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EARLY SETTLERS OF BLACKFORD AND WELLS COUNTIES

It's finished and if I must say so my
self it looks great...as of this mo-
ment (November 1) 30 have been
sold.

I would like to personally thank
Linda Thomas and Mickey Jones
for all the work they put into the
completion of this book, without
Linda I could never have com-
pleted all the editing and indexing
and typing and blood sweat and
tears used on this project. The cost
of $40.00 will help cover the loss
on the Will books (we haven’t sold
them all) and perhaps give us the
incentive to tackle another project
of the same magnitude. The cost is
$40.00 for members $45.00 for
non- member plus $5.00 for ship-
ping.

Order now for Christmas, don’t be
disappointed. If you didn’t get a
copy of the Wells County Will In-
dex it would make a great compan-

ion for the Early Set-
tlers book.

Next Meeting

will be at the Wells
County Library on

November 15

at 10 AM. Tom

Stogdill will be the
speaker. Tom is a edu-
cator for the Church of
the Latter Day Saints
and will be giving many
helpful ideas on re-
search.

The election of officers
will be held at the No-
vember meeting as per
our constitution and by-
laws. The offices of
President and Vice
President will not be
vote on this year since

Workshops at Wells County Library

the change in our Con-
stitution and By-Laws to
serving two year terms
Is in effect. The offices
of Secretary and Treas-
ure will be elected this
year. Estelline Suman is
the current Treasure and
has ask to be replaced.
Blanch Bennett has held
the office of Secretary
for several years and due
to her health was relin-
quished earlier this year
and Kathy Davis has
been filling in. If you
have a desire to be
nominated for election
to one of these offices
please contact Nelly
Sleppy, 260-694-6290.

membership application were picked up by
those who attended. The Workshop was very
well presented and | want to thank those who
helped. If you would like to help next spring
please contact Connie Brubaker (260-543-2423
or cbrubaker@onlyinternet.net) The workshop
is about 1 hour and 45 minutes and each session
is 7-10 minutes long. So you don’t have to talk
very long at all. We will use the same material in
the spring as we have in the sessions this fall.
Unless we are ask for more advanced work-
shop. It is very hard to give all the information
in the short time allotted.

BLACKFORD WELLS GENEALOGY
SOCIETY has presented two workshops
for the Wells county library. The first on
Sept 25 and the second on Oct 9. Both
workshops were well attended (limit of
20) and we have been ask to do two more
this fall and perhaps 2-4 in the spring.
The following members were involved in
presenting the Workshop: Linda Thomas,
Kathy Davis, Cami Mount, Connie
Brubaker, Nelly Sleppy, and Tom Stogdill.
Many thinks to all of these people. Many
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Date: ca January 1878
Typed as written.

J.I. MCGREW KILLS KIT-
TEN KRETZER

Three shots Fired by Each
Party.

Coroner’s Inquest and
Full Particalars

To get into the true inwardness
of the shooting affray which
occurred in Montpelier last Fri-
day, it is necessary to go back to
the 14th of September, 1876. A
man by the name of Jas. Stroup,
living a few miles from Montpe-
lier, had left a watch at H.C.
Wallace’s for repairs and that
day got the watch, and also had
purchased three pieces of dress
goods of J. I. McGrew. He had
become drunk and exhibited his
money which amounted to
about $15, and in the evening
started home but only got to
Baker & Nail’s Sawmill where
he laid down and slept for some
time. When he awoke he found
he had been robbed of his
money, goods and watch. The
next day he sent word to
McGrew and Wallace to watch
for goods. Since that time two
dresses have been seen worn
and other evidences which at-
tracted suspicion to Mart
Timmons and H.S. Spaulding,
but the watch was not seen until
New Years, when Wm Leonard
too it to H.C. Wallace for re-
pairs and he at once recognized
it as the one taken from Stroup.
They traced the watch back and
found that Mart Timmons
claimed to have owned it at one
time. Deputy Prospector Wil-
liams and E. Pierce were sent
for and three search warrants
issued on Thursday last. One
for H.S. Spaulding’s house, one
for Mart Timmons, and one for
Kitten Kreutzer. At the firsta
dress, recognized as the goods
taken from Stroup was found,
and at Mart Timmons’ a piece
of Flannel containing about 15
yards, claimed to have been
taken from J.T. Arnold’s store
last February and at Kreutzer's

