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RECORD SEARCH TO CLOSE IN THE NEAR FUTURE
The Family History Department is moving to unite all of the Historical Records onto one FamilySearch web site. As part of this process, they have now published all of the collections formerly found on Record Search pilot onto the FamilySearch beta test site at beta.familysearch.org .

As collections are uploaded to the beta site, they are being removed from Record Search. They expect that the Record Search site will be completely closed in the near future – announcements about closure will be posted on the Record Search site.
Again, we encourage you to try the new beta site (URL above).  It is excellent.
Unfolding the Future of Online Family History Research

 At the Conference on Family History and Genealogy at BYU, Daniel C. Lawyer reported regarding FamilySearch, "something big is coming soon.” Read about the future of FamilySearch. 

This article will give you some wonderful insight into what talent has been assembled to help US with our Family History research.  The Lord is definitely ‘In Charge.’  

Ancestor Cards for Children
                 [image: image2.png]



Did you collect baseball cards? Did you bend a Mickey Mantle card and attach it to the spokes of your bike? Did your mom throw them out? Then try this idea.
Recently I've been mulling over how to present the genealogy I've done on our family so that it would grab my 9 year old grandson's attention. My good friend Illya of Genealogy Today suggested I use a baseball or hockey card format with one ancestor per card. Continue Reading: Ancestor Cards for Children 
Source: Olive Tree Genealogy Blog, July 16, 2007
5 New Temples Announced
During his remarks today at the first session of the 180th Semiannual General Conference of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Church President Thomas S. Monson announced that the Church would build five new temples.  The new temples will be built in Hartford, Connecticut; Indianapolis, Indiana; Tijuana, Mexico; Urdaneta, Philippines; and Lisbon, Portugal. The new temples will be the first for the Church in Portugal, Indiana, and Connecticut.  The Urdaneta temple will be the Church’s third in the Philippines and the Tijuana temple will be Mexico’s thirteenth temple. 

ADDITIONAL UPDATES TO FAMILYSEARCH BETA

At the end of last week we released another substantial update to the FamilySearch Beta website. In addition to the four major updates outlined below, we’ve made a large number of improvements under the hood that aren’t really visible to users of the site but make a big difference in the overall performance and function of the site. Here’s the quick list of updates:

· Redesigned Home Page

· Brand New – Getting Started Section

· Redesigned Learning Resources Section

· Just Released - FamilySearch Center Section

Redesigned Home Page. We redesigned the home page to highlight more of the site features like the Getting Started Section, Learning Resources and FamilySearch Centers. We also added a basic browse by location feature under the search form. We plan to make the browse by location tool much more interactive over time and would love to get your suggestions of how to improve it. Click the Feedback link on the site to leave us a suggestion.
Brand New – Getting Started Section. We have big plans for the Getting Started section of the site. What we released last week is just the beginning. Right now you can look at profiles of some famous ancestors that have been researched by our experts in the Family History Library. You can also choose from a number of designer pedigree charts and fill out your own family tree. Another valuable addition to the Getting Started section isn’t quite ready yet, but you can still see a placeholder for it on the page. A new four-part video series in the Getting Started section will teach people how to begin researching their family history.

Redesigned Learning Resources Section. The learning resources section has been redesigned to try to make it easier to access the tremendous content created by FamilySearch and a community of volunteers. You can quickly search over 40,000 articles containing a wealth of knowledge about how to do research or where to find records all around the world. You can also add your own knowledge by updating an article or creating a new article. We’ve also added over 100 online courses dealing with a range of topics from Beginning English Research to Reading Russian Records. Watch these courses online to learn to research or improve your genealogy skills.

Just Released – FamilySearch Center Section. The newly released FamilySearch Centers section replaces and expands upon the former Family History Library section of the site. You can learn about services available for free in over 4,000 FamilySearch Centers around the world. Looking for the closest FamilySearch Center? Just put your postal code into the FamilySearch Center and we’ll mark it on a map for you.

We hope you enjoy these new features and continue to provide us with your feedback on what we can do to make the FamilySearch Beta a more valuable tool. Remember, just click the Feedback link on the site to tell us what’s on your mind.

Back Up My Tree

All genealogy data needs to be backed up frequently. A new online backup service will do just that: make frequent backups and store those backups off-site for safety purposes. Best of all, the service is available FREE of charge. Please note that it works with many Windows genealogy programs, although not all of them. For more information: Back Up My Tree 
Source: Eastman's Genealogy Newsletter, September 13, 2010. 
HAS THIS EVER HAPPENED TO YOU?

Question: 

I ordered a film of German church records, found the name I was searching for and made a digital copy of the page to study at home. With the help of a German word list, I have deciphered most of the record but still have questions on a couple of the entries. Do you have someone at the Center who can transcribe it for me?
Answer: 
Go the FamilySearch forums or the Ancestry.com message boards for Germany. You do have to register and sign in before sending messages, but it is free. Click on the "New Thread" or "New Post" button and enter a plea for transcription help and attach the digital copy of the page in question. I've used this method multiple times for help with Hungarian records and found excellent help within a few hours, and you don't even have to leave home! 
This is a wonderful explanation for a recurring problem. FORUMS is an underutilized element in your Genealogy Research. We ALL need to open our horizons to many other items we can be using.

GROUNDBREAKING FOR ROME ITALY TEMPLE
Rome is renowned worldwide as the "Eternal City." That lofty designation has never rung truer for some 25,000 Italian Latter-day Saints. On Oct. 23, Church President Thomas S. Monson presided over the groundbreaking ceremony here for the Rome Italy Temple, imparted words of direction and love before offering a prayer of thanksgiving and dedication on the temple project.

The BYU Historic Journals database
WOW…this is neat
BYU is currently beta testing their new technology for linking individuals in nFS directly to journals in their digital collection. This allows the user to tag names within the pages of the journals and cross reference them to the PID# of the individual in nFS. You will need your LDS account to register on the site. Go to http://journals.byu.edu/ and watch a short video about finding journals by and about your ancestors. 

We ALL better know about this techno stuff, or else we WILL be left behind.

Nationwide Gravesite Locator

This US Department of Veterans' Affairs site lists burials of military personnel and family members in US military cemeteries. Listings date from the Revolutionary War to the present and usually include name, rank, branch of service, and dates of birth and death. http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NGL_v1 
Free Online Genealogy Books

A searchable website for genealogy books was established three years ago by a retired librarian, Mollie. It now has 20,000 titles with 7,500 in the biography and genealogy section. The site is genealogically oriented and is easy to navigate. Books are arranged by surname, locality, material type and topic. 
http://www.genealogybooklinks.com/ 

Source: Generations Newsletter, October 2010, Washington DC Family History Center

WOULDN’T IT BE NICE

The stories, passed down from generation to generation, are what bring family history to life. Be sure to record yours for posterity. Writing short stories for family blogs or websites is a good way to keep the stories alive for your descendants. For example, how fun would it be for family members to search for their ancestors online and find the following:

Uncle Wendell Catches a Forty Pounder
by David Wooddell, Sr. as related many times by my father, Luther H. Wooddell. 

