


    Mark your calendar for next Family History Conference, April 26, 2008, York, PA,         

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE NEW FAMILY SEARCH?

Presently, the Washington DC Temple has been given access to the new Family Search so that the Family File workers can become familiar with it.  Family History Directors can also access it so that they can train family history consultants.  This is a strong indication that in the near future, our local family history centers will have their rollout.  The method of preparing names of ancestors for temple ordinances will change.  Meanwhile, what can we do as a stake to get ready for the process?

1. Members – you are asked to clean up your PAF files.  That means that you need to merge duplicates, check for city, county, state, USA on each person, and record your sources of information.  A U.S. entry for place should look like this:York, York, Pennsylvania, United States  

A. Once the nFS is available, you will need to check for your family - person by person - and merge all duplicate records on the person.  If you find erroneous information, you will be able to dispute it.  If you have made mistakes in your own submissions, you will be able to correct them.  We will no longer “dump” our entire family into the nFS as we did 

      with the Ancestral File or 

     the Pedigree Resource  F.            

B. Also, if a number of family     members had submitted their four-family group sheets to these larger files as we had been asked to do, your family members will now have to merge these records into one file per ancestor.

2. Bishops and High Priest Group Leaders– Register for nFS if you have not done so to receive information from Family Search. 

       http://lds.netdimensions.com
A. Do the lessons Family Search offers to learn about nFS yourself.

B. Determine if your ward has enough Family History Consultants to teach ward members the new program.

3. Family History Consultants – Register, do the lessons, and learn nFS as soon as it becomes available.  Then be prepared to teach ward members how to prepare names for the temple using nFS. 

4. Directors of Family History       Centers:  Learn the program and set up training experiences with Family History Consultants as soon as the training is appropriate for them.
5. Bishops – help to direct the training of nFS for members. 
6. Family History Consultants and Directors – Begin training ward members on the new Family Search after nFS rolls out. p.1                                  
thing

PREPARING FOR NEW

FAMILY SEARCH

The Church has developed a new Temple and Family History Internet site, 
http://new.familysearch.org
 which will be introduced to stakes in your temple district within the next three months. "Now if you are a Family History Consultant, you will be relieved to know that you are not just going to be winging it the day NFS goes live in your temple district. You will have 3 months/90 days to prepare for its coming. The Church is asking every FHC to register at 
http://consultant.familysearch.org/consultant/home.do
 or 
http://www.familysearchsupport.org/Redirect.htm
 so they can receive training on their calling and prepare for NFS ahead of time. It is my understanding that NFS will be released to the Family History Consultants six weeks before everyone else in that temple district. You will be able to then use NFS built in Help Center that includes Overviews and Guides along with slide presentations with audio on some pages. You will get training beforehand; it's not going to be just dumped on us like its predecessor was.
Taken from Renee's Blog

Repeated from Dec. newsletter -

LINK FOR FH CONSULTANTS

Family History Consultants’ link to 
the Church Web sites and other Family History links and training 
http://newfamilyhistory.googlepages.com/fhconsultantlinks
TEMPLE ROLLOUT ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are interested in following the information about the rollout of new Family Search in the church, go to this blog and scroll down until you find information about the temples, and click on that to see the map and chart:

http://ancestryinsider.blogspot.com
AN UNEXPECTED BLESSING

Off and on for 50 years I have had a desire to do temple work for a man I was acquainted with as a teenager.  “Mac” sold my dad half of his 120 acre farm in 1942.  On the half that Mac owned, he planted a beautiful garden.  He was a County Farm Agent who would drive the 3 miles into the country during warm weather to plant, weed, and harvest this picture-perfect garden and to experiment with the newest growing techniques.  My little sister Mary and I would “pester” him in the garden, and he would let us pick and eat some of the luscious strawberries he raised.  Or he would pull carrots for us and wash them with water from his water bottle. We loved these treats, and we enjoyed following him around.  I’m not sure how much he liked the visits from all 9 of us children, but he tolerated our intrusions. Our parents tried to keep us home, but we sneaked over to see Mac.

When Mother would bake a cake for his family, my sister and I would be dropped off to deliver it to Mac’s family in town, and we also were scheduled to visit his wife’s two crippled sisters in wheelchairs whose talk was difficult to understand along with their black caretaker Rosa, who was deaf. They lived in a summer home on Mac’s property.  We would go there to read to Betty and Georgie and do little jobs.  I remember hating to visit them, but they were so happy and gracious that I always went away feeling like I had done a wonderful deed.