MURDER IN MONTPELIER
(SOURCE UNKNOWN) submitted by June A Shrock

nothing was found. Spaulding
and Timmons were arrested and
their trial set for Friday. ON
Friday the trials were continued
until Tuesday. The fact that
McGrew had sworn out the war-
rant for Kreutzer made him
more angry, and he expressed his
determination to kill him on
Thursday night. Since McGrew
was robbed in October last he
has been the object of their ha-
tred and several times his life has
been threatened, mostly by
Kreutzer. He had often accused
Kreutzer of being implicated in
taking of his goods and Kreutzer
denied it all the time. Twice dur-
ing the fall a wagon was stopped
between Hartford City and
Montpelier by a number of men
in hopes of catching McGrew.
Thus he had been harassed in his
business and in his social life
until late it has been considered
unsafe for him to be out after
dark. On New Years’ night
McGrew’s watch dog was killed
in front of the store, and on
Wednesday night Kreutzer and
John Hartley attempted to place
the body of the dog on the
porch in front of the store.
McGrew fired several shots at
them and captured Hartley. ON
Thursday night Kreutzer told J.
E. Williamson he would sooner
kill McGrew than to Kill his dog,
and the law was all that had
saved him. The same evening he
wanted to sell McGrew's body to
Dr. John Ranson saying it would
be good subject to operate upon,
and the next morning while on
his way to town he told a
neighbor that there would be a
man Killed in town that day.
McGrew was made acquainted
with the situation and prepared
himself for defense. About 11
o’clock McGrew was called to
the Squire’s office as a witness in
the case of H. S. Spaulding,
when he got near the Commer-
cial House and Kreutzer was
talking insultingly about the dog
McGrew asked him “ why he
wanted to steal him? He would
not make good sausage meat.”
Kreutzer said he would make

McGrew told him he would hunt him
down. With an oath Kreutzer drew
his revolver, McGrew realizing it was
life or death for him, drew his re-
volver and fired. The two shots were
almost simultaneous , McGrew’s ball
struck Kreutzer in the abdomen and
passed through to his spine cutting
off the main artery. Kreutzer clasped
his hands to his abdomen and ex-
claimed , “ McGrew you have shot
me, | am a dead man,” and then he
started towards Crossau’s store door
and McGrew started towards Squires
office. Kreutzer turned and started
toward McGrew, fired two shots and
fell in the street. They fired three
shots each, McGrew was not touched
more than to have the dust raised off
his coat by the first shot of Kreutzer.
Kreutzer was carried to the Commer-
cial House and laid on the lounge
where he died in about one half hour
afterward. A coroner’s inquest was
held and the following evidence given:

Frank Maddoc, being of duty sworn,
on his oath days: The he is acquainted
with the deceased Kitten Kreutzer. |
was standing on the corner by Cros-
san’s store, saw McGrew and
Kreutzer shooting at each other,
Heard Kreutzer say—putting his hand
upon his stomach-"McGrew you have
shot me, | am a dead man.” I saw one
other shot fired from McGrew and
heard the report of one, supposed to
be from him, from the north side of
the street. F.C. Maddox

Chas. A. Raines, being duly sworn,
upon oath says: | was standing on the
corner by Crossan’s store and saw Jas.
I. McGrew and Kitten Kreutzer
shooting at each other, was Kreutzer
turn around and say “ McGrew you
have shot me, | am a dead Man.” He
walked to the store door, turned and
shot at McGrew. | saw McGrew
shoot at Kreutzer twice and heard
two other reports supposed by me to
be from Kreutzer.

Chas. A. Rainer

Jas. W. Kinsdbury, being duly sworn,
upon his oath says: | am acquainted
with the deceased Kitten Kreutzer, |
was McGrew and Kreutzer shooting
at each other, Kreutzer was standing
in front of El. Crossan’s store,
McGrew was standing on the side
walk about two-thirds of the way

BLACKFORD WELLS TRACER

across the sidewalk on the
north side of the street leading
east and west when he fired at
Kreutzer, who put his hands on
his bowls and said” McGrew
you have shot me, | am a dead
man.” Hethen turned and
walked to Crossan'’ s store door
turned around and shot two
other shots at McGrew and fell
in the street. Mr. McGrew shot
three shots that | know of, all
of which occurred in the town
of Montpelier, Blackford
county and State of Indianaon
the 4th day of January 1878.

