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Meetings held at Schaumburg Township District Library
130 S. Roselle Road, Schaumburg, IL
Corner of Roselle and Schaumburg Roads
Third Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m.

Computer-Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern lllinois

March, 2006

Saturday
March 18, 2006

What's New
in 2006

Presented by Ed Rosenthal

Technology guru Ed Rosenthal will update us on the latest and
greatest gadgets. By using current technology (VHS to DVD con-
verters, Video Editing, Scanning, Film Scanners, DVD Burners), Ed
will be showing you how you can save over a thousand dollars during
this year.

Ed Rosenthal has served three terms as the President of CAGG-
NI and has been doing family research for over 20 years. He has
been a user of Family Tree Maker® (FTM) software for over 10
years.

Ed's profession is a Senior Program Manager and has held posi-
tions with Rockwell, Motorola and NEC. Ed has over twenty years
experience directing engineering, communications and software
projects. Previous, Ed has build several television stations and worked
on TV shows such as Phil Donahue, Dinah Shore, and Al McGuire with
Sports. He is a certified Project Management Professional (PMP)
with a Masters Degree in Project Management (MPM) from Keller.
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Organizing Browser

& Email

Presented by
Beverly Levine Smallwood

Genealogy: The Process

Presented by Carolyn Meeker

Where do you start?

?
Can't find that great What do you do next’

Page 9
\_ e y

website you found last week?
Overwhelmed by so many
emails that you can't keep
up? Did you know that there
are tools built right into your
browser and email programs
to control chaos?

A look at the traditional
process of genealogy up-
dated with today's tools,
flow charting the steps along
the way.

~



http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni
mailto: CAGG_NI@Yahoo.com
http://www.ancestry.com/dailynews
http://www.ancestry.com/dailynews

President's Letter

Internet Desktop

Thanksto all thosewho helpedin
setting up, serving, and cleaning up our
February meeting at the Schaumburg
Family History Center. Everett Butler,
VP/Programs, made all the arrange-
ments. ChrisHerrmann, Refresh-
ments, bought the food and hel ped
servethepizza. ChristineClark,
Treasurer, helped in serving. Frank
McGover n, Publicity, and Bev
Smallwood, Webmaster, helped in
cleaning up and schlepping. Charlie
Ori, Welcome, and Ginny Jenkins
helped in Registration. Larry Olson, as
always, wasthereto lend ahelping
hand.

CAGGNI had atable at the
DuPage Conference. Therewere more
CAGGNI volunteersthan the 8 sign-
ups at thetable. Kathy Kult graciously
attended to provide alaptop and
technical advice. Frank M cGovern
and Anne Jacobs staffed the table.
Byron Atkinson, Everett Butler, Bob
Craycroft, and others hel ped.

The National Genealogical Society
(NGS) Chicago Conferencewill be held
7-10June at the Hyatt Regency
OHARE, in Rosemont. After April 21,
the cost to non-NGS Memberswill be
$245 for the Conference. CAGGNI will
participatein co-hosting alocal event
on Wednesday Night, June 7th, from
6:30 until 10 PM. The cost for this
event will be $27. Jazz music, adessert
buffet, and a cash bar will provide the
atmospherefor networking with
speakers and participants. CAGGNI
will need volunteersfor our tablein the
exhibit hallway, and NGS will need
volunteersfor the Conference. Thereis
no charge to be at the CAGGNI Table.
Conference volunteersmay be comped
for their help. Let’s support thisrare
event!

Stephen Morsewill be speaking
both at NGS aswell as at the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Illinois. http://
www.jewishgen.org/jgsi/future.ntm
The Skokie event will be $10 for the
public. Thanksto CAGGNI member,
?nd local speaker, Mike Karsen for the

information. http://hometown.aol .com/
mikefamhistorian/

Please remember that our other
CAGGNI speakers—Bev Smallwood,
Larry Olson, and Anne Jacobs speak
at other geneal ogical societiesinthe
Chicago Area. Check Other Eventsin
the CAGGNI Newsdl etter and Website:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni --
which Bev Smallwood compiles.

Upcoming local eventsinclude:
March 25th, Tinley Moraine Confer-
ence: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iltmg
Dick Eastman at Newberry Library on
April 8th http://www.newberry.org

I1linoisArchives Open House and
Tour on April 21-22 http://
WWW.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs

Jeff Bockman, http://
www.jeffbockman.com , Chair of the
Chicago Geneal ogical Consorti um—of
which, CAGGNI isamember, has
suggested that alegacy of the NGS
Conference might be aregional network
of genealogical societiesinthe Chicago
Area. The network would improve
cooperation between the societies as
well as provide abasis for advocacy
beforelegidlative bodies concerning the
importance of geneal ogical accessto
Public Records.

