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The fanlight over the front entrance of this cape at 3435 
West River Road, former home of Tim & Rachel Williams, is 
an example of the Federal style which lasted from roughly 
1790-1840.  This cape is "high posted" at the corners, and 
may be dated toward the later end of the Federal period. 

 

 

With its "temple front" entrance at the gable end, the 
residence of Norman Poulin at 2426 West River Road is 

indicative of the Greek Revival style, which was common in 
America from about 1820-1870.  The collapsing barn at right 

was originally a church. 
 

(Photos & Descriptions Provided by Dan Mitchell)

  

How Old is That House?  
 

By Charlotte Sawtelle 
 

 

On April second, 2009, Sidney Historical 
Society and community members were 
treated to an excellent presentation 
designed to answer that very question.  

SHS  member Dan Mitchell, a field 

carpenter for Restoration Resources, a 
home restoration company, delivered a very 
interesting and educational talk about 
identifying old houses. 
 

Referring to an informative handout, Dating 
Building Features by Physical Evidence, he 
showed images of old houses (with 
emphasis on homes in Sidney) and 
highlighted the distinguishing features of 
each one that placed it in its approximate 
historical period and style. Old nails,  

hardware, hand planes, and suggested 
books were passed around for all to 
examine.  In addition, the handout included 
helpful resources for further study. 
 

Danôs invitation to participate in the 
discussion elicited many spirited and 
enlightening comments from members of 
the audience, especially those with 
memories of or connections to the featured 
homes.  In addition to enjoying Danôs well-
prepared talk, we now have an enhanced 
appreciation for the architectural details that 
characterize homes of various periods and 
for the way such buildings help to illustrate 
Sidneyôs history.   
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Home Page  
 

Contacts: 
 

President: Joan D. Blethen 
  547-3716 
  jblethen@roadrunner.com 
 

Vice-Pres: Roberta Drummond 
  465-3706 
  robertadrummond@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Vacant 
   

   
 

Treasurer: Simone Kramer 
  547-3142 
  sfkramer@fairpoint.net 
 

 

Calendar: 
 

6 Jun 2009:  Sidney Bog Tour w/ Don Robbins.  
Details to be announced. 
 

6 & 7 Jun 2009:  Civil War Living History & 
Reenactment @ Washburn-Norlands in Livermore.  
Gates open at 9 AM.  $7 entry fee.  See 
http://www.norlands.org/events.html for schedule. 
 

17 Jun 2009:  Kennebec County Bottlers and Their 
Bottles. Speaker: Sam Fuller. 6:30 p.m. Location: 
KHS HQ, 107 Winthrop Street, Augusta, ME 
 

29 Jun 2009:  (Tentative)  SHS  supporter Amy 

Stevens is coming to Maine & has offered to speak 
to a joint mtg. of SHS and OAHS re the Delano 
family.  (Can you find Delano Brook?)  See 
Acquisitions in Apr. ô09 Newsletter. 
 

 

Recent Events:  
 

Sidney Historical Society held its 1st Annual 
Meeting on 30 April 09.  Officers and 
Directors were elected.  Standing Committee 
members were appointed.  It was decided to 
schedule monthly meetings on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month. The deadline for 
dues payments was set as the date of the 
next business meeting ï 14 May 09.  

 IS THIS  Y OUR  LAST NEWSLETTER?   
To continue receiving this Newsletter and to 

support SHS  efforts, see Page 11 for a 

membership application form.  Please submit 
yours today! 
 

Editorial : 
 

Another Milestone has been reached in the 

development of the SHS .  At our first Annual 

Meeting, we elected officers and a board of 
directors.  You will note from the vacancy shown 
under Contacts at left, that we were unable to find 
a member willing to shoulder the burden of the 
Secretaryôs position.  During the first seven 
months of organization, the tasks attached to that 
position were overwhelming.  Perhaps we need to 
re-think the scope of assignments there. 
 

One bane of a small organization is the limited 
pool of volunteers.  Note, for example, that no one 
ran opposed for any slot.  Note too that we have 
relatives of the first degree serving in leadership 
positions.  Perhaps this will be addressed in the 
forth-coming Policies and Procedures Manual. 
 

Many of us attending the Annual Meeting were 
uncomfortable with the proceedings regarding 
Committee appointments.  At the next business 
meeting held on 14 May, this misstep was 
corrected.  Chairpersons will now go forth and 
populate their committees. 
 