Jas. W. Kingsbury
Montpelier, Ind. Jan. 8, 1878

Therest of the store next news
letter. Was McGrew guilty of
Murder???? Or was it self de-
fense???
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Membership
dues are due Janu-
ary 1, 2004. Be sure
to send in your dues
on time or early so
you can receive the
next exciting edition
of the Tracer..

Single membership
is $10.00.

Family Membership
( must live in the
same household)
$15.00. See address
on front.
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Articles for the news letters
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In the last news letter | ask for each member to send just one article for the news letter and that should be
enough to fill the news letter for awhole year.. Well apparently we only have 4 members since that is all
the articles | have received. Now come on folks surely you can come up with an obituary or news paper ar-
ticle or even a Family tree for the news letter. Y ou have worked so hard on your family why not share some
of the neat stuff about them. Send those articles either by email or snail mail to Connie Brubaker, 7077N-
100W Uniondale, IN 46791 or cbrubaker@onlyinternet.net or call me at 260-543-2423.

Mildred Henley is
106 year old Happy Birthday

My deepest apology to our oldest member Mildred
Lucille Henley...I cut out the article to use in the new let-
ter and here | am ready to use it and | cannot find it. |
think | have an article snatcher living in my computer
room. So hereis my happy birthday to Lucille( Mildred)

Happy Birthday

BPEPSIEIEOERE

In Memory of Lillie Harris

Lillie Harris, 83

Lillie L. Harris, 83, of Keystone,
died at 7:50 a.m. Sunday October 5 at Ad-
ams County Memorial Hospital in Decatur.

Born in Bluffton on July 22, 1920
to William M. and Flossie G Carter Alber-
son, she married Roy M. Harris on May 18,
1940; he died Feb. 10, 1994. A 1938 gradu-
ate of Petroleum High School, she was a
homemaker and a member of Daughters of
the Union Veterans and the Blackford
Wells Genealogy Society.

She is survived by a daughter, Ann
Wheeler of Keystone, two grandchildren; a
sister-in-law, Norma Alberson of Key-
stone. She was preceded in death by four

brothers, Clyde, Milo, Raleigh and
Kenneth Alberson.

Visitation will be held
Tuesday from 2-8 p.m. at the
Glancy Funeral Homes Walker
Chapel in Montpelier. Services are
scheduled for Wednesday at 10:30
am. at the funeral home with
Rev. Gene Betts officiating. Bur-
ial will be in Stahl Cemetery in
Bluffton.

Lillie was a long time
member and has been active in
the Society until the last 3— 4
years. She had great knowledge of
the histories of the two counties.

alr

Lillie was a Charter mem-
ber of the Society also.

We extend our sympathy
to her family.

Membership dues

are due January 1, 2004
Single membership
$10.00

Family (must live in the

same household) $15.00
Send $ to Blackford
Wells Genealogy Society
P.O. Box 54, Bluffton,
IN 46714
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I have some very exciting news
for you. The book...

The Godfroy's:

Wea & Miami Indians & Their French Fam i-
lies, A History & Genealogy Throughout
Time.

Volume - | Genealogy
ISNOW IN PRINT & READY TO SHIP
OuT!

Please send your payment of:
$45.00 each, plus S&H

S&H - $8.00 USA

T0:

BrendalLindley

715 Park Ave.

Lafayette, Indiana 47904
765-447-71797

Please mark your checks and envelopes
"GODFROY BOOK ORDER™

ABOUT THE BOOK:

A book series of this magnitude has never before
been published on the Wea Indians, their families,
and their history! Never before has this much in-
formation been located in any source dealing with
the Wea Indians !

It promises to be one of the most comprehensive
multiple volume reference works available on the
history and People of the Waayaahtanwa (Wea)
ever published ! Many families and references to
the Miami & other Tribes as well !

Because of the depth, historical and genealogical
content contained in this book the Wea Indian
Tribe has consented to sponsor the publication of
this book as a part of their Educational Program.
This book has been in the making for going on 10
years ! It covers a time span for history & geneal-
ogy from 1663 - 2000, the oldest Wea Ancestor
thus far was born ca. 1580, and with a brief period
going back to 1066 ! Many documents, pictures
and maps presented will be copies of the originals.
Take a sneak PREVIEW and look at "some" of the
content thatis included in Volume-I of this book.
First printing of Volume-I has been limited to 60
copies. Future copies will be printed as finances
allow, and will be announced. There will be a
"limited number" of signed copies available to the
public.