Ok, no picture is needed here as you shall see. The year was around 1955. Grandaddy and Granny Wooddell, (aka Luther H. Wooddell, Sr. and Lenore (Shirey) Wooddell) along with Uncle Wendell (George) Perry and Aunt Myrtle (Wooddell - Grandaddy's sister) Perry had come to Bellville Illinois where we lived at the time for a visit. Dad (aka L.H. Wooddell, Jr.) was in the Air Force and stationed at Scott Air Force Base. 

On with the story. The "menfolk" of course went fishing. This was normal. What was not normal was that it had been raining hard, and the creek where we went was running even with the top of the wooden bridge. Since the fishing was pretty much near impossible, after about 15 minutes, a 4 year old boy (aka David Wooddell) was walking around on a very wet bridge, stepping on the wooden planks to keep from getting "excessively wet.”


On the upstream side of this very inundated bridge, was a log that had washed against the bridge, and was held there precariously by the raging current. Thus it looked like any other part of the bridge to a 4 year old. I recall stepping on it. Then I recall cold, brown water engulfing me (memories etch indelibly) for but a few seconds. Then a hand grabbed my arm or collar & swung me on the downstream side of the bridge. 
In short order we packed up and went home. Upon our return, the "womenfolk" asked "Catch any?" To which my Dad replied, "Just Uncle Wendell. He caught a 40 pounder!" Indeed he did. There I stood in damp hair, and someone's shirt. I was hustled inside to get dry clothes on. Thus you can understand this is but one reason why he was always one of my favorite uncles. That and he was a great person.

Upon his death in 1999, the realization hit me hard that perhaps, just perhaps, he as much as my father is responsible for my being here today. For had he not been a good Christian man, and in the good graces of God, and his one desperate reach into the murky water to save a boy being swept away by a raging current, there may not be this website, and my children today. The fact that I am here, is proof, that he really did "catch a 40 pounder that day."

This is the earliest "fish story" I can remember. Thank you for letting me share it. 

by David A. Wooddell, Sr.
http://www.tx-wooddell.net/stories/40lbs.htm
HAVE YOU EVER…?

Have you ever been on www.rootsweb.com or www.Ancestry.com and found some of your genealogical information that you DIDN’T put there? And you found that the information was on www.familysearch.org. The Church didn't share the information, but that does not keep RootsWeb or anyone else from interfacing with our websites behind the scenes and then portraying that information as their own.  It is done all the time. Elder Votaw is a Training Leader in the World Wide Missionary Support Group; he gave us this response to a question. 

FamilySearch – See inside Granite Mountain Records Vault, Part 1 and Part 2 - Youtube
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAzty9dd6rA
The Printed Birth and Baptismal Certificates of the German Americans
by Cynthia Theusch
The publication of “The Printed Birth and Baptismal Certificates of the German Americans” (974.8 St73p) in six volumes was the culmination of a comprehensive study by Klaus Stopp. Stopp scoured numerous public and private collections to discover and record the beautiful illustrations and detailed information preserved in a wide variety of printed birth and baptismal certificates (BBCs). The majority of the printers and certificates featured are from Pennsylvania, but the set also includes a few certificates produced by printers in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Ohio,Virginia, Wisconsin, Canada, Germany, Switzerland and France.

The work begins with useful background about BBCs including their significance and printing techniques as well as information about text, color, Bible verses, materials used and more. The table of contents in each volume lists printers by geographic location. Each printer’s section includes illustrations of the certificates produced by that printer with their approximate date, imprint, and notes about styles and variations For example, Abraham Harry Senseman was a printer in Easton, Pennsylvania, during the 1840s who designed six of the certificates featured.

Important for genealogists, Stopp also abstracted the family information from each document and includes it, along with a note of where the certificate is held. Family details generally include the father’s name, mother’s maiden name, child’s given name, child’s birth
and/or baptismal date and the place of the event. For example, Samuel, the child of Elias Hinckel and Anna Kramer, was born September 8, 1848, and baptized December 18, 1848, in Bedminster, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. This certificate is in the collection of the Free Library in Philadelphia

Abstracts from a handful of printers’ ledgers are another useful feature of the set. These include the name of the customer, date of the transaction, type of certificate ordered and quantity purchased. For example, printer Johann Ritter noted on page 70 in his ledger that on June 2, 1815, Georg Mentz purchased 70 colored Taufscheine for $19.45 and 100 plain Taufscheine for $16.67. The printers’ ledgers also reveal other interesting details. Not all BBCs were ordered at the time of a child’s birth or baptism, for example. Klopp noted that Johann Adam Riegel and his wife Anna Catharina Schwartz ordered certificates for themselves after their marriage on October 19, 1781. Researchers will find a name index in each volume to help them make their own discoveries.

Preservation Tip of the Month--Mending a Paper Tear
by Becky Schipper

To correctly mend a torn page or document, you will need a bone folder and Filmoplast P paper mending tape, which is acid free.  For non-archival paper you may use Scotch Magic Removable Tape #811.

Carefully matching words and or lines and pictures, use a narrow piece of mending tape to cover the tear. It is always best to mend on the back side if you can accomplish a good match. Apply the tape from the inner or spine side of the page and rub towards the outer edge. Use no more tape than necessary; but if the tear is overly long or very jagged, you may need to tape on both the front and back. Burnish the
tape with the bone folder to make it almost invisible.
Lockwood Marble Works Account Books
by Dawne Slater-Putt, CG

The account books of the Lockwood Marble Works of Huntington, NewYork, give detailed descriptions of the work done by this cemetery marker company and are a true “genealogical gem.” The three original volumes cover 1837 to 1869 and were at the Huntington Historical Society when filmed in 1976. They are available in The Genealogy Center as items two through four on roll five of a five-roll set of microfilmed material for Suffolk County.

Each volume begins with a chronological list of names of the deceased and page numbers on which their marker information appears. Following these lists are details of the orders, including at minimum the stone’s inscription, cost of the order, and name of the town where the stone was to be placed. Beginning in the early 1850s, entries began to include sketches of the markers in minute detail, noting the sizes of the letters, dimensions of the monument bases, and height, shape and type of stone used.

Volume one includes an entry for “Phebe, widow of Peter M. Lawrence of New Town, and Daughter of Isaac and Anna Parish, died December 27, 1832, aged 36 years.” Phebe’s stone was to be set in the town of Oyster Bay, and cost $19.60. A book in The Genealogy Center’s collection, “Historic Cemeteries of Oyster Bay” by John E. Hammond (GC 974.702 Oy8ham), confirms that Phebe (Parish) Lawrence died in 1832 and was buried in Weekes Cemetery in Oyster Bay.

