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MEET THE BOARD MEMBERðMARY ELLEN HUETSCH 
By Lois Hanley 

 

Mary Ellen is a Director on the Board of Directors of the ISGS and is also responsible for obtaining advertising for our publications.  

She has been a member since the 1970ôs-80ôs, stopped for a while to raise a family, and rejoined three years ago.  She joined ISGS 

because she LOVES genealogy! 

 

She is a member of the St. Louis Genealogical Society, Monroe County, IL Genealogical Society, St. Clair, IL County Genealogical 

Society, the Genealogical Society of Southern IL, Freeburg Genealogical and Historical Society and the Association of Professional 

Genealogists.  She is researching the surnames Dannehold, Frank, Janson, Koenigsmark, Vogt, Scheller, Feldhaus, Schilling, 

Pohlman, and Hauptfleisch.  She has traced her Arras line back eleven generations to a castle in Germany.  Her ñbrick wallò is that 

she cannot find where her grandmother, Phillipine Gerber Doerr, died or is buried.  Those who knew her said that she died while on 

a trip visiting relatives in Perry County.  Mary Ellen would like to find a photo because she has a goal to collect photos of all of her 

great grandparents.   

 

When I asked her what she would wish for that would benefit ISGS, she responded ñan index of tombstones in cemeteries for each 

county in Illinoisò. Her biggest genealogy concern is that more young people are not involved in local societies. 

 

Mary Ellen and her husband live in Monroe County and have two sons. She taught school for 28 years and now works as a secretary 

in a law firm.  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilsgs/
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P residentôs Message ð  

             from  Carole A. McCarty 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 

 

 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies just concluded its annual conference in 

Little Rock, Arkansas.  The FGS Conference, a four-day event, was packed with 

informative sessions presented by nationally known speakers.  We walked and sat, walked and sat and walked some more until 

none of the shoes I brought felt good anymore.  The good news is the society help sessions I attended were very informative and 

energizing.  The Ancestry classes brought to light so many new features I hadnôt known about much less tried.  There will be many 

more hours spent on the computer in the near future trying out all the suggestions from the many classes that were offered. 

 

On a serious note, I need to comment on a growing problem in the genealogical community.  You may have heard about the diffi-

culties surrounding the historical records at the Library of Michigan.  The proposed legislation would abolish the Department of 

History, Arts and Libraries (HAL) at the Library of Michigan by Executive Order of the governor of Michigan. 

 

In meetings held during the Federation of Genealogical Societies/ Arkansas Genealogical Society Annual Conference in Little 

Rock this past week, the Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) initiated a petition drive in support of the Library of 

Michigan.  Please visit the www.fgs.org/rpac website to read their position. This is the first time they have exercised this option 

since 2006, something of an indicator of the seriousness with which the genealogical community views this situation. The decision 

may well have been made by the time you read this newsletter; however you will want to know what actions which affect genealo-

gists are being taken by state governments. 

 

Similarly, there was a problem surfacing in the state of Pennsylvania.  The newly enacted (2008) Open Records Act became effec-

tive January 1, 2009. The law declared that all state, county, and local government records are public unless specifically exempted. 

The law created a new Office of Open Records for Pennsylvania. To read more about it: http://openrecords.state.pa.us/portal/

server.pt .  There was a huge outpouring of public opinion which resulted in this new legislation. 

 

Finally, the World Vital Records Indexing Project is in full swing.  ISGS adopted the Northern IL Naturalization Records to index 

and Iôm pleased to announce we are over 70% finished with our project.  If you have not yet begun to index, there is still time to 

sign on.  You do not have to be a member of Ancestry.com to participate. To learn more, please visit www.ancestry.com/

worldarchivesproject.  At the FGS Conference, I learned the top 5 indexers nationwide are well over the 150,000 mark.  In fact, 

one of them has indexed over 300,000 records.  Thatôs truly remarkable!  We are not expecting you to do that ï but it all adds up, 

doesnôt it?  So far over 22.4 million records have been indexed.  All the indexes will be posted on Ancestry.com ï free for every-

one to view.  Also, please note that ISGS will receive free copies of the images we have indexed  so we can share them with our 

members online. 

 

The Illinois State Genealogical Society Conference Committee is beginning to make plans for the 2010 fall conference 
which will be held in Peoria, IL  on Saturday, October 23rd at the very historic Pere Marquette Hotel in the heart of 
downtown Peoria.   As you know, this is a day-long conference with many informative sessions during the day.   We 
are excited to announce this is the first time we have offered a Youth Workshop as part of the conference day! 
  
We'd be interested in hearing from our membership regarding topics for the conference and some of your favorite 
speakers from past ISGS conferences or other conferences you've attended.   
  
At the same time, we are anxious to hear from you if you are interested in being on the planning committee for 
2010.  These opportunities include publicity, hospitality, registration, exhibitors, door prizes and so forth. 
  
Please send your suggestions or to volunteer to help to ISGSConference@comcast.net.  Don't hold back - we know 
there are ISGS members out there who are willing to help! 