Meanwhile, during this first election year it is 
unclear whoôs on first.  The Bylaws call for two 
Board members to hold two-year terms and two 
members to hold three-year terms.  Our slate did 
not differentiate so that we know who will serve in 
which position.  It appears that we need to re-visit 
that portion of the election. 
 

Mixed Signals ï All of us left the Annual meeting 
thankful that the Fund Raising Committee is so 
enthusiastic and thorough. But many of us 
believed the membership approved a scaled-

down version of their proposed Sidney 
Historical Days  event, i.e., an antique car and 

tractor show with BBQ, would still be held on their 
proposed August date.  Imagine our surprise 
when we later heard it was cancelled!   
 

Officersô liability insurance may be difficult to 
obtain with an inactive Auditing Committee. 
 

Bean School ï We recently met Principal Nancy 

Reynolds. She noted that SHS  qualifies for free 

use of meeting space. See Linda Clifford or Linda 
Bard for a key. 
 
 

Policy Statement:  We intend to produce a periodical with content and appearance worthy of your highest approval.  We seek your 

input of relevant stories, manuscripts, announcements, old articles, photographs, and briefs.  To ensure that this publication serves the 
best interests of the Sidney Historical Society, the editors reserve the right to accept or reject materials provided, as well as the right to 
edit for content, clarity, format and space available.  SHS reserves the right to publish, to delay publishing, or to re-publish materials in 
an alternative format.

mailto:jblethen@roadrunner.com
../robertadrummond@yahoo.com
../sfkramer@fairpoint.net
http://www.norlands.org/events.html
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Captain Abiel Lovejoy of Sidney  

 

By Janet M. Weymouth 

 
Captain Abiel Lovejoy was a notable citizen of 
Sidney.  He was a soldier and legislator in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, a ship owner, 
trader, land owner, and a mill proprietor.  He 
later became a captain in the Pownalborough 
Company of the regiment assigned to Lincoln 
County. 

Abiel was the son of Hezekiah and Hannah 
Austin Lovejoy, and was born in Andover, MA 
16 Dec 1731.  On 14 Dec 1758 in 
Charlestown, MA, Abiel married the Belle of 
Charlestown, Mary Brown, the daughter of 
Nathaniel and Abigail Colesworth Brown.  In 
1760 he bought 35 acres of land in the newly-
incorporated town of Pownalborough.  It was a 
frontier town at that time; only one other 
settlement was located farther northerly along 
the Kennebec, Cobbisecontee (now 
Gardiner), and it had been settled only a year 
earlier.  In 1761 he, his wife, and two children 
moved to what is now Dresden.  Thanks in 
part to his father-in-law, who was prospering 
with his Charlestown tavern, Abiel built a large 
house and furnished it in a lavish manner.  By 
1764 he had purchased part-ownership in a 
sawmill, built several ships, bought additional 
lands (at one time he owned Swan Island in 
the Kennebec River), and also bought a half-
interest in a dam on a small stream located 
several miles above Fort Western. 

In 1776 Captain Abiel bought about 800 acres 
on both sides of the Kennebec River in 
Vassalborough. He and Mary again moved, 
settling on the westerly side of the river on the 
farm that, some decades later, was acquired 
by the Sherman family.  That part of 
Vassalborough on the westerly side of the 
Kennebec was set off and incorporated as 
Sidney in 1792.  Abielôs home farm, saw mill, 
and much of his timber lands were included in 
this separation.  He continued to be active in 
town and state affairs, serving in the state 
legislature.  Abiel died on 4 Jul 1811.  It is 
believed he is buried, along with his wife, in a 
cemetery located along the banks of the 
Kennebec River in Sidney, which is now 
known as the ñPlains Cemetery.ò  In The 
Lovejoy Genealogy, by Clarence Earle 
Lovejoy, p. 89, it states: 

"Captain Abiel and Mary were buried on a plot 
on their farm in Sidney on the slope down to the 
Kennebec River, common field stones first being 
placed to mark the spot.  An infant child, b. and 
d. 1784, was bur. there and also their negro 
slaves, Boston and Venus, who d. before them 
and Salem who d. later.  As similar stones 
marked the burial place of the negroes, it is 
impossible to know which are the graves of the 
master and mistress and which are the graves of 
their servants". 
 