When I procrastinated in applying for college at Indiana State College (now IUP) in high school, 17 miles from home, I was by-passed for Sept. but accepted for January.  My mother said that that would not do.  So she consulted Mac, and he suggested Shippensburg State College – a teacher’s college over 100 miles from home.  He said he had some “pull” there.  Shortly after making application, I was accepted for September, granted a student loan, and given an on-campus job to type for the Dean of Instruction.  Still I did not appreciate my good fortune.  Mac died about that time, and I left for college.  I felt really bad about his death, but I was off on my career and eventually was graduated with a teaching certificate.                                                p. 2

Through the years, I have had dreams about Mac and the farm, and I would be back there picking the row of vegetables he had allotted to my family (so that we wouldn’t swipe his!), or I would be weeding as I used to once in a while or taking him a glass of lemonade on a hot summer’s day.  Reflecting on this man, I realized that I owed much to him for his friendship, his interest in my career plans, and his help in getting me enrolled in college.

A few nights ago as I was working on family history, I thought about my nagging desire to do his work, but I know that we are responsible for our own family lines first and not lines of non-related individuals. Nonetheless, I wondered if I could even find anything about this helpful man.

By googling his name, I found a website with his family name. It was not well-organized, but on entry #21, there he was with his wife, along with her maiden name, her parents’ names, Mac’s marriage date and place, and the names of Mac’s children.  There was one little boy who had died in infancy that I had never known about.  

I struck out on census until I remembered that he had used his middle name, not his first name.  So I went onto Ancestry.  Bingo, there he was along with his immediate family in the 1930 census.  Also listed were the crippled sisters-in-law and the maid and 3 of the 4 children belonging to Mac and his wife.

A search on Rootsweb led me to a full family line going back to his 2nd great-grandfather.  At this point I decided to type this into a PAF file, not knowing what I would do with it. As I got to his father’s parents, I became aware that his father’s sister was married to a man I knew well – the president of Shippensburg State College when I attended there.  No wonder he had “pull.”  As I typed his great-great grandfather’s name, I recognized another familiar name.  I checked my own PAF, and there he was!  One of my Grandmother Hammer’s great aunts had married into Mac’s line.  Granted, the relationship is not a close one, but nonetheless, I was able to merge his line into mine and establish a connected relationship with this man who came from a distance far away from 

Cambria County.

My find is a legitimate connection to a man who suggested an opportunity that resulted in a 39-year teaching career for me.  My visits with his sisters-in-law taught me to have charity for those less fortunate than I am, but I also realized that Mac and his wife took care of those girls until their deaths.  I admire them even more today as this research unfolds, and I appreciate him for the opportunity and encouragement that he gave this young country girl.  

Over 50 years have passed since my youthful experience of knowing Mac.  Was the nagging desire within me to do his temple work the whisperings of the Spirit to cement a friendship carved out years ago? Am I given an opportunity to do an eternal favor for a man who did a precious favor for me?  There is no doubt in my mind! What a wonderful blessing and experience this has been.  I will now do his temple work along with others in his family and put to rest a nagging desire I have had to gather together this man’s family who surfaces as my own kindred dead.  This is one more time that I have felt the hand of the Lord in directing this great work.  And if Mac, presently confined behind the walls of spirit prison, is ready to burst out, may I be the instrument that sets him free as he would want to be, to plant more perfect seeds in some eternal soil.                  Sylvia Hott Sonneborn, FHC

PRESIDENT HAROLD B. LEE COMMENTS ON HELP FROM ABOVE

“The Lord will help open doors as we do genealogy.  I have a conviction born of a little experience to which I bear testimony that there are forces beyond this life that are working with us… I have the simple faith that when you do everything you can, researching to the last of your opportunity, the Lord will help you to open doors to go further with your genealogies, and heaven will cooperate, I am sure.”  (Seventh Annual Priesthood Genealogical Research Seminar, 4 August 1972, pp. 1-3)      p. 3
Simmons Historical Publications Places More Than 765 History & Genealogy Books Online

Provo, UT, December 03, 2007 -- Simmons Historical Publications has recently partnered with World Vital Records, Inc. to make more than 765 of its valuable genealogical books accessible online for the first time.

“I have personally transcribed nearly 600 of these books from this collection. These are books that normally one would have to travel to a courthouse to read a microfilm to view. Through this transcription work and our partnership with World Vital Records, we have made these records much easier to access and are excited to have them available online for the first time at World Vital Records,” said Laura Willis, Co-owner, Simmons Historical Publications. (WVR is available at our FHC in York.)

The Simmons Historical Publications collection contains valuable genealogical information such as vital records, census records, deeds, wills, newspaper abstracts, court records, tax lists, maps, and much more. The publication collection can be accessed at the following website: http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/contentlisting.aspx?cat=shp.

“The fun part of my job is finding data such as the Simmons Historical Publication collection, where one can see how consistent extraction work performed over a number of years has resulted in a large, valuable database,” said Yvette Arts, Director, Content Acquisition, World Vital Records, Inc. “Simmons Historical Publications’ many years of discipline and hard work brings greater access to these records.” The first launch of the Simmons Historical Publications data will include a collection of more than 40 books containing records from Western Kentucky, Tennessee, and North Carolina.

“I think this partnership is going to be wonderful. It will be a great way to share some of our information in an online format,” said Sherry Adams, Co-owner, Simmons Historical Publications.

