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         Meeting Notice!
The next meeting of the Ohio Valley Chapter INSSAR will be held at 10 AM, February 2, 2008 in
the Bayard Room, Willard Library, Evansville, IN. The program will be “Civilian and Military
Flintlocks” and presented by Compatriot Dr. T. Rex Legler II.

Ohio Valley Chapter to Honor Kathryn Martin

Youth 4-H Awards
The Indiana Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (INSSAR) named Andrea Bittner as the
Vanderburgh County 4-H winner of the INSSAR Outstanding Citizenship Award for 4-H Youth.

Miss Bittner received the SAR Lapel Pin for Outstanding Citizenship from Compatriot John West, the INSSAR
State 4-H Awards Chairman. The award was presented November 2, 2007 at the 66th Vanderburgh County 4-H
Achievement Banquet at the Vanderburgh County 4-H Center. Chairman West said that Miss Bittner was active
in many community service projects and the county 4-H Junior Leader Organization.

The criteria for award selection are based on Citizenship, Leadership, and Community Service.  The INSSAR
Outstanding Citizenship Award for 4-H Youth is a recent program initiated by Compatriot West. West’s goal is
to present an award to each Indiana County’s 4-H program.

The Ohio Valley Chapter has selected Kathryn Martin as the recipient
of the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal. The award will be given at the
Chapter’s Awards Banquet on March 1, 2008

On November 6, 2005, Kathryn lost three family members, including
her two-year-old son, C.J., during a nighttime tornado that struck the
Eastbrook Mobile Home Park where she lived in Evansville, Indiana.

Kathryn is the founder of CJ’s Bus. CJ's Bus is a rapid-response self-
contained mobile recreation unit which will be deployed to disaster
sites nationwide in order to keep children distracted and entertained
in a safe group environment in the immediate aftermath phase of
natural or man-made disasters.

Kathryn also initiated the process to pass C.J.'s Law, mandating that
every mobile home manufactured in the state of Indiana be equipped
with a NOAA weather radio, which would alert residents to
impending severe weather threats. Kathryn also spearheaded the
building of a memorial park and playground at Eastbrook Mobile
Home Park where she once lived and where her family members
died.

The Bronze Good Citizenship Medal
The medal was authorized in 1895 and recognizes
persons whose achievements are noteworthy in
their school, community or state. The medal was
originally designed as a medallion, but a ribbon and
clasp were added in 1932 to convert it to a medal.
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Treasurer’s Report
Balance on Hand
August 25, 2007
$691.85

Deposits
$637.90

Expenditures
$8.54

Current Balance
November 2, 2007
$1321.21

Planned Expenditures:
State Dues $90.00
National Dues $225.00
Adopt an Eagle Donation $25.00

Non-budgeted Funds
Adopt an Eagle Fund $65.00
Color Guard Fund $20.00
Flag Fund $145.90
Newsletter Fund $22.00
Scrapbook Fund $2.00

Budgeted Funds $237.00

Last Meeting’s highlights

The Ohio Valley Chapter Color Guard starts
off the November Meeting. Pictured are John
West, Ken Gilkey, and Don Counts.

The Fall Meeting of the Ohio Valley Chapter was held
November 3, 2007 in the Bayard Room, Willard Library,
Evansville, Indiana. President Don Counts called the meeting to
order at 10 AM.

Members present were: Tom Adamson, Don Counts Tom
Payne, John Van Zandt, Robert Hall, Ken Gilkey, Graham Morey,
Chris Myers, J. D. Strouth and John West. Also present was
INSSAR Ladies Auxiliary member Peggy Gilkey.

The Color Guard consisted of Don Counts, Ken Gilkey,
and John West. Graham Morey led the Pledge of Allegiance and
the SAR Pledge.

Secretary John West read the minutes of the previous
meeting. Tom Adamson gave the Treasurer’s Report, it is
summarized on the right.

The Captain of the Guard, Ken Gilkey, gave After Action
Reports of the Color Guard’s participation in 3rd Quarter
activities, included were the Otwell, Indiana 4th of July Parade,
INSSAR State Meeting, Ft. Branch Fall Festival Parade and
Evansville Fall Festival Parade. Plans were made to man the
upcoming Veteran’s Day and Christmas Parades.

Robert Hall presented the meeting’s program “From
Jamestown to Lexington Green.” Compatriot Hall gave a lot of
information of the Jamestown Settlement. Robert always does an
excellent job on his programs and he is a pleasure to listen to.

President Don Counts oversaw the election and
installation of the 2008 Chapter Officers.

New Business included setting the Chapter’s 2008
Meeting schedule and discussion of fund raising.

The meeting was adjourned at 1 PM.

The next chapter meeting will be held February 2, 2008.

If you have something you would like to share during the
next Around the Campfire segment of the meeting, please let Don
Counts know in advance.