Abiel and Mary had sixteen children, the first 
two being born in Charlestown MA, the next 
seven in Pownalborough, and the youngest in 
Vassalborough (now Sidney).  Their childrenôs 
spouses included children of other early 
Sidney settlers: 
 

[Editorôs Note:  This Newsletter may not typically 
include such genealogical detail as follows, but we 
note that readers and future researchers will find 
many Sidney ties here.] 
 

(1) Nathaniel m Mary Roberts, dau. of William 
and Mary/Polly Webber Roberts. 

(2) Mary m Samuel Dinsmore, son of Thomas 
and Mary Merrill Dinsmore. 

(3) Frances m David Smiley, son of Hugh and 
Mary Park Smiley. 

(4) Abiel m Mary/Polly/Molly Thacher, dau. of 
Joseph and Susannah Wheldon Thacher.  
After her death, he married Elizabeth Gray, 
dau. of John and Abigail Thacher Gray and a 
cousin of his first wife. 

(5) Thomas m Nancy Burgess, dau. of Robert 
and Ruth Weeks Burgess. 

(6) Francis m Betsey Smith, dau. of Eliab and 
Abigail Lewis Smith. 

(7) Abigail m William M. Bacon, son of 
Ebenizer and Abigail Farwell Richardson 
Bacon. 

(8) Sarah m Matthew Lincoln, son of Matthew 
and Susanna Gill Lincoln; they divorced and 
she m Dodivah Townsend, son of Daniel and 
Hannah Bibber Townsend.  Dodivah had m 
first Sarah Hastings, dau. of Matthew and 
Mary Battle Hastings. 
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(9) Hannah m Ebenezer Bacon Jr, son of 
Ebenezer and Abigail Farwell Richardson 
Bacon and brother of William in 7 above. 

(10) dau., stillborn. 

(11) Stephen m Hannah Hastings, dau. of 
Moses and Hannah March Hastings. 

(12) William m Attai Lovejoy, dau. of Lt. John 
and Martha O'Dell Lovejoy. 

(13) Jacob m Sarah Townsend, dau. of 
Dodivah and Sarah Hastings Townsend. 

(14) Betsey m David Sturgis, son of Edward 
and Mary Basset Sturgis. 

(15) dau. b. and d Mar 1784. 

(16) Phebe m Ebenezer Morse, son of 
Samuel and Betsy Gibbs Morse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Captain Abiel Lovejoy 

Ŷ 
These are photographs of the 
two famous paintings by John 
Singleton Coply which are said 
to have been hung originally in 
the State House in Boston.  
Coply painted portraits of many 
notables. 
 

His Wife 
Mary (Brown) Lovejoy 

Ÿ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Act s and Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts  

 

 
Chapter 10 
 

RESOLVE ON THE PETITION OF THOMAS HILL AND 

ABIEL LOVEJOY, EMPOWERING ELIZABETH MCNEIL, 

OR BY HER ATTORNEY, TO EXECUTE TO THE SAID 

ABIEL LOVEJOY, A DEED OF BARGAIN AND SALE OF 

THE LANDS MENTIONED. 
 

On the petition of Thomas Hill and Abiel 
Lovejoy: 
 

Whereas it appears to the General Court, that 
Archibald McNeil, formerly of Boston, and late 
of Quebec, in the Province of Quebec, in his 
lifetime, had agreed with Abiel Lovejoy, of 
Vassalborough, in the County of Lincoln, to 
sell and convey to the said Abiel, a Lot of 
Land in the said Vassalborough, containing 
four hundred Acres, being Lot Numbered fifty, 
on the proprietors plan, made by Nathan 
Winslow, for the sum of one hundred and 
thirty three pounds six shillings and eight 
pence, which said Lovejoy paid the said 
McNeil in his lifetime; but the said McNeil 
having been deprived by Death, of the power 

of making a Deed, and the said Lovejoy, 
together with Thomas Hill, of the said Boston, 
Attorney to Elizabeth McNeil, administratrix to 
the Estate of the said Archibald McNeil, 
having petitioned the General Court to give 
aid in the completion of the said Bargain and 
sale. 
 

