
South River 
Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

64-66 Main Street
P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

S o u t h  R i v e r

N u m b e r  3 3

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :
w w w . r o o t s w e b . c o m / ~ n j s r h p s /

NON PROFIT ORGANIZAT I O N

BULK RATE
U.S.POSTAGE

P A I D
PERMIT NO. 82

SOUTH RIVER,NJ
08882

2006 SRH&PS Membership Ap p l i c at ion Fo rm

Date________________

Please check one: ❑ New ❑ Renewal    ❑ Gift (from_____________________)

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on membership listing:

Name: (Mr., Mrs. Ms.)  __________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________  State __________  Zip Code  _______

Phone: (____)________________ email: ___________________________

Additional contribution (optional)  $______________

Total amount enclosed: $______________     ❑ Cash    ❑ Check   (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and dues payment to: Candice Lewandoski
60 Hillside Avenue
South River, NJ 08882

❑ My company has a matching gift program.  Company Name: ___________________________________________
Company’s address: ____________________________________________________________

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,

please send matching gift forms with your membership donation.  The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

❑ I would like to donate an additional amount of $___________________________  

This gift is  ❑ in honor of  ❑ in memory of ____________________________________________________________

Gifts will be re c og n i zed in our new s l e t t e r.  

ANNUAL DUE CATEGORIES

❑ Adults * $5.00

❑ Students $1.00

❑ Family* $15.00

❑ Business/Corporate   $25.00

❑ Lifetime (Individual) $250.00

* For multiple memberships, please 
list additional names on back of 
this form

One Fri d ay afternoon as I sat in 
the museum eating pizza, I looke d
a round the building and out the
w i n d ows.  I was pleased to see all
the art i facts in the museum.  My
n ext thoughts we re of the people
connected to the items.  

I t ’s not j u s t s o l d i e rs ’u n i fo rm s
but t h e u n i fo rms wo rn by Te d
Ap p l eby and Ted Sivess fro m
Wo rld War II.

I t ’s not j u s t a ch a i rs in the 
museum but t h e ch a i rs from 
the old High School and
Campbell School in wh i ch 
our students sat .

I t ’s not j u s t ch i l d ’s sled bu t
the sled ri dden by Irene Buga
in her ch i l d h o o d.

I t ’s not j u s t a we dding gown 
but t h e we dding gown wo rn 
by Emily Miller on her we d-
ding day.  

I t ’s not j u s t a doctor’s instru-
ments and office furnishings 

but t h e i n s t ruments and offi c e
f u rnishings of Dr. A l b e rt
S m i t h .

I t ’s not j u s t a Christmas tre e
but t h e C h ristmas fe ather tre e
f rom Emil and Lena Fri t z ’s
h o m e.

I t ’s not j u s t m o numents in 
f ront of the museum but t h e
s a c red names of South Rive r ’s
s o n s , fat h e rs , u n cl e s , and 
husbands who died for our
c o u n t ry.

In our mu s e u m , eve ry picture, i t e m
of cl o t h i n g, p ap e r, or memento
reminds us of the people who used,
e n j oye d, p l ayed with, or made the
items.  It is the people of South
R iver who are the museum.  I 
am sure that there will always be
people to take care of this wo n d e r-
ful place.

Thanks to the members of the
South River Historical & Pre s e r-
vation Society for making my fo u r
ye a rs as president a most rewa rd i n g

ex p e rience (and a lot of enjoyabl e
wo rk , too). I know the residents 
of South River consider themselve s
fo rt u n ate to have a Mayor and
Council that support and will con-
t i nue to support their effo rts to
maintain the mu s e u m—a place to
p ro u d ly display and honor the his-
t o ry of the people of South Rive r.

2006 MEETINGS:

FEBRUARY 22

APRIL 26

JUNE 28

SEPTEMBER 27

NOVEMBER 15

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY MEETINGS

PLEASE JOIN US ON W E D N E S DAY, N OVEMBER 16t h

FOR OUR A N N UAL MEETING
Speaking at the November 16 meeting will be Brian and Quentin Armstrong, descen-
dants of the David Armstrong Family of South River. They will discuss the over 100
year history of the Armstrong family in South River including their civic and business 
contributions to the town (e.g., Mayor James B. Armstrong, Armstrong Sales Car
Dealership, the Shade Tree Committee, the Jesse Selover History of South River, etc.).

