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Organize Your Library Collection with Ease

By Elaine Beaudoin

Haveyou ever tried to remember if
you own aparticular geneal ogy book
or, for that matter, any book, CD
recording, video, etc.? Or, if you
remember that you own theitem, do
your remember where you stored it?
Or, when you want to cite the item you
own in abibliography or

use it as a source cita- L f B
tion, wouldn’'t you loveto
haveit easily available l ral 9 |

on the computer?

Well, if you answered yesto any of
these questionsthereisanew website
just for you —www.L ibraryThing.com
. LibraryThing isan online service
which enables usersto catal og their
books and most other mediavery easily.
No softwareisneeded and it isfree, at
least up to a point.

LibraryThing is acataloging
application which searchesthe Library
of Congress, Amazon.com and over 45
worldwide, on-line public catalogs. If
you enter theitem’sISBN, the full
bibliographical citation appears. If you
enter the author or title, awholelist of
items by the same author or similar title
will appear for you to choose from. If,
you have a unique manuscript, you can
add the specific bibliographical infor-
mation yourself. And, it not only
provides author, title, publisher, and
year of publication but it also givesyou
the Dewey and Library of Congress
call numbers. Soif you really want to
give order to your personal library, you
can download the call numberson to
labels and adhere them to your book or
CD!

Onceyou log on to the site
www.L ibraryThing.com all you have
to provide isauser name and a pass-
word to start entering your collection.
If you wish, you can fill out anindi-
vidual profile and provide personal
iznformation, including aphoto. But this

isnot required. Also, you may choose
to make your collection public or
private by clicking on “Account Type”
and choosing either “public” or “pri-
vate” access.

One of the things you can do on the
siteiswrite areview of your book. If
your library is*public” then others can

+lum "HWI”H!”!'

read your review and see how you rate
the book or other media. Thiscan be
very helpful to the genealogy commu-
nity, especially for uniquetitles. Or, by
making your collection “private” you
can keep your notesto yourself, not
worrying about who islooking at what
you own. In either event, once you add
titlesto your library collection, itis
availableto you from both your home
computer and any other computer that
hasinternet access.

LibraryThing offers several ways
to display your information. It hasfive
built-in display styles so you can
choose just what information you want

toincludein thelist or printout. You
can a so edit these layouts choosing
from 25 variationsincluding the date it
was acquired, language, Library of
Congress subject headings, if you have
read the item, your comments about the
item, etc. In addition to these standard
fields, thereisalso a“Tag” field that
allowsyou to include words or phrases
that are particularly meaning-
ful to you. For example, you
could useit to record where

4 z=7  theitemisstored, booksyou

would like to purchase, books
you haveloaned, etc.

Once you have popul ated your
catalog, you can export it to a spread-
sheet, database, or just print out the
pagesfor your off-linereference.

One other aspect of LibraryThing
isvery interesting. Theinformation on
thewebsite states: “LibraryThingis
also an amazing social space, often
described as * MySpace for books'. You
can check out other people’slibraries,
see who has the most similar library to
yours, and swap reading suggestions.”
When | looked to see who had some of
thesametitlesas| did, | learned that
theAmerican Irish Heritage Center in
Chicago did. Thisreminded methat |
need to visit their library one of these
days!

A free account allowsyou to
catalog up to 200 books or other items.
A paid account allows you to catalog
any number of books or items. A paid
personal account cost $10 for ayear or
$25for alifetime. After using the site
for oneday, | think I'll becomea
Lifetimemember.

If you ever wanted to get all your
genealogy books organized, or if you
arereally ambitious and wanted to
catalog ALL of your books and media,
then LibraryThing isasite that isworth
lookinginto.



Links Around the World

Frank McGovern, Columnist*
Dan Wertz, Columnist

This month we explore military websites that may be
of interest to the genealogist.

Commonwealth War Grave Commission: This site
includes burial records from many sources. Estab-
lished by Royal Charter in 1917, the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission pays tribute to 1.7 million men
and women who died in the two world wars. It is a non-
profit-making organization that was founded by Sir
Fabian Ware. After the Second World War, A record
of the civilian war dead was also established.
http: cwgc.or
National Gravesite Locator: This website includes
information from many sources.

