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WeRelate.org GIS, GPS and Genealogy

by Gerry Czadowski

This program will provide an introduction to GIS (Geographi-
cal Information System) and GPS (Global Positioning System)
technologies and examine their potential in genealogical re-
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Proposed By-Law Changes

Proposed Changesto Bylawsto be
voted onin November

Changesto the CAGG-NI Bylaws
are being proposed by the Executive
Committee. Thesechangesrequirea
vote of the mgjority of the members
present at aregular or special meeting.
TheAnnual Business meeting, to be
held on Saturday, November 18, 2006
at Schaumburg Township District
Library at 10:30 A.M., iswhen this
votewill betaken.

The newdletter is sent to al mem-
bers, and fulfillsthe required official
notification to the membership.

Change No. 1
Background:

The Schaumburg Township District

Library does not open until 10:00 A.M.
on Saturday mornings and it is not
practical to hold Executive Committee
meetings prior to the General Monthly
Meeting. Thischange allows greater
flexibility inthe scheduling of Execu-
tive Committee meeting while preserv-
ing the notification and transparency of
thesemeetings.

Current Bylaws:
ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS
SECTION I. The Executive
Committee M eetings shall beheld
as often asrequired but no less
than once per year. The meetings, if
held during any given month, will
be open to general membership.
The place and time of the
meeting(s) will generally beone (1)
hour prior to the regularly sched-
uled General Monthly Meeting.
M eetings may be held at other
locations and times at the discretion
of the presiding president. Notice of
these meetingsisavailable upon
request.

Proposed Change:
2

ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS
SECTION I. The Executive
Committee Meetings shall be held

structure has had little or no effect on
the recruitment of new members.
Therefore, the Executive Committee

as often asrequired but no less
than once per year. The purpose,
place and time of the Executive
Committee Meetingswill be
included in the required notice sent
to every Executive Committee
Member at least 14 days prior to
the proposed meeting. Meetings
shall be held at aconvenient time
and location for the majority of the

Executive Committee. Noticeof all

Executive Committee Meetings
shall be availableto the general
membership by publicationinthe

newsl etter and/or theweb site. The

meetingswill be opento the general
membership.

Change No. 2

Background:

The Executive Committee and the
General Membership voted at its
August 2005 General Meeting to
introduce a prorated dues structure for
the 2006 membership year with the
expectation that membership would
increasein the later quarters of the
year. The experiencein 2006 has
demonstrated that the prorated rate

recommends areturn to the former
policy that includes a proration for the
last quarter.

Therevision to theformer policy

was never published. Theformer

policy isasfollows:

Article II. Membership

Section B, 1. New members
shall pay full annual dues regard-
lessof when they join, receiving all
current year newslettersasa
membership benefit, except as
stated below.

Section B, 2. A new member
joining during the last quarter of
the year, may pay prorated duesfor
the remaining portion of the year as
well asthe next year’s dues and
immediately receiveall the benefits
of membership.

Section B, 3. A new member
paying dues during the last quarter
of the year may state that it will
apply to the coming year’smem-
bership. Membership benefitsand
privilegeswill commencewhen the
paid period begins.

American Records

Newberry Receives Valuable Polish-

The news release from August 23rd may beread in full here: http://
www.newber ry.or g/media/PWAA2006.html.

The Polish Women’sAlliance of America (PWAA) donated itsearly
insurance filesto the Newberry Library. These are sureto be arich source
for family history information. The PWAA insurancefilestypically
contain the insured’s place of birth and her parents’ names.

Thelibrary will have to spend some time catal oging, organizing and
indexing theserecords. They expect to make them availablein thewinter
of 2006. Call ahead to see whether, when, and how you may utilize this
collection at (312) 255-3512 or geneal ogy @newberry.org.
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WeReIa're.or'g

by Beverly Levine Smallwood

WeRelateis aweb search engine that focuses on
genealogy web pages and awiki for genealogy. They are
sponsored by the Foundation for On-Line Geneal ogy, Inc.
(FOLG), anon-profit (501c3) organization —funded solely
by tax deductible donations.