 
Warm regards, 

 

Carole McCarty 

President, Illinois State Genealogical Society 

 

http://www.fgs.org/Rpac
http://openrecords.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/open_records/4434
http://openrecords.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/open_records/4434
http://community.ancestry.com/wap/download.aspx
http://community.ancestry.com/wap/download.aspx
mailto:ISGSConference@comcast.net
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Proposed Slate ï ISGS Officers for 2009-2010 
 

President ï Carole McCarty 

Carole brings an organizational expertise to the job as she looks forward to her second full term as president. She is a member 

of Kane County Genealogical Society, Cook County Genealogical Society, Berkshire Family History Association, and 

McHenry Co. Historical Society. She is a trustee of the recently formed Goodrich Family Association. She chaired the 2005, 

2006, and 2008 ISGS conferences.  

 

1st Vice President ï Janice Fritsch 

Janice is a member of the Fox Valley Genealogical Society and the La Salle County Genealogy Guild. She recently completed 

her studies for certification with the National Institute of Genealogical Studies in Toronto (PLCGS). Janice has most recently 

served as the Finance & Budget Chair for ISGS and is the current 1st Vice President. 

 

2nd Vice President ï Michele Claypool 

Michelle has served as treasurer of ISGS and is the current 2nd Vice President. She is active in many community groups, vol-

unteering her services in the field of accounting. Michelle brings much knowledge to the ISGS board. 

 

Treasurer ï Shirley Aleguas 

Shirley is a member of the Cass and Greene County Genealogical Societies, plus several others. She has served as secretary of 

ISGS and for the past several years has served as treasurer. She has a great understanding of the needs of ISGS and contrib-

utes her expertise to several committees. Shirley currently also serves as office liaison committee chair.  

 

Recording Secretary ï Julie Tarr  

Julie is the owner of Design Write Communications, providing writing and graphic design services to medium sized busi-

nesses across the country.  She is the editor of The Association of Graveyard Rabbits online journal, as well as webmaster for 

the Letitia Green Stevenson chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and is volunteer coordinator for the Fulton 

County, IL GenWeb Project. 

 

2012 Directors 

 

Jayne Cates 

Having most recently served as a 2007-2009 ISGS Director, Jayne is a National Executive Committee member of the National 

Society of New England Women.  She also serves in many capacities with National Society Daughters of the American Revo-

lution, including work as a member of the Membership Task Force. Currently she is in the process of updating the book 

ñRevolutionary War Soldiers Buried in Illinois,ò which was published by ISGS in 1986. 

 

Joan Kitchen Murray  

Joan has served on the boards of Chicago Genealogical Society, Palatines to America Illinois Chapter, and the Illinois State 

Genealogical Society, and has co-chaired two ISGS conferences. She has been a volunteer at the NARA Great Lakes Region 

for seventeen years, as well as working for Ancestry.com for nine years as a regional representative. In addition to lecturing, 

she owns Roots2Leaves, her own archival business. 

 

Susan Pope 

Susan currently serves as Prairie Pioneer chair for ISGS.  She is on the board of the McLean County Genealogical Society 

where she is editor of their journal, Gleanings from the Heart of the Cornbelt, and webmaster of MCGS.org.  She is a member 

of several genealogical societies throughout the U.S. and has thoroughly enjoyed many research trips. 

 

Filling Unexpired Term of 2010 Director Pat Ely 

Vickie Anders 

Born and raised in Jacksonville, IL Vickie has been interested in genealogy all her life and was a regular attendee of ISGSô 

Genealogical Institute of Mid-America. She has recently retired after thirty-six years teaching elementary school  for North 

Greene School District in Hillview, Patterson, Roodhouse, and White Hall, IL. 

 

Submitted by Nominating Committee: Oriene Springstroh, Chairman; Mary Ellen Huetsch; Pat Ely; Annabelle ñJuniorò Brad-

shaw; and Ann Wells. 
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Nancy BlackburnðShorewood, IL 

Erin TomanekðWest Hills, CA 

G. Kevin DavisðCarol Stream, IL 

Flora Public LibraryðFlora, IL 

James L. & Karen FykeðEureka, IL 

Diane PrestaðKenosha, WI 

Kenneth L. KirklandðChicago, IL 

Dr. William B. ThielðOconomowog, WI 

Vickie KilroyðFarmersville, OH 

Theresa AltenbergerðAdvance, NC 

Ainsley WonderlingðLake Villa, IL 

LaSalle County Genealogical Guild 

Local AffiliateðOttawa, IL 

Elisabeth B. GatlinðLincoln Park, NJ 

Sharen S. PowellðPrinceton, IN 

Sandi McConnellðOttawa, IL 

John WeberðChicago, IL 

Penelope Kenney-ChaseðOrion, IL 

Karen LitrentaðRedondo Beach, CA 

Richard E. Andresen Jr.ðWoodstock, IL 

Linda WallinðPalatine, IL 

Acknowledging our generous  
contributors to  

ISGS and ISGS Projects!   
Thank you!  

Angel Project Donors 
 

Barb GriffithðMadison, WI 

Linda EderðElgin, IL 

New ISGS Members 

ALPL Book Fund 
Dr. Gary & Karen HargisðNorth Aurora, IL 

ñIn memory of Ruth Ann (Reiser) Stewartò 

Illinois State 
Genealogical Society 

Announces 

 

2010 Spring Archives Workshops 
 

April 10, 2010 
 

Featuring 
 

Archives Informational Tours 
 

Land Records Workshop  
by Karl Moore 

 
Military Records Workshop  

by Tina Beaird 
 

Death Certificate Research Assistance 
 
 

Watch for details and registration forms 
at the  Fall Conference  

and in  the Winter Quarterly 
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