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov

National German Military Grave Registration Ser-
vice: (this site is in German)

A database of more than two million names of missing
and dead German soldiers from both World Wars.
Notes for searching: Nachname=surname;
Vorname=first name; supplying a DOB or DOD is
optional. Click on “"Suche beginnen” to start your
search. On the registration form, the following items
are required. Vorname (first name), Nachname (last
name), StraBe/Nr. (Street & Number). Land/piz/Ort
(Country/Postal or Zip Code/City). hen click on "Zur
Ergebniseite” to continue. On the next screen click
"Suchanfrage ausfuhren.”

http://www.volksbund.de/graebersuche/
content_suche.asp

World War 2 Indexes & Records: Records by state,
Draft registration cards index and Death index
arranged alphabetically by state. (Requires payment)

http://www.militaryindexes.com/worldwartwo

World War 1 Indexes & Records: Records by state,
Draft registration cards index and Death index
arranged alphabetically by state. (Requires payment)

http://www.militaryindexes.com/worldwarone/
index.html

Civil War Indexes, Records & Rosters: Civil War
Muster Rolls, Civil War Pension Index-Union,
and National Graves Registration Database. SPECIAL-
IZED INDEXES: Jewish-American Veterans. (Union &
Confederate), Norwegians in the Civil War Database.

(requires payment)

http://www.militaryindexes.com/civilwar/index. html

War of 1812 Indexes & Records:

War of 1812 Land

Bounty Warrants, Muster rolls. Data bases for the
following states, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Vermont and Virginia.

http: ilita

indexes.co

arof1812

index_html

Continued on page 4
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Links Ar'ound the Wor'ld (Continued)

Australian Military Records: Excellent sit for Aussie War Times Journal: Historical military eyewitnesses

records form the Bore War, Korean War, Vietnam accounts, Orders, Dispatches, Correspondences letters
Involvement, WW1 and WW2. History of the Victoria of instructions and commentaries from Napoleon
Cross and the ninety six Australian winners. Bonaparte, Admiral Horatio Nelson, The Duke of

Wellington and American Civil War Navies.
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
http://wtj.com/archives
Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls and
Database: An index compiled by Fred Delap in coop- Branches of US Military Websites:
eration with the Illinois State Archives.
U.S. Army:
http://www.ilsos.gov/genealogy

http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg
Revolutionary War Indexes and Records: Hessian U.S. Air Force:
soldiers of the Revolutionary War, List of prisoners on
the Old Jersey Prison Ship, bounty land grants, Pen-

http://www.airforce.com
sion Indexes and DAR Lineage Books.

U.S. Coast Guard:
http://www.uscg.mil
http://www.militaryindexes.com/revolutionarywar/

index_html

U.S. Marine Corps:
ht usmc. mil
British Military Information: British military records
can be found in the PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, KEW, U.S. Navy
SURREY, UK also check htip: na il
www. pro.gov.uk
October's column will feature Russia and the former
American Battle Monuments Commission: The Com- SSR Republics. We encourage members to participate
mission maintains a listing of those interred at the in, "LINKS AROUND the WORLD" by contributing
American military cemeteries overseas and those sights that they found informative in their research.
MIA's from WW1, WW2, Korea and Vietnam. Forward information to Dan Wertz at
dan.wertz@comcast.net or Frank McGovern at
www . operations@abmc.gov

mcgovern34@hotmail.com
POW Research Network Japan: A list of Dutch,

American and Commonwealth POW's
http://homepage3 . ni com/pow-j/e/list
Military History Institute (MHI) Photograph Civil

War Database: This database is a catalog
of photographs from the Special Collections Branch of

>

USAMHL. Ultimately this database will reflect the full r ,
range of photographs from the Mexican War in the
1840's to the present day.

http://carlisle-www.army . mil/usamhi/photodb . html \4

CHECK
ouT

THESE
http: archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs 1
index_html|?template=print I-INKS-

Request Military Records: Military information for
you or next of kin on line from the National Archives
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Newspaper Research

By Anne Jacobs

Jerry Kattke, alocal genealogy
buff, gave a presentation on Research-
ing Newspapers at alocal geneal ogy
group last week. He had an interesting
approach to finding newspaperswhich
| thought | would pass on.

One of the problemsinfinding
genealogy itemsin newspapersis
finding out what publications are
availablefor thetimeframe. Thereare
at least two resources which Jerry
mentioned can be helpful. They arethe
Newspaper Archivesweb site and
FirstSearch, which many of us have
used before.

