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Our Elder Statesman, Larry Tibbetts makes an eloquent 
statement to the residents in support of SHSô Warrant 

Article.  (Photos by the Editor) 

 
Harland Bragg, front, Donald & Nancy Robbins, 2

nd
 row and 

Louis & Cheryl Fontaine, 3
rd
 row are among the listeners.

 

A Banner Day for the S idney Historical Society  

By Charlotte Sawtelle 

 
Sidneyôs Town Meeting, held on Saturday, 
March 21, 2009, was a milestone for the 
Sidney Historical Society.  Our request for 
necessary start-up funds received a 
resounding endorsement from the 145 or 
more voters in attendance (a turnout far 
exceeding those of recent years). 
 

Dennis Tiltonôs motion to pass Article 33, 
and Bill Sawtelleôs second, preceded short 
but eloquent speeches by Larry Tibbetts,  
Art Ray, Joan Blethen, and Peggi Loveless 
regarding the value and need for a historical 
society in Sidney.  No opposition was 
voiced, and the vote was unanimous. 
 

As it turned out, the day was about far more 
than Article 33 and the $5,000 entrusted to 
us by the voters.  The financial support, as 
important as it was and is, was eclipsed by 
the warmth with which the new Sidney 
Historical Society was received. 

An outstanding feature of the day resulted 
from Sharon Tiltonôs stellar and ambitious 
idea to set up a three-room historical 
display.  The idea, which stemmed from a 
conversation with Orland Bean, was 
enhanced in early February by Sharon, 
Joan Blethen, and Patty Bragg and then 
brought to the very supportive general 
membership.  As a result, a group of SHS 
members met on Friday at the James H. 
Bean School, carrying everything from 
furniture and books to historical information 
and kitchen implements.  Guided by 
Sharonôs vision and awe-inspiring 
organizational skills, the enthusiastic group 
transformed the assorted items into a 
remarkable walk-through display of Sidneyôs 
history.  An interesting sidelight is that 
members, as they were leaving the school 
on Friday evening, surveyed the display 
area for gaps and then showed up on 
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Contacts: 
 

Chair:  Joan D. Blethen 
  547-3716 
  jblethen@roadrunner.com 
 

Vice-Chair: Roberta Drummond 
  465-3706 
  robertadrummond@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Donna-Mae Bean 
  547-3894 
  aprilsdotr@fairpoint.net 
 

Treasurer: Simone Kramer 
  547-3142 
  sfkramer@fairpoint.net 
 

 

Calendar:   
 

24 Mar 2009:  Maine Hist. Soc. Library reopened. 
 

31 Mar 2009:  Caring for Historical Records, Maine 
State Library, 9-4, $30 fee, space limited. 
 

2 Apr 2009:  SHSô Dan Mitchell will discuss how to 
identify the age of your home, Sidney 2

nd
 Baptist 

Church, 7:30 PM 
 

27 Apr 2009:  Protecting Your Collection from Pests, 
(Maine Archives & Museums) at Good Will-Hinckley, 
9-3, $10 fee. 
 

30 Apr 2009:  SHS First Annual Meeting, 2
nd

 Baptist 
Church, 5:30 PM potluck dinner, 6:30 PM mtg. 
 

 

Recent Events:  
 

KHS and Taconnet Library bldgs. each recently 
suffered water damage.  No books or files lost. 
 

Paul Aldrich (21 Feb 09) ï informed and 

entertained SHS  with his discovery of ancestors 

in a little-known and poorly identified cemetery in 
a remote part of Sidney. 
 

Malta War (18 Mar 09) ï George OôConnor 
detailed the cause and effect of the Malta War at 
the Kennebec Historical Society HQ in Augusta. 
 

Oak Grove (19 Mar 09) ï Several former 
teachers regaled us with the highs (plus 
shenanigans) of private education at the Oak 
Grove School.  Sidneyôs Ruth Mendall who was 
unable to attend this event, was a Latin teacher 
there in the 1970ôs and was remembered by all 
the speakers. 
 

Guest Editorial:  by Sharon Tilton 

The transformation of the James H. Bean 
School Cafeteria began at 3:30 p.m., Friday, 
March 20, 2009.  Thanks to many dedicated, 
creative-thinking SHS volunteers, within a 
period of four short hours this space became 
a showcase of artifacts representing many 
Sidney families. 

Our "Rooms with a View" included a kitchen 
pantry, a parlor, and a school room bedecked 
with period furniture, many loaned pieces of 
sundry items, with a scattering of fresh 
flowers. Townspeople attending the 2009 
Annual Town Meeting were greeted with a 
display that beckoned and charmed all who 
had the pleasure of viewing it. 

Our display included the following: SHS 
bookmarks distributed for use in the Town 
Reports, a scrapbook of historical news 
clippings, copies of newsletters, membership 
pamphlets, a photo album, an informational 
display board, and a display case which 
included acquired and donated items to date. 

What more could you ask for?  Well...food of 
course!  SHS volunteers donated donuts and 
muffins to be sold with coffee before, during 
and after the Town Meeting ended. 

