

CAGG-NI Member’s
Program Featured at

International Conference
Mike Karsen’s talk “Write Your
Family History NOW!” has been
accepted for the International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy
this July in Washington, D.C.
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Web Sites Utilizing
Frames Can Be A

Challenge
Page 9

In The Electronic
Section

Purchasing A Digital
Camcorder

by
Beverly Levine Smallwood
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Understanding, Choosing and Purchasing a Digital Camcorder
by Beverly Levine Smallwood

I have been researching digital
camcorders for a while now and thought
I’d share some web sites with you.
These sites will help you understand
how a camcorder works and what the
various features are, so you can weigh
their importance to your intended use.
Some features are very important and
others less so.  Some features can greatly
increase the cost of the unit.

Camcorder Controls Defined http:/
/www.chaminade.org/MIS/Tutori-
als/CamcorderControls.htm is a
list of the various features a camcorder
might have with a description of its pur-
pose.  Print this page out and use it as a
glossary.

How Buying a Camcorder Works
by Tom Harris http://
w w w. h o w s t u f f w o r k s . c o m /
camcorder.htm awkwardly titled, but
excellently presented, information about
camcorders.  It traces the development
of the camcorder from the beginning to
the present, and describes how it works.
Along the way you’ll learn about the
relative importance of various features.
Included is a features chart with descrip-
tions of the feature along with comments
on its utility.  For instance, image stabi-
lization comes in three flavors:  elec-
tronic, digital and optical.  Which is
better?  Which costs more?  What are
the tradeoffs?  There is also a feature
comparison chart in pdf format that you
can download.  Think of it as a shop-
ping checklist to work through.

By now you should be vaguely fa-
miliar with the terminology and have
formed some ideas about what features
you want.  From the How Stuff Works
site above, click on "Shop or Compare
Prices" and you’ll go to http://
www.dealtime.com with camcorders
displayed.  This site allows you to sift
through the offerings by selecting spe-
cific features, brands, and price ranges.
Use the pdf comparison chart to make
notes about the models you think you
might be interested in.

What’sTheBest.net has eleven tuto-

rials on features, formats and buying
tips.  Go to http://
w w w . w h a t s t h e b e s t -
camcorder.com/ and click on "Buy-
ing Guide".

Speaking of formats, do you know
the ins and outs of 8MM, Hi8, D8,
VHS, S-VHS, and mini DV?  Video
Tape Challenge: A Quality Comparison
of Video Formats http://
w w w . p i c t u r e b o x . c o m /
format.html/ seeks to answer the age
old question of which format is the best.

Circuit City has a nice set of pages
discussing basics and features, along
with a glossary.  Go to their main page
http://www.circuitcity.com/ then
look to the left side of the screen and
click on or hover over "TV Video &
Camcorders" then do the same to select
"Camcorders".  Once there, you will see
a "Learn About" section in the left hand
column.

The Active Sales Assistant at http:/
/www.activebuyersguide.com/
can help you narrow down the models
you might be interested in.  Click on
"Camcorders" under "Electronics" then
choose a search method.  All three meth-
ods really work at making you define
what features are important to you and
how much you are willing to spend to
get them.  At the end, you’ll be presented
with a list of camcorders that fit your
selections.  From there you can check
on two or three or four at a time and get
side by side comparisons.

Still hungry for information?  Try

the Camcorder Buyers Guide at http:/
/www.unbeatable.com/products/
camcorders/CAMCOInfo.htm or c/
net Electronics http://
electronics.cnet.com/ where you’ll
find reviews and a buying guide.  I also
like their shopping pages http://
shopper.cnet.com/ where you can
read reviews, features lists, and user
comments.  Clicking on "Where to Buy"
or "Check Latest Prices" will bring up
a list of e-tailers with prices, shipping
charges, phone numbers, web sites and
the like.  You can even sort it by price
or merchant name.