DON’T PROCRASTINATE - IT’S ALREADY 2008.
DOCUMENTATION

I am considered an experienced researcher and am often asked for advice. The first thing I tell folks just starting out is, "Document! Even if it's only 'Aunt Mary said' - enter where you obtained your information!" Wish someone had told me this back in 1985.                                                               Jack

JOURNALING TIMELINE

I have a computer journal in addition to a written one. In the computer journal I wrote down every year starting with 1932 and saved it on my computer. As I found time or as I thought of things, I started filling in events that happened in certain years. I'd find photos of me starting school and the house we lived in when we lived in certain towns (my father was an oil field worker, so we moved a great deal). I added historical events-Pearl Harbor, D-Day, V-E Day, V-J Day, and many other things. It got to be so much fun. When I thought I was through, I sent copies to my children and they added events that I had omitted. I also add to it as medical events are occurring these days. It has become so useful for me in remembering when personal things happened in our family. Now I have a great timeline that has become a springboard for my own children to use to grow their own timeline.

(Story taken from STGC Newsletter)
Question: Why is it that you can find a family in one census and then the next time they are not around? I know for a fact that no one has died (parents). In a number of tries I have only found a family once over several censuses.


Answer: There could be several reasons: 

· They could have been indexed incorrectly. For example, I found Rudolph Christensen indexed as Randall Christopherson.                                 p. 4                                    

Answer con’t on next page

· The index may not include every name in the Census. Some census indexes only include the head of household. 

· Your ancestors were in the process of moving or visiting family when the census taker came around. 

· Sometimes an individual is indexed by his first name, sometimes by his middle name, or sometimes by initials. Be creative in your search terms. 

Would You Like to Serve a Mission From Home?
The Family and Church History Department is looking for Family History Support missionaries. You would use Internet based resources to provide support to help others learn to use computer resources to do family history and provide ordinances for ancestors. These assignments require basic computer and family history skills and can be done via Internet from your home.You can get more information online at www.lds.org.  Select Serving in the Church, then Mission and Service Opportunities. Editor’s note:  You will be trained.

Symbols in Genealogy

Have you ever seen a symbol or initial on a old family document and wondered what it meant? This list will help you understand just what they were talking about! Go to: http://www.jelleyjar.com/ancestor/symbol.html  This is a really good site to visit. Many items of interest.

BYU Library Puts Missionary Diaries Online
Hyrum Smith's missionary diary, hand-decorated by his mother, Lucy Mack Smith, is the oldest of 575 diaries written by early missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that are now housed in the 

L. Tom Perry Special Collections of BYU's Harold B. Lee Library. After an enormous, five-year project, 376 of these diaries - including Smith's - are now available for patrons around the world to access online. 

http://www.lib.byu.edu/dlib/mmd/
Check Social Networking Sites for Relatives

Never underestimate social networking websites. I just found some long lost cousins on MySpace, simply by searching for the surname I was looking for! I now have information about three generations of family members I never knew about! This came to us from Stacy Baran, Westminster, Maryland.  Thanks for the tip.

After all you can do...

I have heard some say that there are no records available, and I have learned that if we are in tune, those beyond the veil will also help us as we try to locate the documents that record their names. As Elder Ballard said, "They know where their records are, and the spirit and influence of your dead will guide those who are interested in finding those records. If there is anywhere on the earth anything concerning them, you will find it. If we have done our best and have searched and have discovered all that is available, then the day will come when God will open and part the veil, and the records will be revealed (Bryant S. Hinckley, Sermons and Missionary Services of Melvin Joseph Ballard, p. 230). 

In General Conference 1993 Elder David B. Haight gave an added witness to the truths taught by Elder Ballard: “I believe that when you diligently seek after your ancestors - in faith - needed information will come to you even when no mortal records of their lives are available.”

Widowed May Not Mean Widowed

Don't assume that "wd" means widowed in the census. There were many more divorces in the nineteenth and early twentieth century than one would guess. However, many women listed themselves as "widowed" rather than divorced; and men would list themselves as "single." The women would typically have children with them, so could not easily state that they were "single." Many times the men did not have the children, so they could more easily call themselves "single" without much question. Do not count the former spouse dead until you find a death record.                                        p. 5
10 Major Don'ts of Family Tree Research

Genealogy can be a very fascinating and addictive hobby. Each step that you take in researching your family's history can lead you to new ancestors, delightful stories, and a real sense of your place in history. If you are new to genealogy research, however, there are ten key genealogy mistakes that you will want to avoid in order to make your search a successful and pleasant experience.

