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NARA's New Direction

Reprinted with permission from
author:

Rick Roche, Adult Services Librarian

Thomas Ford Memorial Library

800 Chestnut St.

Western Springs, IL 60558

(708) 246-0520

www.fordlibrary.org

blogaddr: ricklibrarian.blogspot.com

Recently ahandful of reference
librarians from the western suburbs of
Chicago took an eye-opening tour of
the National Archivesand Records
Administration’s Great L akes Region
Center in Chicago. The staff of the
center, including Martin Tuohy, Peter
Bunce, a couple of public service steff,
and three of the archivists, rolled out
the red carpet for us. They showed us
through the massivefacility, which
includes a 900,000 square foot store-
room for federal records. Theview
down the aiseswas amazing. After the
tour we sat down with the archivists for
aconversation.

Much has changed at the Chicago
facility sincewe had last visited the
facility. The N.A.R.A. hasanew
public research center, with anew
microfilm reading room and anew
room for public viewing of records.
Workerswere still painting door trim as
wetoured. There also seemed to bea
new emphasis on public service, asthe
staff has produced many finding aids
and the center is starting an experiment
with Saturday hours. The center will
be open to the public on the first
Saturday of each month. Call ahead
before sending anyoneto thefacility.
Needing an appointment has not
changed; the staff want to verify that
the archives has the needed records and
to suggest preparations before visitors
come.

We discussed at length the differ-
ences between librariesand archives.
Martin said that while libraries catalog
and organizetheir holdings by subject,
archivesorganizetheir itemsaccording
to source and date. All the records

2

from agovernment agency will be
together regionally and chronologically.
When aresearcher goesto a catal og of
the holdings of an archive, akeyword
search will not work well. The
searcher needsto understand the
hierarchy of the records system and
work from the general to the specific to
find records. Inthe archivetherecords
are kept by Record Group Numbers;
the archivists know them by heart, just
like librarians know our call numbers.

Martin listed the most common
uses of the records at the archives:

Family history

Maritime history

Community and family history of
NativeAmericans

Legal research for litigation

Scholarly study of American
history

The archives has much for the
family history researcher, including
censusrecords, land records, selective
service and military records, ship
passenger lists, immigration and
naturalization papers, and records from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Bank-
ruptcy records are a great source, too,
asthey tell much about ancestors
possessions.

Heurged al librariesto get the
third edition of the Guideto Geneal ogi-
cal Research inthe National Archives
of the United States. He said most of
our libraries had the first or second
editions, which are quite dated now.
The N.A.R.A. aso has a number of
other useful publicationsfor sale.

Martin showed us a display of
bookswhose authors did their research
at the National Archivesin Chicago.
All of them used federal court records,
amajor part of the archives collection.
Peter said that he hoped to sometimes
have an authors group meet regularly at
thearchives.

After being shown through the
archive permanent collection, inwhich
records are constantly being moved into
acid-free boxes, the archivists showed
us adisplay of historical items spread

across alargetable. Among the

papers, books, rubber dentures, photo-
graphs, and scary objects, was alegal
brief written in the hand of Abraham
Lincoln, which weall got to hold
(inside aplastic sleeve, of course). The
rubber dentures were itemsfrom a
patent case involving adentist named
Goodyear. Onebig volume had the
hand-written transcript of Aaron Burr’'s
trial (an Ohio case). The photographs
were from an early twentieth century
obscenity case. The scary objectswere
theremains of aMolotov cocktail and
hand weapons submitted in the Chicago
Seventrial. Alsoon thetablewere
petitionsfor naturalization for Bob
Hope and Enrico Fermi. Theseitems
suggest the many itemsof interest in
thecollection.