First, although thiswas not covered
in the presentation, | hunted around the
Newspaper Archive siteand found
something interesting for those of you
who can read/speak another language.
Thisisagreat resource for foreign
newspaper websites. Go to the home
page of thissite: http://
WWWw.hewspaper ar chive.com/

The*hidden” resourceisfound by
following thislink at the left of the
screen “Newspaper Websites’. These
are current newspapers, not necessarily
for genealogy research unlessyou
currently haverelatives overseas.
Some of the sitesmay have archives
which extend back to dates of interest
toyou. However, that is not what |
found of interest. | have not been able
to trace my lineto current day foreign
locations. | found these interesting for
the “flavor” of the areaand apossible
source of historical content, such as
anniversary issues of newspapersin
this country.

From the map page which displays
next, you can click on a portion of the
map to drill down to the area of the
world you areinterested in or select an
entry from the “ Select a Country” list.
Thismay take a couple of clicks

@he Dallas Morning News
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depending on the area of theworld.
From here, click on the newspaper
which interests you and then you are on
your own. Every web sitewill be
different asfar aswhat they provide.
Some may require a subscription or a
logon and others may be fully open and
viewed from front to back. Another
feature of some newspaper sitesis pod
casts.

Note, there is a statement at the top
of the article which states that your
local library can obtain thisresource
FREE. | called alocal library immedi-
ately and have heard that they are
exploring thisresource. They have
filled out the paperwork and submitted
it. They arewaiting to seeif thereisa
catch or if itisactually free. You might
want to do the same with your library.
Free certainly would be theright price.

Now back to my first reason for
writing thisarticlewhich wasfinding
newspapers using FirstSearch. Pro-
grams and articles have been writtenin
the past about this resource which can
be found on the CAGG-NI web site.
More detailed articles abound on the
Internet including on the OCL C (Online
Computer Library Center) site: http://
www.oclc.or g/fir stsear ch/

When Jerry discovered thisfacility,
he decided to learn how to useit
effectively. There are many other ways
to useit but the one we focused on was
newspapersin an area of the country.
He discovered that he could get alist of
local newspapers by using the
“Publisher’sLocation” keyword search.
Thisisaccomplished by signing into
FirstSearch which you can do by
getting your local library’s authoriza-
tion code and password. After logging
in, click on “WorldCat”, click on
“Advanced Search” and you are ready
to enter your search criteria. Because
we want to search only for newspapers,
click on the selection “ Serial Publica-
tions’ limiting the search further. Now
enter your state of interest in the first
criteriaslot and select “Publisher
Location” from the Keyword list, enter
the town of interest in the second
criteriaslot and select “Publisher
Location” from the Keyword list. Now,
click on “Search”. My search criterion
was“Pennsylvania” and “ York” which
resulted in 404 publications with 314 of
themin English. By adding atime
frame to the search (1800-1850), this
result was reduced to 98 with 73 of
themin English.

Thereturned page also tellsyou
how many libraries own theitem.
From thisyou can print out the page
and takeit to your librarian requesting
that they order it viaInter Library Loan
(ILL).

Click on one of the selections. This
page givesyou detailed information
about the publication. One section |
found interesting was the Other Titles,
Preceding Titleand Succeeding Title
entries. This showsyou what other
titlesyou should look for.

You still haveto order thefilm and
crank that microfilm but at least now
you know what isavailable. | hopeyou
find this asinteresting and helpful as|
did.
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Other GPOUP Events compiled by Beverly Levine Smallwood

14 Ser 2006- NAPERVILLE
Deanna Spignola - How to Cite Sources

Fox Valley Genealogical Society
http: rootsweb.com/~ilfvgs/index. ht

19 Sep 2006- ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
MARIAN RICHTER SCHUETZ

Immigration - It Wasn't a Cruise Ship
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists

http://www.mtprospect.org/nsgs/
20 Sepr 2006- WHEATON

KATHRYN BARRETT
WPA Records and History
DuPage County Genealogical Society
http://www.dcgs.org/

24 Sep 2006- CHicaco
Genealogy Committee Meeting
Contact: Brian Donovan (P) 773-282-7035
(Saturdays 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center
http: irishamhc.com/programs.asp#histo

28 Sep 2006 - DaRrIEN
DRr. GArRY HaAreIs
Illinois State Genealogical Society
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group
http://www.indianprairie lib.il us/
genealogy_group.htm