A visit to the FOLG’s website lays out their mission
statement, activities and values. They are anon-profit Utah
corporation working to make family history research easier,
faster, and morerewarding. They are working to provide a
comprehensiveindex to genealogical information, on and
off line, free to the public. They also want to provide a
community environment where people can sharetheir
knowledge and data. They want to help archivesand
geneal ogical organizations put dataonline.

These arelofty idealsand echo closely with those
spoken at the NGS conference by representatives of the
LDS. | don’'t know how, or if, these organizations are
related, though they seem to have the same mission.

WeRelateis built asawiki which allows anyone to
create and edit pages— without having to learn HTML.
They have two types of pagesyou may edit. First, you and
others may add and edit articles about how to do geneal ogy.
This collaborative approach has worked very well for
Wikipedia. Dick Eastman began awiki Encyclopedia of
Genealogy at http://www.eogen.com/ sometime ago.

Second, you may create a home page or a personal
research page that only you may edit. Thisiswhereyou
can put your research interests and surnames. These will
make their way into the search resultswithin aday. A
sample page can be viewed here: http://www.werelate.org/
wiki/User:Gendo. On the home page the user giveabrief
introduction to his/her research experience. Tothesideare
linksto personal research pages created by this user
containing research data. Thisdatalookslike aformatted
guery. The user has a paragraph listing the ancestors of
interest and their migration pattern. Ontheright side are
tables with the related surnames, places, and range of
years.

OnWeRelates' smain page, http://www.wer elate.or g/
wiki/Main_Page, you may conduct a search of some six
million web pages. | did asearch for “ cedarleaf”, a some-
what rare surname. It came back with 6 hits. Four were
collectionslistingsfrom three universities, onewas an entry
on arootsweb index of newspaper obits, and one was from
apage on ahistorical society website. Should aresearcher
create personal pages with this surname that would also
show in the search results. A search for this name on
google brings back many fal se hits because cedarleaf oil is
aningredient in many concoctions.

You may refine your search at the bottom of the results
page. My search for “Baldwin” brought 35,000 hits.

Adding “ Gettysburg” to this brought the results down to
793. Adding “Monfort”, an alied family, brings the total
hits down to amanageable dozen, including the sample
WeRel ate personal research page referenced above.

Clicking on " Search Help” brings up avery detailed
tutorial on how to find just what you want. Clicking on
“Advanced Search” allowsyou to do more detailed
searches from the start.

Searching for a place name brought results of genealo-
gies containing that place, the entriesin the Family History
Library Catalog, and websites with research volunteersfor
that place.

I'll be keeping an eye on thissitefor future develop-
ments.
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September Meeting Notes

Building Your Book
Presented by Larry Olson
By Gerard Czadowski

Larry's professional career asa
forensic document examiner led himto
develop aninterest inthe Leopold and
L oeb case — the 1920s "crime of the
century” — inwhich document com-
parisons between the ransom note and
notesfrom Leopold'slaw school study
group weretied to the same typewriter.
His fascination with the role of docu-
ment examination in this case spurred
him to present atalk on the subject at a
professional symposiaand ultimately
left him with adesire to write abook.
(Moreinformation on this case can be
found at the University of Missouri-
Kansas City School of Law web site.)

In support of pursuing the book
project he attended aseminar offered
through the Discovery Center titled
"Everything You Need to Know About
Writing, Producing & Promoting Your
Book" by Dan Poynter, and accom-
plished author of many books. Al-
though the methodol ogy presented in
this seminar was targeted to authors of
commercially-viablefiction and non-
fiction which needsto appeal to abroad
audience, Larry could seethe benefits
of using the approach in writing
projectswhich are geared toward a
much smaller and more select audience
such as agenealogy book or article.