We finished the tour with avery
interesting conversation. Peter, Martin,
and the archiviststold us how public
use of the National Archivesacrossthe
country hasfalen drasticaly in the
past ten years. Most of the microfilm
readers sit empty much of the time now.
The staff is seeking waysto draw the
public back to the center and sought
our ideas. Two groups they particu-
larly want to recapture are family
history researchers and students. Peter
said that the archives staff would much
liketo work with high school history
teachersto draw studentsfor their
history projects. He mentioned the
hope that he would get an education
liaison for his staff to work with high
schoolsand colleges. We agreed that
thiswould be agood idea.

Librarians can help. Let your
genealogistsknow that there are readily
avail able appointments now at the
archives on amost any week day. Put
up posters. Get the most recent Guide
to Genealogical Researchinthe Na-
tional Archivesof the United Statesinto
your collections. Tell your high school
teachersthat the Archivesis eager to
with them. Call Peter Bunce, 773-948-
9009, and plan atour. Itisan amazing
place.



President's Letter

2006 CAGGNI Officers

President Open

Vice President Harve Mankopf

Treasurer Beverly Smallwood

Secretary Open

Publicist Frank McGovern

Promotion Dan Wertz

Membership Coordinator ~ Carolyn Meeker

Fund Raising Coordinator ~ Anne Jacobs

Web Master Open

Newsletter Editor Jim Cottrell

Newsletter Distribution Sandy Franklin

AV Tech Team Gerry Czadowski
Beverly Smallwood
Everett Butler

M eeting Coordinator Charlie Ori

Archivist Open

Lending Library Open

Refreshments Coordinator ~ Chris Herrman

The above isthe slate of officersfor 2006. Asyou can
seewe have some openings.

We will be discussing these open positionsin the No-
vember meeting. So think about what skillsyou possess that
could be utilized by CAGGNI and step up to the plate.

The December planning meeting isusually dedicated to
creating the schedule for next year. But, we already have a
full schedule of programsfor 2006. What | would liketo
propose for the December planning meeting isthat wetake a
look at the work done in support of CAGGNI and evaluate
its effectiveness. We should look at whether we want to
continue some of the tasks, which may have become out-
dated or redundant. Perhapsthere are some new things we
should be doing instead. Please try to attend the planning
meeting on December 3.

WMW

Your 2006 Dues are Due!

FamilySearch Website
Revamped

The FamilySearch website has been moved to new
computers and the site has been made over. If you have
problems getting though with www.FamilySearch.org, try
http://www.familysearch.net or
http://www.familysearch.com.

There are some problemsthey are still working on. For
instance, diacritics are not working in the IGI or the catalog.

President
VP/Program Director
Financial

Secretary
Membership
Promotion

Publicity

Ways & Means

Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Lending Librarian
Archivist

Refreshments

Carolyn Meeker
cmeeker8844@wowway.com

Harve Mankopf
waterlooboogaloo@yahoo.com

Beverly Levine Smallwood
caggni_bev@yahoo.com

Joe Feitler

j.feitler@ieee.org

Larry Olson
LOlson@mountprospect.com

Dan Wertz
Wertz.mail@comcast.net

Frank McGovern
mcgovern342003@yahoo.com

Anne Jacobs

Jim Cottrell
Jim@JCottrell.com

Gerry CzadowskKi
GerryCzadowski@Covad.net

Otto Knapp
OKnapp@Juno.com

Christine Clark
cclark60646@yahoo.com

Chris Herrmann
ucherm@yahoo.com



Mailto:cmeeker8844@wowway.com
mailto:waterlooboogaloo@yahoo.com
mailto:Caggni_Bev@yahoo.com
mailto:j.feitler@ieee.org
mailto:LOlson@mountprospect.com
mailto:Wertz.mail@comcast.net
mailto:mcgovern342003@yahoo.com
mailto:Jim@JCottrell.com
mailto:GerryCzadowski@Covad.net
mailto:OKnapp@Juno.com
mailto:cclark60646@yahoo.com
mailto:ucherm@yahoo.com
Mailto:cmeeker8844@wowway.com
http://www.familysearch.net
http://www.familysearch.com.