Verses are part of the details recorded, such as that for Letty Augusta Horton, age 7 months, 19 days: “No more my baby shall then lie, With drowsy smile and half shut eye, Pillow’d upon my fostering breast, Serenely sinking into rest.” Surprising information is included in some of the entries. One reads, “Erected by Rory Kerewan in memory of his Brother, Thomas Kerewan of the County of Queens, Ireland who was accidentally drowned while in the act of bathing August 4, 1853. Aged 23 years.”

What a boon this source is for the genealogist who finds that the tombstone of his or her Suffolk County ancestor is no longer readable! By comparing the shape and dimensions of markers, their age, material and location with these records, it may be possible to identify stones that have been displaced or broken, or have had their legends erased by time.
Technology Tip of the Month--Inserting Photographs into Microsoft Word
by Kay Spears
Has this ever happened to you? You’ve just inserted a photograph into your family history. You continue to type, and then notice that your photograph has moved. Welcome to the magical world of Microsoft Word.
Photographs inserted into a Word document will be either “inline” or “floating.” All versions of Microsoft Word I’m familiar with have a default setting of inline. Inline photographs stay where they are inserted with the adjacent text, so if the text moves, the photograph moves. You can resize and left, right or center-align inline images, but you cannot wrap text around them. In order to wrap text around a photograph, Word will change the format of the image to “floating,” and that’s when the disappearing act can occur because “floating” objects can move around and even off the page.

Suppose we want to wrap text around an image inserted into a Word document. The easiest way to begin this process is to right-click on the photo. A dialog box will appear. Click on format Picture, then on the Layout tab. Five text wrapping styles will be illustrated by pictures of dogs surrounded by text. Choose between in line, behind, square, in front, or tight depending on how you want the text to wrap around the photograph. Let’s choose tight. When you click on your choice, Word automatically wraps the text and changes the photograph’s format to “floating.” Let’s make sure that the picture stays where you want it. Go back to Format Picture, Layout, and then click Advanced. In the options section, you should see the “move object with text” box checked by default. This means your photograph will stay with the paragraph into which you inserted it, regardless of where you may be working in the document. If that check box is cleared, the picture will stay on the page, but the text will move around it as you edit.
What Did They Mean By That?
by Delia Cothrun Bourn

If an ancestor’s diary recorded that she had used a mangle on the family’s clothes, would you wonder why she destroyed their wardrobes? And if she gave her husband a “diet-drink,” was she helping him watch his weight? Using an unabridged dictionary, it might be possible to locate the definitions of many of the terms found while doing genealogical research, but some words or combinations may not be listed. While it may seem that one must continue to puzzle over phrases our ancestors used, there is hope for discovering the meanings of those mystery expressions.

“What Did They Mean By That? A Dictionary of Historical Terms for Genealogists” by Paul Drake (929 D78w) can help you solve the
linguistic mysteries encountered in your research. A volume two (929 D78wa), as well as “More What Did They Mean By That?” (929 D78m), both also by Drake, provide a wealth of information on additional terms and expressions. For example, one could learn that a mangle was a device consisting of two plates or rollers that smoothed or pressed cloth, aiding our ancestors in doing laundry. And a “diet-drink” was“medicated liquor…prescribed to promote general well-being.” Other entries provide the meanings of legal terms such as matrix, “that edition of a document from which all copies must be made.”

The first volume of this handy series also includes common abbreviations, a comparison of the English and Saxon alphabets, and a list of English regnal years (dealing with a monarch’s reign) used to date early documents. Fold-out reproductions of early financial accounts and an estate inventory allow researchers to see handwritten abbreviations and spelling in context. Volume two contains common abbreviations of first names and a
map of Ohio’s major land surveys, as well as an illustration showing various subdivisions of a section of land, with measurements in chains, acres and rods. “More What Did They Mean By That?” includes an expanded list of abbreviations, noting the difference between “sil” for son-in-law and “siL” for sister-in-law, and features abbreviations for Latin legal terminology such as d.s.p.” (decessit sine prole, or died without issue) and “d.s.p.m.” (decessit sine prole mascula, or died without male issue). A fascinating list of obsolete twentieth-century terms, such as “curb feelers” and “fender skirts” is also included.
Technology Tip of the Month-- Photo Restoration with Adobe Photoshop, Version 9.02: The Nitty Gritty IV, Feathering.
by Kay Spears

Feathering is a technique that is often used in retouching (notice I said retouching, not restoring) a photograph. I’m sure you’ve seen old photographs or wedding portraits in which the image appears to fade into the background. This effect is called a vignette, and a vignette can be created by feathering.   Con’t on next page.
According to Adobe, “feathering blurs edges by building a transition boundary between the selection and its surrounding pixels.” In Adobe, you can use the Marquee tool, Lasso tool, or Polygonal Lasso tool to feather. The feathering effect becomes apparent after you move, cut, or fill the selection.

How is this effect applied when restoring a photograph? Sometimes damaged photographs have large pieces missing, and these require some creativity to repair. We could use a Clone tool; however, the Clone tool only works if you have matching pixels. I have found that by using the feathering technique in combination with the Layers Palette, the problem of a missing piece is easily fixed.

First, using the Marquee, Lasso, or Polygonal Lasso tool, select an area of pixels that might be a close match to the missing piece. While holding down the left button on your mouse, drag and draw a line around a selection of these pixels. Release the left mouse button. If
you’ve done this correctly, you should see a moving dotted line around the area you selected. Next, without changing the tool, position the cursor on the selected area and right click. A menu will open; choose >Feather. The Feather Selection dialog box will open and give you the option of typing in the number of pixels that will be deleted from the selection. I suggest starting with a low number. Click OK to apply the feathering effect to the edges of your selection. Right click on the selection again and choose > Layer via Copy. You should now have two layers on your palette. In the Layers Palette, click on the new layer, then choose the Move tool from the toolbar. Choosing the Move tool allows you to move the selected pixels into place by using your keyboard arrow keys. When you start to use the arrow keys, you will be able to watch the pixels move across the image until they are positioned above the missing portion. Because you have feathered the edges of the pixels on the top layer, the patch will blend in with the bottom layer. Sometimes a little tweak is needed with the contrast, but you should end up with a photograph that doesn’t have any missing parts. When you are satisfied with the results, merge the layer down.
Tombstone Translations  

by Kimberly Powell

A number of good Web sites exist which specifically focus on tombstone translation, including lists of words commonly found on tombstones in a wide variety of languages along with their English translations. For Jewish tombstones with Hebrew inscriptions, begin with "How to Read a Hebrew Tombstone" by Warren Blatt, which covers not only common words and phrases, but also includes sections on Hebrew abbreviations (online translators have trouble with these) and symbols, and explains how to correctly interpret dates written in Hebrew. 