CAGGNI reservesour Meeting
Room from 10 until 1 PM. Although
there are memberswho prefer to leave
before Noon, timeisstill availablefor
the program, discussion, and problem-
solving in the M eeting Room; aswell
asat Dominick’s, following the Meet-
ing. Please bring your laptops for
problem-solving. Don’t be afraid to
speak up at anytime! If you want to
volunteer for ashow-and-tell program
segment—pleaselet meknow! Any size
articlefor the Newsdl etter iswelcome:
jim@jimcottrell.com

S. Patrick’s Day Parade on March
11th—isthisThe Second Coming?

Happy Verna Equinox!

http://stardate.org/radio/
program.php?=detail & id=2005-03-20

Hare

by Deena Butta
Tips For Success in Searching
Ethnic Names Online

There are 2 important thingsto
remember about researching foreign
names on theinternet: diacritical marks
and gender.

These 2 factorsinfluence the
spelling of a surname, and can mean
the difference between successand
failurein an internet search.

Itisagood ideato monitor the
internet to seeif anything new involving
your surnames has appeared.

But | was getting bored with typing
in my favorite surname (pabisinski) and
seeing the same old 137 hits.

Oneday | realized that name used
to be spelled differently in the old
country.--it used to be spelled
Pabisinski....the "n" had adiacritical
mark over it.

Diacritical marks are placed over a
letter to indicate that it has adifferent
pronunciation, or to indicate that the
word has adifferent meaning than it
would otherwise. English usesdiacriti-
cal marks amost solely in words of
foreign origin, and they are often
omitted. Examplesof English words
using diacritical marks are: "facade"
(which usesacedilla), "resume" (two
accent marks), "naive" (umlaut) and
"pifiata’ (tilde).

Because our keyboards do not
include these marks, you need to spell
theword using aword-processing
program, such as Microsoft Word, and
then copy and pasteit into your search
bar.

Open the application...start typing
in the name....when you are about to
typethe letter that includesthe dia-
critic, click on the"insert" menu.
When it opens, click on "symbol ."
Scroll down until you seethe |etter you
need, click onit to highlight, click the
"insert" button, and then "close". You
will see now seetheletter with the
diacritic in the name you have been

Continued on page 3
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Internet De$k1'0p (Continued)

Support CAGG-NI

typing. Finishtypingthe
name, and then copy and
pasteit into your search

o Research the original @U @ E Q

foreign spellings of your
surnames, to seeif they
includediacritical marks. ﬁ | & W

When | searched thisway, | received 154 hits...and
some of them | had never seen before! They were from the
old country! | know they are my relatives, becausethisisa
very rare name.

If you are searching foreign tel ephone books online, use
thediacritical marks. It could mean the difference between
no results and ahuge success! A letter, and the same letter
with the diacritical mark, are 2 different letters! Not using
the diacritical mark amountsto misspelling the name.

Remember that surname endingsfor female ancestors
changeto indicate gender. For example, " pabisinski”
changesto "pabisinska,” and "zilaitis" changesto
"zilaitiene." When | searched for "pabisinska," | only got 8
hits....but they were al brand new! And they wereall
women!

Until | realize"the next big thing" about searching for
relativesonline, | will occupy myself with contacting all
these people whom | found using the diacritical marks.

Deena Hartray Butta
ReferenceLibrarian
Genealogy Specialist
Glenview Public Library
1930 Glenview Rd.
Glenview IL 60025
(847) 729 7500 x152
www.glenviewpl.org

Family History Classes

A seriesof five classeswill be presented by the
DuPage Co. Genealogical Society at the Bloomingdale
Public Library, 101 Fairfield Way, Bloomingdale, IL. The
"Back to Basics' group will address: In the Beginning on
March 20, For the Record will be the topic on April
3, April 10 will be A Sensational Source, All the News
That's Fit to Print will be April 17 and Full Circle will be
given onApril 24.

The classes are from 6:30 to 8:30 and are $10 for
individual nights or $40 for the group. For moreinforma-
tion please see the website http://www.dcgs.org.

SandraEck

Publicity Chairman, DCGS

By Shopping March 20-22
Please support CAGG-NI by
using your Jewel couponsthe week
after the March meeting. Jewel
Shop and Share coupons will be
available at the meeting aswell as
on our website. If you are unableto
attend the meeting, print coupons
from the link on our home page at
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni

Print a number of them and give
them to your family, friends and co-

Ta
eminder...

workers. However, you may not distribute them on Jewel’s
property without jeopardizing thisfundraising effort.
Thanksfor shopping during thistime.

