’ Mansfield News Journal - Sept. 11, 1917 - Page 3

LARGE LOSS OF PROPERTY
CAUSED BY FIRE AT BUTLER

BLAZE STARTING IN THE BEAL GENERAL STORE
SWEEPS NORTH AND SOUTH AND DESTROYS
SEVEN BUILDINGS BEFORE CONTROLLED

DAMAGE IS ESTIMATED AT $50,000

General Store, Hardware Store, Jewelry Store, Meat Market, Restaurant and Barber Shop Licked Up by

the Flames. Insurance Small Compared with Loss Sustained.

The village of Butler was this mormning visited by a fire which destroyed seven buildings 1n the
business section of the town and resulted in a loss of property estimated at almost $50,000.

In addition to the loss sustained by owners of the buildings, several valuable stocks of merchan-
dise were almost completely destroyed and the business section made up of the east side of Main street
from Elm Street to the brick building occupied by the Phipps Grocery Store is a mass of smoldering ruins.

The fire started at 6:30 o’clock this morning from a furnace in the basement of R. D. Beals’s
General Store, having been discovered when Miss Edith Holmes, a clerk in the store, detected smoke
coming through one of the registers. She sent a boy to the basement to investigate and he quickly report-
ed that there was a fire in the'basement. Miss Holmes then gave the alarm but the fire gained headway
so rapidly that it was beyond control before the fire-fighting apparatus of the village could be placed in
action, despite the commendable work that was dine with the facilities at hand.

The building to the north connected with that occupied by the general store, and the fire quickly
communicated to these, first being the residence of D. C. Scott and just to the north the barber shop con-
ducted by Mr. Scott. '

Then came the property of D. H. Leedy, in which Mr. Leedy conducted a jewelry store, with the
dental office of Dr. H. B. Acomb on the second floor. Mr. Leedy secured assistance and was able to get
a considerable part of his stock, and some of his store fixtures out of the building before the fire reached

that point. A part of the equipment of the dental office was also saved.

Brick Wall Stops Blaze

To the north of the jewelry store there is a vacant lot and north of this the brick building occupied
by the Phipps store. It was at this place that the fire was stopped on the north.

To the south of the Beal store there is an alley which the flames leaped, setting fire to the two-
story frame building owned byl;!—.{ D. Gelselman and occupiéd by his hardware store, the upstairs having
been occupied by Mr. Gelselman as a residence.

There was sufficient time for Mr. Gelseman and a number of helpers to get a part of his stock out

of the building and also to get out a large part of his household furniture.