1. Don't Overlook Your Living Relatives 

2. Don't Trust Everything You See in Print 

3. We're Related To... Someone Famous 

4. Genealogy is More Than Just Names & Dates 

5. Beware of Generic Family Histories 

6. Don’t Accept Family Legends As Fact 

7. Don’t Limit Yourself to Just One Spelling 

8. Don’t Neglect to Document Your Sources 

9. Don’t Jump Straight to the Country of Origin 

10. Don’t Misspell the Word Genealogy 

FamilySearch Labs

Family Search Labs has just released their updated Records Search website. There are more records available for searching. Check it out at: http://labs.familysearch.org/ You can also get a sneak peak at future components of the new FamilySearch. To help add records to this search engine, you can volunteer at FamilySearchIndexing.org
HELP FROM THE OTHER SIDE

One of our staff members at the FHC in Logan, UT, told me a story that one of his patrons told him. She is not a member of the church and has no real idea why she is doing this work.

She came in to read a film and with tears in her eyes, she told the story after she made her exciting find. She said for decades she had been looking for birth and parent information on an ancestor. She had searched all the places she could possibly think of to find clues on the 

origin of this ancestor-all with negative results. One night her ancestor came to her in a dream and told her his birthday and place of birth. She found the film needed on the catalog that would cover this place and time. She found it as soon as she started looking at the film. 

Needless to say that all who heard her story had goosebumps and a lump in their throats. Don't ever give up looking for them--they are waiting and they will help you.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICES 

 Thousands of post offices have come and gone.  Many of these offices operated where our ancestors are recorded as having lived.  Today we might look at a map and find that no such place exists.  A quick way to find  where a place was located -- and when folks received mail there  -  is to check out Jim Forte's Postal History website. Included on the site is a listing of 186,056 (as of today) post offices that operated at one time or another.  Go to  http://postalhistory.com
REMEMBER – Do Not Procrastinate!  It is already 2008

“Even if the Lord has inspired people to preserve these records over the centuries, if the devil can persuade us to procrastinate and not get the temple work done, he will succeed in frustrating the Lord’s work. The story is told that Satan called a council of his agents and asked how they would combat the forces of righteousness. One said, “I’ll go and tell them it isn’t true.” Satan said, “No, that wouldn’t do.” The second said, “I’ll tell them it’s only half true.” “No,” Satan said, “that’s not enough.” The third said, “I’ll go and tell them it’s all true, but there is no need to hurry.” “Go,” Satan said. “That will get them every time.” Lucifer cannot win. We must do the Lord’s work for our ancestors or the earth would be “wasted at his coming.” (JS—H 1:39.) It seems that the destiny of this earth depends on whether or not we get this temple work done.” --- Eldred G. Smith, “Do Not Procrastinate!” Ensign,  Nov. 1974, 25.                                                                                       p. 6

PLYMOUTH COLONY ARCHIVE PROJECT

Search wills, probates, court records, biographies and research papers to discover your Pilgrim ancestors. Go to:

http://www.people.virginia.edu/~jfd3a
WARNING!!! 

There is a very contagious disease that many mature adults have been known to contract. THERE IS NO KNOWN CURE.  It is called-----GENEALOGY POX.

The symptoms are:

Mumbles to self. 

Makes secret calls at night. 

Hides phone bill from spouse. 

Has strange far away look in eyes. 

Has strong compulsion to write letters. 

Always includes a check in these letters. 

Swears at mailman when he leaves no mail. 

Continual complaints for names, dates, and            places. 

Patient has blank expression, sometimes deaf  to spouse and children. 

Has no taste for work of any kind, except feverishly looking through records at libraries. 

Has compulsions to frequently visit strange places, such as cemeteries, ruins, and remote desolate country areas. 

The Treatment for this compulsion----

Medication is useless. 

Disease is not fatal, but gets progressively worse. 

Patient should subscribe to as many societies, newsgroups, surname lists, and genealogical magazines as possible. 

The usual nature of this disease is .. The sicker one gets, the more he or she enjoys it.

Since the advent of the Internet and email, this disease has spread even faster and is more contagious. Only prayer helps alleviate the suffering.

WRITING PERSONAL HISTORIES

Here are some thoughts on getting started on the seemingly overwhelming task of writing histories. Try this idea with yourselves, your relatives.Take a piece of paper with a pale grid on it (like graph paper) and draw a blueprint of the house where we grew up----put all the rooms and even the location of the furniture as you remember it. You could sketch your yard and landscaping also. Do this for the different homes you have lived in and your grandparents' homes as you remember them. When you do this, it will spark memories of life in that house and yard--write those memories in your journal or history. DON’T PROCRASTINATE - IT’S ALREADY 2008.
Is it real or Memorex?

Speaking of what some call "Coincidences" when our research findings come quite unexpectedly, Elder Maxwell said: ."You and I may call these intersectings 'coincidence.' This word is understandable for mortals to use, but coincidence is not an appropriate word to describe the workings of an omniscient God. He does not do things by 'coincidence' but instead by 'divine design.'"  ---Elder Neal A. Maxwell, "Brim with Joy," BYU Devotional, 23 January 1996.

WAS GIFT GIVING TO RELATIVES THIS PAST CHRISTMAS A CHORE OR - WORSE YET…EXPENSIVE?

