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HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION

Number 48 NEWS
President's Messag®y Brian Armstrong

Seeing my byline on the top of this newsletter invokes a sense of pride and responsibility for what the name

Armstrong means to South River. My great grandf
Mand) came to South River from Lime Hill, Northe
Pennsylvania to far m. He married Mary Applegate

and they had nine children. The farming in Pennsylvania was tough and he returned to South River in the
1890s and established a farm on Upper Whitehead Avenue, now Armstrong Avenue, across from the Saints
Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church.

Their nine children would have a great impact on South River over the next 70 years: Frank and David Jr. ha
a plumbing business which eventually becdtussell E. Bloodgood & Son PlumbiggHeating Co., InG.

Jim, Al, and Harold established Armstrong Sales Corporation which began as a bicycle, taxi, and Ford parts
store at Main and Obert (no8outh River Pharmacy & Herland eventually moved to 49 Water Street as one

of the first Pontiac dealerships in America (now Eagle Tire Service ); Jearot®the History of South River

with her husband Jessie Selover (the Superintendent of the Sayreville School System), and both were memt
of the first graduating class of South River High School; my grandfather Charles had a surveying business al
helped establish the library (now the South River Museum) before moving to Westfield where my father and
his siblings grew up; and Harold Sr.ds sons, Har
poration until the 1970s. Jim Armstrong was the mayor of South River in the 1930s; David Jr. was the Chair-
man of the 200 Anniversary Parade in 1920; and various members of the family were active in civic organi-
zations for most of the Jentury.

So as you can see, | take great pride in representing the family and this community as president of this orgat
zation. | also have a great appreciation of South River as a town that gives immigrants the opportunity to fol
low the American dream. My ancestor came to America with little or no money in his pocket and a Scotch
Irish accent. He went on to build a branch of the family that now is very successful in several regions of the
US. | want to implement new programs to focus on the South River immigrant legacy and build on the work
of former president Dick Meyers concerning the ethnic and religious diversity of the borough.

| would also like to promote articles and programs concerning the history of South River sports and South
River High School, late 20century history (1950s to 2000), business/commerce history, and the history of
last 10 years to relate to new and younger residents. | begin this job with a financially sound organization an
with an active membership in partnership with the town of South River in preserving the history of the town
over the last 20 years. | also hope to work closer with the town concerning building preservation issues.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the President of this organization and please feel free to provide ar
guidance and ideas concerning our mission of preserving the artifacts, buildings, and memories of this great
borough.

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR

2009 Meetings
February 25, April 22, June 24, September 23, November 18
These Wednesday night meetings will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly kngwn as
the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located aé®&Main Street, South River. The
Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
March1 April5 May3
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SRH&PS 2009 EXECUTIVE BOARD

OFFICERS HONORARY TRUSTEES
Brian Armstrong Helen Armstrong (1993)
President Warren Booraem (2002)
Vacant Woodis Booraem (2002)
Vice President Ann Rafano (2003)
Ann Rafano Marilyn Anastasio (2005)
Secretary Stephanie Bartz (2007)
Hank Dziemian Dick Meyers (2008)
Treasurer Doris Miller (2008)
Dick Meyers Robert Rafano (2008)
Immediate Past President COMMITTEES
TRUSTEES Artifacts- Stephanie Bartz
Katherine Bitow Buildings & Grounds
JoAnn Devlin Ann and Bob Rafano

Calendar- Doris Miller
Fund Raising Joann Smith
Goepfert and Paul Goepfert

Grants- Brian Armstrong
Historic Buildings & Sites
Ken Roginski
Hospitality - Elaine Sicknick
Membership JoAnn Devlin
Newsletter Dick Meyers

Program- Ann Rafano
Publicity - Marilyn Anastasio
Web Site Stephanie Bartz

Kathleen Hyland
Candice Lewandoski
Art Londensky
Lee Meyers
Robert Rafano
Dolores Roginski
Elaine Sicknick
Robert Szegeti
Nan Whitehead
Vacant
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Corrections