President

Vice President
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Secretary

Membership Database
Promotion

Publicity

Fund Raising Coordinator

Newsletter Editor
Webmaster

Newsletter Circulation

Archivist

Refreshments

Harve Mankopf
waterlooboogaloo@yahoo.com

Everett Butler
butler.el@gmail.com
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cclark60646 @yahoo.com

Gerry Czadowski
GerryCzadowski@Covad.net

Ralph Beaudoin
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Dan Wertz
Wertz.mail@comcast.net

Frank McGovern
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Jim@JCottrell.com

Beverly Levine Smallwood
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Barbara Coughlin
sherlock2000@prodigy.net
Elaine Beaudoin
watson5855@aol.com

Chris Herrmann
ucherm@yahoo.com
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Genealogy Blog Round Up

by Beverly Levine Smallwood

Last month’s newsletter introduced the concept of blogs. Please ook
there for more details on the hows, whys and whats. Thismonth, I'm
going to list some blogs that | read and subscribe to viaRSS feed. Please

remember, you may simply visit their web site to read the blog. | subscribe

viaRSS so | don’t have to remember to check back for new articles.

Homedelivery, if you will.

A great new blog that isfocused on
the National Genesalogical Society
Conference this June. Our blogger,
Debbie Mieszala, isdoing agreat job
of highlighting speakers, topics, local
research opportunities, getting around,
and profiling the societies that make up
thelocal host consortia (that includes
CAGGNI). Web: http://
Nngs2006.blogspot.com/; RSS: http://

www.ez-nets.com/index.rdf. Tips
about computers and hardware, like
how to add a network attached storage
devicefrom an old computer.

- portable-computing: Theweb
site for users of Palm, PocketPC,
Windows Mobile, Symbian, Linux and
other handheld computers; blog: http://
portable-computing.com/; RSS: http://
www.portable-computing.com/

Nngs2006.blogspot.com/atom.xml.

My favorite blog is Dick Eastman’s
Online Geneal ogy Newsl etter http://
blog.eogn.com/
eastmans_online_genealogy/. He
coversthefull gamut of topicsfrom
gadgetsand softwareto genealogy
announcementsand online scams
warnings. | started out reading his
articleson Ancestry and subscribed to
hisemail newsletter. He hastwo
versions, the free version and for a
small subscription fee, added content. |
pay for the added content whichis
alwaysinteresting and detailed. |
learned about blogs and RSS feeds
from hisnewsdl etter.

He hasfour RSSfeeds. the
newsl etter http://blog.eogn.com/
eastmans_online_genealogy/index.rdf;
other news http://othernews.eogn.com/
index.rdf; genealogy announcements
http://announcements.eogn.com/
index.rdf; and all three combined http://
www.eogn.com/all-the-news/index.rdf.
Additionally, he has other blogs that are
not genealogy focused. Thereissome
cross-over between all hisblogs. You
might enjoy these computer/internet
related blogs:

- ez-nets: Easy homeand small
office networking information without
all thetechnical mumbo-jumbo!; blog:
http://www.ez-nets.com/; RSS: http://

index.rdf.

- ScamsOnline: Information you
need to avoid the many online miscre-
ants and rip-off artists; blog: http://
scamsonline.com/; RSS: http://
www.scamsonline.com/index.rdf. Stay
abreast of the newest cons and scams.
Avoid losing your money and possibly
your identity.

Geneal ogyBL OG isfeatured on our
home page. Their reporting tendsto
focus on web sites and book reviews,
some announcements, and odd human
interest stories with ageneal ogy slant.
The RSSfeed is no longer working, but
I’mlooking into that. http://
geneal ogybl og.com/

TheNewberry Library Genealogy
Newsincludes speaking announcements
featuring either Newberry people
speaking in the area or speakers coming
to the Newberry to do alecture. They
feature newsitemswith ageneal ogy
focusin the Chicago area and lists of
selected new arrivalsin thelocal and
family history department. Web: http://
www.newberry.org/geneal ogy/news/;
RSS: http://www.newberry.org/geneal -
ogy/news/rss.xml.

RSSGenea ogy.com haslinksto
other web content. It really works
better as aweb site than as a RSS feed.
Check them out at http://
www.rssgeneal ogy.com/. OntheNews

4

Don't Live to Geek;
Geek to Live.

& Articlestab you'll find 63 listings
including: Along those Lines, Ancestry
Daily News, Ancestry Quick Tips,
Ancestry New or Updated Databases,
Association of Professional Genealo-
gistsNews, BY U Family History &
Geneal ogy Newd etters, CNN Geneal -
ogy News, CousinConnect.com News,
and much, much more. Under Items
for Saleyou'll find 13 feedsincluding
genealogy books at Amazon, Ebay
newly listed geneal ogy items,
Overstock.com genealogy items, aswell
astraditional genealogy sites and stores
new product announcements. Geneal-
ogy Blogs, Chats and Message Boards
feature 26 feeds. I’ m clearly not
subscribed to everything yet! Finally,
the Software News areaincludes
announcements about new versionsand
newsd etters published by the vendors.

