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Picture of the Exterior of the Melrose Church
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 Melrose, or "the Emigrant Road", as it was called in the earlier days, was first settled by the sons of Erin, who migrated into Canada at the very dawn of the nineteenth century.   About sixty families in all composed this group of early settlers, and among them could be found descendants of some of the most illustrious and distinguished Irish families of that time.  As may be judged from the list that follows, (these names have been taken from the first register of the parish and from other reliable sources), we find names that have made Ireland's history glorious both at home and abroad:



	James .i.Barry;					Daniel .i.Mahoney

	Patrick .i.Brothers;				Dennis Mahoney

	John Brothers					Jeremiah Mahoney

	William Brothers				John Mahoney

	Peter .i.Burke;					Joseph Mahoney

	Patrick .i.Burns	;				Dennis .i.Murphy

	Michael .i.Butler;				Dennis .i.McCarthy

	James .i.Carroll;					Michael McCarthy

	William .i.Clark	;				John .i.O'Rourke

	Thomas .i.Cluney;				John .i.Reilley; Sr.

	John .i.Donavon;				John Reilley Jr.	

	Daniel Donavon				John .i.Roach

	John .i.Dominic	;				Daniel .i.Savage

	James .i.Fitzpatrick;				Dennis Savage

	John .i.Hartnett ;Sr.				James Savage

	John Hartnett Jr.				John Savage

	Timothy Hartnett				Patrick Savage

	William Hartnett				Morris Savage

	Thomas .i.Hayes;				William Savage Sr.

	Bartholomew .i.Hennessey;			William Savage Jr.

	Mr. and Mrs. Patrick .i.Hickey;			John .i.Splane

	Bernard .i.Kelly	;				Thomas .i.Stack

	John .i.Kennedy;				James Stack

	Aenas .i.Lane;					Timothy .i.Sullivan

	Thomas Lane					Dennis .i.Sweeney

	Timothy Lane					James Sweeney

	William Lane					Gilbert .i.Wall

	William .i.Lodge;				Michael .i.Wallace

	J. .i.Mansfield;					Edward .i.Walsh



The first church built at Melrose in the year 1826, some ten years after the arrival of the settlers, was constructed entirely from logs, and occupied a position on the farm of John Roach.  This church was built by Rev. John .i.Cummins.



The old cemetery, wherein lie the remains of most of the first inhabitants of Melrose, about thirteen in all, marks the exact spot occupied by the rustic church.   It is situated about two miles from the position now occupied by the beautiful new Catholic edifice.  Some few
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Rev. Patrick .i.Bradley; (photo)



years ago, the Rev. Edward .i.Savage;, M. A. the esteemed pastor of St. Bernard's church, Moncton, and himself a direct descendant of the pioneer family bearing the name, bought the lot and erected a monument to the happy memory of the early colonists buried there.  Father Savage also erected a beautiful wooden cross in the present cemetery.



The little wooden log church was demolished after a few years and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated for ten years in the home of James .i.Carrol;.  A new edifice was then constructed directly opposite to the position now occupied by St. Bartholomew's church, and part of the present cemetery is the exact spot where the second church stood.  It was a wooden structure built in 1838.   Its dimensions according to available records were forty feet by thirty with a small vestry attached.  It was built under the spiritual direction of Rev. Antoine .i.Gagnon;, who attended the mission stations at Escuminac, Richibucto village and Cape Tormentine.   During some sixty-five years the faithful of Melrose attended divine service at this particular church, during which time the mission was served by such distinguished and venerated clergymen as the Right Rev. John .i.Sweeney;, afterwards Bishop of St. John, who remained about one year (1851-52).  Rev. Thomas .i.Connolly;, after Vicar General (1852-54), Rev. John .i.Mooney; (1854-60); Rev. F. X. .i.Babineau ;(1860-67); and in 1868 Rev. Patrick Bradley was named pastor and until 1897 began his wonderful work along the coast.  Father Bradley's zeal is still remembered by many of the older inhabitants and it is with a holy reverence that his name is
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                 Rev. F. X. .i.Collerette; (photo)  & Rev. L. G. .i.LeBlanc; (photo)



mentioned, whilst all eyes are turned to his picture occupying such a prominent position on the wall.   Father Pat met his death under most sad circumstances in 1897, when he was suffocated by a fire which caught in his home during the night.  The picture reproduced here is an exact copy of one taken from the walls of the homes of Melrose.



Rev. F. X. Collerette, who left behind such an admirable record of piety in Quaco, succeeded Father .i.Bradley;,  at Cape Bauld and died there in 1917.  He was instrumental in bringing about the completion of the plans of his predecessor for a new church at Melrose and in the year 1902, the beautiful church as it now stands, a work of art and design, was completed.  It is a wooden structure measuring sixty-five by forty-two feet with a large vestry attached.   It was blessed by the late Rev. Arthur .i.Meahan;, D. D., in 1903.  The mortal remains of Father Meahan, who died as pastor of St. John the Baptist's church in the city of St. John, now lie in the cemetery adjoining the church.



