MONTANA PIDNFER BIOGRAPHIES

An Indian Tﬂ Adventure
Told by HM As Frith

At the time of the following occurrence, ‘astern dontana
was B8till conmsidered a "howling wilodernessa®, and there were not
moTe than & dogen bona fide sattlars between dotemmn ard #lles Clty,
ana few, if any, betwesn ifuntley on the Yellowstone «na Fort
RBenton of the Hiseouri., Pelts furnisned a satisfactory medium
of exchange for the comwoulties of 1life at the wldly separsted
wrading centers,

n his homestead at old duntley lived Henry . iTith, the
sarliest dettler of Yellowetone County still liviag wdthin its
sonfines snd secretary-troasurer oi tne s#zociation of Zioneer:
of .astern »ontana for tucnty years and, later, presicent. Joldler,
ainer, rancher, merchant amd ndian trader, his life has beem fllled
with adveorturs, and the incident nere reluted is only one of
many such told the writer in the intimacy of family ldfe, with no
thought wnatever of publicstion. Com ng %o ‘ontana witin the
military soom ai'ter the Custer [ight, he has alwsys gympsthized %o
a certa‘n sxtent with the ndisos, among vhom ne c¢ver mace Iriends.
L%ili, &8 with the pale face, thrers were incorrigibles among them, and
it was such thet mece nlz lest tracing iEpp Lemorable.

.n & wrisp momming of the winter of 13¢1, ne and one "Johanie"
sarlow, an .nglishman who had becn “wintaring™ at the /rith cabin,
startec Ior the dusselsnell river in a {our norse home-made sleigh,
lece: willi the usual cummccilles sccepterls Yo the Indians in exchange
for sking. He ucknowleoges a amall amount of "fire weter® strictly
for their own personal use, "incase 0. saske or irost bite.®

The hekvy @nows had completely obliteratea the trails, st that
in starting they made no atteipt to follow thegy, tt, after making
a few miles, & cninook set in, clowing tne snow from Lie riages and
filllng the coulees, anu %the nen cefpaired of aver resciing their
destinstion in tnls mamner. hey unhitcned thelr lwrses, lesving
the sledgh, and roturnec o tis cabin where tue; procursd a wovered
wagun. asturniag next mormirg 20 ths acenuvned load, tncy transferred
the go0de, loaving tag sleiyn, whicr for s long tias therearter
corstituted a lananark,

They coptinuad 0 Lraves on the ridges, digging the.r way from
ane ridge to another, reduirlng over a weex to reech the musselshell
crossing, (present locatlon of the town >f dusselshel.; a distacce
of about [iltv miles 25 the crow flies. They discovered that Lhe
ndiana they were seekng had crossed Lhe river two or three cays
o-fore and “nat the crus8.ng wef now uniordabls becsuse of ndgh
wvaters, There wes noth:ng to do but camp until the wuters should
gubpide/sufliciently for croesing st this place, wiich wes coneidered
the best ford. After two days' wait, they crossed .n saléty.






After the chief's daperture, the mer held a conference, deciding
that this place was no place for them, and expressing uneesiness about
the surrender of theiy horses. Hovever, thelr was no sltermative Dut
to resain, unless they could regover them.

Later, they becams 30 suspicious of the misbehavior of some of the
Indians that they deoilded to break camp, hiring & quiet young fellow
who had been especially useful during the trading %o bring their
herses. They hitched up, despite the objections of some who would hang
onto the wagon and in some unacoduniabls munner repsatedly throw one
of the leadsrs under ihe wagon tonmgue. Finally the men agreecd with
thea that thay would go only three miles vefore caumping, and toey wers
at Jast aliowed to depart Wih some unwelcome escorts accompanying to
meko gure of the agrement belng kept. Uome rode in the wagom,
atherz walked, apnd sume BqUAWS brought up the rear.

Arriving &t canp, without warnknk, they all made & dash at the
wagon, captur.ng ihe g.ne, the squaws being expecially adept at
throwing out goods. The buck who had posgesslon or Frith's gun started
v run, the owner following & short distance, meking a feint of pulling
& revolver, ahen the fellow raised the gun to nis shoulder, #rith
instantly showed hils amply hands, upon which the tuck lowered the gun,
and rith concluded it wes not hia 1ife that wes prized, only the Zun,
Johmnis, o hed recovered his gun, pointed it menacingly at a tuck,
but his compenion grepsed it, exclaiming, "For Uod's sake, don't, or
we'll never leeve her: alivei”

At this critical stege of alfairs, the men noticed in the distunce
twn flgures running tewerd them one of whom proved to ba the chief.
In alarm, “rith called, “Johnnie, the chief is in itl" 3ut Big Foot,
learning the %rouble, pursued and captured the buck wno had tne gun,
sratcned it from him, and knocked fim down. Gquaws anc bucks stoos
awestruck, still clinging o tbeir loot, however, untll the chief
ordered it returned. iis companion, probably & sub cnief, nad
popsessed nimdeli or Jsrlow's gun, doubtless ror safety, sna was
sitting on i%v &y the tail end of ithe wegon.

¥rith then aekeu the chlef %0 orusr nis iollowers to camp, which he
Wld, and these Iour men were ler't alomg, the shile mmn at the dissd-
vantage of belng unamed., They conversed for awhdle, anc, upon
presented with some tudsceo, Wne roa wen gruagingly and reluctantly
returned the guns, Throwing the zurs into tne wAgon, the wnite
zen scconpalled tne others a ahort cistance towaru tneir camp, and, as
accn as they were out of signt, they lost no tine tnonselfes in get-
ting away. After go.ug several niles, they pitehed caup, as it s
" growing dark, late that night, as they were puiting out the fire
oefore asking doun thelr bed, they wers surprised 1o discern a Jone
figure approsching, wnich, dpon arrivel, proved to be a very ola
Inaian, wholly unarmed, A8 nesrly as could be umdierstood, ha toid them
that ne asd come Irem tha casp. They fed “he old fedlow, axpressing
the opinion that there could be only vne of two ressons for his
cresence. oither the chief wished t¢ rid hineelf of the ¢ld man whom
ne regarded ag an lncumbrance, ax waa ine atiitude of Indians toward
the aged, or, what was more llkely, he was probably sent se & safe~

fuard Sfrom any of his unrly tribe who mi}l;;. follow, es, without doubt,
his presence would have @ Certa.n restraining influance,



After his supper, they tock the old man well out of aight of
where they wished to make their emn bed, end, giving hin blankets, A
indicated that he wee to go to oleep, revaining within 8ight until he
was settled for thes night, Then, stealing quietly sway in the dark
they aade their ewm bed well out of signt in a shellow coulee.
Despite the exciting axperiences of the day, they slept wel:.,
slthough they had scquired the habit from other like trading experience
of awkkening at the least stir, 4ie it wad, they slept with uvne aye
open dnd their hands on their guns,

In the zorning they had some difrfoulty in finding their old man,
80 successfully had he zeen cached. After giving hlam some breakfast,
they started him teward his canmp.

As for themgelves, they made all possible haats to .‘rithtsg
sabin at untly, putting several counties as now constituted,
Sewteen themselves and tae Indian camp,