You’ve spent a lot of time deciding
what you want to buy, but where should
you get it?  I tend to fret about ordering
from someone I’ve never heard of be-
fore.  Where can you learn more about
the merchant?  Try out the "Store Rat-
ing Guide" at http://
www.bizrate.com/.  This is feedback
from consumers about their buying ex-
periences.  I found that some of the e-
tailers quoting the lowest prices had a
lot of complaints against them includ-
ing bait and switch, sales people call-
ing and pushing them to add on expen-
sive accessories, bad or no customer
service, gray market items, opened mer-
chandise, lost shipments, and worse.  I
like to balance peace of mind against
price when choosing a merchant.
BizRate helped me select a merchant
that I could feel safe ordering from.

My camcorder arrived today.  Now
I need to learn how to use it!

http://www.chaminade.org/MIS/Tutorials/CamcorderControls.htm
http://www.chaminade.org/MIS/Tutorials/CamcorderControls.htm
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http://www.howstuffworks.com/camcorder.htm
http://www.howstuffworks.com/camcorder.htm
http://www.howstuffworks.com/camcorder.htm
http://www.dealtime.com
http://www.dealtime.com
http://www.whatsthebest-camcorder.com/
http://www.whatsthebest-camcorder.com/
http://www.whatsthebest-camcorder.com/
http://www.picturebox.com/format.html/
http://www.picturebox.com/format.html/
http://www.picturebox.com/format.html/
http://www.circuitcity.com/
http://www.activebuyersguide.com/
http://www.activebuyersguide.com/
http://www.unbeatable.com/products/camcorders/CAMCOInfo.htm
http://www.unbeatable.com/products/camcorders/CAMCOInfo.htm
http://www.unbeatable.com/products/camcorders/CAMCOInfo.htm
http://electronics.cnet.com/
http://electronics.cnet.com/
http://shopper.cnet.com/
http://shopper.cnet.com/
http://www.bizrate.com/
http://www.bizrate.com/
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Beverly Levine SmallwoodBeverly Levine SmallwoodBeverly Levine SmallwoodBeverly Levine SmallwoodBeverly Levine Smallwood

Hello all.
I’m really looking forward to Ed’s talk.  As many of

you know, I’ve been intending to convert all our old
(some 60 years old) home movies into digital format, so
I can’t wait.  Many of you may be unable to attend,
intending to attend Dr. Schweitzer’s lectures in Wilmette,
so we may have something similar later in the year.  I
guess that would depend upon how adept I get at it and
whether there is an interest.

I recently received an email from a former student,
Julie Pecho, about an Oprah Winfrey show.  I was able
to catch it on the late night re-run.  Thanks, Julie!

Oprah featured "Our Big American Family with Billy
Crystal and Dr. Maya Angelou" on January 30th.  It was
a funny and often touching look at what our family his-
tory can mean to us.  Both of the guests are featured in
a new exhibit at the Museum of Tolerance in Los Ange-
les called "Finding our Families; Finding Ourselves"
which will open February 10th.  They talked about how
they came to be interested in their family history and a
bit of family stories.  Actual research was performed by
professional genealogists.  Viewers were strongly en-
couraged to get in touch with their pasts, especially
through older family members.  No hard core genealogy
was discussed, but Oprah referred viewers to her web
site for tips on getting started.

The show page has photos and video linked http://
www.oprah.com/tows/pastshows/200301/
tows_past_20030130.jhtml?promocode=037
and includes a link at the bottom of the page to her "how-
to get started" page.  Be sure to click also on the link at
the top of the page to "After the Show" for a video of
some interesting stories that were broadcast on her "Af-
ter the Show" program on the Oxygen network.

Question.  Will Oprah be as big an influence as Alex
Haley in getting people interested in their roots?

See you soon,

Do you have copies of family documents in binders of vari-
ous shapes, sizes, and colors? I do. Despite the fact that the copies
themselves are in document protectors, the binders still get dusty.
And they’re a pretty motley looking collection as well.

To enhance the preservation (and the looks) of my collection,
I’m exploring putting them either in archival binders with slip-
covers, or in archival “clamshell” box type binders that completely
enclose the contents. I’ve found a number of websites where these
are advertised (see below).

http://www.helixphoto.com/Darkroom/Display-Storage/cen-
tury/century.html

http://www.lightimpressionsdirect.com/
http://store.yahoo.com/archivalusa/info.html

They’re not inexpensive ($20-50 per box or set), but some dealers
offer discounts when they’re bought in large quantities. I’ll bring
samples to the next couple of meetings. If anyone wants to order
some along with me, we should be able to shave several dollars
off the cost.

