“HOMESTEAD” RECORDS .

Bureau of Land Management Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
5001 Southgate Drive Phone number: (406) 856-5004

Billings, MT 59102

Serial Reqgister Pages (SRPs): records of land entry applications made after July 1908
and assigned a land office serial number. contains name of applicant, address, legal land
description, type of land entry (homestead, cash entry, stockraising homestead, etc.)

Controlled Document Index (CDI): microfilm of land documents mounted in a card
(aperture card). filed in chronclogical order by state, township and range.

Master Title Plat {MTP); ownership of land within a township (six miles square).

Historical Index (HI): chronological listing of actions affecting a township.

Tract Book: bound book in which land entries were written. Public Domain - by township
and range with three sections per page. Indian Reservations — by allotment dates,
alphabetically or by families.

Survey plats (GLOs): maps created by surveyors. show topography, roads, etc.

http://www glorecords.blm gov

Land patents: legal instruments used by the Federal government to transfer lands to
private ownership.

Leqgal Land Description: location of lands described by meridian, township, range, section
or metes & bounds.

Information to be found on website: associate an individual with a specific location & time.

http:/ib.1bhe.cc. mt.us/about/genealogy/

Crow Indian census for 1885, 1800, 1910, & 1930. searchable by name.




REQUESTING COPIES OF SETTLER'S PAPERS
FROM
NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORD ADMINISTRATION

You may purchase copies of settiers’ applications, citizenship, military, entry and other
such papers filed for transactions entered on BLM land records. These papers are
stored in individual files at National Archives & Record Administration (NARA) Service
Centers. Your requests for copies of papers for all patented cases prior to 1965, should
be addressed to:

Archives 1 Textual Reference Branch

(NWDT1-Land)

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
Washington, D.C. 20408

Send all information possible for the record search. You will be informed of the copies
available and the charges that will be made.

For patent files, provide:

- name of the patentee

- land office

- patent number and date, or if none, the final certificate number and date

- a description of the land by township, range, section, and fraction of section
- along with a description of the desired documents.

Websites

http:/imww glorecords.blm.gov

land patents

hitp:/lib.lbhc.cc.mt. us/about/genealogy/

Crow Indian census for 1885, 1900, 1910, & 1930




LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS
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This is the arrangement of the quarter
quarters within each quadrant of a section.
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Diagram illusirating division of Frac.
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Table of Land Maasurements

LINEAR MEASURE

linch= 0833 ft.
7,92 inches= 1 link
12 inches= 1 foot
1 vara== 33 inches
2%, feet== I vara
3 feer= 1 yard
25 links= 16Y; feet
23 links= 1red
100 links= | chain
16V; feet== 1 rod
51 yards= 1 rod
4 roeds= 100 links
66 feet= 1 chain
80 chains= 1 mile
320 rods= 1 mile
2000 links= 1 mile
5280 feet= 1 mile
1760 yards= 1 mile

SQUARE MEASURE

144 8q. ins=1 sq. foot
9 3q. feet— 11q. yard
30%: aq.yds.=:1 sq.rod
16 sq.rods==1 sq.chain
1 sq.rod==272Y, wq. ft.
1 sq, ch.=4336q. ft.
10 5q. chs.== 1 acre
160 5q. rods=

1 acre

4340 3q. yds.= 1 acre

43560 sq. ft.= 1 acre
640 acres= 1 sq. mile
1 sq. mile== 1 section
36 sq. miles= 1 Twp.
6 miles 1q.= 1Twp.
1 1q. mi.=2.39 sq.kilm

An Acrg is:

43,560 1q. feet.
165 feet x 264 fact.
198 foct x 220 feet.

660 feet x 66 fout.
160 square rods.
208’ 8’ square.

or any rectangular tract, the product of the
length snd width of which totals 43,360 sq. fr.