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at the South River Museum (formerly
known as the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial building) located at 64-66 
Main Street, South River. For more information: visit www.rootsweb. com/~njsrhps/,
or call: (732)613-3078.

Ted Sivess - His port rait and unifo rm are
p i c t u red here.

President’s Message by Marilyn Anastasio

First Initial Last

H I S TORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
N OVEMBER 2005

(All due and contributions 
are tax-deductible)



The 200th A n n ive rs a ry Celeb ration of the 
Old School Baptist Church
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2005 CONTRIBU TO R S :
( f rom 4/05 – 10/05)

Eleanor R. Eppinger
Rev. Barbara & Robert Jensen

& Family
Lorraine F. McDonald
Leslie Roselli
Rick Rosenberg, Jr.

Richard P. Smith
Candy Torres
Walter Woronowicz

C O N T R I BUTIONS IN
M E M O RY OF:
(from 4/05 – 10/05)
John Fritz (father) by
Barbara and Melvin Petersen 

Special A ck n ow l e d ge m e n t s :

On Sunday, S eptember 18, 2 0 0 5 ,
the Bicentennial of the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church was celeb rat e d.
P resident of the South Rive r
H i s t o rical & Pre s e rvation Society,
M a ri lyn A n a s t a s i o , we l c o m e d
attendees and presented an
ove rv i ew of the aftern o o n ’s 
p rogram.  Here are the highlights
of the celeb rat i o n :

• Elena Marie Chalcraft led the
audience in the Pledge of A l l egi -
ance and proceeded to beautifully
sing a pat riotic hymn solo.

• R eve rend Frank Dav i s , Pastor 
of the Conklin Methodist Church ,
o ffe red kind thoughts then gave 
the invo c at i o n .

• Th roughout its 200 ye a rs the
building has been in service to

South River as a ch u rch , a fre e
p u blic libra ry, a municipal offi c e,
and a mu s e u m .

• R o b e rt Rafano explained the
“Old Sch o o l ” aspect as he gave a
b rief history of the building as a
ch u rch .

• I rene Goldberg, fo rmer libra ry
d i re c t o r, recalled her days in the
l i b ra ry at this add ress.  Prior to her
a rrival no cat a l og system ex i s t e d
and most books we re donat e d.
( E a rly libra ry ledge rs on-hand
attest to this.)  During her tenu re
“ S t o ry Ti m e ” was initiated and
m a ny moms and tots at t e n d e d
while vo l u n t e e rs assisted.  Heat i n g
was a standing issue; a dro p p e d
ceiling (of sorts) was an attempt 
to rectify the pro blem yet provided 
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2005 OFFICERS:
Marilyn Anastasio

President 

Richard Meyers
Vice President 

Hank Dziemian
Treasurer

JoAnn Devlin
Secretary

Donna Rafano
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES:
Martin Adler
Carol DeVoe

Pat Gawarkiewicz
Paul Goepfert

Kathleen Hyland
Arthur Londensky

Paul Migut
Ann Rafano

Edwin Roginski
Karen Satterthwaite

Elaine Sicknick

H O N O R A RY T RU S T E E S:
H a rold A rmstrong
Helen Armstrong
Warren Booraem
Woodis Booraem

Ann Rafano
Earl Wenger (deceased 2004)

South River Historical &
Preservation Society 

2005 Executive Board

A photographic history of the Old School Baptist Church from the 1890’s to current
day was on display.

The Exe c u t ive Board and 

m e m b e rs of the SRH&P

Society offer our 

condolences to the fa m i ly 

o f :

E DWARD W. PRICE

In  Memori a m

ch i l d ren with another opportunity to
ch a l l e n ge the libra ri a n ’s re s o u rc e-
fulness and good humor as books
we re tossed onto the dropped ceil-
ing to be re t ri eved with mops and
b rooms by libra ry employe e s .

