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A Message from the President . . . Tom Thomas 

Another summer has come and gone at the Sedgwick House Museum. 

We were set up to have an excellent visitation experience…The Martins 

Ferry Rotary Club had provided money for us to hire a tour guide, Bob 

Weber agreed to be our guide, and we had a schedule that allowed us to be 

open every weekend. But no one came. The number of visitors was very 

disappointing, as usual. This will make us look closely at what we do next 

summer. The Rotary Club has disbanded, so we have no monetary help 

coming from them. Having Bob or any other guide sit at the museum is a 

huge waste of time and expertise. Probably, we will not open at all, just 

making ourselves available to people who call and ask for a chance to visit. 

Please let us know what your opinion is concerning this matter. 

 We did get some work done on the physical condition of the 

buildings. Several doors were replaced and the youth from the First 

Christian Church were able to paint the summer kitchen. Also, the grounds 

and lawn at the museum were kept in great condition through hard work by 

members of the MFAHS. 

 As you know, the MFAHS is working closely with the Martins Ferry 

Hall of Honor. The group is beginning work now on the honorees of the 

Class of 2010. If you have anyone you would like to nominate for 

membership in the Hall, please contact us here at the Sedgwick Museum. 

Also, the small park at the corner of Fifth and Hanover Streets has been 

designated as Hall of Honor Park. A sign has been placed there listing the 

members of the Class of 2008 and the Class of 2009. 

 This fall, the MFAHS will be involved in two activities that we want 

to tell you about. On Halloween weekend there will be a GHOST WALK at 

the Walnut Grove Cemetery. Times will be announced later. At 

Thanksgiving, we will participate in the Martins Ferry Christmas Parade. 

We hope this will keep our presence before the citizens of Martins Ferry 

during our slow time of the year. 

  

 

 



MARTINS FERRYôS WOOLEN MILL 

From: The ñTimes Leaderò, undated 

 

Eastern Ohio was once the center of a 

large and flourishing textile industry 

centered in Steubenville with plants in 

Martins Ferry, Mt. Pleasant, Barnesville, 

Armstrongs Mills, and other points south 

and west of Steubenville. These woolen 

mills were the beginning of a great wool 

growing industry in Ohio. 

The Martins Ferry plant—a woolen 

mill—was in a large brick building that 

stood near Grant Avenue and South Zane 

Highway. There, flannels and other woolen fabrics were made from fleece 

produced by flocks in Belmont, Harrison, and Jefferson Counties. This plant 

was established by a Mr. Leach, who came to Martins Ferry from England’s 

textile manufacturing region. Another source says it was a Mr. Turner who 

built the building that housed the woolen mill. 

In those days, roads over the Allegheny Mountains were highly 

inferior, and the main thoroughfare from Pittsburgh was the Ohio River.  

Cost of shipment to Pittsburgh and then the Ohio country was sometimes 

more than the value of the merchandise itself. Therefore, enterprising Ohio 

Valley pioneers set about making themselves self sufficient. They set up 

their own factories and drew upon the natural wealth of the district for raw 

materials. 

Machinery, of course, had to be imported at great expense. Sheep, too, 

were brought here and set loose to graze on the beautiful Eastern Ohio 

hillsides. William R. Dickenson seems to have been the first to bring 

improved breeds to Ohio. About 1812, he laid the foundation of a flock of 

pure Merino sheep purchased from New Jersey.  

Spain had jealously guarded its Merino flocks for centuries, allowing 

no exports. But when Napoleon’s armies arrived, thousands of her best 

sheep were slaughtered to feed his soldiers. This led to many sheep being 

secured by Americans and shipped to this country. It was the flocks of Mr. 

Dickerson and a Mr. Wells, which were combined, that become 

internationally famous.  

Even today, although the textile industry in this area no longer exists, 

sheep can be seen grazing on farms in the countryside surrounding Martins 

Ferry. 

 



YOUNG HOWELLS DRAFTS A ñLIFEò FOR LINCOLN 

From: ñOhio Historyò Autumn 1967 

 

Two hundred years after his birth, Lincolnôs biographies number 

about 60,000, second only in number to biographies of Napoleon. In 1860 

Martins Ferry native William Dean Howells was chosen to write his official 

campaign biography. It remains the most famous of the early writings on 

Lincoln. 

 Seemingly within moments after the nomination of 

Abraham Lincoln on May 18, 1860, a representative of 

the Columbus publishing firm of Follett, Foster and 

Company, from the Tremont House in Chicago 

telegraphed the president-to-be in Springfield saying, “In 

connection with your debates with Douglas we have 

announced your biography. Please designate your 

pleasure if any as to who the writer shall be.” On May 28, 

they reported that William Dean Howells would be the author. 