Larry Olson Larry Olson Larry Olson Larry Olson Larry Olson 

Archival Binders Available
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Some CAGG-NI History and Stats
Blowing Our Own Horn
By Anne Jacobs

Recently, I got an e-mail from a mem-
ber who received a query from the CAGG-
NI mailbox on one of their surnames listed
on our website.  She was very excited as she
had diligently been researching this surname
without making a connection.  This unso-
licited e-mail communicated how much she
appreciated having received this query and
the great connection which has really helped.
Without CAGG-NI’s website, she would not
have had an Internet presence.  At the end
of the e-mail, she said I could use the e-mail
as I wished.  This gave me the idea of using
it as the basis for a column.

For our newer members, CAGG-NI has
collected member’s surnames.  At first this
was going to be collected into a card file
similar to the file maintained by the Ohio
Genealogical Society.  As a matter of fact, it
was going to be submitted to this “master
file” to increase the possibility of making
connections.  This was in the days prior to
our website; as a matter of fact, it was in the
days of Northern Illinois PAF (Personal
Ancestral File) Users Group, which is the
organization which preceded CAGG-NI.

Once the website was contemplated,
designed and published, there was no better
place to make contacts than the Internet.  So
a surname page (or series of pages) were cre-
ated.  To protect membership’s identity and
eliminate the need to put member’s personal
name on the Internet, a membership num-
ber system was developed.  Each member-
ship has a unique Member ID.  Now a
member’s surnames could be put on the
Internet with some anonymity.  To prevent
exposure of individual e-mail addresses to
the harvesting and receipt of spam only
CAGG-NI’s e-mail address was used.

Now, for the horn blowing.  The website
has grown from a simple presence, (mainly
because any organization, whose name be-
gins with Computer-Assisted, has to have a
website or hide its head in shame) to a large,
informative, well-organized and profession-
ally presented site.  Gerry Czadowski, our
Webmaster, has moved the site from its in-
fancy to a mature full featured site.  A re-
cently-added search facility can pinpoint
pages which contain specific content.  Re-
cently, some new research-assisting features
have been added.  Bev Smallwood, our
President, has developed the “Day Trippers

Guide to Local Libraries” and her census
PDF forms.

Since the beginning of the website, we
have had over 10,000 unique visitors.  The
website has held over 1600 surname entries
which include surname migrations (i.e.
Jones moves from England to New York to
Illinois at different timeframes).  At least
112 queries have been received and for-
warded to 68 members.  Two members top
the list receiving 7 queries each.

Come join the fun.  Submit your sur-
names including locations and timeframes
for each location.  For the most part, que-
ries have been received for those surname
entries which are more detailed and there-
fore more likely to be a connection.  As this
process has been automated (after the ini-
tial data entry), there is no longer a limit on
surname entries.

Help make the site even more useful by
checking out your local library.  If the site
does not include details on the library, help
to improve it by adding your library and its
details.  There is a “How to Contribute” ex-
planation on the site.

In conclusion, you are a part of this ef-
fort.  You can take pride in what has been
already done but it could be better with your
help.

Surname pages
o Submit your research surnames, if you

have not already.
o If you have already submitted, update

what is there.  If you have not added loca-
tions and timeframes, do it now.  If you have
been lucky enough to extend your tree to
another location, submit it to the website.
You can click on your Member ID at the
right of your surname entry, enter your up-
dates and send the e-mail.  It will be added
to our records and also be included in the
next update to the surname pages.

Library pages
o Use these pages as an aid to your re-

search.
o Show it to others suggesting that it

might help them locate resources for their
research.  Word of mouth is the best form of
advertising and you may find these fellow
researchers as new members.

o Check your local library’s page.  If it
is not listed, tell us to add it by using the e-
mail link on the library pages giving your
library’s name, address and hours as a mini-

mum.  If it is listed, review what has been
already submitted suggesting any improve-
ments, corrections or additions.  If you know
of holdings which do not fit into a listed cat-
egory, suggest adding the category and list
the holdings.

o Check to see if your local community’s
historical society is listed.  Submit it for in-
clusion.