Over 140 people were in attendance on this 
day, March 21.  We seemed to have 
captured much interest in the goals of the 
Sidney Historical Society:  to represent 
ourselves as a group interested in town 
history, to be a resource for preservation, 
identification, documentation and education 
and research.  The fruits of our labor were 
evident from the beginning as many Sidney 
residents lingered, sat comfortably, and 
asked questions about our newly-formed 
organization. 

We thank all SHS volunteers for their 
involvement during the past weekend.  The 
planning, set-up, display, and take-down 
went smoothly and all participants came in 
the true spirit of commitment to the common 
cause of "making a grand statement". 
 

 

Policy Statement:  We intend to produce a periodical with content and appearance worthy of your highest approval.  We seek your 

input of relevant stories, manuscripts, announcements, old articles, photographs, and briefs.  To ensure that this publication serves the 
best interests of the Sidney Historical Society, the editors reserve the right to accept or reject materials provided, as well as the right to 
edit for content, clarity, format and space available.  SHS reserves the right to publish, to delay publishing, or to re-publish materials in 
an alternative format.
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Saturday morning with just the right finishing 
touches.  The teamwork and the 
camaraderie were seamless. 
 

The reward for hard work was seeing 
townspeople enjoying the exhibit and 
exclaiming over the historical information 
and furnishings as they walked through the 
schoolroom, kitchen, and parlor settings and 
examined items at the display table.  Copies 
of the latest SHS newsletter, generously 
donated by Sharon and Dennis Tilton, as 
well as informational brochures and 
bookmarks provided by Bill and Charlotte 
Sawtelle, were well-received by residents 
attending the meeting. 
 

A highlight of the exhibit was a huge 
scrapbook filled with clippings of Sidneyôs 
history, collected over many years by 
Evelyn Bragg, Wayneôs mother, and  

painstakingly copied and assembled by 
Patty Bragg.  It was heartwarming to see 
residents, young and older, sitting in the 
ñparlor,ò engrossed in the memories 
contained in that book. 
 

At the end of an eventful day, a number of 
members stayed to dismantle the display.  
By about 6 p.m., with the place spotless, the 
ñSHS vehicle brigadeò delivered the last of 
the display items to their proper homes.   
 

In one day, this fledgling organization, 
peopled by enthusiastic, hardworking, and 
talented members, received tremendous 
support from and provided something truly 
meaningful for our Sidney friends and 
neighbors.   
 

What a day!  And weôre just getting started!

 
L-R:  Sharon Tilton, Donna-Mae Bean, Beth Golding & Charlotte 

Sawtelle preparing display items on Friday before Town Meeting. 

 

 
Carmen Bedard speaking with Bill Sawtelle in  the foreground 

with several residents admiring a  portion of the SHS display. 

  

 
L-R:  Joan Cote, Alice Knapp, Jean Butler & Georgia Peet relaxing 

on the Eastlake Parlor set while reminiscing over a scrapbook of 

news items. 

 

 

The Kitchen Crew supported the coffee crowd and put on a grand 

luncheon.  L-R:  Betsy Campbell, Sandy Tibbetts, Caroline Gile, 

Patty Bragg, Stacie Higgins (red), Charlotte Higgins (green), 
Bonnie Higgins (white), Debbie Kling (eyes only). 
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At Your Leisure:   Accessing Books Online  
By Kathy Bolduc Amoroso, Maine Memory Network 

(Article first appeared in Maine Historical Societyôs magazine Spring 2009. Reprinted here with permission.) 
 

When researching families, it's often difficult to travel to the source. The Internet now offers access to 
library books from the comfort of oneôs home. Listed here are two sources to find books online at no 
cost, 24 hours a day. 
 

First  is Google Books. Their goal: "to make it easier for people to find relevant books ï specifically, 
books they wouldn't find any other way such as those that are out of print ï while carefully respecting 
authors' and publishers' copyrights." Itôs great for finding town histories or genealogies.  

¶ Go to www.google.com; click on the "More" link at the top, click on "Books," begin the search. 
Some books have full views (every page scanned), others have snippets or no view (due to 
copyright restrictions).  

¶ Search for a surname and location to see what comes up. You might find a book you didn't 
know existed, or it may contain an important clue. If the whole book canôt be viewed, click "Find 
this Book in a Library" which will list libraries that carry that book. Try requesting it through 
interlibrary loan from your local library.  

¶ If the full view is available, download the book to your computer. Pages can be printed as 
needed. With a Google account, the book can be added to your virtual library. 

 

 
 

Editorôs Note:  One example we found using the search term ñSidney Maineò in Google Books.   This screen 
shot is relevant to J.T. Woodward, who was discussed in the Feb. ó09 issue of the SHS Newsletter. 

 

Second is the Family History Archive at http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/. The archive includes histories of 
families, county and local histories, how-to books on genealogy, genealogy magazines and periodicals 
(including some international), medieval books (including histories and pedigrees), and gazetteers.  

¶ Searching by surname, author, or title will result in a list of all the qualifying books.  

¶ Browse each book, or search within its text. There are books here that are not available from 
any other site.  

 

Several sites are accessible through local libraries or by subscription, such as Heritage Quest Online, 
GenealogyBank.com and Ancestry.com.  They offer even more books but finding free resources can be 
especially rewarding!  