Swedish Research Online

by Beverly Levine Smallwood

Swedish parish registers are being
put online by Genline on asubscription
basis. They offer avariety of subscrip-
tion plans, both short and long term. If
you'd liketo giveit atry, the Arlington
Heights Memorial Library started a6
month trial subscription in October.
Other librarieswith subscriptions
include the Cook Memorial Library in
Libertyville, the Swedish American
Museum and North Park University
Archivesboth in Chicago, and the
Swenson Swedish Immigration Re-
search Center in Rock Island.*

Genline offersthe samerecords you
can view on microfilm through the
Family History Library. You cangoto
aspecific register or aspecific pagein
aregister, but there are no name
indexes. Swedish research has not
changed, just the accessto the records.

To learn more about how to use
those records, please consult:

Carl-Erik Johansson Cradled In
Sweden: A Practical Help to Geneal ogi-
cal Research In Swedish Records
(Everton, 1995) excellent research
guide.

Per Clemensson & Kjell
Andersson, Your Swedish Roots—a
step by step handbook, (Provo, UT:
Ancestry, 2004)

There are starting to be some
finding aidsto get you into the records.
One such resource is Emibas anew CD
containing emigration datataken from
the church records. It isavailablefor
purchase at www.genlineshop.com for
$96. A search for your immigrant
ancestor might yield: name, title/
occupation, gender, birth date, birth
parish, marital status, place of resi-
dence, date of emigration, and destina-
tion. The CD contains 1.1 million
emigrants from more than 2300 par-
ishes or approximately 75% of all
Swedeswho emigrated between 1845
and 1930.

[Figure 1] This screenshot shows:

Lindsten Hammarstrom, Johanna
fofi a

==

{dde) B

Piga (unmarried woman)

b. 2/8/1844 in Linderas,
Jonkopingslan (Smaland)

Emigrated 4/29/1870

From Linder&s Odegérd Lunden,
Linderas, Jonkdpings|an (Smaland)

To Nordamerika

Source: Household Examination
Roll, p. 231

Mewes | FAG | Contact Us | About Genline | Terms & Conditions | Svenska

= LR T ]
™ b

WA ¢ Akt specific geographic

order. Look at the
beginning of the
volumefor the order.
Thismakesit
very difficult to use.
Lucky for us, some
of the counties have been inventoried
with reference to the specific Genline
GID (image) number. Unfortunately,
these are onlinein the Swedish area of
Genline. Here’'show you can get them:
Log In, then click on* Svenska’ to
switch to the Swedish area. [Figure 2]
Now click on“Medlemsiddan” (mem-
ber pages). [Figure 3] Next, click on
Log In...

\._v.—-l'

amary: b s

. Fiqure 2
pets | Buy |

Genline FamilyFinder

Emibas migration file ID: Linderas
F 1870 015

Now, goto Genline, open available
records from Linderas, Jonkopingslan,
and locate the Household Examination
Rolls covering 4/29/1870. OpenAl:15
Husférhor 1868-1871 and go to page
231 to locate her last entry in the
Household Examination Roll. You now
have what you need to move back
through the registers. Next, open the
birth registers (C:5 Fodde, D6d 1843-
1861) and page through until you find
her birth listed in 1844.

The next problem is birth, mar-
riage, and death registerswere only
filmed/digitized up to 1860. From
1860 to 1920, these records are only
currently available on the county level
intheform of extracted entries submit-
ted to the Statistical Central Bureau
(SCB). The pages, one or more from
each parish for each type of record, are
filed by record typeand thenin a

Get Starbed | Swedish Church Records [T SR (T ST S

Register | Sign In

Special Offers

“Tadel av dinamedlemsformaner”
[Figure 4] and view thelist of available
indexes. [Figure 5]

Some of these are zipped pdf files
and others are spreadsheets. Now look
for the record type, year, and parish to
get the GID number to open. Thisway
you can go directly to the pagesyou
want to view. Not anameindex, but a
huge shortcut.

