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NEWSLETTFR FOR THE YELLOWSTONE GENEALOGY FORIM BILLINGS, MOWNTANA JULY 2004

YGF FRMILY PICNIC

Our July 27th Family Picnic will be
held at the uwsual location--shelter House
#1 at North Park begimning at & p.m.
Members are to bring their potluck dish,
table service and beverage, Bring your

Lamily and guests. Hope to see you there!!
Ahk

MONTANE STATE QONFERENCE

Heleng and Boulder societies have
been warking very hard to prepare an educa-
tional as well as fun conference. The
conference will be in Helena at the Red
Lion Colonial Imn September 24 & 25, 2004,
The main speaker, Hank Jones from San
Diegn, will give four presentations:
"Pracing the Origins of Early 18th Century
Palatine BErigrants", "When the Sources are
Wrong', "Family Tradition: How to Separate
Fact Fram Fiction in Genealogical Re-
search', and "Genealogy in the New Mil-
lennivm: Where We've Been and Where We're
Going".

Ellen Baunler, Montana Historical
Baciety's Interpretive Historian, will talk
ot "Dead arnd Buried, Twice: Helena's
Historic Cemeteries' and "Spirit Tailings
ard Story Tellings". Ellen has sewveral
books to her credit and iz a frequent
contributor to Montana The Magazine of

Western History.

Paul Tamham, formerly Director of
Research & Services at Montana University
System and Coordinator of Dunham National
INE Study angd incorporator for Dunham/-
Singletary Family Comnections will speak on
"A DNA Surname Prodect, a Naticmal Famdly
Association and State Chituaries™.

The flyer comrlete with registration
form will be mailed this week and I urge
you to take a monute to f£ill yours in and
mail it. State conference iz a great time
to recharge our genealogical interests and
perhaps you will pick up the one idea
you've been locking for to break down that
brick wall we all face at one time or
another!

Ramember to clean out your book
zhelves and donate them to the "BOOK FROL-
IC" during conference., These books will be
kbid on by those attending and is a great
fund raiser.

I1f any of you have door prize items
that you would like to donate, they would
be appreciated. Bring them to the August
meeting or let Verba know 2o they can be
picked up and taken to Helena.

--¥erba Valentine, ph. 656-9840

M5GES First VicePresident
*hk




FROM YOR PRESTIIENT:
Hi YoF Members,

Gathering the ¢lan - 3 family reunion is a
chance to lnow your relatives, take pic-
tures, share stories, swap half-truths, and
gather more genealogical dats for your
records.  aAfter cne of ours my brother
ca:nmted "they're nice people, a lot like
us”, As the sevan ¥ear old granddaughter
says "they're all just cousins",

Dur::.n:_:; the reunion we take individual and
family pictures each reunion and put into a
For 520.00 any one can buy one,
They pay at registration.

n one wall we mount g large family pedi-
gree chart containing the information we
have, Hang a pencili on a string apd ask
relatives to add, delete and/or correct
dates, names of babies, and add sSpouses .
Also, available are family group sheets to
be filled in if we don't have one.

All bring pictures to share and ane person
goes to towm and copies them, Often one
family has pictures of others that they
have never seen, You can even aslk them to
bring pictures of specitic events-—wed-
dings, graduations, baptism or christening,
bBirthdays, ete.

Various books and magazines have tips and
ideas on planning a2 rewnion.

Have a get together and researching summer.
SN FERGUSCON

President
*xk

MEMBERSHI P
by Shawna valentine

Dot Let Your Membership Lapse. .

I would like to thank all members who
have already renswed their membership for
another year and remind those who haven't
that dues were due on July lst. Please
look at the first line of the mailing label
of this izsus to verify when your member-
ship expirves. Renewal is only $10 for an
individual or %15 for a family., Donhations
of any amount may also be made to the ¥R
Book PFund to purchase extra books EI:ld
periocdicals for the GenRoom, to the Li-
brary Fund to cover all other neesds of a

Gen- . andfor to the Sterm-NARA Gift
F&?ﬂﬂmch rrékes more Naticnmal Archive

docunents  available to genealogists.
Checks should be made payable ta YGF ard
mailed to Shawna Valentine, YOF Member-
ship, 3420 Granger So. ¥ 20, Billings, MT
29102, If you have not yet renewed, 3 pre-
addressed emvelope is enclosed for your
convenience

