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    Treasures Found in the  

Family Bible 

by  Kristy Gravlin 
 
We are so used to living in this era of records in triplicate, that we 

sometimes forget that it wasnôt always so. Genealogists are familiar 

with newbies who write to a message list asking where to find Great-

Great Grandmaôs birth certificate. At least they have an idea of the 

dateðñsome place in Illinois in 1817.ò But most places in the United 

States did not require record registration until some time after 1900, and 

even when they were ñrequiredò there are so many that cannot be found 

that we are sure not everyone complied with that annoying rule. 

    What we might find, however, is a family Bible. Birth was an impor-

tant event, one that was none too certain to work out well. When the 

baby arrived, it was something they wanted to remember. The nearest 

courthouse may have required a trip of several days. The ñchurchò may 

not have had a minister for many years to come. So the Bible, the one 

book that early settlers were likely to have, was pressed into service. 

The parent, or a friend, who was able to write, would go to the family 

Bible and carefully enter the childôs name and birthdate, leaving a treas-

ure for someone to find many generations later. May you be lucky 

enough to find your treasure.  

Michael John Neill  
 

He is just one of the many great speakers 

weôll be having this year at the ISGS Annual 

Conference on October 24th in Elgin, IL.  

See pages 77 and 78 for details. 

New ISGS  

Board Members 

 
Back Row:  

David Kent CoyðParliamentarian 

Lois HanleyðPublicity 

Jean Jungð2011 Director 

Larry PepperðHonors & Awards Chair 

 

Front Row:  

Sandra Lee MichaelsðFinance &    

Budget Chair 

Kristy Gravlin ðFamily Bible Records 

 

Not pictured: 

Richard Michaels-Membership  

Promotion 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilsgs/
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P residentôs Message ð  

             from  Carole A. McCarty 

   

Dear Fellow Genealogists, 

 

I have been following stories about identity theft for some time, but most recently  

because my husband and I were victims of such a prominent problem in our society. 

Luckily our experience was minimal and didnôt involve years of resolutions. 

 

According to Dick Eastmanôs recent newsletter: 

 

Identity theft is a major concern these days, as it should be. Many legislators seem to think that the problem can be solved by lock-

ing up all the birth, marriage, and death records, which, of course, has an impact on genealogists. The legislators apparently have 

never checked with the security experts who deal with identity theft every day, however. The security experts report that public 

domain records of birth, marriage, and death are rarely used by identity thieves. Instead, the thieves have easier methods. 

 

You might want to read the ñrest of the storyò by cutting and pasting this link in the address line: http://blog.eogn.com/

eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/07/preventing-identity-theft-with-the-ssdi.html 

 

On another note, a happier one, ISGS is preparing for our Annual Fall Conference, Piecing Together the Puzzle of Our Past, on 

Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Fox Valley University and Business Center on the campus of Elgin Community College in El-

gin, Illinois.  Conference flyers were mailed to previous attendees, genealogical and historical societies and libraries.  If you want 

to have more flyers mailed to your local society or you notice that your library is running out of flyers, you may email ISGSCon-

ference@comcast.net to request more.  If you happened to receive two flyers, please pass the extra one on to another genealogy 

friend.  The flyer and registration form are on the ISGS website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilsgs/. 

 

The ISGS annual meeting is held at 8:45 am at the fall conference, immediately before the conference program begins.   At that 

time ISGS members have an opportunity to vote on the slate of officers for 2010 and any other new business to come before the 

meeting.  It is also a time to let your voice and opinions be heard concerning ISGS projects and activities. I look forward to meet-

ing those of you who have this event on your genealogy calendar! 

 

Happy summer! 

 

Carole McCarty 

President, Illinois State Genealogical Society 

 

ñOne must always maintain oneôs connection to the past and yet ceaselessly pull away from it.   

To remain in touch with the past requires a love of memory.   

To remain in touch with the past requires a constant imaginative effort.ò 

 

-Gaston Bachelard (1884-1962), French philosopher 

 

http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/07/preventing-identity-theft-with-the-ssdi.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/07/preventing-identity-theft-with-the-ssdi.html
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Ancestor Charts 
 

ISGS members are encouraged to send a completed 6 generation chart to the ISGS office. Many of our ancestor charts have 

not been updated or even submitted by our members and we would like bring our current ancestor charts up to date. Send 2 

copies of the chart below along with permission to publish to: 

ISGS 

P.O. Box 10195 

Springfield, IL 62791-0195 
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Phyllis HollingsworthðJacksonville Beach, FL 

Tanya FoltzðHanover, IL 

Sandra WoestðMagnolia, IL 

Dennis Joseph StaleyðErie, PA 

Roberta LuskyðWoodland, CA 

Martha ReinhartðCasa Blanca, Las Vegas, NV 

Donna M. Gasper PondðPeoria, IL 

William PoppðWalpole, MA 

James GrantðPalatine, IL 

Acknowledging our generous  
contributors to  

ISGS and ISGS Projects!   
Thank you!  

Angel Project Donors 
 

Barb GriffithðMadison, WI 

Pat ElyðLake Carroll, IL 

FGS Membership 
 

ISGS members may subscribe to FORUM, the quarterly 

magazine of the Federation of Genealogical Societies 

(FGS) for a discounted price of $15 per year.  The dis-

count is available to ISGS members because ISGS is an 

institutional member of FGS.  Each issue contains more 

than 40 pages of articles about sources, repositories, and 

research strategies, plus reviews of new books and 

CDs.  More information is available at www.fgs.org.   

New ISGS Members 

ALPL Book Fund 
 

Oriene Springstroh  - Aurora, IL 

Missing ISGS Quarterlies 
The Illinois State Genealogical Society Archives are 

missing the following Quarterlies: 

1994 

2000 

If you have copies of these please consider donating 

them to the archives.  

Call 217/789-1968 or  

Email: ISGS office 

Illinois Legacy Online 
 

Welcome to Illinois Legacy Online. The Illinois His-

toric Preservation Agency and the Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library and Museum are proud to present 

this digital archive of significant and interesting histori-

cal materials from Illinoisô past. 

 

This resource provides digital images of thousands of 

documents from both the Henry Horner Lincoln Collec-

tion and the broader Manuscripts division of the Illinois 

State Historical Library. 

 

http://ilhpa.hpa.state.il.us/alplm/ 

http://www.fgs.org
mailto:isgs.secy@sbcglobal.net?subject=2008%20ISGS%20Fall%20Conference%20CD's
http://ilhpa.hpa.state.il.us/alplm/
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