If you don’'t want to subscribeto a
bunch of blog feeds, avisit here once a
week or so will link you up with
everything.

Christopher Dunham hastwo blogs
of interest. Hisself description will
giveyou aflavor of what to expect:
“The descendant of asurprisingly large
number of ancestors. Turn-ons:
transcribing, cemetery-hopping, and
girlswith big GEDCOMs. Turn-offs:
stingy town clerks, open graves, and
girlswho don’t give sources. His
Geneal ogue featuresfunny story links
and much original fun stuff like: 10
reasonsto date agenealogist. If you
need achuckle, visit: http://
genesal ogue.bl ogspot.com/ or subscribe
to http://feeds.feedburner.com/
TheGenealogue. Hisother blog,
Genealogy Websites| Don’t Hate,
featuresreviews of web sites. He
describesthe site, content, search tips
and linksto the site. Think of it asa
page aday calendar, only instead of
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Blogs (Continued)

Feb Meeting Notes

improving your vocabulary, you're
learning about geneal ogy web sites.
Web: http://

geneal ogysites.blogspot.com/; RSS:
http://feeds.feedburner.com/

Geneal ogyWebsites| DontHate.

Several sitesare simply personal
web sites/blogs by peopleinterestedin
genealogy. They discusstheir adven-
turesin research and ask for help with
their brick walls. Visit Janet's Geneal -
ogy Blog “my story, discoveries, tips,
software, books, URLS, in my journey
tofill inmy family tree” at http://
tokerud.typepad.com/geneal ogy/.
Craig Manson’'s GeneaBlogie at http://
geneablogie.blogspot.com/ which he
describeshisblog mission as*“an
occasional journal chronicling the
author’sadventuresin geneal ogy and
the exploration of hisAmerican family
of families.”

Kenneth G. Aitken hasablog
focused on Geneal ogy Education: ideas
for family history teachers, speakers,
librarians and society programmers.
Web: http://
geneal ogyeducation.wordpress.com/;
RSS: http://
geneal ogyeducation.wordpress.com/
feed/.

I”’m subscribed to several other
computer techie blogsthat the more
geeky among you might enjoy. Here
aretwo:

- Lifehacker http://
www.lifehacker.com/ seethesitefor
feedlinks.

- SteveBass'sTips & Tweaks
(PCWorld column) http://
blogs.pcworl d.com/ti psandtweaks/
RSS: http://blogs.pcworld.com/
tipsandtweaks/index.rss

Lifehacker welcomesyou with
“Computers make us more productive.
Yeah, right. Lifehacker recommends
the downloads, web sites and shortcuts
that actually savetime. Don't liveto
geek; geek tolive.”

| can’t think of a better way to put

it.

Real Genealogical Research
on the Web
Presented by Jeffrey A. Bockman
February 18, 2006 M eeting Notes
By Gerard Czadowski

Our speaker, Jeffrey Bockman,
presented us with abrief survey of
various “real records’ and record
indexes which can be found on the web
aswell as some siteswhich are useful
research referencetools.

Included among the sites Jeffery
pointed out in his presentation were
sites containing actual images of
Family Bibles. Variouson-line sources
for vital records, cemetery records,
immigration records, military records
and land records were also shown.

Somegeneral referencesitesfor
note for the geneal ogist — such as
gazetteers, mapping, translationsand
library sites— were shown.

To help you with your internet
research Jeffrey has created aweb page

with an extensive compilation of useful
links which you can visit at: http://
users.anet.com/~jeffb/www.htm. This
pageincludeslinksto al the sites
which were shown at the meeting (and
many, many more).

Jeffrey provided thefollowing tips
to keep in mind while doing research on
theweb:

e Don't forget everything you have
ever learned about genealogy just
because you are using a computer

e Research still requires problem
solving
You can access some real records
You can access some indexes to
records

e You can determine how to get
records

e Always verify information found
on the web — check the sources
yourself and make your own
interpretations of the data

e Save copiesof what you find on
the web — the internet source may

disappear

IE;I_ Personal Ancestral File - [C-AMy PAF _pal]

File Edit Add “iew Search Tool: “Window Help
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One of our members asked if there
isaPAF Users Group in the Chicago
area. Asmany of you know, CAGG-NI
started as a PAF Users Group and
changed focus to a broader scope as
more and more members began to use
different software packages. You may
also know of CAGG-NI's The Master
Geneal ogist Users Group which meets
the second Saturday of the month.