I have the solution…read on.  This coming year for Christmas, we will give our relatives a CD with photos, copies of census records, and histories, etc., of ancestors. We will also include family photos and Christmas newsletters from past years. Not wanting to waste space on the CD, we will fill the rest with my large collection of Christmas stories, our PAF database, etc.  You only have to do the work once, and it is easy to burn copies and benefit many people. It is good to get these precious records and photos into many hands to safeguard against their getting lost or destroyed.  All you need to do to get started is to create a folder on your hard drive and  add pictures and histories, etc., all year long. You need to invite your relatives to give you a CD (or email them) with some of their favorite family photos, histories, etc., to be added to your CD. This is a great Christmas gift that can be prepared early before the busy Christmas season.  ---Idea included in Marge Westra's helps for FHC Directors, Priesthood Leaders, and Family History Workers, 1/2/05.                                                       p. 7
Members Share FH Experiences

I have been exploring the concept of using the computer to store actual copies of source documents.  (See my video at
www.MasteringFamilyHistory.com)

I think that some time in the future you will be able to attach electronic copies of documents to nFS.
John Willis

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY CLASSES

If you are planning a trip to Salt Lake City, you might be interested in attending some classes in the Family History Library:

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/Education/frameset_education.asp?PAGE=library_classes_2008Jan.asp
This is the January schedule, but you can check it throughout the year at this site.

LETTER FROM A NFS USER

We have been working with new FamilySearch for months now and love it more and more!  Like anything new, there is a learning curve and you learn by doing.  It gets easier and easier, and they are making it better 
and better and will continue to do so.

After using it awhile, I would hate to go back to the old system.  Going into old IGI and having to look at the many entries separately and not be able to remember where you'd seen which data and not being able to 
dispute all the wrong data, would be hard.  You'll realize this after using the new system for awhile.

Having one common pedigree to perfect bit by bit is a wonderful inspired idea.  It will take some time, but I much prefer the new system.  I love being able to see all the different information together at a glance 
instead of having to go look separately at dozens or hundreds of different records in the old IGI.  FH

I just wanted to let everyone know, that there will be a Hispanic Research Conference held on Saturday, January 12. This fair will be held online through Family History Live Online. There will be classes 
held in Both Spanish and English. Details, will be posted www.familyhistoryliveonline.com
Online Family Tree Announcement from Ancestry.com for Contributors

The Generations Network, owners of Ancestry.com and of the Online Family Tree system, are announcing some major changes. Here is the recent announcement:

Since 1999, our Online Family Tree system has helped almost 2 million people build family trees, upload GEDCOM files and add their trees to Ancestry World Tree. We’ve maintained this system for some time, but the it’s finally become outdated and will soon be replaced with the Ancestry Member Tree system introduced in July 2006. We realize this is a bitter disappointment for some of you who have worked in our Online Family Tree system for years. This is an important step for us that lets us focus all our ability on creating one great system for everyone to use. At nearly 8 years old, Online Family Tree is an ancient product (in internet years anyway), and we feel it is important to move everyone to the new system while this one is still running. If we prolonged this, it would be much more difficult to do this while the OFT system is on life-support.

What does this mean for you?

For those that have a file in the old Online Family Tree system, you’ll be able to access your tree in that system through about March 2008. Between now and then you can easily transition your family tree file to the Ancestry Member Tree system and get used to it before the Online Family Tree system expires.
    We know how much time and energy you’ve put into your tree and we’ve done our best to make sure you don’t lose a bit of it as you change systems. There are basically two phases to this transition period for Online Family Tree:

Between now and March 2008 you can move your family tree file to the Ancestry Member Tree system and get familiar with it. Your file in the old Online Family Tree system will remain intact so you can double-check everything. However, once you’ve transitioned your tree to the Ancestry Member Tree system, any new information added or edits made will not be reflected in your Online Family Tree file.   (Ted Eastman Newsletter)                                     

                                                            p. 8

ANCESTRY RESTORED TO SOME FAMILY HISTORY CENTERS
The following announcement was written by FamilySearch and by The Generations Network, Inc.:

FamilySearch and The Generations Network Agreement Give Patrons Access to More than 24,000 Ancestry.com Databases and Titles

SALT LAKE CITY — FamilySearch and The Generations Network, Inc., parent company of Ancestry.com, today announced an agreement that provides free access of Ancestry.com to patrons of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City and the 13 largest regional family history centers effective today.

With this new agreement full access will be provided to more than 24,000 Ancestry.com databases and titles and 5 billion names in family history records. In addition to the Family History Library, the following 13 regional family history centers have been licensed to receive access to Ancestry.com:

· Mesa, Arizona

· Los Angeles, California

· Oakland, California

· Orange, California

· Sacramento, California

· San Diego, California

· Idaho Falls, Idaho

· Pocatello, Idaho

· Las Vegas, Nevada

· Logan, Utah

· Ogden, Utah

· St. George, Utah

· Hyde Park, London, England

“We’re excited for our patrons to receive online access to an expanded collection of family history records on Ancestry.com,” said Don Anderson, director of FamilySearch Support. “Ancestry.com’s indexes and digital images of census, immigration, vital, military and other records, combined with the excellent resources of FamilySearch, will increase the likelihood of success for patrons researching their family history.” The Generations Network and FamilySearch hope to expand access to other family history centers in the future.  (Ted Eastman Newsletter)

(Note:  We are sorry that the York Family History Center will not be receiving Ancestry, but we are hopeful in time that The Church can negotiate a deal with Ancestry to provide it to all centers as it did over a year ago.  We are not large enough to merit inclusion at this time.)