Other online hel pers can be found
under the “ Resources’ tab on the main
English page. [Figure 6] Hereyou'll
find pdf Extraction Forms and Dictio-
nary & Abbreviations.

Don't be afraid to start your
Swedish research — either with atrail
subscription or at anearby library with
a subscription.

* call North Park to set up an
appointment to use Genline; The
Swedish American Museum’sNordic
Family Research Center isopen

o )F\Eenline | Abonnemangsyillkor | English

Igure 3

l Genline FamilyFinder | Killor & tips

"
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Swedish Research Online

between noon and 3:30 p.m.

on Wednesdays. A volun-
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you. Inaddition to Genline,
the museum also has
Emibas CD, Passenger List
CD, and the 1890 Census

teer isavailable to assist
CD.
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Other Group Events compiled by Beverly Levine Smaliwood

17 Nov 2005 - ArLINGTON HEIGHTS
Anne Shaughnessy - Genealogical Research
at the Mt. Prospect Library
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists

http://www.mtprospect.org/nsgs/
17 Nov 2005 - ELeINn
B1iLL BLoHMm

The Web Guide to Your Family History
Elgin Genealogical Society
http://www.elginarea.org/egs/

19 Nov 2005 - RicHmonp, IL
Paul Milner - Effective Use of England's
National Archives

BIGWILL
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wiilbig/meet. htm

20 Nov 2005 - Skokie
Barry Finkel - Unusual Sources of Genea-
logical Information: Undiscovered Riches
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm
21 Nov 2005 - BeacH Park, IL

MAUREEN BrADY
Cook County Births, Marriages & Deaths
Zion Genealogical Society

http://wkkhome .northstarnet.org/zion/
zgsmeeting. html

27 Nov 2005 - CHicaeo 1-3 p.M.
Irish American Heritage Center
Genealogy Committee Meeting
http: irishamhc. com/programs. asp#histo

03 Dec 2005 - NewBeRRY LIBRARY
Sharing your Chicago Traditions -
A Holiday Celebration
Chicago Genealogical Society

http://chgogs.org/calendar. html
10 Dec 2005 - HazeL CresT

Jacke TORRANCE
Scottish Immigration Patterns
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ssghs/

05 Jan 2006 - Skokie
Judy Frazin - Beginner's Workshop

Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

10 Jan 2006 - MuUNDELEIN
Beverly Levine Smallwood

21st Century Census Tools
Lake County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcgs

11 JaN 2006 - WiNrFiELD, IL
Membership - How Do You Share
the Results of Your Research?
DuPage County Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

14 JaN 2006 - HazeL Crest
You Show Me Yours, I'll Show You Mine -

Annual Show 'n Tell
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ssghs/

19 JaN 2006 - ArLINGTON HEIGHTS
Genealogy Jeopardy

Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists
http: rospect.org/nsgs

21 JaN 2006 - RicHmonp, IL
Show ‘N’ Share Family History

BIGWILL
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wiilbig/meet. htm

22 JaN 2006 - CHicaso
Judy Frazin - Beginner's Workshop

Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm
26 JaN 2006 - CHicaco 6 P.M.

GArRY MokoToFF
What's New in Jewish Genealogy?
Newberry Library

http://www.newberry. org/genealogy/
genealogyevents  htmi#mokotoff

29 JaN 2006 - Skokie
Ask the Experts
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

Workshops & Conferences

09-13 JaN 2006 - SaLt Lake City
Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
FEATURING JAY VERKLER & JOHN PHILIP COLLETTA, PH.D.
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Other Group Events

04 Mar 2006 - ST. CHARLES
31st Annual Conference
DuPage County Genealogical Society

FEATURING JOHN KONVALINKA, EL1ZABETH KELLEY KERSTENS,
CrA16 PFANNKUCHE, & MIkE KARSEN

http://www.dcgs.org/

01 Arr 2006 - AusTIN, IN
Indiana Genealogical Society

Annual Conference
FEATURING DIANE VANSKIVER GAGEL, NAOMI SEXTON,
DoroTHy R1cE & KANDIE ADKINSON
http: indgensoc.org/conference. html