• The Deputy Borough Clerk , A n i t a
H e rm s t e d t , fo n d ly reminisced ab o u t
the building as the municipal offi c e,
wh at it meant to her and her fa m i ly,
her va rious duties, h ow the offi c e
became t h e spot in town for local
i n fo rm ation.  Mrs. Hermstedt also
recalled her amazement to discove r,
d u ring the bu i l d i n g ’s re m o d e l i n g,
old tree trunks had supported the
p o rtico.  (One is on display in the
museum.)  Her shared memori e s
we re tru ly touch i n g.

• Ann Rafa n o , h o n o ra ry trustee and
one of the fo u n d e rs of the South
R iver Historical & Pre s e rvat i o n
S o c i e t y, s p o ke about the Society's

b eginnings.  The port raits of the
Willett Sisters we re the fi rst acqui-
sitions.  Memorabilia re l ating to
South River was being stored in
p e o p l e ’s homes and attics.  A place
to share these art i facts and memo-
ries with the town was needed.  In
the 1990’s members of the South
R iver Historical & Pre s e rvat i o n
Society ap p ro a ched the Mayor and
Council about using the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church as a museum; a
lease was signed.  The building has
s u b s e q u e n t ly been placed on the
S t ate and National Regi s t e rs of
H i s t o ric Places.  Mayor Szegeti and
m e m b e rs of the Borough Council
a re to be commended for their 
c o n t i nued support of the mu s e u m ,
of the Society, and of its mission.

• Councilman David Sliker re -
i t e rated the support of the mayo r
and council for the SRH&PS and
d e l ive red a pro cl a m ation re c og n i z-

ing the 200 ye a rs of the bu i l d i n g ’s
ex i s t e n c e.

• Closing re m a rks we re delive re d
by vice-president Dick Meye rs wh o
grat e f u l ly ack n ow l e d ged all re s p o n-
s i ble for the success of the day ’s
eve n t s .

R e f reshments we re serve d.  2006
c a l e n d a rs , note card s , and go l d - t o n e
o rnaments (depicting the bu i l d i n g
and war monuments) we re some of
the items ava i l able for purch a s e.

200th A n n ive rs a ry Celeb ration of the Old School Baptist Church
( c o n t i nued from page 2)

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Mr. & Mrs. Boshko and Rev. Frank Davis
enjoy the celebration.

Ann Rafano spoke of the Society’s incep -
tion and the purchase of the Willett Sisters ’
p o rt raits.  

New museum displays were unveiled at
the celebration.

Councilman David Sliker presents a
proclamation celebrating the building’s
200 years.

C o m m e m o rat ive 200th
A n n ive rs a ry Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch Orn a m e n t (South Rive r
Museum) - $10.00 

Wooden Plaque of the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church (made from timber
f rom the ori ginal columns) - $10.00 

Old School Baptist Church 
N o t e c a rds with Enve l o p e s
( fe at u res an early photo of the
OSBC) Set of 5 cards - $2.50; 
Set of 10 cards - $4.00)

2006 SRH&PS Calendar - $6.00
( c u rrent year and previous ye a rs) 

N u m b e red Limited edition 
p rint of the Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch by Jo s eph Csat a ri
( 1 3 ” x 15 3/4”, u n f ra m e d, i n cl u d e s
b rief biograp hy of the artist and 
h i s t o ry of the Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch building) - $25.00



2005 South River Historical & Pre s e rvation Society, I n c. Members

LIFE MEMBERS:
Stephanie Bartz
Eileen (Kozak) Koltowich
Richard Meyers
Edward W. Price*
Louis E. Rezem, Sr.
Ann M. Smith

H O N O R A RY T RU S T E E S:
Harold Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Woodis M. Booraem
Warren K. Booraem
Ann Rafano
E a rl We n ger (deceased 2004)