The Pennsylvania Tombstone Transcription Project also has a great site titled Tombstone Inscription Translations which lists words and phrases commonly found on tombstones (born, died, here lies, months, days, etc.) in various languages, including Albanian, Croatian, Czech, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian/Latin, Lithuanian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish, Ukranian and Welsh.

To read Kimberly's full article: Tombstone Translations
Source: About.com Genealogy Guide, September 28, 2010 
MEDICAL EMERGENCY
Dick Eastman recommends that you type up all of your emergency medical information – contact information for family, blood type, meds you take, address and phone number, etc., and put it on a thumb drive that you carry on your person.  In your wallet include a note telling where the thumb drive can be found along with the name of the file.
40 Places to Find Vital Records Information

by Gena Philbert Ortega

Sometimes we get in ruts and don't enlarge our scope of thinking about places to search for that piece of evidence that would point to the date of our ancestor's birth, marriage or death. Some of the documents listed below may not give you an actual date of the event but they may give you a clue. For example, land deeds aren't going to provide a death date, but they may show a widow and/or her children selling land after her husband dies. An ancestor may be shown paying taxes year after year, and then he disappears from the tax roll.

To access Part 1, the first 20 places: Part 1
To access Part 2, the second 20 places: Part 2
Source: World Vital Records Newsletter, September 17, 2010 

Family History Online Training Resources for Members
FamilySearch has over 100 online courses available to help you, and the members whom you serve, learn basic methods and resources to start your family history. These courses provide training on:
·         Researching records in various countries
·         Reading handwritten records
·         Using research principles and tools 
These courses can be accessed directly from the beta FamilySearch website at https://learning.beta.familysearch.org/researchcourses. You can also access these courses in the Help Center from the Training and Resources tab of the new FamilySearch.
New FamilySearch Reference Manual
The New FamilySearch Reference Manual has been created to use with the   new.familysearch.org website. The reference manual is a training resource that can be used to teach members, either through one-on-one training or in a classroom, how to use the new FamilySearch .
This manual provides:
·         Step-by-step instructions for using the new FamilySearch.
·         Learning activities.
·         A chart to mark a person’s progress in completing the training. 
You can access the manual from the Help Center of the new FamilySearch by clicking the Training and Resources tab. After reviewing the manual, we encourage you to give us your feedback using the link provided in the manual.
FamilySearch Interactive Guide
The FamilySearch website will change to a new version by the end of 2010. The new version of the FamilySearch website still contains most of the features that you used on the previous site. However, for many of the features, how you access them has changed.
This interactive guide can be used as a resource to help you and others learn the following about the new site:
· Where features are found on the new site
· How functionality has changed for some features
· Which features are no longer available
· What features will be added in the future
You will find the interactive guide in the Help Center of the new FamilySearch, on the Training and Resources tab.
Question: 

Could you explain the Gregorian calendar change in England?


Answer: 

The FamilySearch Wiki gives the following explanation: The Gregorian calendar, the one that is commonly used today, is a correction of the Julian calendar, which was 11 days behind the solar year by 1752 because of miscalculated leap years. England began using the new calendar in 1752. Eleven days were omitted in that year to bring the calendar in line with the solar year. The day after Wednesday, 2 September 1752, became Thursday, 14 September 1752. Also at that time, the first day of the year changed to 1 January. Before 1752 the first day of the year was 25 March. For more information go to the Wiki.

Genealogy Quotes to remember

A kid told me that genealogy meant old people hunting for dead people. 
*****
You know you're a genealogist when your kids think it is normal to have a picnic in a cemetery...

*****
You know you are a genealogist when you get locked in a library overnight and don't notice...
*****

I never met a dead person I didn’t like…The deader the better….they are easier to find…

PENNSYLVANIA ARCHIVES CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS

"The PA Archives in Harrisburg, Dauphin County, PA, will be closed for renovations beginning Oct. 18, 2010-Feb. 2, 2011." 

"NewspaperArchives.com"

Are you aware that NewspaperArchives.com is on the FHC Portals site?  What site is it located under?  Here are the steps to find it in the Portal. Go to Godfrey Memorial Library, use the FHL login, scroll down to "Newspapers/Journals,” scroll down to "NewspaperArchives.com,” click on "A Service Provided by Newspaper Archive" to get to actual site.

If you want this subscription site at your home, the cost will be ---

“Save over 30%"

11.99/month regularly 17.99

9.99 / month for 3 month membership

7.99/month for semi-annual membership

5.99/month for annual membership - regularly 9.99
Using Abstracts, Extracts, and Transcriptions

Records copied and published by others are often fraught with problems. Transcription and handwriting interpretation errors are common. More than that, however, are the problems resulting from someone else's interpretation of a document? One will abstract I recently encountered contained spelling errors of surnames, omissions of some other heirs' names (including those of slaves), and included no description of the division of property. I strongly urge you to follow up on your find of abstracts and transcriptions with a look at a copy of the original documents. While many abstractors and transcribers do excellent work, you can often find additional important information (and errors) when you examine the documents yourself.
SOURCE: "Along Those Lines - Common Research Wrong Turns", Ancestry.com Archive, 9/17/1999 
Learn about the records you will research
Do not research in ignorance. Learning will invariably save you time and money. There are numerous printed guides to genealogical research available for purchase or through your local library. Additionally, there are online sites such as the Family History Library Web Site and Genealogy.com that contain information about research and records in a wide variety of areas. You might also consider attending one of the many genealogical workshops and institutes offered around the country.
Source: "Time-Saving Tips for Genealogists", by Michael John Neill, Genealogy.com
Genealogy Links

This site consists of 3500 pages of more than 30,000 genealogy links from Eastern European countries. http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/index.html
Using Maps

A great deal of time is wasted by people who don't use the correct map when doing their research. As countries grew, counties or provinces were subdivided into new ones and boundaries changed. Wars and political conflicts caused boundaries to change as well. If you are looking for a marriage record, make sure you write to the correct government office that might hold that record. First use a current map to determine where the event took place. Then locate a map of the same area from the time when the event occurred. If the location is now in a different county or other governmental jurisdiction, contact or visit the old one for a copy of the record. SOURCE: "Along Those Lines - Common Research Wrong Turns", Ancestry.com Archive, 9/17/1999
Question:

Temple cards which have been printed show my name and address and phone number. The phone number is just my basic number with no area code. How can I add the area code. I have tried the new FamilySearch "update my profile," but there is no phone number listed there that I could find. 


