








Mother’'s Pensions

Juvenile Court, Richland County, Ohio

Book No. 1
Compiled by Nancy Hidinger

The county provided pensions for mother's who were not able to provide for their family upon the death of their
husband or if the husband was an invalid. If your ancestor received a mother’s pension you will find a wealth of
information in these records. Petitions for pensions were filed January 1915. Unless otherwise indicated a
child’s birth occurred in Mansfield. Mother's Pension records are found in the Common Pleas Court Office in

the Richland County Courthouse.

Lucy Guerin, b. Jan 15, 1887, New London. Married
William C. Guerin who died Mar 21, 1914. Three
children, Bernice Lucile b. Mar. 31, 1905 in Shelby,
Charles Albert b. Oct 25, 1906 in Shelby, Paul R. b. Oct
14, 1906 In Shelby. Pension of $6.00 per month which
was discontinued Oct 16, 1915. Lucy married Charles
R. Bricker, Oct 16, 1915. [pgs. 1-4]

Myrtle Hoffa, b. Sep. 2, 1877, husband James E. died
May 25, 1914. Four children Vera E. b. May 5, 1903,
Thelma D. b. Nov. 5, 1905, Dale E. b. Sep. 10, 1913.
Pension of $7.00 for 6 mo. which was extended with
modifications until Nov. 1920. [pgs. 5-8]

Rosa M. Young, b. Oct 12, 1868 at Bellville. Married
Melvin A. Young Oct. 31, 1894, he is still living. One
child Ruby L. b. July 9, 1900. Pension of $3.00 a month
for six months and extended with modifications until
July 9, 1916 when child turned 16. [pgs. 9-12]

Belva Swanger, b. Feb 8, 1885 in Ganges, Ohio. One
child Albert F. b. Oct 8, 1907, Ganges. Married Arthur
W. Swanger Oct. 2, 1906 in Mansfield. He died Mar 27,
1913. Child was living with uncle Wm Swanger
temporarily. Pension of $2.00 a month, discontinued
Sep. 5, 1915 as she failed to properly care for her child.
[pgs. 13-16]

Pauline Silver, b. Jun 10, 1885 in Crestline. One child
Sterling b. Aug 24, 1907 in Lorain, Ohio. Married
Charles A. Silver Oct. 31, 1905 in Mansfield. He
deserted her and child on or about Jul 15, 1901.
Pension of $3.00 for six month extended with
modifications with last entry Nov 5, 1920. [pgs. 17-20]

Mary Hafley, b. Jun 25, 1864. One child Henrietta L. b.
Mar 2, 1902 in Cleveland, Ohio. Married Frank Hafley
Mar 10, 1897. Husband deserted her and child on or
about Aug 20, 1906. (She received divorce in 1907).
Pension of $2.00 a month for six months, extended with
modifications until Mar 5, 1918. [pgs. 21-24]

Catharine Arras, b. Aug 22, 1883 in Upper Sandusky.
Four children Ralph L. b. Jan 18, 1905, Harold F. b.
Sep 8, 1906, Irene M. b. Feb 19, 1908, Robert M. b. Jul

25, 1910. She married Adam Arras in Upper
Sandusky. He died at Mansfield, was run over by a
train. Pension of $5.00 a month for six months with
extentions and modifications until Nov. 5, 1920. [pgs.
25-28]

Elizabeth McDaniel, b. Aug 31, 1891. Two children
Winifred H. b. Apr 10, 1912, Kenneth E. b. Sep 28,
1913. Married Henry D. McDaniel Oct. 29, 1910, who
is permanently disabled. $4.00 a month for six
months, extended with modifications until Sep 5,
1917. [pgs. 29-32]

Vergie Bonham, b. Jan 27, 1891 in Fairfax, Vt. One
child Ruth E. b. Jan 26, 1904. Married to Bert E.
Bonham on Mar 20, 1889. He deserted her and child
Jan 1, 1908. She was later divorced and husband
physically incapacitated. Hearing was continued.
[pgs. 33-36]

Effie L. Keltner, b. Jun 14, 1878 in Lisbon, Ohio.
Three children Gerlena L. b. Mar 20, 1903, Earl E. b.
Jun 11, 1905, Walter L. b. Oct 30, 1910. Married
Cevetta C. Keltner Jan 17, 1898 in Mansfield. He died
Jan 1, 1911 at Mansfield. Case was continued as she
is presently receiving assistance from the County
Commissioners. [pgs. 37-40]

Nettie Dorman, b. Feb 25, 1870 in Crawford Co. Two
children Doris M.R. b. Apr 2, 1901, Mary L. b. Nov 4,
1911. Married Peter Dorman Dec 27, 1893, he died
Aug 10, 1912 in Mansfield. Pension of $4.00 a month
for six months, extended with modifications untit Nov
5, 1921. [pgs. 41-44