BUSINESS MEMBERS:
Anthony J. Cifelli & sons
Appleby Insurance Agency, Inc.
Conklin United Methodist Church
First Reformed Church
Grannd Companies
Laffin Chevrolet
Moshe Aaron Yeshiva High School
Polish Army Veterans Association of America
Ria Mar Bar & Restaurant
Sliker Machine Werkes Inc.
Union Baptist Church
Witty’s Discount Liquors
Yuhas Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

3

Julia Lehocki 
John F. Lenhart 
B a r b a ra S. Lindsay 
A n d rea Londensky 
A rthur M. Londensky 
The Londensky Fa m i ly
A l f red E. Losiew i c z
S h i rl ey E. Losiew i c z
E dwa rd Mack Jr.
James W. Mack i ew i c z
Jamie Mari n o
M i chael A. Mari n o
M i chael J. Mari n o
Peggy Mari n o
G ayle A. Mart i n e z
Betty J. Mat ya s
M a ry E. Maure r
M a u reen McCallion
L o rraine F. McDonald
William J. McIlva i n e
K a ryn A. Migut
Paul J. Migut
D o ris F. Miller
E m i ly F. Miller
Diane Mozzo
M a rty Mozzo
Lydia Mro ze k
Walter J. Mro ze k
Eleanor Munck
M a ry Nemeth
L o rraine F. Nisonoff
Ruth Nole
Ju dy A. Olcsvay
E ric Olsson
M i chael Ondre
Elaine Z. O’Neill
John O’Neill, J r.
M a rl ey O’Neill
C h ristine Orl a n d o
Lola Ostaszew s k i
Anna Pa l a s k i
B e rnadette Pa l a s k i
C h ristine Pa l a s k i
G reg Pa l a s k i
M at t h ew Pa l a s k i
Sy P. Pa l o
K at h ryn M. Pap ro t a
D eb o rah Pa rs o n s
B a r b a ra Pe t e rs e n
Melvin W. Pe t e rs e n
M i chael J. Pfi s t e r

Helen E. Piat t
E dwa rd Pirher
Pat ricia Pirher
Vi c t o ria Pirher
Pauline B. Pisinski
Elaine Pitta
E dwa rd R. Plank
Helen Plank
C a rol Prat o
C a rol E. Pre s n a l
B rian Racek
Jennie Racek
A my L. Rafa n o
C h ristopher D. Rafa n o
Donna L. Rafa n o
R o b e rt C. Rafa n o
R i ch a rd J. Reich e n b a ch
Edna Rice
Kenneth R. Rice
Walter F. Rice
D o ro t hy P. Rice-Olive r
I rene “ D ebby ” R i ch t e r
We n dy D. Rich t e r
D o l o res A. Rogi n s k i
E dwin A. Rogi n s k i
F l o rence Rogi n s k i
Kenneth A. Rogi n s k i
Leslie Roselli
R i ck Rosenberg, J r.
Je a n m a rie Ruch
John M. Rudy
Frances A. Rupp Sanch e z
Edna Rusay
Elena Sapelli Szewe z y k
Al Sarge n t e
G e rri Sarge n t e
The Sargente Fa m i ly
Janet B. Sat t e rt h wa i t e
K a ren Sat t e rt h wa i t e
R i ch a rd Sat t e rt h wa i t e
I ris Sch m i t t
Walter Sch m i t t
Melissa A. Sch n e i d e r- H a n ey
Leslie Senko
M i chele Senko
Joanne Senko 
S t even Senko
C a rol Sherwin 
C h a rles E. Sick n i ck 
Elaine Sick n i ck 
G l a dys Sick n i ck 