Following thisquestion, some
discussion of the possibility of creating
anew CAGG-NI users group focusing
on PAF began. Thefirst stepinthis
process should be to gagethe interest in
such agroup. If you are a PAF user
and are interested in participating in a
PAF Users' Group, please send a
message to the CAGG-NI mailbox at

Pedigree | Individual |

cagg_hi @yahoo.com expressing your
interest. If you have thoughtson
meeting frequency, content, etc., please
includethisin your message.

Thisgroup will not form without
interest of our membership. The person
expressing adesirefor aPAF Users
Group iswilling head the formation of
the group. However, other commit-
ments prevent participation prior to
July-August. After mid summer,
organizing meetings can be scheduled
by thismember. If you areinterestedin
starting the group prior to this, indicate
that in your e-mail.

If thisideawould make your
membership in CAGG-NI morevalu-
able, let us know!
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Other Group Events compiled by Beverly Levine Smaliwood

16 Mar 2006 - ELcIN
Bos LAWRENCE
Life in the Past Lane: What life was like in
the Pre- and Post-Antebellum Periods
Elgin Genealogical Society

http://www.elginarea.org/egs/

23 Mar 2006 - DarIEN
Kathleen O'Leary - Using Filby
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group

http: indianprairie.lib.il
genealogy_group.htm

23 Mar 2006 - GENEva
COREY SHORT

Funeral Home Laws and Records

Kane County Genealogical Society
http: root ~ilke

26 Mar 2006 - CHicaco
Genealogy Committee Meeting
ConTacT: BrIAN DONOVAN
(P) 773-282-7035 (SATurRDAYS 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center

http: irishamhe.co 0 histo

26 Mar 2006 - Skokie
MvyrnA SteceL & WALTER REED
How to visit your ancestral homelands:
Lithuania, Belarus, and Germay

Jewish Genealoglcal Society of Illinois
http: i n i/index . ht

01 Arr 2006 - CHicaco
Meeting at National Archives and Records
Administration

Chicago Genealogical Society
http://chgo lendar. html

08 Arr 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group

TBA
CAGG-NI TMG Special Interest Group
http: root ~ilcaggni

08 Arr 2006 - HazeL CresT
DaN N1emiec
Effective Use of Email & Message Boards

South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society
http: 00t: om/~ssgh

11 Arr 2006 - MUNDELEIN
Dan Niemiec -
Who Stole My Paper???
Chicago Newspaper Research
Lake County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcgs

11 Arr 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
Paul Milner - How to Build a Personal Ge-
nealogical Reference Library

STDL Genealogy Group - Contact Tony Kierna at
847-923-3394

http://www.stdl.org/
12 Arr 2006 - WINFIELD

GRrACE DUMELLE
Finding Your Chicago Ancestors
DuPage County Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

15 Apr 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
Beverly Levine Smallwood
Organizing Browser & Email

CAGG-NI
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/

20 Arr 2006 - ELeIN

DanreL J. Kane
Your Ancestors' Siblings Can Tell You What
Your Ancestor 'Forgot' to Mention
Elgin Genealogical Society

http://www.elginarea.org/egs/

20 Arr 2006 - McHeNnrY
DegeIe & Jim McARDLE
MCIGS' Version of the Antiques Road Show
McHenry County Genealogical Society

http://www.mcigs.org/

20 Aprr 2006 - ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
Dan Niemiec - Italian Genealogy

Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists
http: rospect.org/nsgs

27 Aprr 2006 - DARIEN
Ancestry
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group
http://www.indianprairie.lib.il.us/
genealogy_group.htm
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Other Group Events

27 Arr 2006 - GENEVA

MotLLy Horer
"Who Gets Grandma's Yellow Plate?"
Transferring Non-Titled Property
Kane County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilkegs/

30 Arr 2006 - CHicaso
Genealogy Committee Meeting
CoNTACT: BrIAN DONOVAN
(P) 773-282-7035 (SATURDAYS 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center
http: irishamhc.com/programs.asp#histo

30 Arr 2006 - Skokie

Mike Karsen - How to Find Your Immigrant

Ancestor's Arrival Record Online
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

Special Events

25 MArR 2006 - TiNLEY PARrk
Conference featuring Loretto Szucs
Focus on Your Ancestors

cALL MARGARET KAPusTIAK 630-753-9807 FOR INFORMATION

Tinley Moraine Genealogists

http://www.tmgenealogists.org/

01 Arr 2006 - AusTIN, IN

Annual Conference
FEATURING DIANE VANSKIVER GAGEL, NAOMI SEXTON,
DoroTHy R1cE & KANDIE ADKINSON
Indiana Genealogical Society
http: indgensoc.org/conference html