Resolved, that the said Elizabeth McNeil, 
Administratrix of the Estate of the said 
Archibald McNeil, by herself, or by such 
Attorney as hath been or shall be by her 
appointed, to make Sale of Lands formerly the 
Estate of the said Archibald McNeil, shall be 
empowered to make and Execute to the said 
Abiel Lovejoy a deed of Bargain and sale of 
the Lands aforesaid, in fee Simple; and that 
any Deed thereof made And Executed by the 
said Elizabeth, or her said Attorney, shall be 
good & effectual in Law, to pass the same, as 
any deed made by the Said Archibald McNeil, 
in his life time, could have been. 

March 7, 1788 
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Annual Report  of the President  

30 April 2009  

 

 

It has been an incredibly exciting and 

overwhelmingly busy year establishing the 
Sidney Historical Society. We went from 
an idea to a legally established, nonprofit 
organization with a mission to preserve 
the town of Sidney's history and share it 
with the public. 
 

It all started with the 50th anniversary 
celebration of the James H. Bean 
Elementary School in Sidney. Roberta 
Drummond, Joan Drummond Blethen, 
and Kathy Hamlin worked with the 
principal of the Bean School, Nancy 
Reynolds, to plan an event at the school 
to mark the anniversary. A tree was 
planted, tours of the school were given, 
and a panel of former students and 
teachers from 1957 answered questions 
from fifth graders about the transition from 
a network of one-room schools to a 
consolidated six-room school with an all-
purpose room and a kitchen. In the 
evening, a reception was held featuring 
Maine Senator Libby Mitchell presenting a 
certificate from the legislature, the 
awarding of Spirit of America awards to 
several former teachers and community 
members who helped to build the Bean 
School, and a display of pictures and 
memorabilia from the one-room school 
days and early Bean School days. 
Everyone agreed that it was a great 
celebration and represented a turning 
point in Sidney history. Several people 
mentioned that we needed a way to 
preserve this portion of Sidney's history so 
today's students would recognize the 
importance of their school's beginnings. 
This led to a discussion with Harland 
Bragg about forming a historical society in 
our town.  
 

Throughout the summer of 2008, Roberta, 
Joan, Kathy, and Cookie Luce met to 

discuss the formation of a historical 
society. Although they tried to advertise 
the meetings, no one else attended. 
Eventually, Kathy and Cookie decided it 
would be too much work for 4 persons to 
accomplish. Roberta and Joan decided to 
hold one more meeting in September and 
were able to insert a short article in the 
Morning Sentinel newspaper inviting any 
interested persons to attend. To their 
surprise, 9 persons attended the 
September 18, 2008 meeting at the 
James H. Bean School and several 
people who were unable to attend 
expressed an interest. It was decided that 
we should further explore the formation of 
a Sidney Historical Society by contacting 
town officials, researching other historical 
societies in Maine, and looking for 
possible sites to house collections and 
hold meetings. It was also decided to 
begin by developing a mission statement 
and bylaws, and exploring what was 
required to become a nonprofit 
corporation.  
 

At our next meeting in October, 16 
persons attended, the first program was 
presented by Janet Weymouth, and 
serious work began on writing a mission 
statement and bylaws. Joan Blethen was 
elected chairperson, Roberta Drummond 
vice-chair, and Donna-Mae Bean 
recording secretary. It was decided that 
our first priority should be to interview the 
elderly citizens of Sidney and record their 
memories of growing up in Sidney. 
Harland Bragg, Patty Bragg, Art Ray, and 
Simone Kramer were appointed to the 
Oral History Committee. 
 

From these humble beginnings, the 
Sidney Historical Society has grown to 
over 30 members, become a nonprofit 
organization with a mission statement and 
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bylaws, and found a home in the 
basement level of the Sidney Grange Hall 
thanks to the Sidney selectpersons. We 
have visited the Kennebec Historical 
Society, the Vassalboro Historical Society, 
the Central Kennebec Heritage Council, 
and the Taconnett Falls Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society. Several 
members have attended grant writing and 
archival workshops at the Maine State 
Library. We have had several public 
programs, including interviews with elderly 
Sidney residents, locating gravesites with 
ground-penetrating radar, and identifying 
old houses by their architecture. A display 
was set up at the annual town meeting, 
and we successfully petitioned the town 
for $5,000 in start-up funds. Several items 
have been donated to the society to begin 
our collections.  
 