28 Ser 2006 - GeNeva

Pessy Tuck SINkO
Atlas of Historical County
Boundaries Project
Kane County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilkegs/

7 Oct 2006 - CHicaco
Christinal Reynan - Belgians in Chicago
Chicago Genealogical Society

http://www.chgogs.org/
9 Oct 2006 - MUNDELEIN

SARAH KIrBY
Genealogist's Introduction to WorldCat
Lake County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcgs/meetings. htm

10 Oct 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
Beverly Levine Smallwood
Using Bygones to Organize Your Family
History Research
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3400
http://www.stdl. org/

14 Oct 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group
CAGG-NI TMG Special Interest Group
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/

14 Oct 2006 - GLENVIEW

CRATG PFANNKUCHE
Dealing with Skeletons in One's Family Tree
North Suburban Genealogical Society

http://www.wpld.alibrary.com/nsgs.asp

14 Oct 2006 - HazeL CresT
6race Dumelle - Chicago 101
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ssghs/

17 Oct 2006 - ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
LINDA HErrRICK

Old German Script Can Be Read

Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists
http: rospect.org/nsgs

18 Oct 2006 - WHEATON

KaThy Park
Finding Your Ancestors
When They Are Hiding
DuPage County Genealogical Society
http://www.dcgs.org/

19 Oct 2006 - ELeIN
Craig Pfannkuche - Outlaws and In-Laws:
How to deal with family lore and legend
Elgin Genealogical Society

http://www.elginarea.org/egs/

21 Oct 2006 - ScHAUMBURG
Gerry Czadowski
The 3 6's: 6IS, 6PS, and Genealogy

CAGG-NI
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/

22 Oct 2006 - Skokie
Jeffrey N. Bassett - Genetic Genealogy
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm
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Other Group Events

compiled by Beverly Levine Smallwood

26 Oct 2006 - DARIEN
Newsletters on the Web
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group
http://www.indianprairie. lib.il . us/
genealogy_group.htm

26 Oct 2006 - GENEvA
Becky Higgins - Organizing Your Genealogy
Kane County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilkcgs/

29 Oct 2006 - CHicaso
Genealogy Committee Meeting
Contact: Brian Donovan (P) 773-282-7035
(Saturdays 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center
http: irishamhc.com/programs.asp#histo

Special Events
30 Ser 2006 - NAPERVILLE

SANDRA HARGREAVES LUEBKING
Journey Into Genealogy

Fox Valley Genealogical Society
http: rootsweb.com/~ilfvgs/index. ht

6-7 Oct 2006 - MARsHALLTOWN, TA
Research in the Old Northwest Territory
Davio McDoNALD & JANA SLOAN BROGLIN
Iowa Genealogical Society

http://www.iowagenealogy.org

14 Oct 2006 - ITAsca
IS6GS Fall Conference
Footsteps to the Past: Making Tracks
Through Research
Illinois State Genealogical Society

http: rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/fallcon
2006falconf html

14 Oct 2006 - Fonbd bu Lac

PAULA STUART-W ARREN
A Workshop for Beginning Genealogists
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/

4 Nov 2006 - GRrRAYSLAKE
Annual Workshop
Records from Far and Near
Lake County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcgs/meetings. htm

16 Dec 2006 - CHicaco

GEORGE Ryskamp
Finding Your Hispanic Roots
Newberry Library

http://www.newberry. org/genealogy/
genealogyevents. html

24 Fes 2007 - ST. CHARLES
Annual Conference
DuPage County Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

16-17 Mar 2007 - BYU CoNrFerReNcE CENTER
Computerized Genealogy Conference
BYU Conferences and Workshops

http://ce .byu.edu/cw/cwgeneal/
13-14 Apr 2007 - Oconomowoc

MEGAN SMOLENYAK SMOLENYAK
Gene-A-Rama 2007
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/
21 Arr 2007

PAuLA STUART WARREN
33rd Annual Conference
Rock Island County Genealogical Society
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/

28 Arr 2007 - FT. WayYNE
Annual Meeting & Conference
Allen County Public Library
Indiana Genealogical Society
http: indgensoc.org/conference . html

16-19 May 2007 - RicHmonDp, VA
29th NGS Conference in the States
National Genealogical Society

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

15-18 Aus 2007 - Fr. WayNne
FGS and
Allen County Public Library Conference

Federation of Genealogical Societies
http: s.org/2007conf/FGS-2007 . ht
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