The South River Historical & Preservation Newallingly
corrects its factual errors. If you believe we have made
mistake, please let us know (see p. 6 for contact inform

In the SRH&PS Website Guest Reqgister
Greetings Fr

Clare Bloodgood, East Brunswick, NJ
(Nov. 25, 2006 )

| grew up in South River and | used to live of
Price Place with my parents. My mother wa
a stay at home mom. My dad was a proming
plumber in the town. | remember that every
where that my dad took us, everyone knew
him. He built his plumbing and heating busi
ness on long hours and hard work. His word
was his contract that if he got the job that he
would make darn sure that it was done the r
way.

Stephen J. Przybylko, New Bern, NC
(Dec. 6, 2006)

Grew up and lived in SR from 1941 to 1963.|.

Attended St. Mar yos
There is a concrete building on Radcliffe St.
You can't miss it. It is now a machine shop,
it used to be the B&M Printing Co. owned by
my father Stephen C. He had it built about
1946. Across the street, used to be Leon

Kuberski's riding stables, before he moved gut

to what we used to call Snake Hill Road (Riv
Road).

Edwin B. Zaslow, North Miami Beach, FL
(June 12, 2007)

| grew up in South River, living there from
1951 to 1979, first at 19 Jackson Street until
1962, and then at 510 Old Bridge Turnpike,
where my father had his optometric practice
y,ttended Willett School, and South River Jur
lor and Senior High Schools, graduating in
1969. My mother, Anita Schwartz, was born
Whitehead Avenue in 1915. All my grandpa
ents lived in South River until their passings.
My parents retired and moved to Florida in
1982. My maternal grandfather, Joseph
Schwartz, was one of the founders of Congr
gation Anshe Emeth, which was located on
'Whitehead Avenue. He owned the building
located at 19 Jackson Street, which | believe
had constructed. He operated a general sto
on the first floor. My father and uncle had th
optometric and dental practices on the secof
floor of this building, which also had an apar
ment. My paternal grandparents lived at 10
darwood Street.
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NShow o6n Tell 0 SRHE&

AShow and Tell 6 has become an annual event at
discussion and active participation by other attendees ensues.
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Local artist Joseph Csatari, about fifteen years ago, asked to do a portrait of Chet Zdrodowski, former mayor

of South River and educator. Chet, fa jokest
nated the painting to the SRH&PS. Rivermill Art Gallery at 34 Main Street, South River donated the f

Bi |l l Her mst edt shared Afun findso of his met a

little toy ax, an arrowhead, a 1786 coin, and Indian head pennies were some of his recent surface finds.
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Outgoing president Dick Meyers, in conducting genealogical research, noted variations of the spelling of his
last name: Myre, Myer, Meyers, Meyer. Anita Hermstedt, a retired borough employee, affirmed the practice

was not uncommon. Anyone tracing their ancestry should be aware of this.

Life member and committee chair Stephanie Bar
and AnCausewayo art pieces, which are on | oan

t z
t o

Municipal Building. Stephanie discovered both paintings were of photos from the Van Dyke Reid colléction.

Also, while purchasing postcards of South River on eBay, she acquired an 1896 photo of South River
School which she donated to the South River Museum.

Newly-elected president Brian Armstrong explained his recent acquisition of a 1912 World Series bat
had been in his Uncle Jimbés extensive basebal
remarks, Brian recognized the twentieth anniversary of the SRH&PS, the accomplishments of the org
tion, the invaluable contribution of Stephani
worl do; his words fdnas we work to preserve his
members, officers and trustees.

Over the last two decades, the South River Historical and Preservation Society, Inc. (SRH&PS) has ¢
long way! We welcome you to stop in and see for yourself. (The museum is open the first Sunday of
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month and five times a year during meetings.) We welcome you, too, to share your stories and memories wi

us.

Photographed while presenting at the
Annual Meeting on November 19 wer
(beginning at the top center and mov
clockwise) Joseph Csatari, Bill
Hermstedt, Dick Meyers, Stephanie
Bartz, and Brian Armstrong.
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