1. Book ldea

o Exciting

0 Keepsyouinterested

o Notachore
2. Does It Qualify?

0 Interestingtoyou
Personal expertise/experiences
Interesting to others
Focused subject
Market easy to reach
(market size)

3. Research

0 Check for other bookson

subject

0 Check availahility of the

O O oo

potential title
0 Getamodel book (design/
layout/price)
4. Working Title
o Keyword(s) - 3-5words
(specific, familiar, short)
0 Bemoredescriptiveinsubtitle
0 Testpossibletitles
0 Select"work in progress' title
5. Cover Copy (back cover copy
sellsthe book)
0 Category of subject
Uniquetitle
Descriptor paragraph
Why you should buy (read) it
Testimonials
0 Author'shio
6. Binder Set Up
0 Binder isyour book writing
template
0 Besttousea3ringview style
(view bindershaveclear dlip
pocketsfor inserting front and
back coversand spine) - Inside
cover pockets are also useful
0 Useindex dividersto separate
sections (forward, chapters,
etc) of book
7.DivideM aterials(determine
what you have 8-10" term
papers', magazinearticlesor a
book ?)
0 Roughoutline
o Divideinto chapters/piles
o Gather more content

O O oo

8. Decisions
0 Soleor collaborative
authorship?

0 Keyboard or dictate?

0 Geneaogy softwareor word
processor?

9. First Draft (rough draft)

0 Beginwriting - Start with the
shortest, easiest and most fun
chapters

o Draft al chaptersbefore going
back to edit - Set some
deadlines

0 Getwhat you haveinto the
binder

0 Beginto consider pagelayout
(pictures, hyperlinksand

colors)
10. Second Dr aft (content edit)

0 Additional research andfill in
the gaps

0 Gather quotations and stories

o Draft question list and start
getting answers

o Draft anillustration list: locate
and collect photos, drawings,
maps and documents and begin
scanning them

11. Third Draft (peer review)

0 Send out chaptersfor feedback

0 Useat least 4 experts (family
members, geneal ogists, local
geneal ogy societies)

0 Payment for review (acknowl
edgment in book and
autographed copy of finished
publication)

12. Testimonials(for the back
cover, page one, forward, etc.)

0 Source of feedback with
correctionsand possible
additional materials

13. Fourth Draft (copy edit)

o Clean up punctuation, gram
mar and style

o0 Forreview choose aprofes
sional writer or English expert

14. Fact Checking (When to stop
writing? 95% complete/100%
accurate; there'salwaysamarket for
asupplement)

0 Confirm stories and facts

0 Confirm addressesand figures

15. Another Decision

0 Sl to publisher or self
publish?

0 Journal publication?

0 Print and photocopy or
professional printing?

0 Helpsto haveasdlected layout
at the start

16. Success! (You are published)

o Celebrate

0 Start next book

17. Promotion/Distribution (see
Dan Poynter'sThe Self-
Publishing Manual)

Continued on page 5



Notes Movies to DVD

Two posts by Steve Bassin his
Tips & Tweaks column for PCWorld
Magazine may be of interest to those
wishing to digitizetheir movies.

0 Send out review copies (Family
History Library, Library of
Congress, local genealogical
and historical societies, local
libraries)

0 host autograph parties

0 giveradio/TV interviews

0 Speak on subject at
genealogical societies

0 Advertisein genealogical
magazines/newsdl etters

Additional useful information and

resourcesto help you produce and
distribute your book can be found at
Dan Poynter'sweb site at http://
www.par apublishing.com/. Dan
provides several free downloadable
guidesto assist you in you book
project, these can be found at http://
www.par apublishing.com/sites/par a/
resour ces/freedocs.cfm.

http://blogs.pcwor Id.com/

blogs.pcwor ld.com/tipsandtweak s/
archives/002688.html

information and don’t overlook the
comments section. Many timesthat
nugget of gold is contributed by a
reader.

