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       Compiled by Jack and Sylvia Sonneborn……………………………………………….     

OUR GIFT TO JESUS
As we approach the holidays, we should think about the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. But we also know that this time of year is so commercialized that we sometimes fail to remember Him or to stress to our children the true meaning of Christmas.  As I read our church magazine -  the Ensign – I was touched by the message from President Dieter F. Uchtdorf [Second Counselor in the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints] on page 4, “Can We See the Christ?” I would like to share the last two paragraphs.
“The Christmas season is wonderful in many ways.  It is a season of charitable acts of kindness and brotherly love.  It is a season of being more reflective about our own lives and about the many blessings that are ours.  It is a season of forgiving and being forgiven.  It is a season to enjoy the music and lights, parties and presents.  But the glitter of the season should never dim our sight and prevent us from truly seeing the Prince of Peace in His majesty.
“Let us all make this year’s Christmas season a time of rejoicing and celebration, a time when we acknowledge the miracle that our Almighty God sent His only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem the world!”  

As I read Pres. Uchtdorf’s words, I was touched by the Spirit to know that I personally need to put more emphasis on the Savior during this Christmas season.  In concert with this, I was teaching Lesson 5 to my Sunday School Family History Class about prophets of old keeping their family history with a reference to Adam’s lineage being recorded in the Old Testament; and then in the Book of Mormon, Nephi and his brothers were sent back to their home in Jerusalem to the House of Laban to obtain the family history plates and other important scriptures.  
Following this in the manual is the explanation of why keeping family history is so important to us.  In the Doctrine and Covenants, Section 128: verse 24, “Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand; and who can abide the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and as Latter-day Saints, offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness; and let us present in his holy temple, when it is finished, a book containing the records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all acceptation. [Joseph Smith] As the lesson continues, it admonishes us to go into the new FamilySearch site to prepare the temple work for our ancestors. We as family history consultants cannot stress how important it is for all of us to prepare this gift to present to Jesus Christ at his Second Coming. We need to correct and add to the existing records to be sure that our ancestors are ready for exaltation. 

Our local bishop has given us 3 goals for this year, and one involves “Redeeming the Dead”: “Do family history work for one ancestor.  Attend the temple one more time than you did last year.”  May all of us take this challenge to heart and find at least one ancestor to redeem. And while we are doing that, may we contribute to the “book containing the records of our dead” as a sign of our gratitude for everything that the Savior has done for us as our gift to Him.
HANUKKAH IS MISUNDERSTOOD
Hanukkah begins at sundown on Wednesday, December 1.  Because of the season during which it falls, Hanukkah is probably the most misunderstood of Jewish holidays.

It is NOT the “Jewish Christmas,” an oxymoron, if there ever was one.

This is how History.com describes Hanukkah:

“The Jewish holiday Hanukkah celebrates the re-dedication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem in the 2nd century B.C. Hanukkah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew, begins on the 25th of Kislev on the Hebrew calendar and usually falls in November or December. The celebration lasts for eight nights to commemorate a miracle that Jews believe occurred in the temple:  When the Jews first returned to the Holy Temple after defeating Hellenist Syrians, who had made it illegal for Jews to worship, they found only enough oil to light the temple’s menorah for one day.
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Miraculously, the flame remained lit for eight days and nights, giving them enough time to find more oil to sustain the fire.  Often called the ‘Festival of Lights,’ Hanukkah festivities include games, gifts, eating traditional foods and lighting a new candle on the menorah each night.” Families celebrate Hanukkah in as many different ways as there are to spell Hanukkah in English from the Hebrew.

What Hanukkah shares with Christmas is that both holidays are based on miracles, that both use candles as a symbol of light, both include gift-giving, and both have special foods associated with them.  
Just don’t call it the “Jewish Christmas,” and I won’t call Christmas the “Christian Hanukkah.”

· 
GORDON FREIREICH

 yorkblog.com/yorkatheart
RELIEF SOCIETY VISITING TEACHING MESSAGE:  Our Responsibility to Participate in Temple and Family History Work
Over the centuries many people have died without knowledge of the gospel.  Some of these people are your near and distant relatives.  They are waiting for you to do the necessary research to link your families together and perform saving ordinances on their behalf.

Most of the temples of the world are not busy enough.  The Lord has promised that your hearts would be turned to the fathers so that the earth would not be utterly wasted at His coming (see D&C 2:2-3).

There are personal blessings you receive as a result of participation in temple and family history work.  One of these is the joy that you feel as you serve your ancestors…As we participate in temple and family history work, we are certain o have the Spirit to comfort us in our challenges and to guide us in important decisions. Temple and family history work is part of our work of providing relief, or service, to our own ancestors.
Talk from December 2010 Ensign, p. 7, by 
Julie B. Beck, Relief Society general president
Note: This is part of the monthly message that visiting teachers give in the homes of members that they visit.  It is included because this is our favorite topic!
For copies of Genealogy News, go to 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~payork/York2Ward/
Thanks to Don and Jeanine Hartman of Utah for posting the newsletter online for us.  You can contribute your family history of original York County ancestors at 
http://members.aol.com/familyhart/ 
Collecting Oral Histories

Getting people to share their stories isn’t always easy. Some relatives may be reluctant to provide information for fear that it could tarnish their family name (i.e. discussions of illegitimate children, divorces, criminal records), or for nonmember families, they may be concerned about your motives. You may first need to make them comfortable by helping them to understand why you are doing this research.

Remember to respect their feelings. You should never pry into private events. You should always schedule a time in advance and allow the person being interviewed to prepare. They may be able to gather photographs or other information that could be useful in your research. Don’t just pop in and expect them to have everything available at their fingertips.

Prepare a list of questions beforehand that you can share with them before the visit. This will allow them the time to think over the items so they can provide you better details.