      "We descendants of the heroes of the
American Revolution who, by their sacrifices,
established the United States of America, reaffirm
our faith in the principles of liberty and our
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge
ourselves to defend them against every foe."
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Ohio valley chapter color guard

Ohio Valley Chapter Meeting
November 3, 2007
Don Counts, Ken Gilkey, and John
West presented the Colors at the
Chapter’s Fall Meeting.

Veterans Day Parade
Owensboro, Kentucky
November 10, 2007
Ken Gilkey, Ed Hitchcock, Chris
Myers, Paul Schoonmaker, and J. D.
Strouth paraded the Colors. Peggy
Gilkey carried the Ohio Valley
Chapter’s banner and dual member
Tom Payne carried the Lt. Robert
Moseley Chapter’s banner.

Veterans Day Parade
Madisonville, Kentucky
November 11, 2007
Don Counts, Ken Gilkey, Robert
Hall, and John Van Zandt paraded
the Colors. Banner carriers were
Betty Counts, Peggy Gilkey, and
Ruth Hall. During this parade the
group was caught in a couple of rain
showers.

Holiday Parade
Evansville, Indiana
November 17, 2007
Banner carriers were Betty Counts,
Peggy Gilkey, Ruth Hall, and Sherrie
Van Zandt. Don Counts, Ken Gilkey,
Bob Hall, Chris Myers, J. D. Strouth,
John Van Zandt, and John West
paraded the Colors.

Christmas Parade
Henderson, Kentucky
December 1, 2007
Ken Gilkey, Robert Hall, Chris
Myers, and John West paraded the
Colors. Banner carriers were Peggy
Gilkey and Ruth Hall.

Tom Payne in Owensboro, KY.

Owensboro High School JROTC.

Ed Hitchcock, Paul Schoonmaker, and Ken
Gilkey on the trolley in Owensboro, KY.

Peggy Gilkey and John West trying to
stay warm before the Christmas
Parade in Henderson, KY. Clowns at the Evansville Holiday Parade.

Ruth Hall, Robert Hall and John Van
Zandt at the Evansville Holiday Parade.

Recent Color
Guard Activities
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Chapter & Compatriot activities

First Place Trophy
John Van Zandt displays the First Place
Trophy the Ohio Valley Chapter Color
Guard won for Marching Units in the Ft.
Branch, Indiana Fall Festival Parade on
September 22, 2007.  Marching in this parade
were Don Counts, Ken Gilkey, Peggy Gilkey,
J. D. Strouth, and John West.

2008 Ohio Valley
Chapter Officers

President
Donald Counts

2nd Vice-President
Hal Kasper

Treasurer
John G. West

Genealogist
William Cook

Chaplain
Robert Hall

Captain of
the Guard
Ken. Gilkey

Webmaster
Ken Gilkey

Vice-President
Ken Gilkey

Secretary
J. D. Strouth

Registrar
 John Van Zandt

Historian
John G. West

Chancellor
James R. Son

Newsletter
Editor
Chris Myers

Thanks Tom Adamson!
We just wanted to give Tom Adamson a big
thank you for all the hard work he has done as
Treasurer for the Ohio Valley Chapter.

HAPPY RETIREMENT DON!
Don Counts poses with his retirement cake. He
retired from Deaconess Hospital this past
December.
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SAR PATRIOT BOOK
The National Society Sons of the American
Revolution is teaming up with nationally
known history book publisher, Acclaim
Press, to compile and publish a large,
hardbound, coffee table, collectors edition
book featuring biographical sketches of SAR
Members and their Patriots.

In addition to the history of our
organization, this unique book gives us the
opportunity to tell the story of these revered
Patriots and see that it is preserved for future
generations and accessible to libraries and
researchers across the nation.

Contents of the NSSAR Patriots Book:

A brief overview history of the
National Society Sons of the
American Revolution, its leaders,
milestones and accomplishments.

The History of the NSSAR
Headquarters and Research Library.

Listing of Award Winners,
Memorials and Congresses.

Complete listing of all current
Chapters and their locations.

Selected essays and articles
contributed by SAR Members.

Biographies of SAR Members and
their Patriots.

Historic photographs and
illustrations.

Research index.

A leather edition also available.

The price is $49.95.

For further information visit:
http://www.sar.org/forms/acclaim.htm

SAR Merchandise Website
The National Society Sons of the American Revolution
Merchandise Online Catalog is currently under
construction.

We apologize for any inconvenience. Our previous
website host has gone out of business and we are
currently working on a replacement. Please check back
in the near future.

To place an order, please choose on of the following
methods:
call direct at (502)589-1779 Exts: 11 or 13
FAX: (502)589-1671
Email: <merchandise@sar.org>

In Remembrance…
Robert “Bob” Wilson Brown, age 78, passed away
Thursday, January 10, 2008, in Terre Haute, Indiana.