21-22 Arr 2006 - STEVENS PoinT, WI
Gene-A-Rama - John Konvalinka
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/

21-22 Arr 2006 - SPRINGFIELD, IL
Illinois State Archives Tour and
Death Certificate Assistance Program
Pre-register by April 15th
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/spwkshp/
06SPregistration. html

22 ArrR 2006 - Quap CITIES
32nd Annual Quad Cities

Genealogical Conference
JAames L. HANSON, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN
Wisconsin Historical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/news/
20066GenConference. html

07-10 JuN 2006 - CHicaso!
CAGGNI is among the Consortia hosting the

National Genealogical Society Conference
http: ngsgenealo 2006Chicago.c

Aus 30-Sep 2, 2006 - BosToN
Federation of Genealogical Societies and
New England Historic Genealogical Society

Conference
http: s.org/2006conf/FGS-2006 ht

Auc 15-18, 2007 - ForT WAYNE
Federation of Genealogical Societies and

Allen Counfy Publlc Library Conference
http: 2007conf/FG6S5-2007 . ht

Good Research Opportunity
at NARA

The following was submitted for the newsletter by Judy
and Weldon Johnson.

National Archives-Great Lakes Region
Announces New Research Hours Every Month on
First Saturday

History students, teachers, historians, local history
buffswho can't take off from work, and geneal ogists
throughout the Midwest have anew opportunity. The
National Archivesand RecordsAdministration - Great
Lakes Region, at 7358 South Pulaski Road in Chicago, will
begin offering public research hours on the first Saturday
of every month beginning Saturday, November 5, 2005.
Researcherswill be able to examine origina historical
documents of the United States Government and microfilm
copies of commonly used federal records, such asthe 1790-
1930 census schedules, from 8:00 AM through 4:15 PM on
thefirst Saturday of every month.

The National Archives, keeper of the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights, has
12 regional officesthat preserve and make availablefor
public viewing the historical documents created by the
Federal courtsand U.S. Government agencies. The Na-
tional Archivesand RecordsAdministration’s Great L akes
Region encompasses Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Ohio, and Wisconsin, and preserves historical records
from Federal courts and agenciesin those six statesfrom
1800 through the 1990s. Historical records are open for
public research use by persons age 14 and older. Students
younger than 14 may also visit to conduct historical
research with an adult accompanying them.

Public research hours on the first Saturday will be
offered at least until May 2006, based upon researcher
visitation on those first Saturdays during the next six
months.

Bring afriend or neighbor with you and visit us- a
national treasure within the local setting of Chicago! Our
building islocated one block west of Pulaski Road on 75th
Street, just north of Richard J. Daley City College.

For more information, call Peter W. Bunce, Director of
Archival Operations, at 773-948-9009, or contact him at
chicago.archives@nara.gov.

National Archivesand RecordsAdministration-Great Lakes
Region

7358 South Pulaski Road

Chicago, IL 60629-5898

(773) 948-9001

mailto:chicago.archives@nara.gov
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Links Around the World by Frank McGovern & Dan Wertz

Illinois State Library. About SLIC. The Statewide

Illinois Library Catalog, known as SLIC, is Illinois’
first all inclusive state wide union catalog that
investigates WorldCat and the Illinois Library Sys-
tems’ local consortial OPACs, to provide both shelf
status and interlibrary loan capabilities in a single
searchable interface:
http://findit.ilsos.net/OCLC

database by last name or by town (must be full town
name; Windsor does not find East Windsor). A
search for Windsor finds a table of information
sorted by last name, with name, chamber, town,
party, years served, and date of death. (for most
of the older records there is no data for the date
of death.)