08 Arr 2006 - CHicaco
Dick Eastman
Genealogy Research & Technology

cALL 312-255-3700 FOR REQUIRED RESERVATIONS
Newberry Library

http://www.newberry. org/genealogy/
genealogyevents. html

08 Arr 2006 - ST. Louis
Genealogy Fair
FEATURING RICHARD G. SAYRE & PAMELA Boyer PORTER

St. Louis Genealogical Society
http://stlgs.org/fair. ht

21-22 Arr 2006 - SpPRINGFIELD, IL
PRE-REGISTER BY APRIL 15TH
Illinois State Archives Tour and Death
Certificate Assistance Program

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/spwkshp/
06SPregistration. html

21-22 Arr 2006 - STEVENS PoinT, WI
Gene-A-Rama - John Konvalinka
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/

22 ArrR 2006 - Quab CITIES
32nd Annual
Quad Cities Genealogical Conference
James L. HANSON, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN
Wi1scoNsIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Quad Cities Genealogical Conference

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/news/
20066GenConference . html

29 Arr 2006 - CHicacO
Path to the Past:
Discovering Grandma's Secrets
Polish Genealogical Society

http://www.pgsa.org/meetings. htm

06 JuN 2006 - Skokie
Dr. Stephen Morse - One-Step Webpages:
A Potpourri of Genealogical Search Tools
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

07-10 JuN 2006 - CHicaco!
NGS Conference
CAGGNI is among the Consortia hosting

National Genealogical Society
htip: eshow2000.com/ngs/registration.c

15 JuL 2006 - WHiTEwATER, WI
Kory L. MeyerINK
3 R's of German Research:
Reading, 'Riting & Records

German Interest Group - Wisconsin

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wigig/index. html

01-04 Aus 2006 - BYU CoNrFereNcE CENTER
38th Annual Genealogy and
Family History Conference
BYU Conferences and Workshops

http://ce .byu.edu/cw/cwgeneal/
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Links Around the World

Frank McGovern, Columnist
Dan Wertz, Columnist

This month's Links "Around the World" offers links to
Canada, our neighbor north of the border. We hope
that these links will be informative and provide you

with the link that will advance your research.

British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency Website -
Here you will find information to help you order
certificates for vital events, such as birth, death,
marriage, will registry and legal name change.
http://www.vs.gov.bc.ca/index.html

Links to Genealogical and Historical Web Sites - This
page contains links to, Canadian web sites, miscella-
neous reference material, internet search engines,

sites with multiple links and news groups.

http://www.bcgs.ca/links.htm

Our Roots - Local histories on line brings Canadian
history to life! This unique, online record of local
histories reflects the breadth and depth of Canada's
heritage, and celebrates the diverse landscapes,
resources, and people who have contributed to its
national character. Looking for information on this
site is made easy when you search the site using key
words, dates, subjects or authors.

http://www.ourroots.ca/e/introl . .asp

Discover Canada Through Maps and Facts - This
online atlas offers a collection of maps and related
information. Select and view over nine hundred maps
dating as far back as 1906.

http://atlas.gc.ca/site/english/index. html

General inquiries to Veterans Affairs may be direct
through the Veterans Affairs web site or toll free
telephone number 1-866-522-2122
Their e-mail address: information@vac-acc.gc.ca

Ontario Cemetery Finding Aid [OCAF] - This data-
base is intended to be a "pointer" database only. It
consists of the surnames, given names, cemetery name
and location of more than two million internments in
Ontario and one county in the province of Quebec.
The file does not contain transcriptions of dates, but
it does tell the researcher which county, township and
cemetery contains a given surname.
http: islandnet.com/ocfa/about. html

Census of Canada 1901 - The 1901 Census offers a
rich source of information at the turn of the 20th

Century. Through this research tool you can access
digitized images of original census returns, which

. record age, nationality, religion, profession, income,

education, etc for every single resident of Canada on
31 March 1901.
http://www.archives.ca/02/020122_e.html

Who can help me find information about my family
tree?
Ontario Genealogical Society
Toronto, ON M4R 1B9
Telephone: 416-489-0734
Fax: 416-489-9803

The Office of Registrar General holds records for
the births that happened during the past ninety five
years, marriages that happened during the past eighty
years, and deaths that happened during the past
seventy years. To obtain records prior to that time,
contact:

The Archives of Ontario
Vital Statistics Reference Archivist
77 Greenville Street
Toronto, ON MbHS 1B3

Or call the Vital Statistics Hotline at 416-327-1593.
Visit their Web site at:

www . archives.gov.on.ca

Librarians helping Canadian genealogists climb family
trees. Take time to review this site.

http://canadianlibgenie.blogspot.com

Ontario Genealogical Society Provincial Index
(OGSPI) - A hypertext library established in 1997 as a
volunteer project to index an unlimited range of
genealogical information on Ontario families

http://www.ogs.on.ca/ogspi/welcome. htm

Basic Search Census of Canada 1911 - This site
covers all Provinces and Territories.
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/1911/
006003-100.01-¢ html