Site Improvement
o If you notice a problem with a link or

a page, let our Webmaster know by using
the Contact CAGG-NI link to send an e-
mail.

o Suggest sites which you feel should
be included on our links pages.  If another
site does something better than we, let us
know so we can evaluate it.

o Offer suggestions of new interesting/
helpful content.  Bev Smallwood requested
a Genealogy Groups page containing links
to these organization pages.  It has been
added so now you have one location to check
on your national or local societies.  Check it
out.

The site will only improve with feed-
back.

CAGG-NI Shopping
Days

Our requested shopping days are
as follows, unless changed by them:

Dominicks: March 24, 25, 26
July 21, 22, 23 November 25, 26, 27

Jewel: June 30, July 1, 2 Au-
gust 25, 26, 27 October 27, 28, 29

The slips are available from Jewel
about 3 weeks before the days at the
Roselle Road Jewel. The Dominicks
master form is mailed to Bev.
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Other Group Events Compiled by Beverly Levine Smallwood

17 FEB 2003 – 7 PM
GERARD CALLAHAN OF ICONNECTION

Computer Virus Protection
Zion Genealogical Society

http://nsn.nslsilus.org/wkkhome/zion/index.html

20 FEB 2003 – 7:30 PM
Forest View Educational Center

Russell Lewis - How to do Genealogical
Research at the Research Center of the

Chicago Historical Society
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists

http://www.mtprospect.org/nsgs/

22 FEB 2003 – 2 PM GLENVIEW PUBLIC LIBRARY

Susan Chadd - Searching for My Father
North Suburban Genealogical Society

http://www.wpld.alibrary.com/nsgs.htm

23 FEB 2003 – 2 PM NILES PUBLIC LIBRARY
GREGG M. SIMON, ATTORNEY - GLICK & SIMON

Genealogical Treasures in Probate Records
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www.jewishgen.org/jgsi/meetings.htm

26 FEB 2003
Naperville FHC

Deanna Spingola – Beginning Research
Register for this class by email:

deanna@spingola.com or call 505-0233

01 MAR 2003 - 10 AM
Schaumburg District Library

POINTers in Person
http://www.rootsweb.com/~itappcnc/

01 MAR 2003 – 1:30 PM
Newberry Library

WAYNE RETHFORD

Researching Your Scottish Heritage
Chicago Genealogical Society

http://www.chgogs.org/calendar.html

06 Mar 2003
CRAIG PFANNKUCHE

An Overview of Chicago Resources
Tinley Moraine Genealogists

Tinley Park High School, 6111 W 175th Street

08 MAR 2003 - 10 AM
MERCITA DEMONK

Jane Adams, the Angel of Halsted Street
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ssghs/sscal.htm

15 MAR 2003 - 10 AM - RICHMOND, IL
“What is IRAD and What Resources Do

They Hold For Our British Isles Research?”
KARL MOORE, SUPERVISOR OF INFORMATION SERVICES/IRAD,

ILLINOIS STATE ARCHIVES.
BIGWILL

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wiilbig/meet.htm

17 MAR 2003 – 7 PM
Underground Railroad (Tentative)

Zion Genealogical Society
http://nsn.nslsilus.org/wkkhome/zion/index.html

19 MAR 2003 - 7PM - WHEATON
ANN WELLS

England Research - Sources Everywhere
DuPage Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

20 MAR 2003 – 7:30 PM
Forest View Educational Center

Members Panel Discussions/Open Q&A
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists

http://www.mtprospect.org/nsgs/

20 MAR 2003 – 7 PM ELGIN
ALLEN & SHIRLEY KING

Getting Started:
The Very Basics of Beginning Research

http://www.elginarea.org/egs/page3.html

*** Workshops & Conferences ***

04-05 APR 2003- EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN

Gene-A-Rama
FEATURING PATRICIA LAW HATCHER

Wisconsin State Genealogical Society
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/

