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Introduction

• Help you understand what is:
– Wiki

– Blogs and blogging

– RSS

• Understand their genealogical usefulness

• How to find them

• Take a look at some 

• Provide you with at least one golden 
nugget of information that you can’t wait 
to get home to try!
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Wiki--What I Know Is
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What is a Wiki?

• Page or collection of Web pages designed to enable anyone 
who accesses it to contribute or modify content, using a 
simplified markup language.

• Wikis are often used to create collaborative websites and to 
power community websites. 

• The collaborative encyclopedia Wikipedia is one of the best-
known wikis.

• Wikis are used in business to provide intranets and 
Knowledge Management systems. 

• Ward Cunningham, developer of the first wiki software, 
originally described it as "the simplest online database that 
could possibly work"

• "Wiki“ is a Hawaiian word for "fast" "Wiki Wiki" is a 
reduplication. 

• "Wiki" can be expanded as "What I Know Is," but this is a 
backronym
[Source:  Wikipedia]
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Why Use Wikis?

• Great source of genealogical 
information

• Generally easy to use and search

• Information that can be corrected

• Dedicated to a specific genealogical 
purpose

• Excellent means to facilitate 
communication
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Finding Wikis

• Search using a search engine

• Cyndi’s List:  Wikis for Genealogy

• Lots of Wikis dedicated to surnames
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Wiki Genealogy Sites

• FamilySearch Wiki

• FamilyPedia

•WeRelate

•WikiTree 

• Encyclopedia of Genealogy

• GENWiki
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FamilySearch Wiki

• Found at:
–wiki.FamilySearch.org

• Owner:  LDS Church

• Key Features:  
–Uses professionally written Research 
Outlines as a base

–Professional publishing requirements

–Professional access?

–Barn Raising
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FamilyPedia

• Found at:

– http://genealogy.wikia.com/wiki/Main_Page

• Goals:
– Focus on capturing details of lives of ancestors, 

– Historically significant people as well as everyday people 
usually not listed in encyclopedias, histories, or even 
"people's histories". 

– Provide information about the historical and social 
context of people

– Site aspires to be truly global, with active contributors 
and information from multiple cultures and all four 
Hemispheres.

• Key Feature:  Lots of surname submissions
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WeRelate

• Found at:

– http://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page

• Details

– Sponsored by the Foundation for On-Line 
Genealogy, Inc. in partnership with the 
Allen County Public Library

–World's largest genealogy wiki with pages 
for over 2.000,000 people/families and 
growing 

• Key Feature:  Tightly coupled to Allen Co. 
Library
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WikiTree

• Found at: 

– http://www.wikitree.org/index.php?title=M
ain_Page

• Details:

– Goal is to provide a central place on the 
Internet for kin information about all 
people we know ever lived 

• Key Features:  Surname listings
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Encyclopedia of Genealogy

• Found at:

– http://www.eogn.com

• Details:

– Serves as a compendium of genealogical tools 
and techniques 

– Provides reference information about 
everything in genealogy except people 

• Key Feature: Great place to find 
definitions/discussion on genealogical 
topics
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GENWiki

• Found at:

– wiki-en.genealogy.net/Main_Page

• Details:

– Designed to become main source for 
genealogy in German-speaking areas of world 

– Society for Computergenealogy E. V.

• Key Feature:  Trying to become THE 
Germany genealogy source on Internet
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Blog—Web Log
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What is a Blog?

• A blog (a contraction of the term "Web log") is a Web site, 
usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of 
commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such 
as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in 
reverse-chronological order. 

• Many blogs provide commentary or news on a particular 
subject; others function as more personal online diaries. 

• A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other 
blogs, Web pages, and other media related to its topic. 

• The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive 
format is an important part of many blogs. 

• Most blogs are primarily textual, although some focus on 
art (artlog), photographs (photoblog), sketches 
(sketchblog), videos (vlog), music (MP3 blog), audio 
(podcasting), which are part of a wider network of social 
media.[

[Source:  Wikipedia]
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Blogging

• Highly personal views
–Read, biased

– Information very relational

• Many professional genealogical 
researchers using blogs to draw 
customers

• Easy to create a blog

• In many ways is easier to create and 
maintain than an entire website
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Finding Blogs

• 1000’s available

• Google Blog Search

–Go to Google Home, select “more”, 
Select Blogs

• Genealogy Blog Finder

–http://blogfinder.genealogue.com/

• Cyndi’s List Blogs for Genealogy

–www.cyndislist.com/blogs.htm
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RSS—Really Simple 
Syndication
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What is RSS?

• Stands for “Really Simple Syndication:”
• RSS is a family of Web feed formats used to publish 
frequently updated works – such as blog entries, news 
headlines, audio, and video – in a standardized format 

• An RSS document (which is called a "feed", "web 
feed", or "channel") includes full or summarized text, 
plus metadata such as publishing dates and 
authorship. 

• Web feeds benefit publishers by letting them 
syndicate content quickly and automatically. 

• Benefit readers who want to subscribe to timely 
updates from favored websites or to aggregate feeds 
from many sites into one place. 

• RSS feeds can be read using software called an "RSS 
reader", "feed reader", or "aggregator", which can be 
web-based or desktop-based. 



21
Dave Vickers  © 2009

Benefits to RSS

• Get distributed articles from a source 
in a single location rather than 
finding them via your e-mail

• Stores past entries on their site

• Great way to organize 

• You subscribe to an RSS feed

• Need to install or use an RSS reader
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RSS Readers

• Web based or computer based

• Many options available

• Reviews:

–http://www.download.com/RSS-
Readers/3150-9227_4-0.html

• Google Reader most used
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Google Reader-RSS

• Stay up to date Google Reader 
constantly checks your favorite news sites 
and blogs for new content. 

• Share with your friends Use Google 
Reader's built-in public page to easily 
share interesting items with your friends 
and family. 

• Use it anywhere, for free Google 
Reader is totally free and works in most 
modern browsers, without any software to 
install. 
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Final Comments
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Conclusions—Using RSS, 
Wikis and Blogs

• Great resource

• Exploding in popularity

• Wiki—controls content

• Blog—large potential for good and 
bad

• RSS—great way to organize and 
access feeds