Several persons need to be recognized 
for their contributions to the society:  
Å Donna-Mae Bean has put in countless 
hours developing the mission statement 
and bylaws and recording meetings; 
Å Orland Bean has written several 
professional-looking newsletters and 
distributed them to members and 
interested persons. He and Donna-Mae 
have also organized several programs 
and have stored donated items in their 
home; 
Å Ellen Dyer, sister of Roberta and Joan 
and Curator of the Henry Knox Museum, 
has shared her expertise in archiving and 
offered advice about handling old town 
documents; 
Å Wally Buschmann donated his legal 
services; 
Å Kent London of the Vassalboro Historical 
Society gave us a tour of their facility and 
answered our questions about getting 
started; 
Å Joe Owen and Ernie Plummer of the 
Kennebec Historical Society did the same; 
Å Janet Weymouth did a presentation 
about the Abiel Lovejoy House, which 

eventually became the home of her uncle, 
Orville Tanner on the West River Road in 
Sidney. She also gave us a tour of the 
Taconnett Falls Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogical Society in Winslow and 
donated copies of some of the Tanner 
family photos; 
Å Dan Mitchell, for his program about how 
to identify old homes; 
Å Paul Aldrich for his program about using 
ground-penetrating radar to locate grave 
sites; 
Å Thanks to Harland Bragg, Franklin 
Kramer, Eldon Dyer, Henry and Priscilla 
Bacon, Earland and Helen Goodhue, and 
Ruth Mendall for consenting to be 
interviewed and having their interviews 
recorded; 
Å Thanks to the Oral History Committee, 
Art Ray, Patty Bragg, Harland Bragg, and 
Simone Kramer for arranging the 
interviews; 
Å Thanks to Sharon Tilton and Patty Bragg 
for their hard work on the display at the 
town meeting; and finally, 
Å Thanks to all the members of the society 
for their assistance in making the Sidney 
Historical Society a reality. 
 

Our future looks bright, thanks to the 
enthusiasm and hard work of our 
membership. Our next tasks are to 
become a 501(c)3 tax exempt 
corporation, raise funds, and continue to 
collect information and memorabilia 
concerning the town of Sidney and its 
people to share with interested persons. 
We need to complete the preparation of 
the Grange Hall to become our permanent 
home and open it to the public. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joan Blethen 
President 
Sidney Historical Society 
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What They Said  At Town Meeting ð 21 Mar 2009  

  

This text is courtesy of the transcription service.  
Weôve edited a few spellings and a bit of punctuation. 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  Any discussion on Article 33?  

Yes, Mr. Tibbetts. 
 

Lawrence Tibbetts:  After serving this town for over 

thirty-eight years, Iôve retired.  I did not plan to get 
back into any more activities or anything else thatôs 
going on with the town.  I was backing away from it; I 
was done with it; I was going to go home, sit down, 
put my feet up and enjoy myself.  But last fall there 
was an advertisement in the paper that the historical 
society was going to interview a couple elders with 
the town and it wasnôt me.  So I thought Iôd go down 
and just see what this was all about, and Iôm glad I did 
because it was a very interesting evening.  They had 
a meeting afterwards and I went downstairs and 
joined that meeting too.  I was so impressed with the 
caliber of the people who were there, the intelligence 
of the people who were there, the resources that they 
had to get things done that I just couldnôt help myself, 
and I fell right into that trap and there I was again 
back in harness.  But Iôm glad I did.  I have learned 
more in a few months than I had in all of the years 
that I been around here, and I say that I support this 
article.  Letôs get her done! 
Applause 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  Well spoken, Mr. Tibbetts.  

Anyone want to challenge him? 
 

Art Ray:  I served on the 1992 Bicentennial Committee 

that Alice Hammond put together to produce the 
History of Sidney book, and at the time, I remember 
sitting in Aliceôs kitchen with Eldon Dyer and Ray 
Philbrick, Jr. and listened to all the old stories.  Every 
once in a while weôd look at Alice and Alice would 
wink, and right then, I thought how come Sidney 
doesnôt have a historical society?  We ought to have 
at least a cabinet somewhere where we can put down 
things that either people give to us or ï you know, 
photographs, albums, anything that some of the 
families might not want, but we didnôt have a place to 
do it.  So, itôs sixteen years later, Larry says they 
started the historical society, the movement was 
afoot.  Weôve done it.  If you havenôt heard about us, 
itôs because we do everything with e-mail.  We donôt 
have money to send out letters, so all the people on 
the society so far, thereôs about thirty thatôs signed up, 
weôve got bylaws, all kinds of committees going.  One 
of the things we did do is, if you remember Alice 
Hammond, she was a town historian for a long time 
and she had all kinds of artifacts, fixtures, scrap 
books, articles and things.  When she passed away, 
we wondered ï where did Aliceôs collection go?  
Thereôs a group of us that went down to Kennebec 
Historical Society which is in Augusta and that 
encompasses other towns besides Augusta.  We 
learned thereôs an Alice Hammond collection down 
there, in Augusta, their historical society.  Not in 
Sidney ï Augusta!  I thought, thatôs too bad, we really 
should have one here.  If you want, you can go down 

to the historical society by appointment and you can 
go through Aliceôs collection.  So we decided that a 
historical society in Sidney ï itôs time.  Sixteen years 
after the book got printed, we said this is the time to 
do it.  Weôre asking for five thousand, seed money to 
get us started. 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  For those of you who donôt 

have her books, there are copies over here for sale.  
A good point just raised by Mr. Whitcomb, you might 
have noticed that Mr. Whitcomb came over, to make it 
clear, the Selectmen are recommending raising the 
five thousand dollars if you approve the article 
otherwise.  But the way the motion has been read is 
to raise five thousand dollars, and thatôs what weôre 
operating on at this time.  Any other discussion?  Yes. 
 

Joan Blethen:  I am Joan Blethen.  I volunteered to be 

president of the society because I have a big mouth 
and I want to run meetings.  I thought I was going to 
say a lot of things about the historical society but two 
members already did it and I think they did a 
wonderful job.  Thank you. 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  One more in back there. 
 

Peggi Loveless:  Iôm Peggi Loveless.  Iôm also a 

member of the historical society and for those of you 
who donôt know, I didnôt grow up in this town but Iôm 
very interested in the history here and I think the 
society is a wonderful way to tie new residents to 
older residents.  Whether you have lived here for two 
months, two years, or two hundred years, I think itôs 
worth our investment. 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  Weôre going to have a change 

in baton (portable microphone) here.  We have a new 
runner.  Thank you very much for doing the running.  
Any other comments or questions regarding this 
article? 
(A vote was taken.)   
(Motion passed.) 
 
(Editorôs Note:  The vote appeared to be unanimous.  
Certainly there were no dissenting votes cast, nor any 
negative comments or concerns expressed during the 
meeting.) 
 
Moderator Buschmann:  In case you didnôt get the hint, 

collection, collection, collection.  If you have things 
you think of some interest, (Art) Ray says he has a 
big basement right now that heôs trying to fill up ï heôs 
the man to see.  Raise you hand again, Ray, so they 
know where you are, Mr. Ray.  Anybody that is on the 
historical society would be thrilled to work with you 
and speak to Joan, give them your e-mail address 
and that way they can contact you in the future 
because there are a lot of things hidden away. 
 

Audience Member:  Our contact information is in the 

brochure. 
 

Moderator Buschmann:  Pick up the brochures over 

there.  More information in there as well. 
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PROTECT YOUR BUILDING AND COLLECTIONS FROM THE DIRTY DOZEN!  

      INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT           
 

Contributed by Donna-Mae Bean 

 

Did you know that rats can gnaw through 
cinder blocks, lead, aluminum sheeting, 
wood, plastic and sheetrock?  So said 
Charlene Donahue of the Maine Forest 
Service at a recent workshop sponsored by 
the Maine Association of Museums. 
 

The workshop was arranged by Deborah 
Staber, curator of the L. C. Bates Museum.  It 
was titled Working the Bugs Out:  Effective 
and Safe Practices for Protecting Your 
Collection from Pests, and was held on the 
campus of the Good Will-Hinckley School on 
Monday, April 27th.  Representatives from 
about thirty Maine museums and historical 
societies attended.  Presenters included Dr. 
Kathy Murray, Entomologist, Maine 
Department of Agriculture, Dr. Paula Work, 
Maine State Museum, and Charlene 
Donahue, Maine Forest Service. 
 

The philosophies urged by the presenters 
were to:  use a holistic approach to pest 
prevention, create integrated ecosystems, 
and focus primarily on correcting the causes 
contributing to infestations, e.g., rather than 
spray insecticides to kill insects, rectify the 
underlying source of the problem. Pests have 
the same needs as humans:  food, water, and 
shelter.  Strive to eliminate these three 
necessities and vermin will not flourish.  
 