Soft Back - 398 pages, and weighs 3
pounds!

CONTENTS - VOLUME ONE:

CH. 1- INTRODUCTORY - GODFROY SURNAME
LISTING

CH. 2- GODFROY ANCESTOR'S AND DESCEN-
DANTS

CH. 3- DESCENDANTS OF
COUCK

CH. 4- ANCESTOR'S OF LISA
REGNER AND MARY
HOLTSCLAW

CH. 5- ANCESTOR'S OF
LYNNE PETT

CH. 6 - DESCENDANTS OF
WEA CHIEF YELLOW BEA-
VER

CH. 7- DESCENDANTS OF
OSANDIAH, SOLIDER,
DIXON, AND MESHINGO-
MESIA

CH. 8 - WEA COUCK,
MITESBAMEGS8KSE, LaF-
LEUR, LeVEILLEE &
BELANGER

CH. 9- RIVARRE, LITTLE
TURTLE, WELLS, GRIGGS,
AND HACKLEY

CH. 10 - DESCENDANTS OF
IRVIN C. FERRIS

CH. 11 - ANCESTOR'S OF
JAMES "JIM" R. GROLEAU
CH. 12-P.D.H.R. CERTIFI-
CATES & OTHER DOCU-
MENTS.

SAMPLE OF WHAT YOU
WILL FIND IN VOLUME
ONE:

FAMILY PHOTOS

INDIAN NAMES IN ARCHIVE
DOCUMENTS

SOME MICROFILM PRO-
DUCTIONS

SOME INDIAN ANNUITIES &
PAY ROLLS & CENSUS of the
WEA & MIAMI

FRENCH SURNAME VARIA-
TIONS

GODFROY SURNAME LIST
WEA & MIAMI INDIAN SUR-
NAME LIST

SOME OLD NEWSPAPER AR-
TICLES

CITIZEN PEORIA LIST &
DOCUMENTS

INDIAN LANDS FROM LAND
OFFICE DATABASE RE-
CORDS

LIST OF WEA PEOPLE AND
PROOF

SOME CEMETERIES & BUR-
IAL GROUNDS
GENEALOGICAL DOCU-
MENTS & COMPLETE GENE-
ALOGY FOR THE WHOLE

BLACKFORD WELLS TRACER

TIME PERIOD

SOME BIRTH, MARRIAGE
& DEATH DOCUMENTS &
LISTINGS

AND MORE!!

UPCOMING VOL -
UMES TO BE RE-

LEASED:
VOLUME - 11 COM-
PLETE WEA HISTORY
VOLUME - 111 DOCU-
MENTS & ARCHIVES

INVOICE
Date: 11/1/2003 Invoice No.
000??
Book No. to be determined
IF & after sale.

FROM: TO:

Brenda K. Lindley Will be
filled in IF & after sale
Author/Publisher/Seller
715 Park Ave.

Lafayette, Indiana 47904
LtLBearWmn@aol.com
765-447-7797

BOOKTITLE:

THE GODFROY'S:

Wea & Miami Indians &
Their French Families;
A History & Genealogy
Throughout Time

Vol- | Genealogy

Author: Brenda K. Haffner
Lindley

*kkkkhkkkkhkk

Blackford County
Research:

Just a reminder that we will
no longer be doing research
for Blackford County until
someone comes forward and
volunteers to do the research.
If you are willing to do the
research for the Blackford
County queries Please contact
Connie at the address on

page 3. Thanks for your help.
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Early Settlers of Blackford and Wells Counties Wills of Wells County  Order form

Order form Name

Name Address

Address Number of books

Number of books Price of books plus shipping  $15.00 + $5.00 shipping
Price of books plus shipping

Members $40.00+ $5.00

Non Members $45.00 + $5.00 shipping
Send to : Blackford Wells Genealogy Society, P.O. box 54, Bluffton, IN 46714

Or pick up at Pages from the Attic, one mile north of Uniondale on Co RD 100 W

Blackford Wells Genealogy Society
P.O. Box 54
Bluffton, IN 46714