id,125517/article.html?tk=nl_sbxcol
and Dave Johnson gives us“ Digital

http://www.pcwor [d.com/article/
id,97624/article.html?tk=nl_sbxcol

Easy Transfer From VHS to DVD

tipsandtweak g/ar chives/002641.html

A Better Way: VHSto DVD http://

Both articles contain linksto more

Also at PCWorld, Richard Baguley

wrote “Making Movies: From VHSto
DVD” http://www.pcworld.com/article/

Focus: Convert VHS Tapesto DVDs’

Massachusetts Death Index Online 1841-1910

Discovered viaEastman’s Online Geneal ogy Newl setter http://
blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_geneal ogy/2006/09/massachusetts d.html
the Massachusetts Archives created an onlineindex of deaths 1841-1910.
Theindex isfree, but you must send to the Archivesto purchase a copy of
theoriginal record.

Please read Eastman’s brief description of theindex and it's usesthen
head over to http://www.sec.state. ma.us/vitalr ecor dssear ch/

VitalRecor dsSear ch.aspx to begin searching.

Vital Records Databases

Online vital recordsindexes are cropping up al over theinternet. The
Newberry Library has some of them listed here: http://www.newberry.org/
geneal ogy/databases.html

Guide to Chicago Church and Synagogue

Records

Another helpful guide posted by the Newberry istheir guideto
Chicago Church and Synagogue Records http://www.newberry.or g/
genealogy/churchcontents.html. Theintentisto help researchers
location records, histories, and repaositories. In some casesyou' Il find the
church or synagogue referenced specifically. In other cases, you'll learn
whereto direct your search for records. They’veincluded call numbers
and descriptionsfor itemsin the Newberry collectionsaswell asfilm
number for recordsfilmed by the Family History Library, which can be
ordered from Salt Lake City.

Google News

Archive

Googleisat it again. They added a
news archive search to provide an easy
way to search and explore historical
archives. It can even createtimelinesto
show selected resultsfrom relevant time
periods.

It brings up resultsin both sub-
scription and free sites—though in this
category, they are mostly by subscrip-
tion. My search for “Huntington”
brought results from ProQuest Wash-
ington Post articles, the U.S. Supreme
Court (via Fastcase), the New York
Times, the Boston Globe (via
NewsBank), and the Cincinnati
Enquirer. Others have reported results
that included Civil War Service
Records and World War | Draft Cards
(viaAncestry.com).

One of the moreintriguing sites
they'veindexedis
NewspaperArchive.com http://
www.newspaper ar chive.com, which
claimsto have over 47 million newspa
per pagesonline. Their subscription
rates seem reasonable. Clicking on
“BrowseAvailable Papers’ will give
you an idea about their coverage.
Some papersthey seem to have a page
here and there. Other papers have
fairly full coverage for awide range of
years.

Google may be agood starting
point for newspaper and periodical
searches, though common names or
namesthat have other meaningslike
“Carpenter” will present their usual
problems. NewspaperArchive.com
may warrant afuture article/review.
Volunteers?

Articles on this page
were submitted by
Beverly Levine Smallwood
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Other GPOUP Events compiled by Beverly Levine Smallwood

10/22/2006 - Skokie
Jeffrey N. Bassett - Genetic Genealogy
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

10/26/2006 - DARIEN
Newsletters on the Web
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group
http://www.indianprairie. lib.il us/
genealogy_group.htm

10/26/2006 - GeNeva
Becky Higgins - Organizing Your Genealogy
Kane County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilkcgs/

10/29/2006 - CHicaco
Genealogy Committee Meeting
Contact: Brian Donovan (P) 773-282-7035
(Saturdays 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center
http: irishamhc.com/programs.asp#histo

11/4/2006 - CHicaco

GRrACE HORNER
Preparing to do Library Research
Chicago Genealogical Society

http://www.chgogs.org/

11/4/2006 - GrAysLAKE
Annual Workshope
Records from Far and Near
Lake County Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcgs/meetings. htm
11/9/2006 - NAPERVILLE
MArGE R1cE