. FLEASE let me kpew of changes ip e-
mail addresses, phone nurbers or Physical
addresses so that my records are up to
-::l,ate: Drop a note in with ¥our renewal, or
e-ma1l me anytime at SIW2222@acl .com. As a
current merber of voF ¥you are also auto-
matically a current member of the Montapa
Stgte Genealogical Socletky, I have re-
celved a few mestbership cards  from the
StateLSuciety and if you would 1like e, in
addition to the YoF Membership Carg, Please
advise and T will get you one,

E-mail additions or Notifications of New F-
mail addresses:
Jones, Buck warren jébresnan . net
Jones, Scotty onr ]l evlbresnan ., net
Korwzald, BRermnice & Morris

berni cekorwaldl@yahao. com
Lyon, Bob baklyanl 555@yahoo. cam
New address: McCormick, Jean, HC48 Bax
1155, Roberts, MT 59070, phi. 445-917%

I am happy to report that ane new mamber
has joined since the last issue. Her name
is Pat McRae, 9947 Rudio Road, Bil lings, MT
5910]l. Phone 556-4419 and e-mail:

prcrael 6ihotvail , com
She is researching the following surnames:
Savidge, Adams, Walker & Smith, Welcame

Pat!
Rkk

NER BOCES IN THE GEN-ROOM
by Ellen Cushing

Donated by Bnita Smith

1. The French ard Indian War in Pemmsylva-
nia, 1753--1763

Donated by Pammly Billings Library

2. The History of Woodstock, Vermont,
1761--1886

3. Biography arl Cenealogy Master Index, 8
wvals.

4, Covered Wagon Women, Diaries & Letters
From the Western Trails, 1840--1890, 11
vols.

kX
Website: hitp://wm. rootsweb. caomf "mtyaf/
Cleve Kimmel , Welmaster: 256-5667

Wew LDS Library: 252-3763
Farmly Billings Library (Ref.): &57-8258
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FAMILY REUNICONS

A Family Reunion is a wehicle to get
a mumber of related people together in an
enjoyvahle zetting. Some families hold them
often and others, seldom. Since summer is
an ideal time to hold a reunion and most
try to further ascquaintance and genealogy,
this July issue would like to broach the
subject.

First, if you should be invited to
attend a rewnion, you probably should try
to attend if at all possible. Only the
planners can tell how much work goes into a
reunion.  Someone probably started 2 years
earlior than the date scheduled to get all
the plans worked cut. Later in this issue
is a time frame for planning a reunion.
Murh like the countdownm of a wedding. We
hope sane of our readers might use it.

An a c¢hild I remember my mother
receiving a postcard every year inviting
her to attend the Hess Reunion near Goshen,
Indiana. In 1900 the Hess family started
holding these family reunions. They were
huge affairs. My mother never got to
attend as we were Kansas farmers and it's
very difficult to get neighbors to take
care of your chores, milk the cows, gather
eqgs, etoc. for even a few days., In 1%69 I
teamed up with another Hess relative and we
attended. It was held at a shelter house
of a small park beginning with a big pot-
luck dinner. After dimner, a business
meeting was held, new officers were elected
and minutes were read and approved. The
"kitty'" was passed to collect money for the
next year's operating expenses. Panple
were honored for being the oldest in atten-
dance, the youngest in attendance, the cne
coming the farthest (which happened to be
me from Cheyenne, Wyaming). There were 46
in attendance and there was conment that
the young people weren't coming kack from
Califormia, ete. but they hopad to continue
their reunions through 1975 marking their
75th year.

Afterward, several of the Hess family
drove us to 2 family cemeteries and to
their home to view the big Hess Bible
stopping at a pre—Civil War hame of Elias
Hess on the way. There were two interest-
ing things about this large brick home.

In earlier days, negro slaves were helped
escape from the bank of a nearby river
through a tunnel to the basement of this
hamne. The other =tory was that when Elias’
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Start locating people,

sans were training for the Civil War just
east of their :nome, the boys would come
back and sleep @in their own beds at night.
This house is rvow in the city but in the
1860%'s it was out in the country. It
really makes history come alive to see
these things.

one of the Hess sons  published a
history of the ancestor and descendants
comemorating the 50th Hess Reundon. Our
ancestor had fought in the Revolutionary
War and this bcok has helped me get into
DAR. Ten years or so after 1950, I wrote
the author's widow and purchased a copy of
one of the few remaining books for £2.00.

Blthough this one day reunion wasn't
all it could have been, seesing the above
places as well as collecting genealogy on
the trip enroute om ather relatives made it
a wonderful experience.

I've been told that some reunions
photograph famiiies together, try to iden-
tify old photos, listem and tell family
stories, ——some stories done in skit form on
a stage. Many help fill out family sheets
Some families play games, some fish, tour
homesteads and cemeteries, Sane have
special T-shirts made with the family name,
logo or coat of arms. Some last more than
1 day. Be ready to attend the next reunicn
of your family.