The late Rev. Louis G. LeBlanc, assistant to Father Collerette at Cape Bauld, attended the missions of Melrose and Port Elgin for some years and it is due to his untiring zeal so ably seconded by Father Collerette, that St. Clement's church was built in 1902 at Port Elgin.



In 1902, when the first Catholic church was built at Port Elgin, the total Catholic population numbered about twenty-five families, the majority of whom were descendants of those God-loving and loyal 
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Acadians, who were banished from their homes and country by the English in the year of the martyrdom of a people, 1755.   However, as may be seen from the list that follows, a few Irish and Scotch families were also to be found living side by side in peace and prosperity with their Acadian brethern.



John .i.Fitzpatrick; was the first Catholic to settle in Port Elgin in 1850.
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Exterior St. Clement's Church, Port Elgin, N.B. (photo)
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The names of the other settlers are as follows:



	Cyril .i.Legere;			John .i.McCallough;		Hypolite .i.Devarennes

	Emilian Legere		Oliver .i.McGraw;		Octave Devarennes

	Fidele Legere			Paul .i.Richard;			John .i.Downey

	Joseph Legere		Alphee .i.White;			Docite .i.Dugay

	John Legere			Sylvain .i.Bourque;		Frank .i.Fagan

	Placid Legere			Laurent .i.Cormier;		Maximan .i.Gould

	Thadee Legere		Sylvain Cormier		Alphee .i.LeBlanc

	John .i.Mahoney;						Theodore LeBlanc



As has been already stated, Saint Clement's church was built under the direction of Rev. Louis G. LeBlanc, who at that time was acting curate at Cape Bauld.  During the month of September 1902, Rt. Rev. Timothy .i.Casey;, D. D., Bishop of St. John, assisted by Rev. Alfred .i.Roy;, C.S.C. of St. Joseph's University, Rev. A. D. .i.Cormier; of Dorchester, and Rev. Philip .i.Hebert,; in the presence of a large congregation blessed the new church and placed it under the patronage of St. Clement.



We have said that this was the first Catholic church built at Port Elgin.  This assertion should in reality be restricted for it is an historical fact that during the French regime, there stood a beautiful little Catholic oratory in the vicinity of Fort Gaspereau, which is but a short distance from the town of Port Elgin. This church was looted and became a prey to flames when the Acadians were dispersed in 1755.



Until the year 1907, both Melrose and Port Elgin were missions dependent upon Cape Bauld, but when Rev. Antoine LeBlanc was appointed pastor of Middle Sackville, then both these missions became attached to Middle Sackville, and they remained thus until July 1st 1926, when Rev. R. B. .i.Fraser;, M. A., then pastor at Sackville, took up residence at Port Elgin.  It was during Father LeBlanc's time at Middle Sackville that the beautiful brick rectory, a credit to his name, was erected.   This parochial residence was sold to the Dominican Fathers when Sackville became a separate parish in 1926.   Father A. LeBlanc was succeeded at Sackville by Rev. Albert V. .i.Landry;, present pastor of Adamsville, and Rev. N. P. Landry, present pastor of Mount Carmel, Kent Co., was his successor.  Father Albert Landry remained at Sackville for two years and Rev. Napoleon Landry for eight years (1917-25).  Rev. R. B. Fraser was pastor in Sackville about one year when on the arrival of the Dominican Fathers, he began the organization of the two missions of Port Elgin and Melrose into a parish.
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Rev. R. B. Fraser, M. A. (photo)



Upon assuming his new duties as a pastor, Rev. Father .i.Fraser; bought the Frank .i.Mitton; property as a residence.  This was remodelled and serves as the actual rectory.   On Sept. 20th, 1926, work was begun upon the church by cutting it into two parts, the sanctuary and vestry were moved back twenty-two feet and the space in between was filled in.  This improvement made room for almost a hundred people, eighteen pews having been installed.  The material used for the construction was mostly taken from the old Baptist church on the adjoining property, which had been purchased from Rev. Mr. .i.Mason; of Wolfville, Nova Scotia.   Walter .i.Gould; of Amherst, was the contractor, August .i.Sandell; of Shemogue, did the decorating.



Early in October, 1926, the first Catholic cemetery in Port Elgin, a four acre block, was purchased.  This cemetery was blessed by the Rev. D. F. .i.Legere;, V. F., of Lewisville, on July 16, 1927.  He and Rev. Joseph .i.Butler;, curate of Buctouche, preached the sermons.



Burials up to date are: -- Edward .i.Noiles;, Mrs. Ada .i.Crossman,; and the infant children of Fred .i.White;, Fidele .i.Landry; and Beloni .i.LeBlanc;.
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Catholic Rectory of Port Elgin (photo)



�


