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Digital Cameras and the Genealogist 
By Linda Hull 
 
At our September meeting, Wayne Loney and Jim 
Jackson gave a thorough presentation on how to 
use any digital camera to aid our research.  
  
Wayne began with the positive reasons to do this: 
  
1. It takes no paper, thus you don’t have to stand 
in line at the copy machine in the library nor lug 
and organize boxes of copies. 
  
2. Using a camera prevents mistakes because if 
you make an error, you simply shoot the page 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Hold your elbows close to your body to keep the 
camera still. Place the document on the chair, hold the 
camera about your waist and snap the picture. 
You may wish to experiment between the normal and 
macro setting. Remember if the picture doesn’t turn out 
as you wish, just retake it. 
  
5. Take a picture of the title page and the spine of the 
book so that you have a record of your source. 
 
Wayne also recommended that if the page doesn’t fit in 
your viewfinder, you can turn the book and take the 

cument or 
tire page and 
an overlap. By 
era, you can 
button to 
rtain section of 
need to be held 
over again.  
  
3. The process is not harmful to documents 
because they are not exposed to the harsh lights 
of copy machines or flash photography. 
  
4. The process is essentially free as there is no 

picture in landscape mode. For a large do
map, you may wish to photograph the en
then again in halves or quarters creating 
turning on the review feature of your cam
manipulate the telephoto and wide angle 
enable you to examine more closely a ce
one picture. A tightly bound volume may 
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R E P R I N T 
film to develop or copies to buy. 
Jim said that he can take approximately 2 hours 
worth of pictures on one battery or he can use a 
battery charger and bypass the battery IF there is 
a place to plug it into the wall. 
  
The only negatives were that occasionally libraries 
prohibit you from using this technique and that you 
may not use it at a county clerk’s office where they 
sell the copies of vital records. Jim also said that a 
scanner is preferable in quality to a digital camera. 
  
Wayne gave his "rules" for good photos: 
  
1. Turn off the flash! You will be working with black 
print on nearly white paper so there is already a 
good contrast and you will be taking the picture in 
close proximity to the page. 
  
2. Set the camera to the black and white mode so 
the camera isn’t attempting to create color within 
the picture. 
  
3. Find a chair and move the chair near a window 
to take advantage of the natural light. 
  

by a second person to catch the inner edges of the page 
in your picture. Cemetery pictures should be taken at 
sunrise or sunset and always in black and white. 
  
Using your camera in conjunction with an overhead type 
projector or microfilm reader, works well. It works best if 
you place a manila folder (with a matte finish) on the bed 
of the microfilm reader and take a photo of the image on 
the folder. The folder cuts down the glare and works 
great with census images. 
  
Your goal is not to print these as photos but to download 
these pages onto a memory stick so that you can read 
them on your computer and perhaps print out selected 
pages. 
  
Once the pages are loaded onto your computer, you can 
use a product such as Picasa to do fundamental editing; 
enhancing the light, rotating the image, etc. 
  
Jim Jackson gave a visual presentation using his laptop. 
He showed many examples of the specific-use images 
that he and Wayne had discussed. He showed slides of 
portable tripods both manufactured and home-made. 
 

Continued on next page 
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He demonstrated how he created his own tripod 
for close-up work by turning his commercially-
made one upside down. Jim photographs whole 
books by using the tripod to hold the camera 
which allows him to turn pages and operate the 
shutter. He first photographs all of the odd pages 
in a book and then goes back and does all the 
even pages.  
  
He then took us one step further as he 
demonstrated an OCR (Optical Character 
Recognition) piece of software. This takes the 
image of the page from your digital camera and 
converts that into type in your word processor so 
that you can import passages or pages to your 
genealogical software. He cautions that many of 
these programs may change the font from the 
original and make mistakes. For instance an "r" 
next to an "n" might become an "m" in your new 
document.  
  

R E P R I N T 
The program left everyone with something they 
could take away at their own level of 
understanding.  It was a great way to kick off the 
new genealogical year! 
 
 
   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