Bring notepads and pens to the interview. You don’t want to run out of paper or ink in the middle of the visit. Also, if you plan on recording the visit, make sure you have sufficient batteries, tapes, DVDs, etc. DVD camcorders only have a 20-60 minute capability per DVD, so plan accordingly.

Take good notes. Make sure to record complete names, dates, places, etc. Also, record the date and name of the person being interviewed. It is really aggravating when you go back to your notes and realize that you can’t remember the details, sources, or maybe can’t even read your own handwriting.

Start with questions or topics that will elicit a reply. Maybe ask about family stories that you are already somewhat familiar with.

Ask questions which require more than a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer.

Show interest in the interview. Take an active part in the discussion but remember you are interviewing them, so let them talk.

Be a good listener; don’t correct or interrupt them while they are telling the story.

Use available items, such as photos, letters, etc., to elicit memories.

Arlington Ward Family History Class –

Compiled by Miles Meyer, Family History Consultant

SOME BASIC INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO OPEN NEW FAMILY SEARCH

(For LDS Members Only at this time)

1. Type www.new.familysearch.org into browser.  Then click enter.

2. Already registered – enter sign-in name and password and click “Sign In.”

3. If you do not have an LDS Account, set one up. Use this to open most LDS sites, including nFS.

HOW TO STUDY THE HOME PAGE

1. Study the list of options at the left of the Home page: 

 
“Me and My Ancestors”


“Search”


“Add Information”


“Temple Ordinances”

2. Link at top goes to “Help Me 
Get Started with Family 
History” overview.   Another 


way to access the list of 
Overviews and Guides is  to 
click on “Learn How to Use 
Family Search” link.

3.  Click on “Me and My Ancestors” to see if your family is already in nFS.  At this point, you may have to enter your father and mother and even your grandparents to connect your lines. If they are not members and no temple work has been completed, you will need to enter all of their information unless the person is living. It is best not to add confidential information about living.

4. The name that is highlighted in the top pedigree will appear with his/her information in the bottom view.  Activate different screens at bottom view by clicking on the buttons to the left – Summary to Discussions.

HOW TO MOVE PEOPLE IN PEDIGREE

Left-facing arrow next to child – Click to move child to main position

Right-facing arrow next to couple – click to move couple one position to left

Left-facing triangle –Click to move individual into main position                    
HOW TO FIND AND USE HELP OPTIONS

1. For additional help, visit the help center

2. Click on “Close” or the “X” in the upper right hand corner

“Help Center” appears at the bottom of every page.  Click on HC and “Find Answers” will open.  You can type words into the Search box to find answers to your questions in nFS.

These are some basic instructions for you to open this site if you never have.  Please check with your family history consultants for further instructions.

GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES

The race is on, gentleman, and that is the race with time to complete the temple work for our male ancestors.  Those who actively do family history work have probably noted that female temple work gets done a lot quicker than the males’ work. Please do not take offense, gentlemen, because we know that females outnumber males in the Church, and that men traditionally are the bread winners in families. This is more a plea for you men to “rev up” your engines and drive to the temple as often as you can. We all would appreciate increased help with our male ancestors’ ordinances if you could just make one extra trip to the temple each year or more often.
SYLVIA’S GENEALOGY CORNER
Visiting another ward is always a nice experience.  Jack and I had the opportunity to attend the Lancaster Ward on November 28 and make a presentation to the family history consultants from the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd wards.  We found them to be a lively, bubbly, friendly group who were most happy for the turkey cookies Jack baked to stave off the end-of- meeting hunger pains.  We did not have any specific topic – just come and talk about your stay-at-home mission and anything else we felt was important to impart in an hour.  
After telling them the ins and outs of serving a mission, we gave them a list of the sites they should be teaching to their patrons.  We began with the beta.familysearch.org  site, which hosts all the records that are being indexed and all other family history records that have been digitized.

Next, we lauded wiki.familysearch.org.
This site is put together by individuals familiar with family history, and each of you can be a contributor.  If you want to know how to begin to do research in Italy, just type that word into the Wiki search box, and you will find a hefty list of suggestions of how to start research in Italy and what records are available there. If you want to check this site, put in York County, PA and see what the Hartmans and I and a few others have done on this site.  Of course, Wiki hosted a “barn raising” [inviting individuals to work on the state of Maryland and the country of England with all their might], and those two sites are fantastic.  They also invite you to adopt a page and work on that to make it a useable site.
One of Jack’s favorites sites is the message board ~ forums.familysearch.org. Here you can pose a family history question that can involve where to find information or the names of specific families that you are having trouble finding.  Some of the support missionaries as well as experienced genealogists frequent this site just to help answer questions.
We, of course, invited the consultants to go to indexing.familysearch.org to help the great project of putting records online for us to use.  Most often volunteers index census records or other records with vital statistics.  Some in the group proudly mentioned that they are indexers.

We passed out a sheet of instructions for new Family Search, which one of the members Bro. Mike Aston agreed to e-mail to everyone in the group.  They can edit this to their liking and give it out to members who are just beginning to learn about new.familysearch.org.

Jack told about a special missionary experience he had.  As we worked in our mission, we were asked to take webinars that would help us be better support missionaries.  Jack worked in Research Support, and one of his four-hour classes was Dutch research.  The gentleman teaching the class had served a mission in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Schiedam in Holland, and Jack just happened to have ancestors in all of those cities.  Being a Dutchman, Jack felt that the class was just for him. As a result of Bro. Cheney’s instructions, Jack was able to find 150 new ancestors with just a few hours of “play” in the sites his instructor suggested.  He concluded that nothing with the Lord is a coincidence.
We also gave the group a list of the free portals on the family history computers. These include sites like Godfrey, World Vital Records, and Footnote, just to name a few. While many in the group were familiar with the sites we spoke about, we hope that there were a few who found fresh sites to look at for their own research as well as for the benefit of the patrons.

As mentioned, we were well-received in this Family History Center, and we know that the patrons visiting the center will find knowledgeable, helpful, and friendly consultants.  We hope that Jack and I were able to help to motivate the consultants to investigate and use these sites, to think about a family history mission, and to continue to enthusiastically serve the patrons.  Included is a handout of some of the sites for quick reference.
WEBSITES FOR FAMILY HISTORY 
beta.familysearch.org – Site where individuals can use the indexed records.  
familysearch.org  - Old site of family history records before combining into NFS.  Download PAF, use IGI, use library catalog.  FREE Personal Ancestral File (PAF)                                                          indexing.familysearch.org - Site to assist with indexing of censuses and other digitized records                                     wiki.familysearch.org/ - How to Find Resources for Research in different locations; also general FH topics                                  forums.familysearch.org/ - forums for discussion /messages                                                                                 midatlantic.rootsweb.ancestry.com/familyhart/ - York County genealogy compiled by the Hartmans      midatlantic.rootsweb.ancestry.com/familyhart/pictures/HarrySenft/ - Harry Senft’s cemetery photos                                                                       genealogy-websites.no1reviews.com/ - review of best genealogy sites                                                                             www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~payork/York2Ward/  newsletter by Sonneborns                      progenealogists.com – go to Sleuthing fhlfavorites.info/Links/USA_States/USA_Map_Start_Page/usamap.htm - FHLibrary favorites

FREE WEBSITES AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS FAMILY HISTORY CENTERS

· Ancestral Quest 12.1 - The program from which PAF was derived. Like PAF, but with support for new FamilySearch. Can be used as a PAF add-in.

· Ancestral Quest Collaboration - Optional component of Ancestral Quest. Some users may ask to have this component available.

· Charting Companion - View, customize, print and publish your new FamilySearch family history.

· FamilyInsight.2009.1.23 - Updated Version equivalent of PAF Insight, but designed to work with family tree on new.FamilySearch.org (Ohana Software).

· Genelines -  Genelines Universal Edition is timeline charting companion for use with almost any genealogy program.
· GenerationMaps - GenerationMaps version that works with family tree on new.FamilySearch.org.

· GetMyAncestors - Makes it possible to download your family records from family tree on new.familysearch.org and save them as a PAF file.

· Map My Family Tree - 182 MB - See your ancestors' lives on a map.

 

· PAF Companion 5.2 - View, Print, Publish your PAF database

· Census indexes:
   1851 British Census - Devon, Norfolk, and Warwick counties only
   1881 British Census and National Index
   1881 Canadian Census
   1880 US Census and National Index 

· Family History Library Catalog 

· Freedman's Bank Records   

· Mormon Imigration Index
· Pedigree Resource File discs 1-140 and higher (each set includes its related Resource File Viewer disc)

· Personal Ancestral File 5.2 - Free download available at http://www.familysearch.org/ 

· Vital Records Indexes:
   Australian Vital Records
   Middle America-Mexico Vital Records
   North American Vital Records
   Western Europe Vital Records
Free Portals at the Family History Center:

19th Century British Library Newspaper Digital Archives   FamilyHistoryLink                                                                      FindMy Past.co.uk                                                              Footnote.com                                                                                           The Genealogist                                                                        Genline.com                                                                           Godfrey Memorial Library                                                                       Heritage Quest Online                                                                                Historic Maps Works Library Edition                                     World Vital Records                                                                    Alexander Street Press – The American Civil War.  [Research Database; Letters and Diaries; Images, Photographs, Posters, and Ephemera]

The Susquehanna Trail Genealogy Club meets the fourth Thursday of each month at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2100 Hollywood Drive, York , Pennsylvania.  

The website is http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pastgc/
Contact President Jack Sonneborn with questions:  717-757-2331

SOURCES FOR FAMILY HISTORY
How often have you looked at an incorrect family history record posted on new FamilySearch, thrown up your arms, and declared that the researcher is really off on dates or other vital statistics?  All of us have probably had this happen. The addition of Discussions to nFS is a nice feature for collaboration on these records.  But it can be frustrating, then, to make a contact, and the researcher has no idea where he got the information.  
An often-neglected part of family history research is a documentation of one’s sources, which we all should do. Most family history software programs provide templates for this information.  Once you fill in your information, the program will create a footnote. Then if you are ever contacted, you will know where you found your information.  Some people like to add the information to the notes, which is okay, but it does not make a source note like the source template does. 
New FamilySearch makes provisions for Individual Notes and Individual Sources.  In fact, you can even scan an ancestor’s obituary with an OCR feature on your scanner [It will be editable text] and copy and paste that into the Individual Notes in nFS. If the obit has been prepared carefully, it will be excellent documentation for your BMD information. Documenting source information for each ancestor backs up your information and gives authority to your records.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Question:
What is the earliest time period for births that can be submitted for temple work?
Answer:

From the New FamilySearch Help Center, Document 111254: "Because there is already much duplication, members can submit names of persons who lived before 1500 A. D. only by contacting FamilySearch Support at contact.familysearch.org. This does not apply to individuals born before A.D. 1500 in China, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, or Malaysia, who may be submitted without permission."
**************
Question:
I really like the feature in Legacy that will check new place names as you enter them and warn you if the county was not in existence at the time of the event. However, is there any way to check pre-entered places?

Answer:
Yes, click on Reports > Books/Other > County Verifier. This will go through you whole database and look for any counties you have entered that were not in existence at the time of the recorded event.
**************

Question:

The following abbreviations are listed in the Citizenship column of the census - AL, PA, NA, PR. What do they mean?
Answer:

Those abbreviations refer to: 

· AL - Alien (not naturalized) 

· PA - First papers filed (declaration of intent) 

· NA - Naturalized 

· NR - Not recorded or not reported 
**************
Question:
In my husband's line, a woman had an illegitimate child and later married and had more children. Where do we put the first child since there is no record of the father's name.
Answer:

Enter the child in the family as usual. Then go to HIS Parents and Sibling tab and select relationship details. For his relationship to his mother, keep biological, but click the dropdown arrow to select his relationship to the mother's husband (adopted, step, foster, or guardian).
**************
Question:

What genealogy database programs are available for a MAC that will also sync with New FamilySearch?

· 
Answer:

Family Tree Maker just announced a new version for Mac, but it does not interact with NFS yet. Family Insight has a version for MAC but it is not a FULL feature genealogy program. MacFamilyTree 6 is a genealogy program and has certified with NFS.
**************

Question:

It seems to me that I remember in the past that there were some acceptable genealogical conventions surrounding dates and ages, absent from information. For example, women were first married at 20, men at 18, the first child was born after 1 year of marriage and other children were born 2 year apart. In reviewing the latest "A User's Guide to the NewFamilySearch Web Site (August 2010)" I see no such convention cited. Rather, it suggests that lacking definite dates and ages, to leave the information blank. While I am asking, what about the "Of Illinois" as an acceptable place? Have I lost my mind, or have things changed (at least as far as LDS members are concerned)? 

Answer:

When you are researching your family lines, those date and place "genea-logical conventions" are still used and extremely helpful. Document 1012512 in the Help Center will help answer your questions. Speaking of dates, it says, in part, "In the birth and death fields, enter as much information as you know" and "If you do not know an exact date, select Before, After, or About from the drop-down list.” Concerning places, the User's Guide you mentioned says, "If you do not know an exact place, enter as much as you know, even if it is only the country name. Do not enter the word "of." If you do not know the place, leave the Place field blank. If you would like to keep track of an assumed place for research purposes, enter the assumed place-name in the notes." (User's Guide to nFS, pg 216)

NATIONWIDE GRAVESITE LOCATOR

This US Department of Veterans' Affairs site lists burials of military personnel and family members in US military cemeteries. Listings date from the Revolutionary War to the present and usually include name, rank, branch of service, and dates of birth and death. http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NGL_v1
Submitted by Marcia Green. Thank you very much for this info.

CHURCH HISTORY LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 

The collections of the Church History Library and Archives contain materials chronicling the history of the Church from its beginning in 1830 to the present day. The collections contain manuscripts, books, church records, photographs, oral histories, architectural drawings, pamphlets, newspapers, periodicals, maps, microforms, and audiovisual materials. The staff creates and maintains catalogs and indexes for accessing this wide variety of information. This is their website: https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Church_History_Library 

WikiTree
WikiTree's mission is to create a rich worldwide family tree resource by striking the perfect balance between collaboration and privacy. It gives families a free and easy way to privately share information and organize their facts, memories, and photos. At the same time, it enables distant relatives and strangers to grow a worldwide family tree and create a valuable resource for future historians. Content on WikiTree is owned and edited by its contributors. Join the free community at http://www.WikiTree.com.
KEEPING TRACK OF RESEARCH WORK TO AVOID DUPLICATION
A great deal of time is spent duplicating research. It is important to keep track of what resources you have investigated in the past, even those that yielded nothing of value, so that you don't duplicate your efforts. A research log or research calendar can help you record your progress. You can maintain your log by surname, by individual, by geographic area or whatever organizational method makes you most effective.
Below is a patron handout from the Family History Library on the topic of Research Logs:
What Is a Research Log?

A research log is a record you keep of your family history research and the results of your efforts. Research logs are an important tool for organizing your family history research.

You can use a standard printed research log form available from Church Distribution Services (item 31825), or you can create your own form (see a sample log on the last page of this handout at

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/lessons/resch_logs_outline.pdf). You can also use a computer to keep your research logs.
How a Research Log Can Help You

You should always keep a research log when you do research. Document your efforts on a log as you do the research, not after. Documentation speeds further research, and lack of it leads to frustration.

A research log will help you do the following:

 Keep track of what you have already done, and avoid duplicating steps.

 Plan your research strategy and identify your questions.

 Document your sources. This will improve the quality of your research.

 Sort out what you have found and what you still need to find.

 Organize copies of documents you have found.

 Weigh your evidence and make better conclusions.

The information you include on the log can help you or someone else retrace your research steps, if needed, to verify or review information you found. A research log is the foundation for future research, by you or by others.
What to Include on a Research Log

A good research log will contain the following kinds of information:

 The purpose for checking each source (what you hope to find).

 A summary of what you have found.

 Notes on sources that did not contain what you were hoping to find.

 Comments about your search strategies, questions, and any discrepancies in the sources.

Use one research log for each family you research. Do not try to maintain one log that contains the information for all families you are researching.
Include the following information on your

research logs:

 Ancestor’s name and time period. For example: “William FRAZIER, 1826‐1881”

 Your name.

 Source you plan to search.

 Date you searched the source.

 Place where you searched the source. Include the mailing address, telephone number, e‐mail address, or Internet URL.

 Purpose for your search. This includes the name of the person and the event you are searching for. For example: William Frazier, baptism.

You also can use symbols to represent events, such as: *(baptism); ∞ (marriage); or † (death).

 Call number of the source. This is the library or archive call number, such as FHL book 977.192D3d.

 Source description. This includes the author and title of the source, the publisher and date of publication, and the page in the source where you found your information. This descriptive information can be found in a catalog entry for the source. Write the information on your research log before you find the source. Include on your log all the information needed so you or

someone else can find the source again. Write the information in footnote format. For help in using footnote format, you can consult a good style guide such as the Chicago Manual of Style.

 Document number. Assign a sequential number to each document you find. For  example:

“William FRAZIER, 1826‐1881, 9.”

 Results of your search. List the name and the event found. You can use the same symbols you used in the purpose portion of the log. If you do not find the information, you can simply write “nil” to indicate that you found nothing.

File Research Logs

File a copy of the log with the information you have organized for each family you are researching. If you use a computer to keep your logs, print a copy, and file it each time you have updated a log. [Prepared by Family History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah]
ONLINE COUNTY & TOWN HISTORIES
This site provides over 3,000 links to free county and town histories published from 1850 to the early 1920s. These histories often contain detailed biographies of their citizens. learnwebskills.com/patriot/countyhistories1.htm 
Submitted by Barbara DeHart
SOURCES FOR REVOLUTIONARY  WAR SERVICE

These are links to free online sources of service for American Revolutionary War soldiers and patriots. learnwebskills.com/patriot/revservice.htm 
Submitted by Barbara DeHart
MISSED OPPORTUNITIES FOR GOOD INFORMATION

Your relatives are some of your best resources. Time and again you hear how important it is to interview all of your relatives. Their recollections of names, places, events, and details can be invaluable starting points for other research. They also may have important written materials in their possession that they might be willing to loan to you or make copies for you. These include Bible records, letters, diaries and journals, military records, wills, deeds, marriage certificates, and a host of other materials. I've had excellent experience here. I obtained a wealth of document copies from a first cousin once removed for an entire line. An elderly aunt who no longer had room for a ten-pound box of family photographs and who thought no one wanted them gave them to me rather than throw them away. Other relatives have shared copies of Bible records, made photographs of gravestones, and have recounted many stories of their and my families. Don't miss the opportunity to investigate what your relatives have to share!
SOURCE: "Along Those Lines - Common Research Wrong Turns", Ancestry.com Archive, 9/17/1999
Canada: Census and Enumerations

Free search. No registration required. Nominalized index for Census of Canada, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, 1911. 
Submitted by Barbara DeHart
 FAMILY INSIGHT FOR BEGINNERS

If you want to learn more about Family Insight, there is an excellent free webinar which is very helpful. [Click on the blue link to go to the site.]
USING MAPS FOR FH

Maps can help you understand locations and may also provide suggestions for other areas to research. When travelling anywhere to research, include maps as a part of your research preparation. Maps will facilitate research in many records and having them will save the time of locating an atlas and making relevant copies at the library. If you take a "stack" of genealogical information to the library to research and do not include relevant maps, you're selling your research short. Maps can also help you learn how county and other boundaries have changed. There's nothing worse for wasting time than looking in the wrong county for your family records. 
FINDING FAMILY HISTORY IN GOOGLE NEWS ARCHIVE

"Have you ever typed your ancestor's name into the search box at Google News Archive and then moved on to something else after coming up empty? If so, then go back today and try again. Google News Archive is a wonderful resource, with digitized historical newspaper pages from hundreds of various newspaper titles from around the world." Kimberly's article (Google News Archives) gives excellent tips on searching in this often overlooked Google search capacity. There is also another link within the article, Search Tips for Google News Archives with even more hints for search strategies. Source: Kimberly Powell, About.com Genealogy Guide, October 19, 2010
I beheld that the faithful elders of this dispensation, when they depart from mortal life, continue their labors in the preaching of the gospel of repentance and redemption, through the sacrifice of the Only Begotten Son of God, among those who are in darkness and under the bondage of sin in the great world of the spirits of the dead.

Joseph Smith
CEMETERY RECORDS POSTED BY HARRY SENFT

Cemetery Headstones VOL. 38  has been posted  
 

1. Fetrow Cemetery, Yocumtown, Newberry Twp, PA

2. Garber Mennonite Cemetery, Menges Mills, York, PA

3. Holtzschwamm Union Lutheran Cemetery, Paradise Twp, York, PA (Redone)

4. Mount Zion Baptist Cemetery, Brogue, York, PA

5. Mumma Cemetery, Hanover, York, PA

6. Rest Haven Cemetery, Hanover, York, PA

7. Saint James Lutheran Cemetery, Chanceford Twp, York, PA

8. Saint Mary's-Saint Patrick's Cemetery, Spring Garden Twp, York, PA

9. Saint Pauls Red Run Cemetery, Washington Township, York, PA (Redone)

10. Saint Paul's Union Lutheran Cemetery, Stoverstown, York, PA (Redone)

11. Yocumtown Church Of God Cemetery, Yocumtown, Newberry Twp, PA

 http://midatlantic.rootsweb.ancestry.com/familyhart/pictures/HarrySenft/
11-05-2010   Added 1,000 pictures to Prospect Hill (16,360 people / 12,960 pictures) 

11-05-2010   Created and added Mount Zion Baptist Church Cemetery, Brogue 

Photographs taken Spring, 2009 and contributed by Harry Senft 

All photographs transcribed by Kathy Francis         http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/york/yccemeteries.htm
11-09-2010   Created and added Garber Mennonite Cemetery, Menges Mills, York, PA
 

This cemetery was photographed and contributed by Harry Senft and transcribed by Kathy Francis http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/york/yccemeteries.htm    
HARRY E SENFT
3048 SOLAR DR
DOVER, PA 17315
717) 792-9253

WRITING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY – EXCERPT FROM LIDA LARKIN

Build Bridges to the Past by

· Gathering Family Histories

· Writing down stories told by parents and grandparents

· Collecting family photos and preserving them

· Gathering names and information of current descendants

· Preparing names and attending the Temple to give a gift of freedom to those gone before

· Extending your family lines on your pedigree chart

· Organizing and attending Family Reunions

· Keeping a journal or writing your own life story

· Preserving keepsakes like genealogies, family stories, pictures, items, historical accounts & traditions

UGA VIRTUAL INITIATIVES

I thought that many of you would be interested in the following and will find this useful for patrons in your FH centers. The UGA (Utah Genealogical Association) has announced two new virtual initiatives. One is a Virtual Chapter of UGA and the second is UGaTT, a training and tutorial library. UGaTT will consist of three levels of training/tutorials. The first level will be free to the public and the further training will require membership in UGA. There is an overview of the new project at http://bit.ly/ckL4db. Read about the new initiatives and see the first set of tutorials that were launched today. 
http://ugagenealogy.blogspot.com/2010/11/two-new-virtual-initiatives-launched.html     

Sue Maxwell 
http://granitegenealogy.blogspot.com/
FUTURE OF FAMILYSEARCH.ORG
Ron Tanner, product manager for FamilySearch, announced at a recent seminar at the Riverton FamilySearch Library in October 2010 that the FamilySearch Family Tree application (known as new.familysearch.org) will allow users to add sources, fix records, and communicate with fellow researchers. The Family Tree application is transitioning from a “My Tree” system to a more open system in order to improve accuracy and reduce research duplication.  
The “old” familysearch.org is being consolidated into one site, which will consolidate the IGI, historical records, Record Search pilot, research Wiki, Forums, Indexing, a blog and the Family Tree application into one site.  In an earlier Ensign article, an analogy to a large building with many rooms described the plan.  The doors of the rooms would open into the individual sites, but they would be housed under one roof or one URL.

The beta version of the replacement described above is available at beta.familysearch.org.  It will soon replace the current familysearch.org before the year is over. The Family Tree application (new.familysearch.org) will become a collaborative, conclusion-based, online family tree system that allows anyone to make changes, explain why, and provide evidence for his conclusion.  When someone makes a change, an e-mail will be sent to all registered parties who contributed to that ancestor, and a history of the changes will remain in the ancestor’s file.  FamilySearch will monitor the system closely.

The discussion feature was added in May 2010, and a notification feature will be added by the end of 2010.  There will be additional updates throughout 2011. Watch for updates by reading “What’s New” at new.familysearch.org.  Also, visit beta.familysearch.org to learn more about the replacement. Ideas taken from the Dec. 2010 Ensign, pp. 76-7.

SCREENSAVER TEMPLE PHOTOS

http://www.ldschurchtemples.com/_ (http://www.ldschurchtemples.com/screensavers/) 

This site (not an "official" Church site) is a collection of information on latter-day temples. Each temple has its own page, including a link to its dedicatory prayer. Reading these prayers invites the Spirit for me. As you can imagine, they contain many beautiful references to temple and family history work. So if you're giving a talk on family history or trying to motivate ward members, this site may help. Kathy

You can find temples for download at http://ldstemplescreensaver.com/
DVD AVAILABLE OF CELEBRATION
One of the highlights of the NGS 2010 Family History Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, was the much talked about Thursday evening spectacular, A Celebration of Family History, hosted by FamilySearch. It was a once-in-a-lifetime event that will not be forgotten by those in attendance.
The event took place on April 29, 2010, at the Conference Center in downtown Salt Lake City. During this event, award-winning author and historian David McCullough and President Henry B. Eyring of the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints spoke to an audience of thousands interested in family history. The program included musical numbers by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra at Temple Square and several inspiring video presentations showing the impact that family history can have on individual lives.
Due to the positive response to A Celebration of Family History, FamilySearch has made a DVD of the event available. The talks, music, and the

films can be played as a single program, or the segments can be viewed individually. These presentations will inspire those looking for additional insights into family history.
To learn more and to get your own copy of the DVD, click on the link below.
http://celebration.familysearch.org
Family History Online Training Resources for Members
FamilySearch has over 100 online courses available to help you, and the members whom you serve, learn basic methods and resources to start your family history. These courses provide training on:
·         Researching records in various countries
·         Reading handwritten records
·         Using research principles and tools 
These courses can be accessed directly from the beta FamilySearch website at
https://learning.beta.familysearch.org/researchcourses. You can also access these courses in the Help Center from the Training and Resources tab of the new FamilySearch.
ONLINE FAMILY TREE CHARTS
My Heritage launches world’s largest online source for creating, printing and sharing family tree charts
London, England & Tel Aviv, Israel - November 18, 2010 - MyHeritage.com, the largest and fastest growing family network on the web, unveiled today a host of new online family tree chart designs and features. As the leading online source for family tree charts, with over 7,000 of them created every day by its users, MyHeritage.com has now completely revamped its offering to enable free customization, printing and sharing of beautiful family tree charts. Going one step further in enabling users to showcase their family history, MyHeritage.com launched today a professional poster printing service for any chart produced on the website, and added a new department specializing in the production of custom-tailored handmade family tree charts.
THIS AND THAT
1. Boston, MA – November 23, 2010 – Today, The New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in Boston bids farewell to its former website www.NewEnglandAncestors.org; it welcomes AmericanAncestors.org as its new home.
2. Read and subscribe to Angela's blog at:  Genealogy Education
3. ObituariesHelp.org is a website specializing in resources relating to obituaries and funerals.
4. For older Delaware vital statistics, log in to the Delaware Library Catalog page at www.lib.de.us.  Next, click on “Delaware Genealogy Online” at the top of the menu; then look for the Delaware page of Ancestry.com.
5. Do you know Familypedia, a web site with 84,983 online articles about deceased individuals plus another 106,312 genealogy-related pages? 

6. “Who Do You think You Are?” returns January 21.
7. One of the more exciting products in the world of handheld computers, cell phones, and "smartphones" is the Android operating system, a mobile operating system initially developed by Android Inc., a firm purchased by Google in 2005. [Dick Eastman]

8. Evaluation of the beta version of new.FamilySearch.org will begin soon.  We will test for about two weeks.
9. Pennsylvania Veterans'Burial Cards (1777-1999)
Find names, birth dates, death dates, conflicts of service, dates of service, burial locations and more for veterans from Pennsylvania on Ancestry.com. $$$
10. This is very interesting site. It converts a web page to a PDF. Great for saving a copy of a web page. Type "www.lds.org" in the Address box and see what happens.  http://pdfcrowd.com/
Tech Tips from Family History Expos – Nov. 2010
Gimp
Looking for digital imagine manipulation software? Gimp is freeware available at http://www.gimp.org/. According to its website:
· "It can be used as a simple paint program, an expert quality photo retouching program, an online batch processing system, a mass production image renderer, an image format converter, etc.
· Gimp is expandable and extensible. It is designed to be augmented with plug-ins and extensions to do just about anything. The advanced scripting interface allows everything from the simplest task to the most complex image manipulation procedures to be easily scripted."
· Gimp runs on Windows and Mac. You can more about it here.

