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HISTORY OF THE COMMERCE
METHODIST CHURCH

Recorde show that Methodism
was prevalent in Commerce as early
as 1825, The site of the first
Methodist Church here was pﬁrchased
from the heirs of Thbmas W. Vaters
on Mareh 26, 1825, This site
included lots 115, 116, 117, and

118. They aré located one-half
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block west and one block north of

the present church, The purchase
price for these lots was six dollars.
In the deed for this property it _
-gtates that this site was te be used for a public burying ground,;
a meeting house for the Methodigt Episcopal Church and a residence}
for a MEthodist minister, ‘ ,
During the time of the Civil'ﬂhr the church became div{ded
over the issue of slavery, On June 20, 1860 lot number 4 was purchased
from Benjamin F, Sillman and his heira for a Mhthod?st Church South,
This 1s the lot just north of the 0ld Bapist Church, now the Full |
Gospel Church, Their deed had this rtatement "when not in use by
members of this church to be usged by all other christians to worship in,"
The following quotations taken from The COmmerce Dispatch, a
newspaper published here from 1860 to 1870, indicate. that there were
servieza end festivities at bath churches during this early period

of time, |
CO)’lf wNerTh }-,90.‘7 &

KQ
(n



EXZ5

" Feb, 29, 1868 --- We have had protracted meetings heré
which have run through the paat'fwoneeka.'On tuesday'nighc'quité'
a nurmber of eur -citizens attrched ‘themgelves to the &dhurch,
on this ocemsion the Methodist Churéh North and the Methodist Church
South, opened their doors to all ainnera at the same time. .
Some selected the Southern route and aome the Nbrthern, acobrdlno
to the political views of the penitents, We can't help but: admiré
this unity of the two branches of the church, We should all love
harmoeny, for our prosberity% happiness and well-being depends’
upon it as much as upon cur" more material wants,

“Sept., 12, 1868 ~-« Rev, R, M. Morgan will preach at the (:

M., E. Church North on Sabbatﬁ Morning at eleven q'clock.“

" Nov. 14, 1868 --- The ladies of our town are about to
arrange the preliminarfes ﬂbf a festival, to cbme offdduring thé
holidays, the emeluments of which is to be applied'té”the répaira
of our churches," | ' .. 'J'- | T

" "Dee, 12, 1B68 -+« We undergtand'that there is a prﬁépect
of the earley arrivel of a church bell in our town for‘th%'
Methodist Church North. The sonorius notes of which will kiﬁdly
summons the citizens not to judgement but to the house of’pfayer."
"Maxr, 6, LB69 -+« Rev, Dr, Dynea will preach tomorrow
morninﬂ at eleven otclock,"
"Mar, 20, 1869 -~~~ The Rev, R, M, Morgan has Jjust returned

from conference, looking well and felling well, He will remain

with us another term.“

"Apr., 10, 1869 --- Rev, Mr, Mecham will preach at the.
Methidist. Church North oﬁ Saturday -and Sunday mornings.and nights
at the usual hours,"”

"May' 1, 1869 --- Rev. W. G. Fewler ill preach at the
Con? Her ] pyc ]