*kk

REONICN MASTER PLAN
18-24 MONTHE BEFORE

Preliminary meetings of reunion organizers,
determine level of interest.

Keep records of every thing you do.

read the notes from the
the group's last

It available,
person who organized
reunion.

Get advice from someone who has planned a2
rewnion.

Read a book o
organizaticn.

the subject of reunion

attend 2 reunion organizing seminar.

START the mailing
list,




Set dates.

Explore the possibility of hiring 2 reunion
planner,

Choose a location.
Begin to explare facilities,
Meet with facility staff.
Open a Bank Account.
Begin fund raising.

1 YEAR REFCRE

et up mailing labej system.
Begin to negotiate contract with facility.

Make a_budget and determine coast of reunion
{sven if only approximate).  Set up book-
keeping system.

Send out first notification mailer includ-
ing list of missing peopla, survey and
approximate cost.

Decide on a program, including Master of
Ceremonies, entertainment, speakers, tours,
decoration.

Hire entertaimment, photographers, wideo-
graphers, and/or memory book suppliers.

6-9 MONTHS BEFORE
Form subcomittees: entertainment,
registration, food.

tour,

Plan how to get people involved.
Make a "thing to do" Checklist.
Make a schedule of events and activities.

Cenfirm reservations.
Begin arranging sleesping accommodations.

Revise meiling list to include people

located.

Explore and order imprinted mementoes to he
distributed at the rewmion.

Prepare and send the second mailer includ-
ing registration form, exact cost and
anather list of missing people.

4

5 MONTHS BEFCRE

Begin to lay cut souvenir directory of list
of members or attendees.

Decide on decorations, sign and/or banners,

Decide on Meny.

Send mailing ts any newly located people,

Chairperson should contact all comittee

heads for Progress reports and make any

Necessary reassigmment,

Send announcement to appropriate media,
2-1» MONTHS EFFURE

Subcommittees meets.

Assign who will bring what.

Meet with hotel staff or visit Facility
with committee heads.

Reserve any rental equipment.
Send final mailer.
6-& WEEKS BEFORE
Review and revise schedule of events,
Finalize name tags.
Organize registration table.

Create a final checklist, incluling all

tazks,

2 WEEKS BEFORE
Confinm entertaioment,
Purchase decorations,

Flan schedvle for workers at registration
table,

Purcha=e gifts.

Assign oleanup daties,

Btock your first aid kit.

Review final checklist.

it

Arrange transportation and drivers,

NecessSary.




1-? DAYS BEFURE

Chair and conmittee mamber=s meet at reumion
locatiom to go over Einal details.

Meet with facility staff Iiaison, check
meeting and sleeping accomnodations and

eating/menu arrang=ments.
AT RAREKEEE AR EANEARXAEARRARRRRRRRE AR R kh %

DAY OF HEXINTION
Decorate

Test sound system.

Set up registration tables, equipment,
displays.

Get change for registration tables,

ENJOY !
ded A d R R R R R e R e ek R Ao A R Rk ek ko
AFTERGLOW

Reflect.

Evaluate. Do an honest post mortem, Learn
equally from the triumphs and glitches.

Gather and organize all notes on organiging
the reunicm.

Return rentals and borrowed equipment.

Write thank you notes to veolunteers and
others .

Compile directory and mail to attenders.
Cavpl ete bookkeeping and pay hills.

EEMEMEER T HAVE & WONDERIUL TIME.
ARERERERREHE KKK ERRERA LR EERR IR RXARERKAK
Credit for this excellent article goes lst
to Broken Mountains, Chester, MT who ran it
their newsletter September 1992,

Secondly, they fomd this article in a
piblication from Oregon Genealogical Soci-
ety, Vol. 30, No. 4, Spring 1992,

This is such a fine time frame that your
Fditor felt it should he repeated and this
sheet saved for future reference for anyone

considering a FAMILY REUNICH. THANK YOU!!
kX

Mamories are the windows that bring the
past into view—-where we can all glimpse
again the joys we ever knew!
~-ad for Creating Keepsakes Scrapbook
Magazine

LATEST PERICDICALS FOR THE GEN-ROH
April 2004--July 2004
by Athna May Porter
If you have unwanted periodicals that

vou would like to donate or would like to
donate a subscription to a periodical , call
4dthna May Porter 259-2552 or e-mall
porter@imt , net