Library Ireland is a completely FREE service,
offering access to an ever expanding collection of
out-of -print books and other Irish material, which
will prove useful to the reader and the researcher

alike.
http://www.libraryireland.com

Passenger lists and Emigrant ships from Norway
Heritage. All you want to know about a ship or a
ship company that brought emigrants from Norway

to the new world.

http://www.norwayheritage.com/ships

The London Burial Grounds.

Click on INTRODUC-
TION to this site.

An interesting source of infor-
mation.

ht doubleo.fsnet.co.uk/bgpagel . ht

Some message boards contain lots of annoying ad
banners and pop-up ads. Cousinconnect.com does
not allow any banners or pop-up ads. This gives you
a more pleasant browsing experience. Search,
submit and browse genealogy queries. Locate dis-
tant cousins, missing people and lost military bud-
dies.

http://www.cousinconnect.com

eTips subscribers can choose from a wide variety of
eTip topics in the following categories. Internet,
computing and general interest subjects. Subscribe
to their news letter and browse everyday computing.
A site for everyone.

http://etips. dummies.com/
optin.asp?sid=XWNVGQUHWF&id=28

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission
State Blog They call it an online news forum, but it
looks like a blog complete with RSS feed. It's new
so there's not a whole lot there yet. The new
resource is called The Open Record and it is avail-

able at:
http://www.tsl state.tx.us/theopenrecord

The Winona Newspaper Project — There's now a
searchable archive for three old newspapers of
Winona, Minnesota. The newspapers, available at

http://www.winona.edu/library/databases/
winonanewspaperproject. htm

include the Winona Argus, the Winona Daily Repub-
lican and the Winona Republican Herald. The
newspapers span 125,000 pages but it is hard to
tell from the overview page if the archive is actually
complete.

The papers may be browsed or searched. The
software for reviewing the archive prefers Internet
Explored but seems to work fine with Firefox.
Searched all publications for the word mining and
got over 3900 results. Results include date, num-
ber of words in the article, and the location of the
article in the paper.

Click on the headline and the article itself will pop
up in a new window. Despite warnings about the
paper quality, all articles were found and were easy
to read.

The Connecticut State Library has set up a data-
base of Connecticut General Assembly Members
from 1776 to present, it's available at

http://www.cslib.org/connga.asp

It also includes members of the 1902 and 1965
Constitutional Conventions. You may search the

We wish to thank Christine Clark and Anna Jacobs
for contributing links to, Links Around the World.
It is good to see that members are contributing.
We need more participation. Remember group
participation makes every group grow.
Send your links to dan.wertz@comcast.net or
mcgovern34@hotmail.com
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The Internet and Critical Thinking

by Beverly Levine Smallwood

| read an interesting, and disturb-
ing, article on Eastman’s Online
Genealogy Newsletter thisweek. It
seemsthat acompany is selling soft-
ware to create bogus familiesthat you
can then put up on your website. Why,
you ask, would someone beinterested
in posting fake family data? Well, the
purposeisto fool search enginesinto
listing your site, drive unsuspecting
traffic to the site, and, hopefully, some
of thevisitorswill click on the advertis-
ing you’ ve posted there.

Even moreilluminating werethe

W@ Yot ast, would someone be telerested

logical sequence and at logical ages?
Check the sourcesyourself. Do they
say what the compiler thinksthey say?
How many researchersarereally good
at reading the old handwriting? Are
you? How careful wasthe researcher?
Did they draw carefully reasoned
conclusionsor did they shoehorn
together stuff they downloaded from
other people? If you cannot answer
these questions, you should not be
adding them to your family.

In addition to the article reprint, |
am including the NGS Sandards For
Sound Genealogical Research to

[/&/ﬂdf[/% /d/é /W deala?

comments madeto the article. One of
the people responsiblefor this product
was defending hisproduct. He claims
to bean avid genealogist. The biggest
problem | can see with thisschemeis
that it is creating false data that, if it
seemsto fit your interests, might lead
you to waste time and money before
you redlizethat it iswholly fake.