Answer:

In NFS, click on Update my Profile and you will be asked to reenter your password, and then sign in to your LDS account. Scroll down to the New FamilySearch User Profile section and uncheck "Use the address above" box. You'll then see the fields for changing the address, city, telephone, etc.

Question:

What does "EASy" mean in the System Origin field in many Record Search entries. For example, Samuel Dill baptized 14 Oct 1748 in Eutingen, Baden, Germany has Germany-EASy in the System Origin field.


Answer:

EASy stands for Extraction Administration System, the system used prior to FamilySearch Indexing.


This newsletter is compiled by Jack and Sylvia Sonneborn, family history consultants of the York 2nd Ward, for use within the ward.  It is also e-mailed to parties interested in family history, but it is not an official publication of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

jsonneborn@verizon.net – new email address
slysyl@verizon.net
For copies of Genealogy News, go to 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~payork/York2Ward/
Thanks to Don and Jeanine Hartman of Utah for posting the newsletter online for us.  http://familyhart.info
SYLVIA’S GENEALOGY CORNER

Being a support tech for a website might not sound too glamorous, but it is, and I would like to dedicate this column to our mission as support missionaries (techs) for Research Support and new FamilySearch – the Church’s family history repository for deceased individuals.  On November 2, Jack and I will be released from our missions. It has been a very fulfilling, joyful, and busy year for us, but we leave our mission with many wonderful friends, fond memories, and improved family history skills.
We were called part-time, stay-at-home worldwide support missionaries.  We were required to serve 15 hours a week and attend from 2-4 meetings for up-to-date training each week.  Once my job changed, I was required to serve about 25 hours a week plus two meetings a week.  Jack and I had also served in the beta testing of this type of mission a number of years ago under the direction of Margaret Thompson at Fairview.  The mission has become a lot more sophisticated since then.

I would like to start by endorsing this type of mission. We were unable to go away on a mission because missionary couples need to pass a health test, and we could not do that.  That being said, we asked each other what would we love to do most in all the world, and the answer was to do something involving family history.  Jack likes the research part, and I love new FamilySearch and its attempts to create links from us to Adam if possible.  Well, that’s not too practical, but we can link together many generations, and while the program is available only to LDS at this time, it will be open to the public, probably within the next year, at which time it should grow significantly.
So, what are the prerequisites to do a family history mission? First you must be a worthy member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am not going to dwell on that because church members know the requirements.

Next, you need to have a home computer that passes the test to be able to handle all of the programs that you will need to use.  A computer tech will LANDesk with you to look over your system and perform some tests and make sure your computer is ready.  Later he will come back and install the programs that you will need to perform your mission [with your permission].
As for knowledge, you need to have skills in family history – knowing how to research, how to use and fix problems in new FamilySearch, or how to do indexing to name a few. And you need to have average or above average computer skills. There are various Family History missions.

Next, you will have to download the free version of SKYPE, a telephone and IM system. Many of you who have children in other states already use that, and it is available in a free and a paid version. You will need a set of headphones to plug into your computer so that you hands will be free to type.

You will have two programs installed on your computer – one is a simulated site for training so that you don’t mess up the real site, and the other one is the one that you will use when you begin to work the mission. These programs have templates and knowledge documents.

You will also have a phone system installed on your computer.  It is one that is used by the Church to forward the calls from SLC to the support missionaries. That system will call your home phone, so you will need a second set of headphones for the land line, and the phone system will call the home phone, and you will talk to the patron through that phone. You will need to know how to transfer calls and set up a conference call.  But the Church pays for the use of the services.
Exactly what is the job?  A support missionary will be answering questions that are either e-mailed or phoned into the Church’s support system or Help Center.  You will use templates to guide your responses and gathering of information.  On a phone call, first you will type in a few letters of the patron’s name and either find him in the system or create a new contact (you will need to ask for his information if you must create the contact).  Then you will ask how you may help.  As he poses his question, you will search another section of this site to try to find a knowledge document that will answer his question, and you will teach him how to perform the solution to his problem if he is on the telephone. 
The second way that patrons contact FamilySearch is through e-mails.  These are not so pressure-filled because you can take your time to research and come up with a solution, but then you have to send it to the patron in the form of a letter, typed into a letter template, and having a knowledge document (KD) attached to it. You, the reader, can look at knowledge documents if you are a member of the Church;  you can open up nFS and go to the Help Center and type something like “incorrect gender” in the search box and click on search. Finding the appropriate knowledge document takes a little wait time as a support missionary searches using keywords. Many KD’s are in the Help Center, and often patrons could answer their own questions with a keyword search.  The support missionary will have access to more involved KD’s, and the missionary will assist the patron in a friendly manner even if the answer was readily available in the Help Center.  
On some occasions, the support missionary cannot solve the problem for the patron, so it may be necessary to dispatch a case to another department.  The support missionary needs to know the process of transferring a call or dispatching the case to another department for the engineers to review.

As a support missionary, you can LANDesk or share the patron’s screen and watch what he does as you give instruction. On the Help Center page, you will see a “Co-Browse” button at the bottom of the screen to allow the missionary to connect with the patron’s computer and see what he is doing.  Or the missionary can become a Helper on new Family Search to view the problem, using the helper access number (last 5 characters of patron’s membership number) and a birth date of the patron. As the missionary instructs the patron on how to solve the problem, the missionary can then see the changes the patron has made by refreshing his screen.
Just as our young missionaries as trainees find the MTC a challenge to prepare to go on a mission, the two months of training for the mature volunteers to become a support missionaries is fast-paced, and a trainee would need to be serious, study the learning materials, and practice the hands-on applications.  Each new missionary in training has a trainer who teaches in online labs, and a training assistant who works hands-on with the missionary after the lab is over.  In July I moved from being a support missionary to being training assistant, and I had the opportunity to work with my original training group – Elders Givens and Forsyth and my training assistant Sister Logan, who trained me in November. What joy it was to go back and work with them as a co-worker.  Our training team was spread all over the country, so we used SKYPE to communicate.  It was a lot of fun to help the trainers turn out competent support missionaries.

Sometimes when you are working a case, you simply cannot find a solution.  Each support missionary belongs to several SKYPE chat groups and can IM for help.  There are missionary leaders monitoring the chat lines, and a little phone or letter icon will perk up their eyes to read your message as a SOS. They will then view the case and offer a solution. So a support missionary is never really alone.

Follow-up groups continue to help the support missionary improve.  There is a department that randomly monitors the phone calls and e-mails, and the members give praise and advice to the support missionary.  During the week there are also department in-service meetings with a missionary leader and a group meeting with Sister Emma Bown, who is in charge of the nFS support missionaries.  A big plus of this mission are the devotionals provided by Sis. Bown’s organization.
Jack’s work was a little different.  He mostly took phone calls, and the patrons were looking for research ideas.  He often pointed them to wiki-familysearch.org, where they could put in a locality and find research materials, or forums.familysearch.org, where they could pose a family history question.  In some cases he would do research and send them lists of sites to consult for information on certain localities.  He loved to talk on the phones, and it empowered him to be able to tell people where to go (politely, of course).  That is his description of his job, by the way.