1. Family Chronicle--June 2004; August
2004

2. New England Historical & Gen. Register-
-Epr 2004 Vol 158 §630

3. Family Tree Magazine--Bugust 2004

4, Gemans from Bussia Historical Society
Heritage Review--—-Tune 2004

5, CRHS Newsletter--TJune 2004

6. Heritage Quest--8pril 2004; June 2004

7. History Magazine--July 2004

8. Jourmal of the American Historical
Society of Germans from Bussia——Sumer 2004
9, American Historieal Societvy of Germans
from Russia Newsletter--Summer 2004

10. National Genealpgical Society Ouarter-
1y——June 2004

11. HNew England Ancesiors--Spring 2004,
Summer 2004

1z, Daughters of American Revolubion—-
owned by Farmly

Three family newsletters that we recesive
regularly:

Bunnell /Bonnell HNewsletier

cest-Guest Quarterly

The Chandler Family Association Newsletter

Correctien note sbout April Gen-Bug. The
BNCESTRY denation was From Rick Hubtchinson
only.
*kk
Program Coordinator Needed

Ellen Booth gracicusly volunteered to
fill the wvacancy of Recording Secretary.
Howsver, we are still in need of a Program
Coordinator.

The term of office is 1 year running
fram July 1 throagh June 30th, 2005. Our
By-Laws state: '""The Program Coordinatovr

shall plan and arrange pregrams in accor-
dance with the objectives of the Forum.™
We hope one of cur marbers will come forth

and fill this vacancy,
ki




HOW I SOLVED IT

I may be the only one that had = hard
time understanding this problem, but just
in case there are others I decided this is
what T sghould write about. I had made a
trip to Colerado in 2002 to visit family
and scan old family photos and documents
into my laptop camputer. When I returned
hare T had my daughter’s husband transfer
them to my PC and into My Documents, There
were about 100 of them. I spent MANY hours
copying each photo into my PAF program and
into each person's scrapbock. It was =
learning experience for me, so it went very
glow. I thought I was doing pretty well
and finally learning how to do it right so
I made ancther trip to folorade and this
time scamnmed about 200 pictures and docu-
ments.

¥ou can imagine how many items I had
to seroll through in My Documents just to
find what I wanted. I finally hired a
yourng man going to computer school to come
and help me. He said what I reeded to do
was organize what I had in My Docurents
into File Folders dedicated to each family
and transfer each picture into the appro-
priate family folder. I then decided to
put all doounents and letters into its own
folder because they have to be printed out
on & whole page to be read. He said it
would be easy to go the family folder and
find which pictures I was looking for
without having to search all 300 pictures
for the one I wanted. It did take me a
long time but now I have a neat system with
each family in their folder in alphabetical
order.

tiow T thought I was ready to add the
new 200 pictures into my PAF program. I
opened my PAF and guess what? ALL the
first 100 pictures I had spent so much time

I was =ick. I had no idea what could be
wrong, I called Athna May and told her
something must be wrong with my PRF program
because all my pictures had disappeared.
Zhe had me check ssveral things and nothing
worked. We decided maybe I would have to
call Rick Davis and then she said "did you
change the name of any of them?" “¥es', I
said, "ALL of them." T made nest little
folders and meved them all inte a new
family named folder. Well, that's it, she
said, You lost the link when you rensamed
and now PAF can't find them. I had no idea
there was a link. I thought once you

copied a picture into PAF it waz there to
stay. Now I undecstand. These programs

commmicate with one another and if yonl
change something they can't find one anoth-
er. The pictures are not "IN" PAF, It
finds a picture according to the name and
that's the "LINK". This is also the reason
it doesn't take much space to back up PAF,
It is not backing up the pictures, only the
program and the text you have entered,
Your pictures have to be backed up on their
own disk or ¢D. Y only have 150 pictures
and documents left to enter into my PAF
program, so by the time I'm done I should
be good at it if anyone needs help, let me
berione
Sharon Kermnedy

Montana Death Certifiecates

Cause of Death on Mentana death
certificates was discussed at a recent YoF
Board Meeting. Genealogists and others
want to know the cause of death of their
direct line as preventative measures might
be taken to avoid a certain disease if such
was known.

James R. Idgar, Supervisor Office of
Vital Statisties, MT Dept. of Public Health
and Humen Services, responded very promptly
to our inguiry. Quote:

“In BApril 2002 when the federal HIPAA
law went into effect. the Department's
HIPFA coordinator advised us that the law
requires us to protect the medical informa-
ticn on the death certificate for two years
fram the date of death. Thus for a period
of two years, relemse of the cause of death
information is restricted to only those
persons authorized by law to receive a full
copy of the certificate.™

He went an to say that restricted
certificates are issus=d to anyone not
authorized to receive the full copy. Once
the two vears restrictiom expires the full
copies are issued without restriction. You
may contact him at {406} 444-4250 or e-madl

at jaedgarfistate.mb.us.
kxk

My face in the mirror
Isn't wrirkled or drawn
The garder locks lovely,
And =0 does the lawn.