Anna T. Funston, b. Mary 8, 1877 in Holmes Co.,
Ohio. Six children John G. b. Mar 11, 1901 in Tiro,
Ohio, Foster W. b. Dec 7, 1902, Lester L. b. Jun 3,
1903, Eugene D. b. Sep 13, 1905, Urith M. b. Nov 4,
1908, Ruth E. b. Apr 18, 1911. Married William G.
Funston June 12, 1898 in Holmes Co., Ohio, who is
permanently disabled. Pension of $9.00 a month for
six months, extended with modifications until Mar 5,
1919. [pgs. 45-48]
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Theresa Herz, b. Jan 5, 1882 in Pancsova, Aust-
Hungry, became a resident of the county Jun 1903.
Four children Joseph b. Jul 20, 1902 in Austria-Hungry,
Anna T. b. August 28, 1905, Anton b. Mar 13, 1909,
Carl b. Mar 11, 1913. Married Anton Herz on Jun 10,
1903 in Pancsova, he died Dec 15, 1912 in Mansfield.
Pension of $5.00 a month for six months, extended with
modifications until Mar 5, 1920. [pgs. 49-52]

Edith Hampson, b. Dec 8, 1870 in Ross Co., Ohio.
Three children John A., b. Oct 25, 1900, Eva b. Oct 5,
1901, Charles b. Aug 5, 1909. Married William
Hampson Mar 23, 1897 in Fremont, Ohio. He deserted
her and children about May 30, 1911. Pension of $5.00
per month for six months, extended with modifications
until Sep 5, 1918. [pgs. 53-56]

Minnie Lowry, b. June 6, 1872 in Richland County.
She married Robert Lowry Dec. 16, 1888 in Mansfield,
he died Jan 29, 1912 in Mansfield. There are 3

children, Ralph b. Jun 22, 1901, Paul b. Sep. 3, 1909
in Cleveland, Roberta b. Mar 2, 1912. Minnie
received $5.00 per month with reviews and
modifications until at least Sep 5, 1918. Pages 57-60

Matilda McLaughlin, b. Sep 11, 1883 near Ontario,
Ohio. Two children Paul b. Mar 16, 1909, Ruth b. Apr
13, 1911. Married Eugene McLaughlin Apr 4, 1907 in
Mansfield, he died Nov 7, 1914 in Mansfield. Pension
of $4.00, extended with modifications and
discontinued Nov 5, 1915. Matilda married Henry G.
Foltz, Nov 10, 1915. [pgs. 61-64]

Elizabeth Hughes, b. Apr 8, 1885. One child Dale b.
May 26, 1907 in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. Married Elevin
Hughes Jun 21, 1905, he deserted her and child Aug
26, 1910, she secured a divorce about Dec 13, 1911.
Pension of $3.00 for six months, extended with
modifications and discontinued Jul 5, 1915. Elizabeth
married B.B. Dickey June 19, 1915. [pgs. 65-68]

Sarah Jane Cassel b. Jun 18, 1868

Charley Emmons Cassel b. Jan 4, 1865

Cora Ann Cassel b. July 17, 1869

Harriet Elizabeth Smith b. September 20, 1890
George Glenn Smith b. Aug 29, 1892

Samuel VanTilburg b. December 14, 1836

Dues for 2003 are payable starting from October 1, 2002 until February 1, 2003.
Remember to send your payment soon. Those not paid for the year will not receive

next newsletter.

4 Records from the Bible of George Frederick Cassel
This Bible is in the possession of The Ohio Genealogical Society

William VanTilburg b. May 16, 1839
Clarindy VanTilburg b. May 2, 1841
Elizabeth Van Tilburg b. April 11, 1843
Emmons VanTilburg b. May 16, 1850
Gordon C. Groff b. August 30, 1916

My father died the secend (sic) day of February 1855 - fifty five years old
Charles Henry Smith d. September 21, 1892 aged 28 years, 6 mo, 13 das.
George Glenn Smith d. August 17, 1919 - born August 27, 1892
George Glenn Smith d. August 17, 1919 aged 26 yr.

Harriet E. Smith Rosenberry d. October 20, 1944
John C. Groff d. February 18, 1944
Sarah Jane Groff died December 19, 1970 aged 77
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Newspaper Clippings

For Sale

Farm containing 135 acres belonging to the estate
of Samuel Oberlin, deceased, located 8 miles
south of Mansfield and half way between Bellville
and Lexington, in a good neighborhood, near
church and school; flowing water from a never
failing spring, 10 room house, two good bank barns
a hill farm but an exceptionally good producer and
if bought at $70 per acre, would be a good
investment, but less money will buy it if offered
soon. Inquire of J.E. Lawrince, executor,
Lexington, O. [Mansfield Shield & Banner - Dec
23,1909]

o SN

Fire Takes Everything

A tenant house on the farm of John McIntire two
miles south of Lexington, burned with its entire
contents on last Tuesday. It contained all the
earthly effects of Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Taylor who
are now at the county house, also those of the son
James and wife. There was no one at the premises
when the fire occurred hence, nothing was saved.

