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The creation of this Woodland Cemetery resulted from a failed real estate 
speculation. In 1832, Col. George Bomford of Washington, D.C. acquired 200 acres 
in Newburgh Township.  He sold 100 acres to John Whipple of Providence, RI, and 
60 acres to Benjamin F. Butler, Pres. Andrew Jackson’s attorney general.  The trio 
divided the land in 40 five-acre lots just before the Panic of 1837.   By 1851, the 

land remained unsold.  Samuel Starkweather, the local agent, sold Butler’s share for 
the long-sought second Cleveland cemetery.  Woodland Cemetery was designed in 
rural cemetery style by New York landscape gardener Howard Daniels.  The name 
was inspired by a fanciful poetic description of an unseen Cleveland by Scottish 
poet Thomas Campbell.  Former Ohioan Daniels provided a 20-acre plan, “as 

beautifully prepared for a burial place as fancy and taste could desire.”  
Dedicated on 14 June 1853. 

         elp us put Woodland Cemetery on the map!
                  Your tax-deductible donation to the fund for acquiring 
an Ohio Historical Marker for the grounds will help us raise the 
required $2,500. Please make your check payable to the Woodland 
Cemetery Foundation and mail to P.O. Box 1966, Cleveland,
Ohio 44106.  For more information contact 
Michelle A. Day at 216-319-2091 or 
michelleann@ameritech.net.
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Woodland Cemetery is listed on The National Register of Historic Places
the Nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.


