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Background
-

Civil Birth, Marriage, Death registrations for
England and Wales started 1 July 1837
- One national system for all registrations

- Records indexed by date of registration into
guarters (4 times a year)

- Scotland & Ireland have own registration systems

Civil registration districts created as well

- GENUKI has listing of districts and associated codes
(http://www.fhsc.org.uk/genuki/reqg/)




FreeBMD

]
www.freebmd.org.uk

Goal: Provide free Internet access to the transcribed

Civil Registration indexes _for births, marriages, and

deaths for England & Wales

— All-volunteer effort; permission granted from Office of
National Statistics to put info on Internet (Crown copyright)

- Not yet complete for every year but over 118 million records
transcribed; Family Records Centre, London has all indexes

- Many are double keyed

Allows easy on-line ordering of actual certificates
from General Register Office (GRO)

Prior to 1 Jul 1837: http://www.freereq.org.uk/
- Inits infancy, not yet searchable




Why obtain certificates?
-

Birth: When and where born, name and occupation
of father, maiden name of mother, name and
residence of informant, when registered (after 1911,
gave mother’'s maiden name)

Marriage: Date of marriage; name, age, residence,
and occupation of groom; name and occupation of
groom’s father, name, age, status, occupation,
residence of bride, name and occupation of bride’s
father; denomination of church, names of withesses
and clergy/reqistrar

Death: When and where died, age (1866-1969),
occupation, cause of death, informant signature and
residence, when registered, signature of registrar






Broom Family, Horsham St. Faiths,
Norfolk, England

Microfilm HO 107/783/11, located at the Family Records Centre, 1 Myddleton Street,
London, EC1R 1UW

1841 Census

Samuel Broom  30/M Ag Labr  Born in Same County

Sarah do 30/F blank Not born in Same County
Saml do 15/M blank Born in Same County
William do 11/M blank Born in Same County

Mary do 8/F blank Born in Same County
Sarah do 6/F blank Born in Same County
James do 3/M blank Born in Same County
Mattahias do 2 months blank Born in Same County

1851 Census, England, Norfolk

BROOM Samuel head 44yrs Married Agricultural+ SELF Born St Faith
" Sarah wife 45yrs " Born Littleport, CAM
" Samuel son 25yrs Unmarried " Born St Faiths
" William son 2l1lyrs Unmarried " Born Norwich
Mathathias son 10yrs " Born St Faiths
Caroline dau 7yrs Scholar  Born St Faiths

Elizabeth dau 4yrs Born St Faiths



Results
e

District in italics means possible error
- Unknown, volume/date/page disagrees w/district
Some information is transcribed directly from

microfilm/microfiche, some is transcribed
from scans of index book

- Microfilm/microfiche & scanning can induce errors



Results Page

Name in BOLD means double-keyed [two
transcribers input data separately]

Symbols
— Glasses -- Scan of the transcription available
- ? —comment added by transcriber

- Postem — Additional data posted by database
searchers as a means to communicate with those
Interested in the same person/registration event
(additional info, contact information — beware of
spam harvesters) up to 250 characters



Finding a Spouse Before 1912
-

Pre-1912 marriage indexes do not reference spouse

Before 1852, up to 4 marriages on a register page;
after 1852 mostly 2 marriages per page [identified by
District, Volume, Page]

Click on PAGE NUMBER and results will show all
results on that register page

No way to ascertain which female goes with which
male but narrows possibilities down to a handful of
people



Results Page
-

Mono — Does not differentiate if gap in data (see below)

Exact Match on First Names — Will take first name exactly as
Input (ignores middle names, middle Initials, additional letters)

Phonetic search — Soundex of last name

Match only recorded ages (at death) — some don’t have ages;
uses ages from 0-100

Gap in data — entries come from different pages in the index

Limits of search: 3000 results returned, stops after 3 minutes of
searching, up to 100 people searching at once

Saved Search — Viewable online; useful to try again after more
files added to FreeBMD; can Show New (from last saved
search) or Show All



Download Search
e

Download search results to a file

- Use search results and view them offline
- View in Excel gives best results

- Tab Separated Variable format

- Note “flag” values [noted on website with italicized
District]



Ordering Certificates
-

General Register Office website
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificate/
ndex.asp#0

— Credit Card, Name, Address, Email, Registration
Detalls (Volume, Page number)

— First time requires a registration process or
designate yourself as a guest user

- Target 4 working day turnaround time [current 6
day turnaround; was 15 days]

- Birth, Marriage, Death Certificates: £7 each
(~$12.90 Standard-4 working days) or £23
(~$42.38 priority-next working day)




Summary
T

Free BMD is an all-volunteer effort to create
free Internet access to civil registration
Indexes of England and Wales

Allows easy, flexible searching across
multiple registration districts and multiple
spellings and multiple years

Makes ordering certificates SIMPLE!