Faces From the Past - Old Family Photos
Fox Valley Genealogical Society
http: rootsweb.com/~ilfvgs

11/11/2006 - ScHAumBURG
The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group
CAGG-NI TMG Special Interest Group
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/

11/11/2006 - ScHAUMBURG
LINDA FORTUNATO-DAVENPORT

POINTers in Person (PIP)
http://www.rootsweb.com/~itappcnc/

11/11/2006 - HazeL CresT
Paul Valasek - Polish Ancestry WWI
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ssghs/

11/14/2006 - ArLINeTON HEIGHTS
George Valko - Beginning Genetic Genealogy

Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists
http: rospect.org/nsgs

11/14/2006 - ScHAuMBURG
GrACE DUMELLE
Finding Your Chicago Ancestors:
A Beginners Guide to Family History in the
City of Chicago
STDL Genealogy Group
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3401
http://www.stdl.org/

11/15/2006 - WHeaToN
MARTAN RICHTER SCHUETZ
"A Day in the Park": Cemeteries
DuPage County Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

11/16/2006 - DariEN
Helping Each Other Solve Our Problems
Indian Prairie Public Library - Genealogy Group
http://www.indianprairie.lib.il.us/
genealogy_group.htm

11/18/2006 - RicHmonp, IL
Paul Milner - Quarter Sessions
BIGWILL - British Interest Group of Wisconsin and

Illinois
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wiilbig/meet.htm
11/19/2006 - Skokie
Roe Packer

The Forgotten Synagogues of Chicago
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois

http://www. jewishgen.org/jgsi/index. htm

11/26/2006 - CHicaso
Genealogy Committee Meeting
Contact: Brian Donovan (P) 773-282-7035
(Saturdays 9-2)
Irish American Heritage Center
http: irishamhc.com/programs.asp#histo
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Other Group Events

compiled by Beverly Levine Smallwood

Special Events

2/24/2007 - ST. CHARLES
Annual Conference
DuPage County Genealogical Society

http://www.dcgs.org/

3/16-17/2007 - BYU CoNFERENCE CENTER
Computerized Genealogy Conference
BYU Conferences and Workshops

http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgeneal/
4/13-14/2007 - OcoNnomowoc

MEeGAN SMOLENYAK SMOLENYAK
Gene-A-Rama 2007
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wsgs/
4/21/2007 - MoLINE

PauLA STUART WARREN
33rd Annual Conference
Rock Island County Genealogical Society
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbgsrim/

4/28/2007 - Fr. WavnNe
Annual Meeting & Conference
Allen County Public Library
Indiana Genealogical Society
http: indgensoc.org/conference. html

5/16-19/2007 - RicHmonD, VA
29th NGS Conference in the States
National Genealogical Society

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

8/15-18/2007 - Fr. Wayne
FGS and Allen County
Public Library Conference

Federation of Genealogical Societies
http: s.org/2007conf/FGS-2007 . ht

Genealogy Programs

Arlington Heights Memorial Library
Saturday, November 4, 2006

Geneal ogy Sourcesyou may not havetried...

In geneal ogy research, you can’t aways find the exact
record you want. What do you do? These programs will
show you how to look at other sourcesthat may contain the
exact information you need.

9:30a. m.—-10:30 a.m.

Jeffrey A. Bockman, local genealogy lecturer and
writer, will present “No Birth Certificate? No Problem!”
Hewill show thewide variety of primary and secondary
sources to determine when a person was born and who the
parentswere if abirth certificate is not available or can’'t be
found.

10:45-11:45a.m.

Maureen Brady will talk about the Family History
Library and will demonstrate how to useits computer
catalog to determineif any records have been microfilmed
inthe area of research. The Arlington Heights Memorial
Library isadesignated branch of the Family History
Library and patrons can order microfilm from its vast
collection to help with their family history research.