We are planning specific topics for each month and as always
if our members could assist us with their help it would
appreciated. You can forward your information to the

following, Dan Wertz
at dam.wertz@comcast.net or Frank McGovern at
mcgovern34@hotmail.com

Our Schedule for topics for 2006:

April Digital Photography

May Germany

June Maps

July Sweden, Norway, Denmark & Finland
August Military

Sept Russia & former SSR Republics
October  Libraries and other major source locations
November France

December  Spain, Portugal, South and Central America
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Bringing "Value” to Your Genealogical Society

by George G Morgan

Weliveinfinancially difficult
times. Many of us have, asaresult,
made significant changesin our discre-
tionary spending. We have deferred or
given up non-essential itemsand
statistics show that charitable contribu-
tionstop out early in the year. In short,
we have all had to become savvy
consumers and many of us choose to
spend our money on those activities
that provide real enjoyment and value
to us.

Genealogical society memberships
are still agreat value for your money. If
you belong to alocal society, each of
your membership meetingsisasocial
and educational opportunity with
friendswho share your “ geneal ogy
addiction.” They probably aso have
additional projectsthat allow you to
participate in indexing, publishing, and/
or preserving records. If you belong to
national genealogical societiesand
societiesin those areas where you are
researching your ancestors, you may be
unable to attend the meetings, but you
receivetheir newdetters, journalsor
magazines, and notices of new publica-
tions and news about records becoming
accessible or, unfortunately in some
cases, being closed to the public for so-
called “security reasons.” Theinforma-
tion allowsyou to learn and to take
appropriate action.

Unfortunately, as our incomesfail
to keep pace with inflation and costs,
many of us have had to make the
difficult choice of whether to continue
our membershipsin various geneal ogi-
cal societies. Many societies member-
shipshave declined, particularly those
that offer lesser value to their members.
Inmy own local society, of which | am
adirector, we have been discussing
how to add value for our existing
members and how to draw new mem-
bers. In"Along Those Lines. . ." this
week, | want to offer some suggestions
that your society may consider in order
to add more value and make member-
ship more attractive to existing and

potential members.
Educational Opportunities

A primary purpose of agenea ogi-
cal society isto provide information to
its members. This can take a number of
forms. Publication of newslettersand
periodicalsisavaluable way to reach
all the society members because each
member has asubscriptionincludedin
the value of hisor her dues.

In addition, your society should be
sending copies of each publication to
local libraries and other librariesin the
state with geneal ogical collectionsso as
to get the word out to other potential
members of what your society isdoing
and what it hasto offer. A copy of your
publications should be sent to the Allen
County Public Library in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, so that it will be preserved and
so that its contentswill beindexed in
thevenerable Periodical Source Index
(PERSI). You may also want to develop
rel ationshipswith other geneal ogical
societiesto exchange publicationsina
“trade-in-kind” arrangement. Their
publications become part of your
library too.

Presentation of amonthly program
isan important part of the society’s
educational function too. Perhaps not
everyonewill beinterested in research
in one particular area, but when solid
geneal ogical research methodologies
and tips are presented, everyone
benefitsfrom the perspective. And, if
you want to get the word out about
your monthly meetings, makefriends
with members of thelocal press (in-
cluding the smaller community newspa-
pers), with librariesin your area, and
with surrounding geneal ogy societies
and send aletter and/or e-mail at least
forty-five daysin advance so that they
can publicizeyour society’ s activities.
You are sure to draw interested parties
to visit and check out your society.

Your society may also wish to
substitute an annual conference or
workshop for one of its monthly
programs. If your society is small and
has a small budget, perhaps you can

have several short lectures by members,
invite genealogical vendorsto exhibit,
have the society sponsor aused book
saletable, and serve sandwich lunch
boxes prepared by alocal delicatessen
or grocery store. Charge enough to
cover your expenses and add acouple
of dollars moreto the price, and then
get started with publicity. Larger, more
established societies may want to
engage one or moreregionally- or
nationally-known speakersfor awhole
day of presentations, host more ven-
dors, sell books, and give away donated
door prizes.
Establish Special Interest
6roups

Do you know what your members
and visitorsreally want? Our local
society, the Florida Geneal ogical
Society, Inc., in Tampa, has devel oped
aquestionnaireto try to find out. We
put it on our website (click hereto
view) and we will be distributing paper
copies at our next several society
meetings. Wewill them compilethe
information to determineinterest levels
invarious areas. Here are some of the
ideaswewill consider based on the
responseswereceive.

Facilitate an informal
roundtabl e discussion prior to each
regular meeting to allow peopleto
discusstheir brick walls and successes,
share information about research
resources, suggest research methodol o-
giesto one another, and to discuss any
other issues of genealogical interest.