The furmitwre's dusted,
The cobweks are gone.

Den't think I'11 ever,
Put my glasses back on.

——RANCNYMous
--shared by Cleve EKimmnel




HIGE LIGHTS

Two new filing cabinets for 4 X &"
obituary cards are in place in the Gen-
Room.

Obituary cards {previocus collectiaon
with recently filmed cnes) have been
interfiled through the Me's. (more help
is needed)

3. Computer loaded with several data bases
tc help speed research is on table in
Gen-fRoam.

1.

2.

Idea of "High Lights" was suggested by
Athna May Porter.

This data can be a quick source to find
kin. First use was by a gal looking for
her grandfather. Spent an hour in the
: paper files., Took 1 minute to locate him
} and other relatives. She was almost in
tears with the discovery!

B printer has been added to make the
research even better. We'd be infsrested

in hearing more success stories.
rkk

REMODELING A7 THE FAMILY HISTCRY LIBRARY

Just on the chance you might be going
te Salt Lake City to research at the LDS
Family History L:ibrary this is a brief up-
date on its remadeling.

Camputer in Gen-Roam

Another ftool in the Gen-Roaon at
Parmly is a Persocnal Computer demated by
Suzanne McPhetrson and Cleve Kimmel informs
me that it is set up for quick use. Click
cn the LO3D in the center of the screen.

The holdings of this PC are as fol-
1 cnrs

Yollowstone Co. School Records

State death records (no index avail-
able as to place of death)

1930 Billings census

1880 census of Montana

Smith's Death Certificate Data

Sample of files on the website

{continued next colum}

Wing fincf a Prayer

SRANDMA.

THANKS FOR FOR ANY
ALL OF THE SPECIFIC WHEN MOM CAUGHT
GENERAL YOU'RE INFORMATION HZR HAIR IN THE
I} INFORMATION WELCOME, B} JUST ASK YOUR CUZLING IRON AND
1 ON DUR FAMILY DALUGHTER. WHEN GRAMDPA SPLIT
HISTORY,

The remodeling is being done in such
a2 manner that people can continue research-
ing with only sml] inconveniences. Main-
ly, the family histories and biographies
hzxve been moved back from the Joseph Smith
Memorial Building., Access to the microfilm
haz not changed. Many of the books on I1st
floor are being roved to third floor.

The best suggestion is to chack the
FHL website at www. famnilysearch.org and
laock cn the left hand colum for "Family
History Libracy Remodeling". And just as =
safegquard in case one area is clased, bring
multiple projects s0 you can turn to some-
thing slse in case of an access glitch.
The many nice Iimprovements will be well

worth any small inconveniences!
ik

By Wayne Stroot

w AND | REMEMBER ‘

HIS PANTS AMD WHEN
GRANCMA'S FALSE

' TEETH FELL IN MY

A BIRTHDAY CAKE AND ...

————-Cappers Newspaper
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Caming Events

July 27, 2004 YOF FBMILY PICNIC, 6:00 pm, NORTH PARRK, Shelter House ¥), Members bring
your potluck dish, table service and beverage. Family an? guests are welcome. Bug
spray, optional.

August 10, 2004 YGF Board Meeting, 7:00 pm at Amn Ferguson's, 312 Lewis Ave.

Adugust 24, 2004 6:30 pm Social, 7:00 pm Recular YGF meeting at LDS Church, 6th 5t. West and
Ave. D, Cultural Hall. Program: Jobn Willard and hiz son, Jack presenting a program
about their ancestor, Alexander Willard of the Lewis and Clark Expeditio.

Beptamber 18, 2004 Montana Big Sky PAF User's Group meeting 10:00 am to 12:00, &th S5t. West
and Ave. D, Relief Society Room. Program: "Gen Smart". Program Chairman: Richard
Davis.

Septerber 24 & 25, 2004 M338 CCNFERENCE at the Red Lion Cul*iai Inn, Helena {more
information inside).

September 28, 2004 6:30 pm Soclal, 7:00 pn Regular YGF meeting at LDS Church, 6th 5t. Hest
‘and bve. D, Cultural Hall. Program: Watch for Bang Up program on restarting your
genealogical research. To be ammounced.

September 16 & 17, 2005 MSGS CONFERENCE at Ruby's Inn, Missoula.

&