At the end of one year, we were invited to extend our mission, but we have some health issues to tend to at this time. We do not regret our decision to serve as support missionaries because we have felt the joy that comes with serving others in the Church.  If you are interested in serving this type of mission, then your computer, your computer skills, and your family history knowledge need to be above average.  
We would be glad to discuss this mission with anyone interested.  Just give us a call at 717-757-2331.  Or Bro. Art Reid of Hanover has done this mission, and Bro. Norm Drasher of Gettysburg is still on his mission in indexing. Also, Sis. Sandy Young of York 1st Ward has extended her mission, and she has moved from new FamilySearch to the Membership Department.  Any of these past and present support missionaries would be glad to answer your questions. I have also posted the contact information to become a missionary on the bulletin board in the Primary hall in the York building.  
We thank the Lord for allowing us to serve in this mission and still stay at home and tend our animals and visit with our beloved families.  We emerge from the mission far better prepared to serve our wards as family history consultants and full of joy for this wonderful experience.          Sister Sylvia Sonneborn

Part-Time Church-Service Missionaries Needed Family History Department, Worldwide Support Services
Interested in the new FamilySearch?                    Church-service missionaries help provide e-mail and phone support for beta testers and users of FamilySearch Web sites and FamilySearch computer programs by answering questions about family history products, programs, and services. Missionaries will receive training and can then offer e-mail and phone support from their own homes. 

Availability: Between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. MST in 2-4 hour shifts, 15 or more hours per week. Hours of availability vary according to where the missionary lives (in which time zone). 

Requirements:
· Contact Elder Allred before talking to your local priesthood leaders--there are some technical requirements that must be met before you can serve.

· Minimum requirements for a home computer: 1.0 GB RAM, Pentium 4 processor, Windows XP, and a high-speed (broadband, DSL, or cable) Internet connection. Click here to see a more detailed list of computer system requirements.

· Church-service missionaries are called by their bishop and stake president.

Skills: Missionaries should have a good understanding of computers, along with good troubleshooting and communication skills. It is helpful if they have experience with family history products (including IGI, PAF, new FamilySearch, and FamilySearch Indexing) and have had previous experience as a ward family history consultant, as a family history center director or staff member, or as an extraction program director or worker.
For more information, contact:
Elder Winston Allred                                                     Family History Department                                                50 East North Temple Street                                                            Salt Lake City, UT 84150-0403                         Phone:1-801-240-0850 (Elder Allred)                          E-mail: support@familysearch.org

For a list of service opportunities:
1. Go to http://www.lds.org/. 

2. Click Serving in the Church. 

3. Click Mission and Service Opportunities. 

4. Click Full-time opportunities, or click Part-time opportunities. 

5. If you select the full-time opportunities, you can view: 

· Current full-time missionary opportunities (click this option to view the current bulletin)
· Missionary Recommendation System

· Preparing to serve a mission

· Estimated mission costs

· Frequently asked questions

Note from another support missionary - I feel I should share with you what helped me to use the new FamilySearch program the most. I signed up to be a FamilySearch Missionary from home. It requires 15 to 20 hours per week, but you can set your own hours. You get to correspond with other missionaries, and you are never really on your own. You learn to use Skype, their phone system, and the advanced Help Center. The first two months of the mission is training - information about the program, how to find answers and that is where you learn things you never knew you didn’t know! I thought I had a pretty good handle on running the program, but I learn things all the time. Plus you get weekly training meetings where you learn all about what is coming, what is being released soon, and you hear it from those who know and the actual product managers some of the time. It is really a rewarding, sometimes challenging experience, but it is well worth the time.

I was already busy as the stake extraction director and stake family history trainer, the ward website administrator and family history consultant, babysitting two grandchildren under age 3, taking care of my 16 year old daughter, my husband, the house, etc. I wasn’t sure I could afford to give 20 hours a week to another project, but miraculously I am able to fit it all in, and I find myself with more free time to research my own family in between taking 
phone calls and answering emails. It has also given me further insight on things that I can’t even explain. 

They really need more missionaries as they are preparing to release the product to the general public. If you have any more questions, let me know. If you are ready to sign up, call Elder Allred tomorrow at 800-453-3860, ext 2-0850. 

Shanna Jones
Worldwide Support Missionary

St George
“Puzzling over Brick Walls? 
By Lida Larkin

Let’s Find the Missing Pieces!”
“Brick Walls are Rest Stops in Research” says Barry Ewell.
Step One

Review what you know and write down what you need to find out. 
This will help you identify gaps and holes to know where you need to look for information.
Step Two

Evaluate what you know and make sure that it is accurate and not based on false assumptions. Check thoroughly each document, photo, newspaper clipping, letters, etc. for new clues.  You can look with fresh eyes at the information because you’ve learned more as you’ve gathered and researched.

Step Three

Make your goals achievable – we eat an Elephant – one bite at a time. 
Don’t set yourself up for failure – set small incremental goals to achieve and experience some success.  This will encourage you to continue to reach your next goal and the next until you reach the major goal.

Step Four

Make a Time Line. I can’t tell you often enough or impress on you enough how valuable this time line will be in being successful in your research for getting through brick walls.  It will be helpful if you try to write a family history or an ancestor history.  It will point you in the direction that will provide success.  It will help you find errors such as children found in a census that couldn’t belong to the mother because of the closeness of ages – unless there’s an adoption.  It will put them in a particular place at a particular time so you can evaluate where to look for census or land records or other things.  Do a Time Line!  

Step Five

Where will we find the answers to what we want to know? Census answers lots of questions.  Also check out mortality schedules and state censuses.

Join state or county historical societies in the area of your ancestors.  Here you can find help in answering questions, find out about the historical details of the area and learn more about the life your ancestors lived.  You can join - often for less than $25 a year - and this might include a monthly newsletter.  Type into Google to find – Lancaster County, Pennsylvania historical society.  You find there is one that’s listed and one for the Mennonite Society and one for Cocalico – a town in Pennsylvania, Lancaster county, where my husband’s family settled.  Would that be helpful?  Absolutely.  And the County history of Lancaster lists a child for the family that we didn’t have.  Don’t neglect such a great source.

Use search engines like Google, Bing, Dogpile, Mamma, Alta Vista, Duck Duck Go, Iseek, or MapMeta, which searches several at the same time.  Different search engines might pick up different families and give you more information from some distant cousins.  There might be websites out there that your ancestor or his children married into that you don’t know about.

