


ETHNIC GENEALOGY

 THINKING 'OUT OF THE BOX' WHEN
DEVELOPING SEARCH STRATEGIES

* FINDING AND REMOVING ROADBLOCKS
* USING OLD TOOLS IN-NEW WAYS



PROBLEMS WITH ETHNIC
GENEALOGY

ATTITUDES OF IMMIGRANTS
LINGUISTICS AND AMERICANIZATION
ERRORS IN.DATA TRANSMISSION

POLITICS AND THE CHANGING
BOUNDARIES IN EUROPE

DIFFERENCES IN CULTURE AND
CUSTOMS



ATTITUDES OF IMMIGRANTS

WHY COME TO AMERICA?

* PUSHES
WANTED CHILDREN TO HAVE BETTER LIFE
ESCAPE PERSECUTION
STARVATION, POVERTY, AND WAR
* PULLS
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
AMERICAN DREAM



ATTITUDES OF IMMIGRANTS
COMING TO THE NEW WORLD

IMMIGRANTS FROM THE OLD WORLD WERE:

UNAFRAID OF ETHNIC CONTAMINATION

CONSCIOUSLY ABANDONING AN ‘OLD* WAY OF
LIFE

WILLING TO ADOPT A NEW CULTURE

HISTORY OF PAST WANDERINGS LEFT THEM
UNATTACHED TO THE OLD WORLD



WE ARE AMERICANS NOW

e DIDN'T TEACH THEIR.CHILDREN OLD
LANGUAGES, NON-RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS,
OR FAMILY HISTORY.

e PROUDLY CHANGED THEIR NAMES.TO
REFLECT THEIR NEW HOME.

e WERE NOT INTERESTED IN PRESERVING
OR REMEMBERING THE PAST.



LINGUISTICS -AND AMERICANIZATION
WHAT'S IN A NAME?

* TRUNCATION:
A ROSENBERG BY ANY OTHER NAME

e SPELLINGS: ALIAS PSMITH AND YOHNNES

* LOST IN TRANSLATION:
KOWALSKIEQUALS SMITH

* NAME CHANGES
 THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF SOUNDEX



LAST NAMES

* NAME TRUNCATION
— ROSENBERG TO ROSEN TO ROSE

— ROTTENBERG TO ROTHENBERG TO
ROTH

e SPELLING VARIATIONS
—REAL: BULESKY,, BULIEVSKY, BULEFSKY
— ERRORS: KATZ TO CATS

* NAME CHANGES

— AMERICANIZATIONS
e KATZ TO KATES OR KENT
e SCHMIDT TO SMITH



LAST NAMES

* TRANSLATIONS
— NAMES REFLECTING OCCUPATIONS
— OCCUPATIONS REFLECTING STATUS

e SOUNDEX
—WHEN IT"WORKS
— WHEN.IT DOESN'T
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FIRST NAMES

* YIDDISH- ABRAM, YITZHAK, YA'AKOV

GERMAN-JOHANNES
RUSSIAN-ANYA, FANYA, ILLICH, VAN
SPANISH- JOSE, MARIA, JESUS
CHINESE- WORD ORDER!!!

POLISH- KRAKINTOMOLOFSKY
ITALIAN- SALVADOR



LEARN THE LANGUAGE

AMERICANIZATIONS

sANTONIO TO ANTHONY
*REUVEN TO REUBEN
«JOHANNES TO JOHN
*VVLADIMIR TO LADDIE
*NISSAN/ NATAN TO NATHAN
«CHAIM TO HY OR HERMAN









CEMETERIES

SAME RELIGION- DIFFERENT ETHNICITY

VARIANT CALENDARS

— DEATH DATES
— CALENDAR

SYMBOLS

FINDING CEMETERIES
— FIND-A-GRAVE

— OLD MAPS

— ON-LINE SEARCHING



ERRORS

THE GENEALOGY TIMELINE
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CENSUS STRATA

1st CENSUS 2nd CENSUS
IMMIGRANT AMERICAN
PROCESS OF AMERICIZATION
ENUMERATOR ENUMERATOR
DATA ENTRY OPERATOR DATA ENTRY OPERATOR
YOU YOU



CATS SCAN






CATS 1900



CATS 1910



CATS 1920



CATS 1930



OTHER ERRORS (AND FIBS)

* TYPING

* DATES: 7-9-57

* MARCH 24,1750 TO MARCH 27, 1751
* OTHER DATE ERRORS



TYPING ERROR






ERRORS (AND FIBS)









SHIFTING NATIONAL
BOUNDARIES

IN 1900, A IMMIGRANT FROM WESTERN UKRAINE
WOULD BE FROM WHAT COUNTRY?