Mrs. Anna Lash was given some presents by
friends who called to see her and make glad the
occasion of her 82™ birthday anniversary.

E.B. Edwards, son of Mr. And Mrs. J.H. Edwards,
has passed a very creditable examination before
the State Board of Pharmacy, and received a
certificate.

Mrs. Elizabeth Beal will have public sale at her
residence 2 % miles south of this place,
Wednesday, Aug. 27™, beginning at 11 a.m.

[The Bellville Star - Aug 21, 1884]

Remains Brought Home

Bringing with them a little box not more than
a foot long and eleven inches wide, EW.
McCready, A.A. Douglass and James Reed arrived
in Mansfield, Tuesday night from Salamanca, N.Y.
where they had gone to find the body of Robert
McCready, of whose horrible death in the wreck
of the Erie fast train No. 4, early Monday morning
have been given in previous accounts.

Arriving at Salamanca about 3 o'clock Tuesday
morning, he said "they went to the hospital but
did not find Robert's body there. We were told to
see a man named Edgar Reynolds and did so. He
told us he saw McCready not long before the
accident go into the smoking car, which was back
of the mail car. He had finished his work of
weighing mail at Jamestown, and was going on to
Salamanca the end of his run. *

"We went to the morgue and there found the
remnants of six or seven bodies. We looked over
the belongings of each and found Robert's watch
and chain, part of his glasses, a bunch of keys and
recognized the filling in a couple of teeth. No
inquest had been held and we importuned the
coroner to let us have the remains and he finally
agreed. They were boxed up in the little box
which we brought with us and have taken to the
home of Warren McCready, uncle of Robert."

"We went to Jamestown and interviewed one
Jacob Cleminger, of Gerry, he related his
experiences in the wreck. He is amail clerk and he
told how he saw McCready with whom he was
acquainted, sitting in the smoking car about two
seats in front of him on the opposite side of the
car. He saw him go down in the wreck. Mr.
Cleminger was injured and the only thing that
saved his life was that he was in a double seat
which toppled over him and saved him from the
flames, until he could be rescued. He saw
McCready in the flames but could not get at him
to help him. It certainly was a horrible thing. At
Jamestown we obtained passes for ourselves and
one for the remains.” [Banner & Shield - Apr 22,
1903]

Richland County Genealogical Society

Vol. 21 - No. 4 - October - December 2002



Family Group Sheet
Elizabeth Richardson, P.O. Box 662, Ward Cove, Alaska 99928 - e-mail erich@ktn.net

William Thompson

bn: ... 20 Mar 1793 .... Adams Co., PA
dd: ...13 Oct 1877

par ... William Thompson (1741-1806)
par ... Sarah Patterson (- 1832)

Spouse: Margaret Thompson

bn ...03 May 1799 .... Dundee, Scotland
dd: ...01 May 1877

par ... David Raitt (1766-1856)

par ... Lillis Angus (1773-1856)

Children:
1. David Raitt Thompson
bn: 11 May 1818 ... ... Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 26 Dec 1846 ..... Logansport, IN
2. Sarah Thompson
bn: 07 Nov 1819 ...... Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 07 Sep 1896 .. ... Richland Co., OH

spouse: William S. Finney

3. William Thompson
bn: 02 Sep 1821 . ... .. Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 01 Dec 1902 ..... Benton Co., Iowa
spouse: Nancy Tarras
spouse: Lydia Kelper

4. Lillis Thompson
bn: 05 Jun 1823 ..... Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 25 Sep 1893
spouse: David Stewart

From your Editor....

5

Margaret Thompson
bn: 24 Jul 1825 ..... Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 25 Mar 1890 .... Richland Co., OH

James Vinton Thompson

bn: 02 Jul 1827 ..... Guernsey Co., OH
dd: 08 Jul 1904 ..... Richland Co., OH
spouse: Hadassah A. Wilson

7. John Hunter Thompson
bn: 10 Sep 1829 . ... Richland Co., OH
dd: 15 Jan 1853 .... California
8. Joseph Thompson
bd: 12 Mar 1832 ... Richland Co., OH
dd: 23 Dec 1893 ... Richland Co., OH
9. Maria Thompson
bn: 11 Jun 1835 . ... Richland Co., OH
10. Isaac Newton Thompson
bn: 16 Dec 1837 .. .. Richland Co., OH
dd: unknown
spouse: Alice N. Welch
11. Silvanus Thompson
bn: 14 Aug 1840 . ... Richland Co., OH
dd: 30 Sep 1866 ... Richland Co., OH
Sources:
1. Thompson, Samuel Findley, The Thompson Given
Families, 1898 Family History
2. Thompson, Brad, descendant
3. Thompson, S.F. Supplement to Family History
4, 1850 Census

This space was reserved for our queries, but we only received fwo this quarter and those two were lost
when my partition with all my Richland County material crashed. I apologize for the inconvenience this has
caused and that I lost someone's query. If you would please send them to me again, I will print them in the
next newsletter. And no...I hadn't backed up my information for six months. It can happen to you too, so

back up your computer data often.