                   BRING THEM IN!
Bring Them In!

Early snows and bitter cold stranded the Willie and Martin handcart companies traveling toward the Salt Lake Valley. With their clothing worn and their 
food supplies exhausted, their very lives were in peril. When word of their plight reached Brigham Young, he quickly organized faithful Saints into rescue parties with the injunction, "Bring them in!"

Over 150 years later, our prophet, Gordon B. Hinckley, compared temple work to the rescue of the Willie and Martin handcart companies. Those on the other 
side who are waiting for ordinances are similarly in desperate circumstances and need our help. (See "_How Beautiful Thy Temples, Lord_ (mip://00d191a8/﻿
http://familyhistory.byu.edu/resources/firesides/2002-03-08.pdf.) ," by Elder D. Todd Christofferson.) As the faithful Saints did before us, let us move without delay to the aid of those in need. Let us bring them in to the house of the Lord to receive the ordinances of salvation! (Quoted in Voice of Elijah! Oakland, CA)

Oakland, CA, Announces New Family Search

In October 2005 General Conference, the air was electric when President Hinckley made this announcement:
"One of the most troublesome aspects of our temple activity is ... duplication of effort in proxy work.... The solution lies in complex computer technology. Preliminary indications are that it will work, and if this is so, it will be a truly remarkable thing with worldwide implications."
Just over two years later, the "truly remarkable" possibility has become reality with the rollout of the new FamilySearch Internet site. This powerful 
and user-friendly site will replace _www.familysearch.org_ (http://www.familysearch.org/) and also TempleReady, which is currently used to prepare names for the temple.

New FamilySearch is being released in stages to temple districts throughout the world. On November 9, 2007, the Oakland temple district was informed that 
members will be able to use the new FamilySearch within 90 days. So we're now in a period of training and preparation.
We are seeing history in the making with the unveiling of this remarkable tool! Click here to view a brief slideshow :
(http://www.relativityplus.org/nfs_pres/index.htm) on the new FamilySearch, and stay tuned for more details.

(Quoted in Voice of Elijah! Oakland, CA)

Private newsletter available at this site.  Click in yellow box to join to receive FH newsletter.

www.tipsforfamilyhistory.com                              p. 9
Our Experience with NFS Rollout

Folsom California Stake (Sacramento Temple District)  I thought it may be of interest to those not yet in a district that is rolling out  to hear of our endeavors. A major element in our success thus far is due to a Stake Presidency who thinks of Family History as all of us do.  When I told our Stake Presidency at our monthly Missionary Family History Correlation meeting about the New Family Search, Digitizing and Indexing, I was invited to present a 15 to 20 minute presentation for the following groups last spring:  Stake Council, High Council, HPGL's, EQ Leaders and Bishops and all FHC's.  Because of our previous participation in a program that required multiple FHC's per ward, we were easily able to bring together at least 6 and up to 14 experienced  FHC's per ward to be ready to help with training.    For the last 7 months they have all been aware of the changes coming. 

When we were surprised the 8th of November with a notice that we would be online sometime in the next 90 days, the member of the High Council and I had a plan in place, and all wards were ready.  We met with all HPGL's and FHC's on November 18th and presented the program to them.  We have sent numerous emails with suggestions that the wards could use for their ward member  presentations.  We know that many areas have not been given 90 days, and we are ready to go as of the 
date we think the Temple will be ready (Jan  8th). One ward has already presented to the members, and the rest of our  wards are all using Dec 30th (5th Sunday) to show 2 of the videos provided and  do a basic demonstration.  Some of us are using the format that Miles Meyers (Thanks for all your hard work, Miles) put together but using our own pedigree in order to demonstrate all the basic details. 

I was a bit shocked and worried knowing that we were expected to get all this ready during the Christmas Season, but so far all is going very well.   Our 
FHC's have completed the E Learning classes and are ready to begin working with the members.  I am telling you this because the original preparation made a 
world of difference.  We recently received an invitation to attend an introduction to the program put on by one of the other stakes in our Region.  It is for HPGL's, Bishops and FHC's.  They were also notified on Nov 8th, and last night was their first meeting.  We appreciated the invitation, and of course all our stakes will get it done.  I just wanted to  let you know how much everyone's knowledge of the program beforehand  helped.  There was no waiting for the Priesthood leaders to get all the information.  They already knew it and handed the HPGL's and FHC's the  reins.  
When I read the messages sent in to this board, I realize that many of you are working with entirely different Priesthood leaders, and it may not be possible to do a 

lot of early preparation, but for those who can, it will pay  off.
Phyllis Lee
Folsom Stake FH Training Coordinator
HELPFUL GUIDELINES FOR DOING FAMILY HISTORY

Paul E. Koelliker, "I Have a Question," Ensign, July 1999, 65-66. Paul E. Koelliker is the managing director of the Temple Department. 