05 APR 2003 - CHESTERTON, INDIANA

Indiana Genealogical Society Conference
http://www.IndGenSoc.org/conference.html

Continued on page 6
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05 APR 2003 - 9:30-4:30PM

Early American Research
ERIC G. GRUNDSET

LIBRARY DIRECTOR OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION (DAR) LIBRARY IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
Admission to all four lectures, a detailed syllabus, and a

box lunch is $75; $65 for DAR members; $50 for members of
FOG. Inquire about our new FOG member workshop discount.
Reservations are required; call (312) 255-3510.

http://www.newberry.org/nl/genealogy/
L3gfriends.html

05 APR 2003 – ST. LOUIS

St. Louis Genealogical Society
33rd Annual Fair

FEATURING ELIZABETH SHOWN MILLS
http://stlgs.org/fair.shtml

12 APR 2003 - JOHNSTON, IOWA
JOHN PHILLIP COLLETTA

Iowa Genealogical Society Conference
http://www.iowagenealogy.org/

12 APR 2003 - INDIANAPOLIS

Indiana Chapter Palatines to America
Spring Workshop

FEATURING DAN HEINEMEIER
http://www.palam.org/events.htm

26 APR 2003 – MOLINE, ILLINOIS

2003 Annual Quad Cities Genealogical Con-
ference

FEATURES 4 TOPICS BY MARK LOWE, CG.
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/news/

2003GenConference.html

28-31 MAY 2003 - PITTSBURGH

National Genealogical Society Conference
http://www.eshow2000.com/ngs/

07-10 JUL 2003 - SPRINGFIELD

Genealogical Institute of
Mid America (GIMA)

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/announcement.html

12 JUL 2003 - WHITEWATER, WI
German Interest Group
Wisconsin - Conference

FEATURING MARION WOLFERT OF SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wigig/workshop.html

Other Group Events (Continued from pg 5)

DNA Testing
Those of you working on a one-name study

or other large project may be considering initi-
ating a DNA study.  Megan Smolenyak
Smolenyak discusses some considerations other
than cost in “DNA Testing: Why Markers Mat-
ter”, published originally in Ancestry Daily
News of January 30, 2003.  If you missed it,
you may read it online at <http://
www.ancestry.com/library/view/news/
articles/6806.asp>.

What?
Ever get lost in the high-tech acronyms?

Reading messages containing things like IMHO,
BTW, or LOL?  You’ll see these more often in
chat rooms and technical mail lists, but they
could crop up anywhere.  Here’s a site that gives
you the translations into simple English:  http:/
/www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/
textmessageabbreviations.asp

CAGG-NI Member Goes
International

Mike Karsen’s talk “Write Your Family
History NOW!” has been accepted for the In-
ternational Conference on Jewish Genealogy
this July in Washington, D.C. This one night
course is being taught at Prospect High School
on Wednesday, March 12th from 7 to 9 p.m.
The fee is $16 and you may call District 214 to
register for class 5542 at (847) 718-7700.  Mike
is also teaching this course for District 211 on
Monday, March 10th.  You may review their
catalog at http://www.d211.org/.  He’s on page
37. For more information you can contact mike
at MikeFamHistorian@aol.com.
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http://www.palam.org/events.htm
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/news/2003GenConference.html
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http://www.eshow2000.com/ngs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/announcement.html
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wigig/workshop.html
http://www.ancestry.com/library/view/news/articles/6806.asp
http://www.ancestry.com/library/view/news/articles/6806.asp
http://www.ancestry.com/library/view/news/articles/6806.asp
http://www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/textmessageabbreviations.asp
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January Meeting Notes
By Marilyn Alton

Using a Handheld PDA
for Genealogy

The January program was presented by
Everett L. Butler.  The program was a
PowerPoint slide presentation demonstrat-
ing his genealogy files on his PDA.  (PDA
stands for Personal Digital Assistant or Ap-
pliance).  He had all his data including
names, addresses, birth, marriage, death,
cemetery information and his list of research
to do.