Important points covered during the workshop 
included: 
 

   ü PESTS include vertebrates, insects, mold 
and fungi (there are a dozen top offenders). 
 

   ü  IT IS BETTER TO TRAP, than to poison. 
 

   ü BEWARE OF MOISTURE ï it promotes 
infestation by pests that can destroy paper, 
textiles, leather, wood, and carpet. 
 

   ü INTEGRITY OF THE BUILDING is the first 
barrier: seal all holes and cracks, keep tight- 

fitting screens on all windows and doors that 
may be opened, keep all shrubs and trees 
away from the building ï surround it by gravel 
and/or paving, do not attach a light to the 
exterior of the building. 
 

   ü THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING is the 
second defense.  No living plants or fresh 
flowers are ever allowed inside the building, 
no food or drink may be left inside (carry 
in/carry out policy), regular vacuuming and 
dusting is a must, gaskets should be used to 
seal display cases. 
 

   ü ESTABLISH A QUARANTINE ROOM AND 

PROCESS for all incoming documents and 
artifacts.  A freezer is one of the most 
important acquisitions made by a historical 
organization. 
 

   ü  NO PESTICIDES MAY BE APPLIED unless 
by a licensed applicator (including ant cups, 
or off-the-shelf insect sprays).  Signage must 
be posted at least twenty-four hours prior to 
any pesticide treatments. Maine law requires 
Integrated Pest Management in all buildings 
open to the public.   
 

The day-long class closed with the students 
participating in a walk-through assessment 
and identification of pest problems and 
solutions at the L. C. Bates Museum. 
 

Helpful web sites for identifying problems and 
providing solutions are: 
 

1) University of Maine Cooperative 
Extension Pest Management Office 
(http://www.umext.maine.edu/topics/p
est.htm) 

2) Integrated Pest Management Working 
Group (http://www.museumpests.net/) 

3) Insects Limited 
(http://www.insectslimited.com/) 

 

 

http://www.umext.maine.edu/topics/pest.htm
http://www.umext.maine.edu/topics/pest.htm
http://www.museumpests.net/
http://www.insectslimited.com/
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A HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS AN ARCHIVE, NOT A LIBRARY!  

 

Contributed by Donna-Mae Bean 
 

 

  Ĉ   What is the difference between an 
archive and a library? 

  Ĉ   How do you manage a collection? 
  Ĉ   What are the best practices for 

preserving a collection? 
  Ĉ   What if a disaster strikes? 
 

The above questions were answered at a 
day-long workshop attended by five members 
of the Sidney Historical Society in late March.  
The workshop was sponsored by the Maine 
Historical Records Advisory Board and the 
presenter was archivist Albert H. Whitaker, Jr. 
of South Berwick. 
 

 
 

A public library usually holds multiple copies 
of books; it allows patrons to browse the 
collections; its holdings are cataloged by the 
Dewey Decimal System; it lends its holdings 
to patrons.  An archive holds unique 
documents; researchers are not allowed to 
browse through the collections; an archiveôs 
holdings are arranged by description; and 
documents are not loaned to researchers. 
 

A historical societyôs collection is managed in 
accordance with its written collections policy.  
Collections management procedures include: 
appraisal, accessioning, arrangement and 
description, conservation and housekeeping, 
the use and handling of the collections by the 
public, and provision of security for the 
collection. 
 

Preservation procedures include limiting the 
collectionsô exposure to moisture, heat and 
light, and implementing Integrated Pest 
Management procedures.  Providing archival-
quality storage is essential ï whereas 

wooden shelving and cabinets give off gases 
and can burn, metal shelving and cabinets do 
neither. 
 

    
 

A written Disaster Plan is vital.  Disasters can 
include fire, flooding, or even a burst pipe or 
leaking roof.  A disaster plan addresses three 
phases:  before, during and after.  The first 
part addresses minimization of risks.  
Reducing risks includes carefully planning the 
collectionsô location and providing the fire and 
police departments with a floor plan and with 
names and phone numbers of members who 
are trained to deal with disasters.  It may also 
include recommendations for building 
maintenance or for upgrades to security.  The 
second portion of the plan deals with a plan 
that ensures procedures are in place to 
respond to identified disasters.  The final 
phase of a disaster plan involves 
implementation of a recovery plan.  Most 
disasters affecting archives involve water 
damage; therefore, an agreement with a large 
freezing facility is important. 
 