The TempleReady system allows members of the Church to process and clear names themselves, but it also requires them to make sure the names are accurate. As members of the Church use the TempleReady system, they may find the following guidelines helpful:

1. Concentrate on getting the temple ordinances completed for your own ancestors and their families. Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles has said: "The Spirit of Elijah will inspire individual members of the Church to link their generations rather than submit lists of people or popular personalities to whom they are unrelated" ("The Spirit of Elijah," Ensign, Nov. 1994, 86). Doing work for those who are not our own progenitors may needlessly duplicate efforts and ordinances or distract us from the work we should be doing for our own ancestors.  

2. It is wise to check the names you are submitting, including names found on Ancestral FileT, against the Ordinance IndexT. This index, a part of FamilySearchR, gives the dates of ordinance work already performed for deceased persons. Though TempleReady completes a duplication check, that check often fails to detect duplication when there are slight differences in the records. Thus, check the Ordinance Index first.

3. Please do not submit the names of deceased celebrities and historical personalities, including those of royal or noble lineage or early LDS Church
leaders and their families, or of persons born in European countries prior to a.d. 1500, regardless of your relationship to them. Though the names may
not yet appear on the Ordinance Index, temple work for most of the people in these categories has already been done. Sometimes when we study about such people, we feel a spiritual affinity to them, but we should not submit their names for temple work. If names are sent in counter to this policy, they must be cleared by the Temple Department.

4. Do not "invent" ancestors by adding Mr. and Mrs. to the surname of the person at the end of their family line simply to fill in the spaces for the next generation of ancestors. This practice produces ordinance work and associated records for persons who are not uniquely identified and usually results in duplication of ordinances.

5. Make sure descriptions and titles are not included with names submitted for ordinance work. For example, descriptions and titles boy, girl, child, widow, Miss, Mr., Jr., Dr., Judge, Reverend [Rev.], Colonel [Col.], General [Gen.], should not be included with names or submitted as if they were names. Because the identity of 

                                                                                   p. 10

a woman can be derived from the name of her husband, the use of Mrs. is an exception. Use this if the husband’s entire name is available but the wife’s name is not.

6. Research notations or explanations, such as "twin," "no name," "unknown," "died young," "unmarried," or "wife," should not be included in the name space, even if the name is unknown. When a name is unknown, it is best to leave the name space blank, because anything entered there will be treated like a name.

7. Instead of putting names, nicknames, or aliases in parentheses or quotation marks, use the word “or.”  For example, write “William or Bill” rather than “William (Bill).” This will help avoid confusion of names at the temples as well as on the International Genealogical IndexR (IGI) and the Ordinance Index.

8. Please do not use estimated dates and places if exact dates and places can be obtained with reasonable effort. Imprecision produces inaccurate records on the IGI and Ordinance Index.

9. The number of family names you submit at one time should normally be limited to as many as you can easily manage or as many as you, your family,
and your friends can complete within a reasonable time. Names of those not in your direct ancestral families should usually be placed in the temple file rather than cleared as family names (see letter from First Presidency to all members of the Church, 16 June 1995).

10. Records of people for whom ordinances have already been completed should not be resubmitted in an attempt to get their ordinance dates.

11. It is a good idea to consult with relatives before you submit names. If you have relatives in the Church, they may already have ordinance dates or know where those dates can be obtained.

12. Carefully proofread records before you submit them. It is much easier to make needed corrections before a name is submitted than it is afterwards.

13. It will help to keep a record of the names you submit for temple work so that you do not submit them again. Most ordinance duplication is caused when
members submit the same records more than once.

14. Please be considerate of the feelings of close family members when submitting names of recently deceased relatives. It is a good practice to seek consent before you proceed. Close relatives who are members of the Church may wish to do the ordinances themselves, and close non-Latter-day Saint relatives may be offended when temple work is done for their family members.

15. If you desire to do family history work but have no 

work to do on your own family lines-or if you feel you lack qualifications to do further research on your own family lines-ask your priesthood leaders or your ward
extraction director about volunteering to serve in Family Record Extraction. But please do not undertake your own extraction project.