Every PDA has 4 buttons which are
calendar, date book, telephone and todo
tasks.  Entry into your computer can be sync
(synchronized) with your PDA.  This is done
by putting the PDA into its cradle and plug-
ging this into your computer.  So you only
have to enter anything once.  Synchroniza-
tion can be either way, PDA to computer or
computer to PDA.

Everett mentioned many software tools
he has on this PDA.  Software packages cost
anywhere from $5.00 to $100.00 generally
speaking with many very useful applications
being in the $20.00 to $30.00 range.
Everett’s PDA also contains his personal and
business calendar with the dates, names,
places, directions, times and any other in-

formation he might need to get the job done
in his personal/business life.  Some of the
software he mentioned is SmartList ToGo,
Documents ToGo, Gen2Do, GenRes (Gene-
alogy Research).

Everett created a cemetery extraction
format using SmartList ToGo which can be
used to record data as you are visiting a cem-
etery.  If you purchase a PDA with an infra-
red facility and this software, Everett has
promised that he can beam this format to
your PDA so you can use it also.

While listening to his presentation, I
had two thoughts continually going thru my
mind.  The PDA’s size is so convenient to
take with you while doing research.  It fits
in your briefcase, coat or shirt pocket and a
purse.  A portable (laptop) computer is great
to take with you, but the size and price of
the PDA sounds better.  The PDA has all
the capabilities you need to accomplish your
tasks while doing your research.

Many of us have been interested in own-
ing a PDA but may not have been convinced
of the capacity for our genealogy.  The cost
now is reasonable being in the $200 + range.

Take your PDA to all your libraries, re-
search centers and cemeteries.  PDA’s are
becoming a common tool for genealogy re-
searchers.  What a wonderful time and task
management tool!  One question you will
want to answer prior to choosing your PDA

genealogy soft-
ware is whether
you want to be
able to update
the data on the
PDA.  Everett
decided that he
wanted the data
flow to only go TO his PDA and not back to
his laptop.

PDAs have now matured into a part of
a system instead of a device isolated from
your other electronic tools.  Capitalizing on
this new trend, Ancestral Quest®, a gene-
alogy program for desktops and laptops, has
added a Collaboration Database facility
which provides many people the ability to
join their research with others researching
the same lines.  The database is available
on-line with control of who can find and
view it controlled by the manager of the da-
tabase.  This genealogy information can be
moved from your larger computer, thru the
format of GEDCOM, onto your PDA.

Everett mentioned there are many dif-
ferent brands available.  If you are thinking
of purchasing one, be sure to check various
brands to find the right one for you.  Think
about what you will use it for and purchase
the one which answers your personal needs.

Thanks, Everett, for a great and very
informative program.
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Surfing The Net Using AOL
By Anne Jacobs

Many of our members use AOL
(AmericaOnline) as their Internet
Service Provider (ISP).  Due to a
recent tutoring experience, I was
able to learn something about AOL
and the Internet.  As a result of that
and many questions and comments
by AOL user/members over the
years, I realized that this might be a
useful article for members who use
AOL.  There are different versions
of AOL which are available and this
article does not address all versions.
As I am not an AOL user, there are
no screen captures accompanying
this article.  Some features in your
version of AOL may work differently
than stated here.  However, concep-
tually, it should be the same.

AOL’s method of accessing the
Internet outside the AOL world can
be less than obvious to some users.
AOL uses keywords to navigate
within its own site.

After getting to your AOL home
page, there is a rectangular white
space towards the top of the screen
into which you enter keywords.
Navigating the Internet occurs by
keying an URL (Universal Resource
Locator or web address) into the
same place.  On other versions, click-
ing on an icon/menu item on the
toolbar for the “Internet,” brings up
a search engine or a browser win-
dow where you can key in your
URL.  By entering an URL into this
area and clicking GO, AOL’s service
will take you to the requested site.
Maximizing this Internet screen will
fill the screen portion that AOL al-
locates minimizing the amount of
scrolling you need to do to see the
entire web page.