You can read the full article and the
comments back and forth at http://
eogn.typepad.com/
eastmans_online_geneal ogy/2005/11/
generating_fake.html. Thetext of the
articleisreprinted below.

This should make clear to you that
you cannot just take compiled “ gene-
alogies’ and plug them into your
database. Use anything you find of a
secondary nature—indexes, genealo-
gies, gedcoms, etc. —asaclueonly.
Follow up with solid research to verify
the data and be sure it fits what you
know about your family before adding
them into your tree. I’ ve seen too many
people plug in stuff they found on the
IGI or Ancestral File or any of the user
submitted gedcom sites. You need to
critically examinethesefindings. Are
there sources? Arethe dates and places
credible? Did thingstake placeina

reinforce what you should be doing. If
you follow these standards, you won't
befooled by these fake pedigreesor
plain old mistakesfound in legitimate
pedigrees.

Thefollowing articleisfrom
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsl et-
ter and is copyright 2005 by Richard
W. Eastman. It isre-published here
with the permission of the author.
Information about the newsletter is
available at http://www.eogn.com.

Generating Fake Family Trees
Automatically

A new scam ison the Internet: a
piece of software that will create bogus
family treesto be uploaded to your web
site. Why would anyone want to do
that? The complete answer isabit
convoluted, but the short answer isto
boost your web site higher in the search
engineratings so that gullible people
will see the ads on your site. In fact, the
program’s advertising boasts that you
can “create unique, non-duplicate
content that millions of people search
for, AND that neither humans nor
search enginescantell is‘real’ or not.”

FakeFamily.com isvery open about

its purpose. After purchasing this
software for $75, you are advised to
create abogus geneal ogy site and put
affiliate adson it to defray the ex-
penses. Then you upload fantasy family
trees created by the FakeFamily.com
software. Asthe web site says:

Fake Family will generate content
that is 100% unique. The content
created is seen by people as being
REAL. Thereis no dispute about that.
And, SOWILL THE SEARCH
ENGINES.

The same web page also says:
Yeah, thisis an unusua take on
content. But you
need to THINK
unusual to beat
theengines. Let
this soak in and
you'll find that

we' re speaking thetruth.

On another page, the web site
states:

Fake Family createsgedcomfiles
that fit the standard gedcom format.
Thisisthefile format that alows
interfacing with any standard “gedcom
to html” program. The thing about a
family tree created with Fake Family is
that the data all fits. For example,
names are “era specific” - meaning, you
will get more*“Orville” and “ Bertha”
names in the 1880s than the 1980s.
Infant mortality, marriage rates,
migration datais also encoded (and
more).

You import the GEDCOM file
created by the FakeFamily software
into almost any geneal ogy program and
tell that program to create HTML files.
You then upload those HTML filesto
your web site that contains advertise-
ments. Google, Yahoo, and the other
search engineswill eventually discover
the site and decidethat it isunique
content. The site’s bogus content will
be added to the search engines.

If someonein the future searches
for “John Brown” and you have a
person on your fake geneal ogy web site

named John Brown, the search engine
9
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will point the gullible searcher to your
site, where he or she will seeyour ads.
You then hope that they will click on an
ad and buy something, and then you get
paid. Not abad scam: using fake data
to entice peopl e to buy something!

The owner of FakeFamily.com
obviously feelsno remorse and even
brags:

Whichismoreimportant: Verifying
that the “ mesothelioma’ information on
your scraped pageis“valid” or that
some person isreally your great great
grandpa? Comeon. I’ve NEVER seen
anyone (certainly not “black hat”) have
an issue with the validity of any other
content.

When | first read the information
on thisweb site, | thought it was
someone’sideaof apractical joke.
After re-reading several times, | have
changed my mind. There seemsto be no
humor and no punch line. Apparently
thisfast buck artist really wantsto
flood the I nternet with bogus geneal ogy
material, all for the purpose of making
easy money.

| tried to see who registered the
domain name of FakeFamily.com but
found it registered to Domains by
Proxy, Inc., acompany that specializes
in registering domain names by proxy
in order to hide the names and ad-
dresses of the true owner(s).