The Sick n i ck Fa m i ly
June Sick n i ck Wh e t s t o n e
R i ch a rd P. Smith 
D avid A. Sliker 
Judith G. Smith 
JoAnn Smith-Goep fe rt 
G l o ria Smu t ko 
Ken Smu t ko
The Smu t ko Fa m i ly 
M e aghan Spezzi 
S keeter Spitaleri 
A l exis Stashkeve t ch 
The Stashkeve t ch Fa m i ly
E dwa rd J. Stru gala 
Ann M. Suydam 
Jamie Swain 
Linda & Robert Szegeti  
M i chael Szewczyk 
Jo s eph Tausta 
M rs. Jo s eph Tausta 
The Tausta Fa m i ly
E dwa rd J. Ti m ko 
M a ry M. Ti m ko 
C a n dy To rres 
Betsy Ann Triznadel 
N o rman Triznadel 
Ed Tro j a n owski 
G reg Tro j a n owski 
Cynthia A. Urbanik 
E u gene R. Urbanik 
Eliane Ve rl o ove 
Emiel Ve rl o ove 
E ric Wa k s munski 
John E. We ck 
Mae H. We ck 
B a r b a ra We s t e rga a rd 
Alice M. Wojcik 
Pauline A. Wo l ff 
Walter B. Wo ro n owicz 
R o b e rt Wy cko ff  
D o ro t hy P. Zaleske 
D r. Walter Zars k i *
M a ry Zarski 
Chester A. Zdro d ow s k i
L a u ren E. Zdziars k i
Jean H. Zdziars k i
Jean H. Zimmerm a n
E. J. Zukow s k i
E dwa rd Zukow s k i
M a ra Zukow s k i

* D e c e a s e d

2005 South River Historical & Pre s e rvation Society, I n c. Members 
( c o n t i nued from page 2)
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M E M B E R S:
M a rtin H. Adler 
Alice G. Agnone 
A n t h o ny F. Agnone 
C a ri A. Anastasio 
Gina M. Anastasio 
M a ri lyn Anastasio 
Thomas A. Anastasio 
Louise A n d e rsen   
B rian O. A rm s t rong 
Ann A s chettino 
A n t h o ny A s chettino 
The A s chettino Fa m i ly
Helen Bacze s k i
K a ren Bara
Tom Bara
William J. Barge
A l b e rta B. Barg l o s k i
Paul Bars c zew s k i
B a r b a ra Becker Cline
C h a rles G. Benn
K at h e rine M. Bitow
E ve lyn R. Bloodgo o d
R o s e m a ry Boora e m
M a ry Ann Boy l e r
Walter Boy l e r
K a ren L. Bra d fo rd
C h ristine Brasno 
H e n rietta Brasno 
Wi l bur L. Bryan 
John V. Budzin 
The Budzin Fa m i ly
Suzanne Buffalino 

Vi c t o ria Buffalino 
I rene Buga 
M a rga ret M. Calnan 
Donald G. Calnan 
Dot Canino 
C o rinne S. Cebula 
Elena M. Chalcraft 
Jontel Cohn 
Cyndi Colalillo 
C a rrie Conger 
C a s ey Conge r
L a u rie Conge r
Jo s eph Csat a ri
Susan Csat a ri
Frank Czap kow s k i
JoAnn Czap kow s k i
The Czap kowski Fa m i ly
Julie Dev i n e
JoAnn Dev l i n
C a rol A. DeVo e
R egina T. DeVo e
R egina DeVo e
Candice DeVoe Lewa n d o s k i
K atie E. Dey
Joan E. Dincuff
Thomas F. Dominieck i
Hank Dziemian
Eleanor R. Eppinger 
Janet B. Fa i r we ather 
C h risty Fic 
D r. Louise Fi t z p at ri ck 
C a rlo E. Fo rte 
M a ry Z. Fo rte 

Ann K. Gambo  
Louis J. Gambo*
M a rie S. Gardner 
Fr. David F. Garreton 
S h a ri L. Garretson 
The Garretson Fa m i ly
C h a rles W. Gawa rk i ewicz 
Pat ricia Gawa rk i ewicz 
The Gawa rk i ewicz Fa m i ly
James W. Genecki 
Paul F. Goep fe rt
William F. Goep fe rt
B a r b a ra M. Goff 
Fre d e ri ck J. Goff
M rs. Maxwell S. Golden
L o retta M. Gostkow s k i
M a ria Gostkow s k i
Ronald C. Gry go
M a u reen Handy
M a rk R. Haney
Te rry L. Hann
Douglas E. Heine
K athleen E. Hyland
Paulette Je n s e n
R ev. Barbara A. Je n s e n
R o b e rt C. Jensen 
The Jensen Fa m i ly 
Hilda Kadela 
John Kjers ga a rd 
Frances A. Kosa 
M a rion A. Ku t awski 
E ve lyn Larson 
M e redith Larson 
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D o ro t hy P. Zaleske 
D r. Walter Zars k i *
M a ry Zarski 
Chester A. Zdro d ow s k i
L a u ren E. Zdziars k i
Jean H. Zdziars k i
Jean H. Zimmerm a n
E. J. Zukow s k i
E dwa rd Zukow s k i
M a ra Zukow s k i