Our ancestors who have passed on are entitled to the same blessings we enjoy (see David B. Haight, "Linking the Family of Man," Ensign, May 1991, 75). As saviors on Mount Zion (see Obad. 1:21), we have the great privilege of making those blessings available to them. "For their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, as Paul says concerning the fathers-that they without us cannot be made perfect-neither can we without our dead be made perfect" (D&C 128:15).
*********************************************

"As we look to the future we must extend the great work carried forward in the temples, both for the living and the dead. If this people cannot be saved without their dead, as the Prophet Joseph declared, then we must make it possible for many more to accomplish this work." (Gordon B. Hinckley, "Look to the Future," Ensign, Nov. 1997, p. 67)

*********************************************

Family History, Genealogy
The terms "family history" and "genealogy" are synonymous for Latter-day Saints. Dallin H. Oaks, a member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, said, "The process by which we identify our place in our eternal family is called genealogy. Genealogy is family history" (Regional Representatives Seminar, April 3, 1987). To emphasize the family nature of genealogy, the First Presidency in 1987 changed the name of the Genealogical Department to the Family History Department and the name of the Genealogical Library to the Family History Library.  LDS interest in family history is based on the fundamental doctrines of salvation, agency, and exaltation. It is the plan of God that all persons shall have the opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ and receive the saving ordinances, regardless of when they lived on earth. If they do not hear the gospel preached through the Lord´s authorized servants in this life, they will hear it in the spirit world after death. Latter-day Saints identify their ancestors and arrange for baptism and other ordinances to be performed by proxy—that is, with a living person standing in for the deceased person—in a temple. This is not an optional function of LDS belief; it is, rather, a commandment of God. As Elder Oaks further explained, "We are not hobbyists in genealogy work. We do family history work in order to provide the ordinances of salvation for the living and the dead" (1989, p. 6; see also Salvation of the Dead) (Note:  Church members do not take work submitted by non-members and do the temple work.  Members do temple work for their own relatives. )                                    p. 11                                                             

A Site to Check Out

http://www.academic-genealogy.com/livingfamilyfun.htm
  IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

*Added More ships passenger lists from Scotland to USA & Canada 
http://olivetreegen ealogy.com/ ships/scotstousa .shtml
http://olivetreegen ealogy.com/ free-ancestry/
See Help for Beginners 
http://olivetreegen ealogy.com/ beginner/

 Scottish Emigration Database was added to Olive Tree Genealogy Blog at 
http://olivetreegen ealogy.blogspot. com/ 

This free database currently contains the records of over 21,000 passengers who embarked at Glasgow and Greenock for 
non-European ports between 1 January and 30 April 1923, and at other Scottish ports between 1890 and 1960.
Databases added to  Olive Tree Genealogy and her sister sites, at 
http://olivetreegen ealogy.com/ freedata. shtml
-- Lorine McGinnis Schulze
* Olive Tree Genealogy (Ships Passenger Lists)
http://olivetreegen ealogy.com/ 
* Naturalization Records
http://naturalizati onrecords. com/
* Images of Ships Lists
http://www.rootsweb .com/~ote/ ships/

otg@csolve.net or olivetreegenealogy@ gmail.com Suggested by Dee Bryan

“We are forming an alliance, a union, a connection, with those that are behind the veil, and they are forming a union and connection with us;  and while we are living here, we are preparing to live hereafter, and laying a foundation for this.”  President John Taylor


Next High Priest Temple Trip – Thursday, January 17, 2008, 8:00 a.m.  Meet at the York Chapel parking lot, Queensgate Shopping Center side.  Call Jack at 757-2331 to arrange carpooling.  Bring a lunch or money to buy lunch at a fast food restaurant.  Short trip to the bookstore “This Is the Place.”

Computerized Family History & Genealogy Conference
2007 Conference Dates: March 16–17, 2007 – We have made our reservations to go….March 16 and 17, 2007, are the dates of this year’s Computerized Genealogy Conference at the Conference Center on BYU campus. This conference is designed as a how-to guide for everyone, including beginning, intermediate, and advanced researchers. Join us to learn how advancements in computer programs are revolutionizing genealogical and family history work. 

The featured presenters for this conference will be Dick Eastman and Alan Mann.  For some 30 years, Dick Eastman has been honing his vision of the future to improve our picture of the past. For the last 9-plus years, Dick has pursued his mission through an online periodical he writes every week, simply called Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter. He loves to share technology “finds” that can help both new and seasoned genealogists.  He is an author and world-renowned lecturer. Alan Mann is a manager of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, and is an accredited genealogist researcher in England, the Channel Islands, and Australia.

At the Computerized Genealogy Conference last year, more than 600 participants learned about new programs that can simplify and enhance genealogical research. Topics included running genealogy software, working with databases, e-mailing to do genealogy, and finding useful tools on the Internet. Some of our participants summed up their experience at the conference by saying, “I learned everything I hoped to learn,” and “I’m full of new ideas, enthusiasm, and new skills, ready to get to work when I get home!” Vendors were available throughout the conference to showcase their products. Mark your calendars now for our March 16–17, 2007, Computerized Genealogy Conference, which promises to introduce to you the newest ideas in genealogical research.                                          p. 12

Editors: Jack and Sylvia Sonneborn klompen@verizon.net; slysyl@verizon.net Telephone:  717-757-2331

York Family History Consultants, York, PA Members of York 2nd Ward . This is an informational newsletter by FHC’s.
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