Send us your queries and family group sheets, this is one of the benefits of being a member and new
members are being added throughout the year. Our newsletter is also in a number of libraries across the
country. If there isn't time to send it with your membership renewal, make it a New Year's Resolution!
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Mexican War Veterans

There were 78,718 American soldiers in our war
with Mexico. Of that number Richland county
contributed 247 of her sons to the army which
invaded Mexico in 1846-7. In 1906 only five
survived. They received a pension of $10.00 a
month from the government for their service.
Those survivors were:

Jacob Oyster, who resides on a small farm a
mile north of Bellville. He served in Capt. George
Weaver's company, Fourth Ohio infantry, and was
in nearly all the battles of the Mexican War. He
also served in the Civil War. Mr. Oyster has grown
old gracefully and is happy in the love and care
given him by his wife and children.

Samuel Wirts, another of the veterans resides
on the Mansfield-Olivesburg road just this side of
Oakland church. Mr. Wirts enlisted in Capt.
George Weaver's Co. D, Fourth Ohio infantry, May
22, 1847, and was mustered out of service at
Cincinnati July 15, 1848. Mr. Wirts is the father
of Mrs. B.F. Palmer.

John Rohme of Lucas is also a Mexican war
veteran. He enlisted May 28, 1846, and was a
member of Captain Ford's Co C of the Third Ohio
infantry. During its service the regiment lost
sixty four men. Mr. Rohme also served two
enlistments in the Civil War. He was in the employ
of the Pennsylvania railroad company for many
years and is now on ifs retired list.

Samuel Frey of Shelby another Mexican war
veteran, served in the Seventh U.S. Regulars. He
was first under fire at Contreas, August 19 and
20, 1847 then in the battle of Churubusco, the
battle of El Moline del Rey and supported the
attacking party that took the lead to the City of
Mexico which they entered in triumph on the
morning of the 14™. Sergeant Frey has been a
resident of Shelby for fifty years, twenty nine of
which were passed in railroad employment at the
Junction, where for seventeen years he was a bill
clerk.

Another veteran is William Furgeson, who
volunteered May 23,1848, in Captain McLaughlin's
Co. A Third Ohio Infantry, and was mustered out
of service June 24, 1847. Mr. Furgeson was a
brave soldier and passed through the hardships

incident to the campaign through which his
company served. He resides with his wife in their
handsome home at the corner of Wayne and
Orange streets, this city. [Richland Banner &
Shield - March 8, 1906]

Ak Ak
50th Anniversary Celebration

The fiftieth marriage anniversary of Mr. John
Fleming and wife, of Washington Tp, was
celebrated at their home on Thursday, June 9™
Mr. & Mrs. Fleming came from Cumberland county,
Penn., to Ohio about the year 1834, and after a
temporary residence at other points, settled into
their present home in Washington Tp in the year
1838.

Both are 79 years old. Mr. Fleming owns a
farm, but is a shoemaker by trade, and still plies
his craft with his wonted skill. He has had
scarcely a day's serious illness in his life. Mrs.
Fleming has also been a person of remarkable
strength and endurance, but has lately been
afflicted with rheumatic troubles which compel
her to keep to her arm chair much of the fime.

Notwithstanding the unfavorable weather
there were by actual count more than one hundred
persons present. Some had come from distant
points among whom were Mr. Wm Jeffries and
wife, of Warsaw, Indiana; Mrs. Horace Tucker, of
the same place; Mrs. Wm Taggart, of Van Wert,
O; and Mr. James F. Snoddy, of Westerville, O.

A large table was spread in the house, a larger
one in the yard, both were loaded with all that
could tempt the palate. [Mansfield Herald - June
23, 1881]

oloefecfociosds

Mrs. Elizabeth Ray, mother of Mrs. John
Darling, died of cancer in the face and was buried
at St. John's Cemetery, Mrs. Ray was born in
County Down, Ireland, December 25, 1792. She
moved to Monroe tp. at an early date and was one
of the oldest pioneers of the county. She
suffered many long years. [Mansfield Newspaper -
May 12, 1881]
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