I normally take new programs and
web sitesfor a“test drive” and use
them myself before writing about them.
However, | am not going to do that this
time. I'll save my $75.00, the priceto
obtain the software that generates
bogus family trees. If you decide to
waste your money on this scheme,
please | et me know how you make out.

To get afeel for the purpose of this
FakeFamily.com site, read this page
first: http://fakefamily.com/reply.htm

Then read these pages:

http://www.fakefamily.com/
members/fake.php

http://www.fakefamily.com/
members/familytreefindex.htm
http://www.fakefamily.com/
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members/

So, let me ask a couple of ques-
tions:

1. Areyou willing to be known as
someone who places bogusinformation
ontheInternet?

2. Areyou willing to be known as
someonewho isgullible enough to pay
$75 for this software?

Serious geneal ogists have always
preached, “ Verify your sources!” If this
software getsloose on the Internet, the
need to verify every piece of informa-
tion will be moreimportant than ever.

Asalways, let the buyer - and the
genealogist - beware!

UPDATE: A few hours after
posting thisarticle on the daily newsl et-
ter web site, | was contacted by one of
the devel opers of FakeFamily.com. As
you might imagine, he was not happy
with my article. He disputes several of
my assumptions and is adamant that
this program is no scam. | suggested
that he post his explanation for all to
read. After an exchange of e-mails, he
has done so on hisown web site.

Thereisanew and rather detailed
explanation of the purpose of
fakefamily.com available now at http://
www.FakeFamily.com. | wouldinvite
you to read that information now before
making any assumptions about this
program.

He also pointed out that thereisa
larger reply written to someone else at:
http://www.fakefamily.com/reply2.htm.
| would invite you to read that page as
well.

Please read both of those pages and
then make up your own mind asto the
intent of this program.

Thank you.

Posted by Dick Eastman on
November 02, 2005

Standards For Sound

Genealogical Research
Recommended by the National

Genealogica Society

Remembering alwaysthat they are

engaged in aquest for truth, family
history researchers consistently—

Record the source for each
item of information they collect.

Test every hypothesisor theory
against credible evidence, and reject
those that are not supported by the
evidence.

Seek original records, or
reproduced images of them when there
isreasonable assurance they have not
been altered, asthe basisfor their
research conclusions.

Use compilations, communica-
tionsand published works, whether
paper or electronic, primarily for their
value asguidesto locating the original
records.

State something as afact only
whenit issupported by convincing
evidence, and identify the evidence
when communicating thefact to others.

Limit withwordslike* prob-
able” or “possible” any statement that
isbased on lessthan convincing
evidence, and state the reasons for
concluding that it is probable or
possible.

Avoid misleading other re-
searchersby either intentionally or
carelessly distributing or publishing
inaccurate information.

State carefully and honestly the
results of their own research, and
acknowledgeall use of other research-
ers work.

Recognizethe collegial nature
of genealogical research by making
their work availableto othersthrough
publication, or by placing copiesin
appropriate libraries or repositories,
and by welcoming critical comment.

Consider with open minds new
evidence or the comments of otherson
their work and the conclusionsthey
have reached.

© 1997 by National Genealogical
Society. Permission is granted to copy
or publish thismaterial provideditis
reproduced initsentirety, including this
notice.


http://fakefamily.com/reply.htm
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/fake.php
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/fake.php
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/familytree/index.htm
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/familytree/index.htm
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/
http://www.fakefamily.com/members/
http://www.FakeFamily.com.
http://www.FakeFamily.com.
http://www.fakefamily.com/reply2.htm.

	Contents
	NARA's New Direction 
	President's Letter 
	FamilySearch Website Revamped 
	Swedish Research Online 
	Other Group Events 
	Good Research Opportunity at NARA 
	Links Around the World 
	The Internet and Critical Thinking 