Try Facebook, Twitter, Flickr (for pictures).  These kinds of sites actually are replacing the old message boards and email lists.  Be sure to keep your personal info to a minimum.  Tell who you are looking for – where – and time frame.  You might just strike gold as well as find another relative.  Send a message to people of the same surname before you send a friend request to be sure they’re legit. You could start a surname group if one doesn’t exist.  Then message “anybody related to Horace & Henrietta Wilson in Wellington, Ohio in 1922.” 

 I found a cousin reporting her marriage on Facebook – she had lost her husband several years ago and was remarrying.  I had no idea.  I’ve been able to make contact with other cousins that I’ve lost track of and gotten up to date info from them.  It might help you track down family heirlooms that you might at least get a picture of.  NewFamilySearch is now developing discussions about ancestors and their information.  That could put you in contact with someone who has certificates or letters or information you don’t know about.  This will also allow people to work together to get the information accurate.

Step Six

Check our every Brick in the wall – Use a records check list to see if there might be records the ancestor could be in that you haven’t thought of checking yet.  Create a to-do list of sources he might be in.  Some of the software programs will actually make a to-do list for you.

Step Seven

Find what records are available for your area and time frame (Don’t spend time looking for records that don’t exist – like the 1890 census).
 Locality records on Family Search and Research Guidance on FamilySearch Wiki will help you find what records are available.  Pay attention to changes in County Boundaries – records may be kept in an earlier county.  Software like Ani Map shows when counties were created or absorbed or renamed. 

Watch for misspelling of towns and counties.  If you can’t find the name, type it into Google – Steillacum – and Google may ask did you mean Steilacoom?  That turned out to be the right spelling. 

Step Eight

Are there substitute records if current sources are not available (like the 1890 census). Some State Census for 1885-1895 – found a child in the 1895 census, and she was not in the 1900 census, so we would have missed her entirely.


City Directories – these are quite valuable if you can find them for your area and time frame.  They listed everyone whether they had a telephone or not – unlike today – and told occupation.


Special Veteran schedules – and pension records


Several Native American Tribes have census for around 1890


Alumni directories


Voter registration documents


Tax records might help


School records may help, too.

Step Nine

If still no luck, research the relatives (aunts and uncles and their children (collateral lines), associates, neighbors or co-workers. If you find the ancestor’s siblings, you may find the ancestor staying with one of them or moving to the same place as your ancestor, and then you could check tax records and land records to see if they were missed in the census.


Sometimes you’ll find duplicate people so try to bury one.  Especially in England, it was common for parents to name the next child the same name if the first one lived just a short time.  Once there were 3 men by the same name marrying wives of the same name (no surname listed) in the same town.  There were a passel of kids that showed John & Mary as the parents.  Finally, using the occupation of the father, the kids were sorted out as to which couple they belonged to.   So don’t just automatically assume you’ve found your people without doing a bit more checking.

Step Ten

Get creative with surname spellings. As you search for your surname, pay attention to possible spelling and use a wild card to help find the different spellings: Emb* brought up Embrey, Embry Embree, Embrie, Embury, Embery.  Use wild cards in your search like Tabitha – type Tab* born 1825 + 1-5 years in Maine to help you find the right one.  Use Johns*n to get the e and o spellings.  If it’s an unusual first name, you could try searching without the surname.  Many times less is better.  There are programs, too, that will suggest other spellings.  I tried Buczkowski and got numerous spellings.
Step Eleven

Challenge your own assumptions by formulating alternative scenarios. Then Test those theories.  Too many children in a census – could either the husband or wife have been married before?  Could there be an adoption involved.  If a census before it shows relationship, could they be nieces or nephews?  

Step Twelve

See where they put down roots by using deeds, mortgages and other land records. Check out local newspapers as well as tax records and census.  Check for wills or see if there are extra state census or mortality schedules.  Those were done 1850-1900 – showing the individuals who died before the census year.

Good time to check on the over 500 million records that have been put onto the New Family Search pilot record.  Now, you can just go directly to beta.familysearch.org.  Type in your name and have it search all those records.  Only knowing Grandma Warmington’s first name as Lillian B and that she died in Arizona, I typed in the Lillian B and checked out all the possibilities.  I found her name was Lillian Blanche and her birth date and place in Iron Mountain, Michigan.  Her parents’ names were James Lockett and Frances Ellen Knight – both born in England.  I found four other sisters for Lillian – one not quite proved – and death certificates for both Lillian and Ethel, the other sister.  I found Ethel married to Charles Keast with two children.  Ethel died of a tubular pregnancy.  Now I have other places and people to look for because of finding these records from Arizona and Michigan just from typing in their names.  I think this is the greatest Brick Wall Buster ever made available to us.  Don’t neglect to use the records.  And realize that more are being added all the time.  They are currently indexing nearly 2 million records a month besides the digitized ones that are being put online from the family history missionaries sent all over the world by the LDS Church for that purpose.

Step Thirteen

Apply Brute Force. Check whole town on census films or whole index or record for an entire community. After you’ve tried online databases, indexes and other obvious places that they should have been, accept that they might have been missed and determine to check that whole town or whole record.  Adopt the people of the same surname and same area as your own ancestors and then try to disprove them.  You may find unknown (to you) relatives or even the missing ancestor.

 Step Fourteen

Put Fresh Eyes on the Problem. Explain it to someone who isn’t so close to the research.  He may bring a different perspective and might have a great suggestion.

Step Fifteen

Don’t be discouraged. Start over by reviewing the problem again.  Maybe you’ve missed a puzzle piece (clue) or you’ve learned new things about research.  And it’s time to go back to sources you’ve checked before because new records are always coming online. 

* * * * *                                          Subscribe to Lida Larkin’s Family History Tips at Lida Larkin [momuv712@gmail.com]
HAVING DIFFICULTY CLEARNING NAMES FOR TEMPLE ORDINANCES?
Here are some suggestions why names won't clear for temple ordinances.  Did you check to make sure there are no strange symbols in the names, like parentheses or quotations around a nickname? Also, with a birth place, you need a birth date.  So often I find that some extra mark in the name will prevent the person from clearing. Older entries with parentheses or quotations have temple work done because they were cleared before the rules changed. Some names will not clear if the name is unusual, such as John Man.  Some rules are listed below, taken from the Help Center.

Tips for Determining Why Ordinances Have the Status “Needs More Information”
The ordinance status “Needs more information” indicates that an individual’s record does not have enough information for ordinances to be performed. You can often make simple corrections that let you reserve the ordinances. 

The system indicates that an individual’s ordinance status is “Needs more information” for one or more of the following reasons: 

The individual’s record lacks a valid name or event. 

An invalid name or event is selected on the individual’s summary. 

The individual’s gender is listed as “Unknown.” 

A couple’s marriage event lacks a standardized date or standardized place-name. 