1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
Michael Mulholland Local History/Genealogy Librar-
ianwill discussthe variety of sourcesheusedin hisown

genealogy research.

Question and Answer session will follow all programs.
Please register by calling 847 392-0100

Genealogy On-Line Conference and Open House
In honor of Family History Month, GenealogyForum.org is hosting on online conference from
October 1st through 31st between the hours of 8 and 11 p.m. EST. Information may be found here:

http: enealogyforum.org/OH2006/index.ph
The conference appears to be taking place in chat rooms and a schedule is posted, though subject to
change.

This website is apparently a spin off of a genealogy forum that was on AOL. If anyone has experience
with this site or attends some of this conference, please let us know more about it.
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TMG Focus Groups Revisited

By Anne Jacobs

In May of thisyear the topic for
The Master Genealogist (TMG) special
interest group was Focus Groups. This
TMG feature allows you to filter your
entire database. Focus Groups can
assist you in keeping track of various
projectsyou have engaged in and,
instead of having to “remember” where
you were or setting aflag to keep track
of your database refinement/cleanup,
you can use the filtering concept of
Focus Groups to keep track. (Please
refer to the July articleto review the
use of thistool.) After the presentation
and article, a couple of additional
points have been realized.

Thefirst item is after you have
updated your focus group by removing
individualsyou haveworked on, itis
necessary to resave (Export) your focus
group by overwriting the new list to the
old focus group name. If you rarely
use or never change from the current
focus group, this step is not necessary.
However, asyou become familiar with
thistool and use it more often, thisisa
crucial step. Once you change from
one focus group to another and later

return to the first, the last exported list
isreloaded. If you did not resavethe
list after removing names, you will be
working with the“old” list and you end
up retracing your steps. You will find
you are redoing work already com-
pleted, wondering why these peopleare
still inthelist.

The second realization isthat you
should decideif you want all namesfor
anindividual included inthefocus
group or only the primary name. The
difference can be dramatic. One of my
focus groups contains 499 names when
including al namesfor theindividuals.
By requesting only primary names, this
list isreduced to 172 names. This
represents the same amount of work,

Changing Screen Font Size on the Fly

however, 172 certainly seemslikea
moreworkable project!

Limiting thelist of namesto
primary only isavailable at the bottom
of thefilter screens. Choicesinclude:
Primary only, Non-primary and Both.
There are some projectswhich you
would want the non-primary names
also. However, | usethe details section
of the screen instead of the focus group
list to view the non-primary names.

If you haven't tried Focus Groups
before, thisisavery powerful tool
availablein The Master Geneal ogist
software and | recommend that you try
it out.

by Anne Jacobs

| was reminded by one of our

and yet how useful!

It does not always work. For

hardest workers, Frank McGovern, of a instance, PDFs are “cast in concrete”

simple method to adjust the size of
Internet web sites and document type.
Itissosimple, it bears repesting.

To change the display size, all you
need isthe CTRL key and awheel on
your mouse. Hold down the CTRL key
and movethewheel. Isthefont getting
smaller? Wrong way, for most of us.
Moveit the other way. Isthefont
getting bigger? Great! How smple
8

and do not respond to thistrick. (There
Isa% tool availableto change the side
of PDF displaysin the PDF window.)
What is happening isthe size of the
display is changing and not the actual
document. You will seethat the actual
font size stays the same, just the
magnification percent changes. At any
rate, when you can’'t read something, it
isworth atry.

Ne,
/

>



	Contents
	Proposed By-Law Changes 
	Newberry Receives Valuable Polish-American Records 
	WeRelate.org 
	Building Your Book 
	Massachusetts Death Index Online 1841-1910 
	Vital Records Databases 
	Guide to Chicago Church and Synagogue Records 
	Movies to DVD 
	Google News Archive 
	Other Group Events 
	Genealogy Programs 
	TMG Focus Groups Revisited 
	Changing Screen Font Size on the Fly 