In her own words, this is what my mother Elizabeth Krise Hott thought of family history: "I am at present engaged in the most compelling work that I have ever encountered. I am doing genealogical work, and there is a force driving me on that will not let me rest. It is the most fulfilling work that I have ever done and a work that is endless. I pray that this great work will be carried on by some member or members of my family. God has blessed this home and family. He has wrought a great miracle. We have a great obligation to be paid. May these children help to repay it by doing their genealogical work and living lives of righteousness."     Sylvia
That’s All, Folks!
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22 November 2010 ~ Contact Elder Norm Drasher, indexing support missionary, for indexing information. (Gettysburg Ward.
 

FamilySearch Indexers Pass the 160 Million Record Mark for 2010
FamilySearch volunteers have been busy–we have indexed 160 million records so far this year and more are on the way! New projects now available include records from Canada, England, Russia, and the United States. Completed collections that will soon be available on beta.familysearch.org include records from Canada, Germany, England, Russia, and the United States.

 

New Projects in the Past Two Weeks
               Canada, New Brunswick—Deaths, 1815–1938 [Part B]
         U.K., Bristol—Parish Registers, 1837–1900 [Part H]
         U.K., Manchester—Parish Registers, 1813–1925 [Part B]
         U.S., Arkansas—1930 Federal Census
         U.S., Connecticut—1930 Federal Census
         U.S., Rhode Island—1930 Federal Census
         U.S., West Virginia—WWII Draft Registration, 1942
         Украина, Киев—Метрические книги русской православной церкви, 1843–1845 [Часть B]
(See the chart below for a complete list and current status of all indexing projects.)

 

Recently Completed Projects
 

(Note: Recently completed projects have been removed from the available online indexing batches and will now go through a final completion check process. They will be published at beta.familysearch.org in the near future.)

 

         Canada, Ontario—Deaths, 1933–1937

         Deutschland, Baden, Achern—Kirchenbücher, 1810–1869 [Part C]
         Deutschland, Mecklenburg—Volkszählung, 1890 [Div 93–156]
         U.K., Bristol—Parish Registers, 1837–1900 [Part G]

         U.S., District of Columbia—1930 Federal Census

         U.S., Indiana—WWII Draft Registration Cards, 1942

         U.S., Kentucky—1930 Federal Census

         U.S., Vermont—Vital Records, 1760–1954 [Part A]

         U.S., West Virginia—1930 Federal Census

         Украина, Киев—Метрические книги русской православной церкви, 1843–1845 [Часть А]
Current FamilySearch Indexing Projects, Record Language, and Percent Completion
 

	Argentina, Balvanera—Registros Parroquiales, 1833–1934 [Parte B]
	Spanish
	49%

	Argentina, Cordoba—Registros Parroquiales, 1722–1924 [Parte B]
	Spanish
	89%

	Argentina, Santa Fe—Registros Parroquiales, 1634–1926 [Parte A]
	Spanish
	33%

	Brasil—Registro Civil, 1852–1914 [Parte 2A]
	Portuguese
	1%

	Brasil, Florianópolis—Registros da Igreja, 1751–1954 [Parte A]
	Portuguese
	12%

	Brasil, Pernambuco, Recife—Registro Civil, 1900–1920
	Portuguese
	3%

	Brasil, Rio de Janeiro—Matrimonios, 1900–1910 [Piloto]
	Portuguese
	51%

	Canada—Passenger Lists, 1881–1922
	English
	5%

	Canada, New Brunswick—Deaths, 1815–1938 [Part B]
	English
	(New)

	Canada, Ontario—Marriages, 1869–1927 [Part A]
	English
	91%

	Česká republika, Litoměřice—Matriky, 1552-1905 [část 1]
(Tschechien, Litomerice—Kirchenbücher [Teil 1])
	German
	89%

	Chile—Registros Civiles, 1885–1900
	Spanish
	26%

	Chile, Concepción—Registros Civiles, 1885–1903 [Parte 2B]
	Spanish
	33%

	Colombia, Bucaramanga—Registros Parroquiales, 1649–1959
	Spanish
	12%

	Colombia, Marinilla—Registros Parroquiales, 1815–1959
	Spanish
	60%

	Deutschland, Baden, Achern—Kirchenbücher, 1810–1869 [Part D]
	German
	3%

	El Salvador—Registros Civiles, 1835–1910
	Spanish
	22%

	España, Andalucía—Registros Civiles, 1837–1870
	Spanish
	2%

	España, Lugo—Registros Parroquiales, 1530–1930 [Parte 1]
	Spanish
	41%

	France, Cherbourg—Registres Paroissiaux, 1802–1907
	French
	43%

	France, Coutances—Registres Paroissiaux 1802–1907
	French
	45%

	France, Paris—Registres Protestants, 1612–1906 [Partie D]
	French
	80%

	France, Saint-Lo—Registres Paroissiaux, 1802–1907
	French
	58%

	Guatemala, Guatemala—Registros Civiles, 1800–1900
	Spanish
	9%

	Guatemala, Guatemala—Registros Civiles, 1877–1900
	Spanish
	21%

	Italia, Napoli, Castellammare di Stabia—Atti di Morte, 1809–1936 [Parte B]
	Italian
	68%