* D e c e a s e d

2005 South River Historical & Pre s e rvation Society, I n c. Members 
( c o n t i nued from page 2)



The 200th A n n ive rs a ry Celeb ration of the 
Old School Baptist Church
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2005 CONTRIBU TO R S :
( f rom 4/05 – 10/05)

Eleanor R. Eppinger
Rev. Barbara & Robert Jensen

& Family
Lorraine F. McDonald
Leslie Roselli
Rick Rosenberg, Jr.

Richard P. Smith
Candy Torres
Walter Woronowicz

C O N T R I BUTIONS IN
M E M O RY OF:
(from 4/05 – 10/05)
John Fritz (father) by
Barbara and Melvin Petersen 

Special A ck n ow l e d ge m e n t s :

On Sunday, S eptember 18, 2 0 0 5 ,
the Bicentennial of the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church was celeb rat e d.
P resident of the South Rive r
H i s t o rical & Pre s e rvation Society,
M a ri lyn A n a s t a s i o , we l c o m e d
attendees and presented an
ove rv i ew of the aftern o o n ’s 
p rogram.  Here are the highlights
of the celeb rat i o n :

• Elena Marie Chalcraft led the
audience in the Pledge of A l l egi -
ance and proceeded to beautifully
sing a pat riotic hymn solo.

• R eve rend Frank Dav i s , Pastor 
of the Conklin Methodist Church ,
o ffe red kind thoughts then gave 
the invo c at i o n .

• Th roughout its 200 ye a rs the
building has been in service to

South River as a ch u rch , a fre e
p u blic libra ry, a municipal offi c e,
and a mu s e u m .

• R o b e rt Rafano explained the
“Old Sch o o l ” aspect as he gave a
b rief history of the building as a
ch u rch .

• I rene Goldberg, fo rmer libra ry
d i re c t o r, recalled her days in the
l i b ra ry at this add ress.  Prior to her
a rrival no cat a l og system ex i s t e d
and most books we re donat e d.
( E a rly libra ry ledge rs on-hand
attest to this.)  During her tenu re
“ S t o ry Ti m e ” was initiated and
m a ny moms and tots at t e n d e d
while vo l u n t e e rs assisted.  Heat i n g
was a standing issue; a dro p p e d
ceiling (of sorts) was an attempt 
to rectify the pro blem yet provided 
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2005 OFFICERS:
Marilyn Anastasio

President 

Richard Meyers
Vice President 

Hank Dziemian
Treasurer

JoAnn Devlin
Secretary

Donna Rafano
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES:
Martin Adler
Carol DeVoe

Pat Gawarkiewicz
Paul Goepfert

Kathleen Hyland
Arthur Londensky

Paul Migut
Ann Rafano

Edwin Roginski
Karen Satterthwaite

Elaine Sicknick

H O N O R A RY T RU S T E E S:
H a rold A rmstrong
Helen Armstrong
Warren Booraem
Woodis Booraem

Ann Rafano
Earl Wenger (deceased 2004)

South River Historical &
Preservation Society 

2005 Executive Board

A photographic history of the Old School Baptist Church from the 1890’s to current
day was on display.

The Exe c u t ive Board and 

m e m b e rs of the SRH&P

Society offer our 

condolences to the fa m i ly 

o f :

E DWARD W. PRICE

In  Memori a m

ch i l d ren with another opportunity to
ch a l l e n ge the libra ri a n ’s re s o u rc e-
fulness and good humor as books
we re tossed onto the dropped ceil-
ing to be re t ri eved with mops and
b rooms by libra ry employe e s .