Establish Special Interest
Groups (SIGs) wherethereisasignifi-
cant interest level. That might include
research in England, Ireland,
Scandinavia, Germany, Italy, Eastern
Europe, religiousresearch, military
research, immigration and/or natural-
ization, or computer topics. As part of
our evaluation of topics, we plan to
work with the main library in Tampa
wherethe genealogical and local history
collection islocated. Thelibrary
schedules and conducts anumber of

public genealogy classes. Wherewe can
9
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refer our membersto existing classes,
we will do so. We will offer to collabo-
rate with the library to develop classes
our members and visitorstell usthey
want or need and either develop the
classestogether or individually. We also
will partner with the library to schedule
meeting room space and computer lab
facilitiesif possible. Please note that
SIGsdo not have to meet in conjunc-
tion with the regular society meeting or
at apublic facility. Many societies
SIGsmeet in members’ homes.
Develop specia educational

programs separate from the society’s
monthly meeting that focus on small
groups of members' needs. For ex-
ample, we already know that afew
peoplein our society areresearching
ancestorsin Missouri. Knowing this,
we can research and present a short
program specially tailored to that small
group.
Field Trips

| enjoy traveling with other gene-
alogists“in apack.” Field tripsto other
libraries can be arranged in advance.
Your members can carpool or charter a
bus or large van, and plan to make a
day (or more) of thetrip. Our society is
planning ajoint meeting with the
Pinellas Genealogy Society in Largo,
Florida, and will then have atour of the
brand-new library and its extensive
genealogical society. However, our
society board isalready discussing field
trips to the Orlando Public Library, the
Indian River County Public Library in
Vero Beach, and the Polk County
Public Library in Bartow. Each of these
facilitiesiswiththreehhours’ driving
distance and we can schedule atour on
arrival and then dig into research in
theselibraries’ excellent collections.
Projects Of All Sorts

It's certainly easy to pay your
society dues and then sit back and let
other people do the work of running the
society, but if you' rethe kind of person
who likesto pitch in and have fun,
volunteering with your local society can

be extremely rewarding. We are
10

fortunate to have people who are
willing to get involved in projects of all
sorts that can serve the society and the
community at large.

Our local society last year had a
group of volunteersworking inthe
main Tampalibrary’s Geneal ogy and
Local History Department to go
through the vertical file cabinets of
genealogical folders, review the con-
tents, and to create an index that we
will publish. During the project, team
membersdiscovered original marriage
certificates, Bible pages, and other
primary documents. They also were
thrilled with the sheer amount of
historical material they found.

Many societieshelp preserve
origina documents by indexing them,
photocopying them onto acid-free
paper, digitizing them with scanners,
and then make thefacsimilesavailable
to the public and protecting the origi-
nals by storing them.

Other societies get groupstogether
and canvass cemeteries, transcribe
monumental or gravestoneinscriptions
or plagues, and then index and publish
abook. Thisisaway to preservethe
data on the markers which may be
eroding away, and it can bea
fundraising project too.

Summary

| happen to belong to about twenty
societiesworldwide, and | find my
membershipsarevery beneficial. We
recently had ticketsto the road produc-
tion of the hit Broadway show, Wicked,
playing herein Tampa. Thetickets
were $65.00 apiece. That money could
pay for my annual membership duesin
three small to medium-size genealogical
societies. One night’s entertainment or
ayear’'sgenealogical information?
Think about it!

Happy Hunting!

Georg
http://ahaseminars.com/index. htm

Upcoming Engagements|nclude:
February 22, 2006
Englewood Genealogical Society,
Englewood, FL

March 1, 2006
VolusiaCounty Genealogical Society,
DaytonaBeach, FL

March 11, 2006
Tallahassee Genealogical Society,
Tallahassee, FL

March 14, 2006
Citrus County Genesalogical Society,
Lecanto, FL

March 21, 2006
South Bay Genealogical Society, Sun
City Center, Ruskin, FL

March 23, 2006
Muskogee County Genealogical Society
M eeting, Muskogee, OK

March 24, 2006
Writers Workshop, Muskogee, OK

March 25, 2006
Muskogee County Genealogical Society
Conference, Muskogee, OK

April 11, 2006
Brandon AreaHistorical and Genea-
logical Society, Brandon, FL

April 22, 2006
VirginiaBeach Genealogical Society,
VirginiaBeach, VA

April 27, 2006
TheVillages Geneal ogical Society, The
Villages, FL

April 28-29, 2006
Ohio Genealogical Society, Toledo, OH

May 26-28, 2006
Ontario Geneal ogical Society, Oshawa,
Ontario, Canada

Listen to The Genealogy Guys Podcast
each week at http://geneal ogyguys.com!
Copyright 2006, MyFamily.com
All rightsreserved.
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