	Italy, Trento—Baptisms, 1784–1924 [Part 2A]
	Italian
	40%

	Mexico, D.F.—Bautismos, 1536–1900 [Parte A]
	Spanish
	1%

	Mexico, Puebla—1930 Federal Censo
	Spanish
	70%

	New Zealand—Passenger Lists, 1871–1915 [Part 2A]
	English
	7%

	Nicaragua, Managua—Registros Civiles, 1879–1984 [Part 3B]
	Spanish
	74%

	Norge —Tinglysningskort, 1640–1903
	Norwegian
	2%

	Perú, Lima—Registros Civiles, 1887–1921 [Parte A]
	Spanish
	72%

	Portugal, Setúbal—Registros da Igreja, 1581–1910
	Portuguese
	23%

	República Dominicana—Nacimientos Civiles, 1828–1906
	Spanish
	1%

	Russland, Sankt Petersburg—Kirchenbuchduplikat, 1833–1885
	German
	35%

	South Africa, Cape Province—Church Records, 1660–1970
	Afrikaans, Dutch, English
	63%

	Sverige, Södermanland—Kyrkoböcker, till 1860 [Del 1]
	Swedish
	64%

	Sverige, Uppsala—Kyrkoböcker, till 1860 [Del 1]
	Swedish
	71%

	Sverige, Örebro—Kyrkoböcker, till 1860 [Del 1]
	Swedish
	29%

	U.K., Bristol—Parish Registers, 1837–1900 [Part H]
	English
	(New)

	U.K., Essex—Parish Registers, 1538–1900 [Part A]
	English
	13%

	U.K., Manchester—Parish Registers, 1813–1925 [Part B]
	English
	(New)

	U.K., Warwickshire—Parish Registers, 1538–1900 [Part 2 Adv]
	English/
Old English
	24%

	Uruguay—Registros Civiles (Nacimientos), 1879–1930
	Spanish
	4%

	U.S., Alabama—County Marriages, 1809–1950 [Part A]
	English
	55%

	U.S., Arkansas—1930 Federal Census
	English
	(New)

	U.S., Arkansas—County Marriages, 1837–1957 [IX]
	English
	45%

	U.S., Arkansas—WWII Draft Registration, 1942
	English
	37%

	U.S., California—County Marriages, 1850–1952 [Part B]
	English
	31%

	U.S., Connecticut—1930 Federal Census
	English
	(New)

	U.S., District of Columbia—County Marriages, 1811–1950 [Part A]
	English
	23%

	U.S., District of Columbia—Deaths, 1874–1959
	English
	74%

	U.S., Illinois—County Marriages, 1810–1934 [Part A]
	English
	57%

	U.S., Indiana, Bartholomew—County Marriages, 1811–1959
	English
	26%

	U.S., Iowa—County Births, 1880–1935 [Part A]
	English
	9%

	U.S., Iowa—County Marriages, 1838–1992 [Part A]
	English
	38%

	U.S., Louisiana—1930 Federal Census
	English
	92%

	U.S., Minnesota—County Marriages, 1860–1949 [Part A]
	English
	25%

	U.S., New Jersey—County Marriages, 1682–1956 [Part 1]
	English
	24%

	U.S., New York—Marriage Licenses, 1908–1938 [Part A]
	English
	33%

	U.S., New York—Marriages, 1908–1935 [Part A]
	English
	31%

	U.S., North Carolina—County Marriages, 1762–1959 [Part B]
	English
	15%

	U.S., North Carolina—Freedmen Letters, 1862–1870
	English
	9%

	U.S., Oklahoma—Allotment Records, 1899–1907
	English
	61%

	U.S., Oklahoma—County Marriages, 1891–1959 [Part B]
	English
	17%

	U.S., Puerto Rico—1910 Censo Federal
	Spanish
	7%

	U.S., Puerto Rico—1920 Censo Federal
	Spanish
	94%

	U.S., Puerto Rico—Nacimientos Civiles, 1836–1930 [Parte B]
	Spanish
	3%

	U.S., Rhode Island—1930 Federal Census
	English
	(New)

	U.S., Tennessee—County Marriages, 1790–1950 [Part B]
	English
	29%

	U.S., Tennessee—County Marriages, 1790–1950 [Part C]
	English
	36%

	U.S., Texas—County Marriages, 1837–1977 [Part B]
	English
	12%

	U.S., West Virginia—WWII Draft Registration, 1942
	English
	(New)

	Venezuela—Nacimientos Civiles, 1873–1909
	Spanish
	1%

	Venezuela, Mérida—Registros Parroquiales, 1654–1992 [Parte 2]
	Spanish
	22%

	Österreich, Wiener Meldezettel, 1890–1925
	German
	32%

	Россия, Самара—Метрические книги церкви, 1869–1917 (часть 1)
	Russian
	53%

	Украина, Киев—Метрические книги русской православной церкви, 1843–1845 [Часть B]
	Russian
	(New)


 Current FamilySearch Partner Projects, Record Language, and Percent Completion
 

	België—Burgerlijke Stand, 1851–1900 [Deel D]
	Dutch
	84%

	Belgique—Registres Civile, 1851–1900 [Partie A]
	French
	58%

	Brasil, Minas Gerais—Church Records, 1706-1952
	Portuguese
	1%

	Canada, Ontario, Toronto—Trust Cemeteries, 1826–1935
	English
	18%

	Deutschland, Westfalen, Minden—Volkszählung, 1880–1900
	German
	11%

	España, Avila, Barroman—Registros Parroquiales, 1550–1930
	Spanish
	10%

	España, Avila, Madrigal y Garganta—Registros Parroquiales, 1530–1935
	Spanish
	89%

	España, Malaga—Registros Civiles, 1846–1870
	Spanish
	54%

	France, Quimper et Leon, St. Louis—Registres Paroissiaux, 1722–1909
	French
	72%

	Norway—1875 Census [Part B]
	Norwegian
	57%

	Philippines, Lingayen, Dagupan—Registros Parroquiales, 1615–1982
	Spanish
	72%

	U.K., Norfolk—Parish Registers, 1538–1900
	English
	17%

	U.S., Ohio—Tax Records, Post 1825 [Part 3]
	English
	80%

	U.S., Utah, Salt Lake County—Birth Registers, 1890–1908
	English
	67%

	U.S., Utah, Salt Lake County—Death Registers, 1848–1940
	English
	32%
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