• The Deputy Borough Clerk , A n i t a
H e rm s t e d t , fo n d ly reminisced ab o u t
the building as the municipal offi c e,
wh at it meant to her and her fa m i ly,
her va rious duties, h ow the offi c e
became t h e spot in town for local
i n fo rm ation.  Mrs. Hermstedt also
recalled her amazement to discove r,
d u ring the bu i l d i n g ’s re m o d e l i n g,
old tree trunks had supported the
p o rtico.  (One is on display in the
museum.)  Her shared memori e s
we re tru ly touch i n g.

• Ann Rafa n o , h o n o ra ry trustee and
one of the fo u n d e rs of the South
R iver Historical & Pre s e rvat i o n
S o c i e t y, s p o ke about the Society's

b eginnings.  The port raits of the
Willett Sisters we re the fi rst acqui-
sitions.  Memorabilia re l ating to
South River was being stored in
p e o p l e ’s homes and attics.  A place
to share these art i facts and memo-
ries with the town was needed.  In
the 1990’s members of the South
R iver Historical & Pre s e rvat i o n
Society ap p ro a ched the Mayor and
Council about using the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church as a museum; a
lease was signed.  The building has
s u b s e q u e n t ly been placed on the
S t ate and National Regi s t e rs of
H i s t o ric Places.  Mayor Szegeti and
m e m b e rs of the Borough Council
a re to be commended for their 
c o n t i nued support of the mu s e u m ,
of the Society, and of its mission.

• Councilman David Sliker re -
i t e rated the support of the mayo r
and council for the SRH&PS and
d e l ive red a pro cl a m ation re c og n i z-

ing the 200 ye a rs of the bu i l d i n g ’s
ex i s t e n c e.

• Closing re m a rks we re delive re d
by vice-president Dick Meye rs wh o
grat e f u l ly ack n ow l e d ged all re s p o n-
s i ble for the success of the day ’s
eve n t s .

R e f reshments we re serve d.  2006
c a l e n d a rs , note card s , and go l d - t o n e
o rnaments (depicting the bu i l d i n g
and war monuments) we re some of
the items ava i l able for purch a s e.

200th A n n ive rs a ry Celeb ration of the Old School Baptist Church
( c o n t i nued from page 2)

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Mr. & Mrs. Boshko and Rev. Frank Davis
enjoy the celebration.

Ann Rafano spoke of the Society’s incep -
tion and the purchase of the Willett Sisters ’
p o rt raits.  

New museum displays were unveiled at
the celebration.

Councilman David Sliker presents a
proclamation celebrating the building’s
200 years.

C o m m e m o rat ive 200th
A n n ive rs a ry Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch Orn a m e n t (South Rive r
Museum) - $10.00 

Wooden Plaque of the Old Sch o o l
B aptist Church (made from timber
f rom the ori ginal columns) - $10.00 

Old School Baptist Church 
N o t e c a rds with Enve l o p e s
( fe at u res an early photo of the
OSBC) Set of 5 cards - $2.50; 
Set of 10 cards - $4.00)

2006 SRH&PS Calendar - $6.00
( c u rrent year and previous ye a rs) 

N u m b e red Limited edition 
p rint of the Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch by Jo s eph Csat a ri
( 1 3 ” x 15 3/4”, u n f ra m e d, i n cl u d e s
b rief biograp hy of the artist and 
h i s t o ry of the Old School Bap t i s t
C h u rch building) - $25.00



South River 
Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.
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South River, New Jersey 08882

S o u t h  R i v e r
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V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :
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NON PROFIT ORGANIZAT I O N

BULK RATE
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P A I D
PERMIT NO. 82

SOUTH RIVER,NJ
08882

2006 SRH&PS Membership Ap p l i c at ion Fo rm

Date________________

Please check one: ❑ New ❑ Renewal    ❑ Gift (from_____________________)

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on membership listing:

Name: (Mr., Mrs. Ms.)  __________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________  State __________  Zip Code  _______

Phone: (____)________________ email: ___________________________

Additional contribution (optional)  $______________

Total amount enclosed: $______________     ❑ Cash    ❑ Check   (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

Send your application and dues payment to: Candice Lewandoski
60 Hillside Avenue
South River, NJ 08882

❑ My company has a matching gift program.  Company Name: ___________________________________________
Company’s address: ____________________________________________________________

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program,

please send matching gift forms with your membership donation.  The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

❑ I would like to donate an additional amount of $___________________________  

This gift is  ❑ in honor of  ❑ in memory of ____________________________________________________________

Gifts will be re c og n i zed in our new s l e t t e r.  