A. UKRAINE
B. RUSSIA
C. USSR
D. OTHER










SHIFTING INTERNAL
BOUNDARIES

* STATE BOUNDARIES
* COUNTY BOUNDARIES
e CITY BOUNDARIES



CULTURE AND CUSTOMS

* NAMES
— DEAD OR ALIVE?

* COMMUNITIES
— NEWSPAPERS
— OCCUPATIONS

* MEMBERSHIPS
— RELIGIOUS
— SOCIAL
— PHILANTHROPIC




THE SHOAH

* HOLOCAUST GENEALOGY

— EVENTS WITH DOCUMENTED PEOPLE
* LABOR/ CONCENTRATION CAMPS

— DOCUMENTED EVENTS BUT NOT PEOPLE
* EINSATZGRUPPEN- BELARUS, LITHUANIA, UKRAINE

— EVENTS NOT DOCUMENTED
* DEATH CAMPS
e JEWS WHO HID AND WERE DISCOVERED
e SELECTED FOR DEATH AT WORK CAMPS



LOCATING RECORDS

YAD VASHEM
YIZKOR BOOKS

LISTS OF VICTIMS
— GEDENKBUCH

LISTS OF DISPLACED PERSONS
— INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE OF THE RED CROSS

DEPORTATION LISTS
— ‘MEMORIAL TO THE JEW DEPORTED FROM FRANCE’




PASSENGER LISTS

* PASSENGER LIST INDICES
e SHIP MANIFESTS
e SHIP ARRIVAL LISTS




PASSENGER LIST
PORTS OF CALL

* BALTIMORE

* BOSTON

* GALVESTON

* GULF PORTS

* NEW ORLEANS
* NEW YORK

* PHILADELPHIA



PASSENGER LISTS

* HAND WRITTEN SHIP MANIFESTS
* ORGANIZED BY DATE AND SHIP
* INDEXED BY DATE AND NAME



TO FIND AN IMMIGRANT

e KNOW
— THE APPROXIMATE DATE
— PORT OF ARRIVAL
— ORIGINAL NAME OF PASSENGER
— ORIGINAL SPELLINGS IF POSSIBLE



IT HELPS IF YOU KNOW

* AGE OF PASSENGER

* TRAVELING COMPANIONS
* COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

* OCCUPATION

* SOUNDEX CODE

* NAME OF SHIP



USING THE INDEX

BALTIMORE 1820-1897, 1897-1952
BALTIMORE CITY 1833-1866

BOSTON 1848-1892, 1902-1906, 1906-1920
GALVESTON 1896- 1906

GULFPORT MS 1904 — 1954

NEW BEDFORD MA 1902 - 1954

NEW ORLEANS 1853-1899, 1900-1952

NEW YORK 1820-1846, 1897-1902, 1902-1943
PASCAGOULA MS 1903 - 1935
PHILADELPHIA 1800-1906, 1906-1926

SUPPLEMENTAL EASTERN PORTS (EXCLUDING
NY) 1820-1874



INDEX TIPS

* Think ‘out of the box’ on spelling variations
* Use the census for immigration data

* Vary spelling on both names

e BE PATIENT! THIS MAY TAKE TIME



PASSENGER LISTS

BALTIMORE 1820-1891
BOSTON 1820-1891

NEW BEDFORD 1902- 1942
NEW ORLEANS 1820-1902
NEW YORK 1820-1898
PHILADELPHIA 1800-1882



HELPFUL AIDS

Registers of Vessels
Draft Registration cards
U.S. Census
Print Material
Websites



SHIP REGISTRIES

Registers of Vessels Arriving
At the Port of New York from
Foreign Ports, 1789-1919



WORLD WAR | DRAFT REGISTRATION CARD



WEBSITES

Ellisisland.com
Ancestry.com
Heritagequest.com
Cincinnatilibrary.org



SOURCES

CITY DIRECTORIES

WW | DRAFT REGISTRATION
PASSENGER LISTS

AUNT ESTHER

cindislist.com
ellisisland.org (not .com)
ancestry.com



DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP!
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