The procedures summarized above will be 
some of the actions carried out by SHSôs 
Collections Committee.  It is crucial for 
members of the Collections Committee to 
receive training to familiarize them with 
salvage methods for wet archival materials 
and to prepare them to respond to a variety of 
disasters. 
 

A few archival resources: 
 

Modern Manuscripts:  A Practical Manual for 
Their Management, Care, and Use by 
Kenneth Duckett 
 

Management of Archives and Manuscript 
Collections for Librarians by Richard Lytle 
 

Norton on Archives by Margaret Cross Norton 
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Acquisitions: 
 

Chairs:  Simone & Frank Kramer underwrote 
the purchase of 6 wooden (library?) chairs and 
1 desk chair from the State Surplus facility. 
 

Town Reports:  The Clark sisters aka Beth 
Golding & Sylvia Lyon have added several 

Town Reports to the SHS  collection filling some 

gaps and adding spares. 
 

History of Kennebec County:  Members 
recently assembled an order for the CD version 
of Kingsburyôs History of Kennebec County.  

Beth Golding underwrote 1 CD for SHS  and 

vendor, Mike Denis, supporter & webmaster of 

OAHS, donated 4 extra copies to SHS . 
 

 

Wanted:   
 

Å  A working freezer, upright preferred, 
capable of cooling to 0° F or colder. 
 

Å  Gallon-sized (possibly larger?) zip-lock 
bags. 
 

Å  Old documents & photos, history books, 
family stories, biographies, genealogies, etc.  
If youôre not prepared to part with them, 
perhaps youôll let us scan them for the file.  In 
many cases, we can come to you with a 
portable scanner. 
 
 

Standing Committee Chair Appointments: 
 

Membership:  Simone Kramer 

Bylaws:  Inactive 

Policies & Procedures:  Kathi Smith 

Collections:  Orland Bean 

Historical Research:  Donna-Mae Bean 

Program & Education:  Art Ray 

Publications:  Orland Bean 

Publicity & Liaison:  Alan Tibbetts 

Fundraising & Budget:  Bill Sawtelle & Dennis 
Tilton 

Grant-Writing:  Peggi Loveless 

Buildings & Grounds:  Frank Kramer 

Nominating:  Inactive 

Auditing:  Inactive 
 

Let the exemplary efforts continue. (Ed.) 
 

Recently Seen Elsewhere: 
 

Sidney resident, Norm Poulin, was featured 
in an article by Turner Publishing on page 14 
of their May 2009 ñLake Region Reader.ò  
Norm lives on the West River Road (See Pg. 
1).  The article notes that Norm ñhas been a 
concert organizer for over 40 years and has 
been organizing the Country Music Pioneer 
show for 24 years.ò 
 

On that same page, brothers Cody and 
Logan Moses, sons of Lori Moses of Sidney, 
were shown with certificate of promotion to 
Brown Belt levels in Ju-Jitsu and Karate. 
 

The May 2009 edition of Messalonskee 
School Districtôs ñThe Messengerò dedicated 
a full-page article to SHS founding member 
Patty Thomas Bragg.  Patty graduated from 
MHS, Class of 1973.  Of course, hubby 
Wayne Bragg was an important part of the 
article.  Both were pictured framing their 
roadside sign ñNational Bicentennial Farmò 
located on the West River Road. 
 

 

Along The Trail:    (Windpower Comes to Sidney?) 
 

Some of you may have noticed portions of the 
West River Road are being regraded without 
fanfare, with particular focus on reducing the 
the vertical curves in the vicinity of the Sawtelle 
homestead, about ½ mile northerly of the 
Augusta Town Line.  While subject to some 
MDOT oversight, the work is privately financed 
by the developers of the proposed windfarm in 
the Kibby Mountain Range, situated northerly of 
Flagstaff Lake.  Routing experts have decided 
this stretch of Route 104 provides the best 
solution to move 8 over-sized truckloads of 
tower parts per day, 5 days per week for 10 
weeks from the dock in Searsport.   

 
To see similar-sized windmills in place, visit or 
travel near Beaver Ridge in Freedom, ME.  To 
see what some of the truckloads will look like 
and learn more about the project go to 
http://www.transcanada.com/company/kibby.html 
for a few stats on the project.  See especially 
Construction Newsletter #2 for more photos. 
 

 