ANNUAL DUE CATEGORIES

❑ Adults * $5.00

❑ Students $1.00

❑ Family* $15.00

❑ Business/Corporate   $25.00

❑ Lifetime (Individual) $250.00

* For multiple memberships, please 
list additional names on back of 
this form

One Fri d ay afternoon as I sat in 
the museum eating pizza, I looke d
a round the building and out the
w i n d ows.  I was pleased to see all
the art i facts in the museum.  My
n ext thoughts we re of the people
connected to the items.  

I t ’s not j u s t s o l d i e rs ’u n i fo rm s
but t h e u n i fo rms wo rn by Te d
Ap p l eby and Ted Sivess fro m
Wo rld War II.

I t ’s not j u s t a ch a i rs in the 
museum but t h e ch a i rs from 
the old High School and
Campbell School in wh i ch 
our students sat .

I t ’s not j u s t ch i l d ’s sled bu t
the sled ri dden by Irene Buga
in her ch i l d h o o d.

I t ’s not j u s t a we dding gown 
but t h e we dding gown wo rn 
by Emily Miller on her we d-
ding day.  

I t ’s not j u s t a doctor’s instru-
ments and office furnishings 

but t h e i n s t ruments and offi c e
f u rnishings of Dr. A l b e rt
S m i t h .

I t ’s not j u s t a Christmas tre e
but t h e C h ristmas fe ather tre e
f rom Emil and Lena Fri t z ’s
h o m e.

I t ’s not j u s t m o numents in 
f ront of the museum but t h e
s a c red names of South Rive r ’s
s o n s , fat h e rs , u n cl e s , and 
husbands who died for our
c o u n t ry.

In our mu s e u m , eve ry picture, i t e m
of cl o t h i n g, p ap e r, or memento
reminds us of the people who used,
e n j oye d, p l ayed with, or made the
items.  It is the people of South
R iver who are the museum.  I 
am sure that there will always be
people to take care of this wo n d e r-
ful place.

Thanks to the members of the
South River Historical & Pre s e r-
vation Society for making my fo u r
ye a rs as president a most rewa rd i n g

ex p e rience (and a lot of enjoyabl e
wo rk , too). I know the residents 
of South River consider themselve s
fo rt u n ate to have a Mayor and
Council that support and will con-
t i nue to support their effo rts to
maintain the mu s e u m—a place to
p ro u d ly display and honor the his-
t o ry of the people of South Rive r.

2006 MEETINGS:

FEBRUARY 22

APRIL 26

JUNE 28

SEPTEMBER 27

NOVEMBER 15

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY MEETINGS

PLEASE JOIN US ON W E D N E S DAY, N OVEMBER 16t h

FOR OUR A N N UAL MEETING
Speaking at the November 16 meeting will be Brian and Quentin Armstrong, descen-
dants of the David Armstrong Family of South River. They will discuss the over 100
year history of the Armstrong family in South River including their civic and business 
contributions to the town (e.g., Mayor James B. Armstrong, Armstrong Sales Car
Dealership, the Shade Tree Committee, the Jesse Selover History of South River, etc.).

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at the South River Museum (formerly
known as the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial building) located at 64-66 
Main Street, South River. For more information: visit www.rootsweb. com/~njsrhps/,
or call: (732)613-3078.

Ted Sivess - His port rait and unifo rm are
p i c t u red here.

President’s Message by Marilyn Anastasio

First Initial Last

H I S TORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
N OVEMBER 2005

(All due and contributions 
are tax-deductible)