He was a resident of Cannon Inn and had been living
in Terre Haute for the past 2 years. Prior to Terre
Haute, he had established a home and family in
Newburgh, Indiana for over 35 years.

Bob was born on February 13, 1929, and raised in
Carbondale, Illinois. He was an accomplished athlete in
high school and college. He was offered scholarships to
many large universities but chose to attend Southern
Illinois University in Carbondale, achieving a degree in
Geology. He was always known as an outdoorsman
and nature lover. He was employed for many years
with companies drilling for oil in Canada and the
northern United States

He is a veteran of the United States Army, serving in
the Korean War.

Burial will be in Rose Hill Cemetery in Newburgh.

- Evansville Courier, January 19, 2008.

Bulletin board
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2008
February 2nd  Ohio Valley Chapter Meeting. Willard Library, Evansville, Indiana. 10 AM.

Program “Civilian and Military Flintlocks” by Dr. T. Rex Legler II.

February 21st NSSAR Spring Leadership Meeting. Louisville, Kentucky.

March 1st Ohio Valley Chapter Awards Banquet. Sirloin Stockade, Evansville, Indiana. 11:30 AM.

April 19th Indiana Society SAR Annual Meeting. Ball State University Alumni Center, Muncie, Indiana.
Registration will begin at 9 AM with the meeting to follow at 9:30 AM. A block of rooms has
been reserved for Friday, April 18th at the  Fairfield Inn, Muncie.

May 17th Ohio Valley Chapter Meeting. Willard Library, Evansville, Indiana. 10 AM.
Program “Daniel Guthrie” by Ed Hitchcock.

July 5th NSSAR Annual Congress. Hyatt Regency Hotel. Sacramento, California.

July 20th Indiana Society SAR House of Delegates Meeting.  Hosted by the Kosciuszko Chapter,
Warsaw, Indiana.

August 16th  Ohio Valley Chapter Meeting. Willard Library, Evansville, Indiana. 10 AM.
Program “My Adoption” by Becky West.

September 25th NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting. Louisville, Kentucky.

November 1st Ohio Valley Chapter Meeting. Willard Library, Evansville, Indiana. 10 AM.
Program “Rock and Fossil Collection” by John West.

2009
January Indiana Society SAR House of Delegates Meeting.  Hosted by the Daniel Guthrie Chapter,

Bedford, Indiana.

February 26th NSSAR Spring Leadership Meeting. Louisville, Kentucky.

July NSSAR Annual Congress. Atlanta, Georgia.

September 24th NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting. Louisville, Kentucky.

Future NSSAR Annual Congresses:
2010 Cleveland, Ohio (pending approval)
2011 Winston-Salem, North Carolina
2012  Phoenix, Arizona
2013  Kansas City, Missouri

Calendar of upcoming events
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The  Posey/Vanderburgh  Chapter  of  the  Indiana  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution conducted its
organizational meeting in Evansville, Indiana on May 6, 1969. Alfred A. Kiltz was elected as the first President
and Gordon S. “Bish” Thompson was elected as the first Secretary.

On June 21, 2003, the Chapter amended the Constitution and changed its name to the Ohio Valley Chapter.

The Current Officers are:

President Don Counts Vice President Ken Gilkey
Secretary J. D. Strouth 2nd Vice President Hal Kasper
Registrar John Van Zandt Treasurer John West
Chancellor James R. Son Genealogist  William Cook
Chaplain Robert Hall Historian John West
Webmaster Ken Gilkey Newsletter Editor Chris Myers
Capt. of the Guard Ken Gilkey

Contact the Ohio Valley Chapter INSSAR
by writing or e-mailing:

DON COUNTS
549 E. PARKLAND AVE
EVANSVILLE, IN. 47711
<dcounts@insightbb.com>

Visit the Chapter’s website at:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~inovcsar

THE ARSENAL
CHRIS MYERS, EDITOR
1701 S. FAIRLAWN AVE
EVANSVILLE, IN 47714-3711



The Ohio Valley Chapter, Indiana Society of
the Sons of the American Revolution and

Chapter President, Don Counts, invites you and
your guests to our Annual Awards Banquet.

     The Awards Banquet will be held at the Sirloin
Stockade, 4601 Bellemeade Ave., Evansville, IN.

               Buffet $939 (Seniors 60+ $889) plus Drink
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Dress Code: Sports Coat—Tie Optional

SAR Men please wear SAR Medals & Awards

DAR Ladies please wear DAR Insignia & SAR Medals

March 1, 2008
Luncheon at 11:30 AM
Awards Program about 12:30 PM

Phone: (812) 422-1792
Email: dcounts@insightbb.com

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 27, 2008
Don Counts
549 E. Parkland Ave.
Evansville, IN 47711

AWARDS BANQUET

The Color Guard will Present the Colors.
There will be a display of the Ohio Valley

Chapter's trophies, photos, and  scrapbook.