You may have problems access-

ing some Internet pages, just as you
would with any other browser.  Not
all web sites are created and tested
using different browsers.  Gerry
Czadowski, CAGG-NI’s
Webmaster, has kept this in mind for
our site and tested using different
browsers and different release ver-
sions of various browsers.  (I keep
an old version of Netscape (version
4.72) so I can test new pages using
this software.)

There are two things you may
do: change the appearance of the
AOL screen or use a different
browser.  One thing you can do is
reduce the amount of space the
toolbar takes up.  Go to “Prefer-
ences” which can be found under
“Settings”.  If you select “text only”
rather than “text and icons” for your
toolbar preferences, you can reduce
the toolbar space by as much as a
third.  This same change may also
be made to Internet Explorer and
Netscape screens.  This further maxi-
mizes the amount of screen space
available to display Internet pages.

Another method is to use a dif-
ferent browser.  You pay AOL for
access to the Internet; so you have
to sign on using it.  After connect-
ing, minimize the AOL screen as you
would with any other window, by
clicking on the box in the upper right
hand corner with the underline (_).
Next, click on the Internet Explorer
(IE) or Netscape icon on your desk-
top or select it from your
Start>>Programs list.  You have al-
ready established connection to the
Internet with AOL and it still exists
because you have not terminated the
program/connection.  By starting a
browser, you are simply starting a
different program to view web sites.
After the browser starts up, key any

URLs into the same type of white
rectangle at the top of the screen,
usually labeled Location or Address
and hit Enter.

You may find surfing the Internet
more enjoyable by eliminating AOL
from the Internet equation.  When
you bring up Internet Explorer or
Netscape, its home page will be
MSN or Netscape’s web site.  I have
a search engine as my home page.
You can change your home page by
selecting another site and setting the
browser to go to that as your home
page.   In Netscape, go to
Edit>>Preferences>>Navigator and
key in your desired home page in the
slot marked Home.  In Internet Ex-
plorer, setting your home page is
found in Tools>>Internet Options.
After completing this setup, that
page will come up when you start
the browser or when you click on
the Home icon.  To make CAGG-
NI your homepage, key in http://
www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni
into the supplied slot.  ;>)

Some comments I have heard
from ex-AOL users who have se-
lected another ISP for their Internet
connection and have been forced to
start using another browser are:
“There is a whole new world out
there that I never knew about” and
“I never saw so many sites”.  Try it.
You may agree.  If it works, you have
a new surfing method.  If you don’t
like it, you still have AOL.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni
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The impetus for the article on
Surfing the ‘Net using AOL, was
that an AOL User had difficulty ac-
cessing a site using frames,
FamilySearch.org.  Some elements
(Next and Back buttons) were not
displayed on her screen when view-
ing some lessons she wanted to take.
These buttons were the only way to
navigate through the lessons.  Her
solution was to use Internet Explorer
when accessing this site.  With the
setup of her AOL page, some of the
site was not displayed and no scroll
was displayed for that portion of the
site.  However, the default settings
of IE were different and displayed
more of the site.

You know you are on a site
which uses frames if the entire screen
does NOT move when you use the
scroll bar to page down the site.  Part
of the screen viewed remains un-
moved.  The left-hand side of these
pages do not move when using the
right-hand scroll bar.

If you see that you have prob-
lems with a site, you can try using
another browser to see if that solves
the problem.  In the particular case
mentioned above, testing the same
site on a different computer resulted
in the same result occurring using

AOL, Internet Explorer and
Netscape.  The browser settings,
screen resolution, etc. were differ-
ent than the original computer.
However, another solution is to try
to scroll the unmoving section of the
screen by dragging with the cursor
at the very top or bottom depress-
ing the right mouse button.  The
unmoving portion may scroll, even
though no scroll bar is presented.
This is a solution but not a very de-
sirable one as the movement is slow

Web Sites Utilizing Frames Can Be A Challenge

and difficult.  But it may work.
Another trick I have used when

viewing a framed page is to open up
the part of interest in a new window.
This is done by using the right mouse
button while positioned in the de-
sired frame.  Depressing it opens up
a menu which contains “Open frame
in a new window”.  Select this choice
and you will see only that frame.
Now you have two windows open.
When you close the window, you
will be back where you started.

By Anne Jacobs
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