At that time young Howells was working for the vigorous new 

publishing house that was promoting young authors. His job was to read and 

revise manuscripts. To date, their most successful book had been their 

volume of the Lincoln and Douglas Debates issued during the early months 

of 1860. 

The only time W. D. Howells had ever seen Lincoln had been at the 

Columbus State House the previous September, and he could only dimly 

remember listening to his speech. Salmon P. Chase had been his man for the 

Republican nomination. Governor Chase seemed to him to be a model of the 

kind of man fitted for national leadership. 

Although Howells got the writing assignment, the field work was 

given to a young acquaintance, James Quay Howard. He did a conscientious 

job of locating Lincoln’s law associates, old neighbors, and friends in 

Illinois, taking their reminiscences and comments in frank, homely detail. 

He abstracted the story of Lincoln’s record in local politics from local 

journals. This bundle of handwritten memoranda turned up years later in the 

papers of Robert Todd Lincoln. 

When Howells sat down to write the book, the notes that were before 

him, taken down in the idiom of Lincoln’s friends and neighbors, made it 

apparent that Lincoln’s background was one of frontier crudity and cultural 

deprivation. However, they also suggested a certain charm and familiarity. “I 

was at home with it,” he said, “for I have known the belated backwoods of a 

certain region in Ohio; I had almost lived the pioneer life.” 



Many of the folk stories of Lincoln’s early days were first written 

down in this book—such as the story of young Abe Lincoln helping split 

about a thousand rails for James Hanks and William Miller in Macon 

County, or of Abe’s bargaining with Mrs. Nancy Miller “to maul 400 rails 

for each yard of brown fabric dyed with white walnut bark, until he got 

enough to make a pair of pants.  

Lincoln’s days of traveling the Mississippi were recounted as were his 

struggles during the New Salem period when he endeavored to educate 

himself and win a foothold in a profession.  

Howells’ Abraham Lincoln emerged as a young heroic figure who had 

overcome endless trials and tribulations. According to Howells, Abe 

Lincoln, who was self educated, became the best public speaker in the area, 

had great physical prowess, was great military leader (the Blackhawk War) 

and had the highest moral qualities— “Honest Abe”. 

 Even if William Dean Howells had never gone on to the long literary 

career that established his fame, he would have been remembered for his 

campaign publication of the Life of Abraham Lincoln. It was eventually to 

become the most famous of the thirteen or more of the Lincoln biographies 

that were rushed onto the market in the summer of 1860. 

  

WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS 

 

William Dean Howells was born in Martins Ferry, 

Ohio March 1, 1837, the son of William Cooper and Mary 

Dean Howells. His family left Martins Ferry when he was 

three years old. He spent his boyhood in Hamilton, Ohio 

and later Dayton. 

He learned to set type at an early age, and by the 

time he was fourteen, he was working as a compositor with 

the Ohio State Journal in Columbus.  

During the Civil War, he served as the United States Consul to 

Venice. On his return to the United States William Dean Howells joined the 

staff of the Nation, a promising new magazine. He lived in Boston where he 

was a member of a literary circle that included some of this country’s 

greatest authors.  

In 1871 he became editor of the Atlantic Monthly, considered the 

nation’s leading magazine. He opened its pages to Mark Twain, Henry 

James and other authors.  

A prolific writer of realistic novels, he was known as the “dean of 

American literature” and the “conscience of the country” in the 19
th

 century. 

He died May 11, 1920. 



FOR SALE FROM THE SEDGWICK HOUSE MUSEUM 

 

    Museum Pick Up  Mailed 

     (Includes Tax)  (IncludesS/H) 

 

Annie Tanks’ Martins Ferry           $16.05  $20.00 

By Annie C. Tanks 

 

A Town of Grandeur   $13.00  $16.50 

By Annie C. Tanks 

 

Lillie      $16.00  $19.50 

By Jacob C. Williams, Jr.    

 

Bulltown     $4.00   $6.00 

 

The Zane Genealogy in the Ebenezer Martin Line 

Compiled by A. Alma Martin,   

Phyllis Kane, Myra Martin, and  $20.00  $23.50 

Diane Nichols 

 

Remembrances of Nutbusters and Beauty Queens  

By Bill Burge    $11.00  $13.50 

 

Harry Northwood, The Early Years 1881-1900 

By Willliam Heacock, James Measell,  

Berry Wiggins    $20.00  $23.50 

 

Note Cards, pkg. of eight   $3.00   $5.00 

 

Mail to:  Name:________________________________________ 

 

   Address:_______________________________________ 

 

   City, State, Zip Code:____________________________ 

 

Mail orders to: 

Martins Ferry Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 422 

Martins Ferry, OH 43935  

 



GHOST WALK 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST 

 

AT  

 

WALNUT GROVE CEMETERY 

 

6 TO 8 P. M. 
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