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By Dave Hallemann

This very hard to find family
graveyardis locatedon aquietdead end
road

This cemetery was located by
Dave Hallemannmand Carole Gogginn
June 2005It was probably not include in
the original survey asthere are no
monuments in it. It is found on the
Halifax Quadrangle Topographical Map.
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This family cemeterylocated in
T39 R5 S1, is named for Charles
Wheeler who owned the landand is
buried there.

This article we are doing a little different. We are starting with the purchase by Charles Wheeler
as we are confident there are no other persons buried in this cemetery othiee thdreeler Family.

Our story begins on"¥March 1905. C. S. Wheeler of the City of St. Louis purchases the NE
quarter of the SW fractional quarter and SE quarter, of Section 1 Township 39 Range 5, containing
43.40 acres. Also the NW quarter of the SErtgraSection 2 containing 40 acres. Also SW quarter of
the SW quarter Section 1, containing 40 acrésd the undivided 1/3 interest of the NW quarter of the
SW quarter of Section 1 and the NE quarter of the SE quarter of Section 2, containing 80mcres, f
$1800%, recorded in Book 60 at Page 318.

After owning the land for 12 years, Chadegife Ella A. Wheeler dies on May 17, 1917 per
death certificate. She is the first kairin this cemetery with her grave markede assumewith a red
granite fieldsbne.Her burialsiteis listed as Plattin, Mo. on her death certificate.

On T October 192912 years after Ella deatiGharles Wheeler nearing the end of i
prepares his last will and testament, it being recorded in Book 151 Page 454.

Per Death Qeificate, Charles S. Wheeler diBsmonths lateon 2'* January 1930. He is buried
along side of his wife Ella in the family cemetday Fink Undertaking Company of Festiis grave
being marked with a simple fieldstone; however on a revisit we loeatedtal funeral parlor marker
with no name present on it.

Charl esdo wil/l i's probated o nal ReBond propargorhiz 1 9 G
son Walter Willis Wheeler and his wife LernBaxes on the land are paid up to the year 1930 by the
administrator Charles gives Walter the land in Section 2, Walter and Lena the use of all the remaining
land during their lifetime, and after their death the land is to go to Charles niece, MraArdieeson of
Crete, NebraskaA $1,000% Insurance policy with the order of Railway Conductors be used to pay off
his debt with the Festus Bank and if any remains to go to his son, Walter Wheeler.
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23 May 1930 Walter Willis and Lena execute a promissatg on the lando Festus Citizens
Bank in the amount of $938.. Then on 27 May 1930 Walter pays Fink Funeral Home $1&r. his
fatherds funer al expenses.

On must remember at this time period we are in the Great Depressieginning in Octolreof
1929

29" May 1932 Walter Willis dies suddenly atthe age of 6&ie cause of death
natur al deat ho. We a $isis boeed in the faneily osraesery aynFink Fumerale s t
Home. His grave isalsomarked by a simpléeldstone and a metal funeral parlor marker.

Lena notbeing able tgpay the Promissory note, on July',11933, recorded in Book 114 Page
478 Festus Citizens Bank sells the land on the Post Office steps of. RestasWheelerbeing the
highest bidder, for $508.buys the land back.

Recorded in Book 124 Page 238 I July 1933 Lena then sedltheland in Section 2 to Dan
Wegmann for $508°. Lena retainindher life estate in the section 2 land ttre cemetery is located on.

Some point after this date we lose tract of Lena Wheeler. We do not feel she is buried in this
cemetery although who knows. She is over 60, has lost her family, the depression is in its height, anc
may not have anyone to help with the farm work. She naayg lmoved in with relatives or become
institutionalized.

The final document we looked at is datédMovember 1942, recorded in book 144 Page 601,
D. W. Wegmann, produces a deed bearing daté"diavember, 1940, from the State of Missouri by
Collector, where he purchased at public sale at the courthouse door fof*h&7amount due on the
SW & SW/SE T39 R5 S1, 128 acres in the name of C. S. Wheeler. We checked tax records for the yea
1931 until 1940. None were paid.

With theabove informabtin | beli eve we have shown an dO
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is in order for this graveyard.
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When we located this hard to find cemetery all that remained wasg &nce
around it and ¢ghreefieldstones.

On a revisit we located these two metal funeral home markers.
We f eel these are on Charl es S. and Wal t
buried by Fink Funeral Home
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At left is the
death  certificate  of
Charles S. Wheeler.

As can be seen
Charlesis buried in the
Afamily cemeteryo.

We also know
that Ella A, CharlesS.,
and Walter Willis
Wheeler are buried here
per death certificates.

EI | a Wheel eff 60s deat h
certificate shows her being buried in
Plattin, Mo. Which is where this
cemetery is.
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