An individual is not linked to a spouse or parents. In this case, the sealing ordinances have the status “Needs more information.” The name or event information that is selected on the summary of a spouse’s or parent’s record can also cause the sealing ordinance to have the status “Needs more information.” 

Invalid Names

The name that is selected on the individual's summary must be valid. When you evaluate the name, consider whether the name selected on the summary is valid: 

Possible Problem  Solution

The name contains a nickname, initials, or similar information in parentheses or quotation marks.  If the record contains a correct version of the name that does not have the parentheses or quotation marks, select it for the summary. 

If the record does not contain a correct version of the name, add it. 

You can add the information that was deleted from the name to a Nickname field, another field, or the notes. The name contains words that are not part of the name. Instead, they describe a relationship or status, such as one of the following: 

Stillborn

Child

Son

Daughter

Father

Mother

Twin

This is not a complete list. But look for words that are not names.  If the record contains a correct version of the name, select it for the summary. If the record does not contain a correct version of the name, add it. 

If you want to keep the information that was in the name, add it to a different place in the record, such as the notes. 

 The name contains a number. 

Note: Roman numerals that indicate a generation, such as “John William Wiley, III” are allowed.  If the record contains a correct version of the name, select it for the summary. 

If the record does not contain a correct version of the name, add it. 

 The name contains information other than the name.  Add or select a version of the name that contains only name information. 

Note: Some users add information in a Name field to tell other users not to combine this record with another. Before you reserve the ordinances for a record like this, please contact the user who put the note in the name.  

The name contains words that are classified with the wrong name part. For example, an initial is classified as a last name.  If the record contains a correct version of the name, select it for the summary. 

If the record does not contain a correct version of the name, either add a new version of the name, or edit your version of the name. Before you save the name, you can verify and correct the name parts
UPDATE ON YORK COUNTY CEMETERIES
Subject: Re: Disk 5 Strayer's Lenhart-Gerber Section  Indices are now online.
The Indexing for Strayer's Cemetery - Lenhart-Gerber Section (aka Salem Union, aka Liebenknecht's) is now completed and online at:

 

http://midatlantic.rootsweb.ancestry.com/familyhart/pictures/HarrySenft/index.html#5-3
10-02-2010   Added 1,000 pictures to Prospect Hill (14,018 people / 10,964 pictures) Photographs taken Spring, 2009 and contributed by Harry Senft.   All photographs transcribed by Kathy Francis.
10-18-2010 Created and added Ebenezer Baptist Church Cemetery, Lower Windsor Township  Created and added Roth's Burial Ground, Hellam Township 
These two cemeteries was photographed and contributed by Harry Senft and transcribed by Sandie Trevethan. 
http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/york/yccemeteries.htm
 HARRY E SENFT
3048 SOLAR DR
DOVER, PA 17315
717) 792-9253

PRESIDENT MONSON BREAKS GROUND FOR ROME ITALY TEMPLE

ROME, Italy   |   23 October 2010   |   Construction has begun in the “eternal” city for a new Latter-day Saint temple. Thomas S. Monson, president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, along with Church and local community leaders, participated in the traditional groundbreaking ceremony for the Rome Italy Temple 23 October 2010.
COMPARISON OF RECORD SEARCH AND BETA

For quite a while now, I've been using Record Search extensively. What a great tool it has been! It has enabled me to find records for a *lot* of temple work.
Now that it's being retired, I've started becoming familiar with the new search function on the _beta site_ http://beta.familysearch.org) . I'm finding quite a few usability issues--in fact, I'm surprised that so much of the functionality of Record Search is missing from the new site. I find searching on beta slower and less accurate.
Because I found so many issues, I finally decided to detail them on tech.lds.org (and I plan to send the link to beta feedback):

_http://tech.lds.org/forum/showthread.php?t=6020_ 

But I wanted to ask for other people's reactions--have you used both sites, and if so, what do you find better or worse when searching on the new beta site?
Kathy

I agree. I used to be able to use the site or portion of that site I needed to find what I was looking for for that person, etc. When I do find the site I am looking for, I save it to my computer, but it seems they keep changing the way and place where you can save sites, so even there I have to keep looking. I have just started using Bing.com and am in the process of updating my sources I keep on my genealogy program and have now run into many Family Genealogy Books online, which I can either read online, copy Text or download a PDF file for later references. So for me at this time I am enjoying the ease of locating what I need. There probably are more sites which will provide me with what I will need later but for locations to update my sources, at this time it is good. Each website has its own special bit of information to add to what I already have or need.

Paul
I have been using both sites since they were first introduced. I too miss some of the user friendly features from Pilot, such as the copy function. The Beta site requires more clean-up when you copy the info and requires you to select the text as opposed to just clicking on a copy button. Also, it seems harder to just select one type of record to search. For example, if I
want Ohio Death Certificates, I used to be able to go to the list of records and select the one I wanted. Now I do a search and then select birth, death, marriage, then scroll through that list of international records until I find the Ohio item and then have to select that one. I understand that Beta is still in development and runs on a different platform, so they can't just move over functions from Pilot. I also under- stand that there are more records available now, and so a simple list of records might not be as easy to do. But I do hope that the developers will take the feedback that many of us have posted to improve the site’s functionality. Both sites have been a wonderful blessing to researchers. I find new records almost every day. I am just waiting for all the indexes to have the associated images so I can see everything that was included instead of just the indexed records.
Miles Meyer, Jacksonville, FL

BETA VERSUS PILOT SITE

I prefer the Beta because:
I can see who is in the household, when looking at a census. The Pilot would just give me back the information I used in my search. (i.e. on one
individual, so no context). In the Beta I can find records even if the place name is slightly different.
(I don't have to fight with the search screen by getting it to accept place names.)
I can still choose a specific database to search, just like in the Pilot.  (added last week)
(e.g. Arizona Deaths, 1870-1951 265,726)
If you don't like browsing to a collection, click All Record
Collections<https://beta.familysearch.org/s/collection/list>and put the place into the search box. You want Arizona? You got Arizona!
It doesn't use an Adobe Flash interface that prevents copying things that are not included on the Copy button. If there is text on the screen, I can grab it.
On my slow connection, I don't need to wait for the Adobe Flash Player to load.
I realize that experiences will vary, but in the first 10 minutes of using the Beta, I found a christening record that I had been searching for
unsuccessfully on the Pilot. From then until now, I have had good success with the Beta. I find the Advanced Search option especially useful.
Bill Buchanan

Miles pointed out the challenge of changing platforms, which is valid. But I wanted to clarify that my concerns are more about user interface, regardless of the platform. The Record Search filtering functionality, for instance, could easily be implemented on a page regardless of the backend. (I say "easily" speaking from experience as a web developer, and *purely* at a technical level. In other words, it's not difficult to code web pages to run the appropriate queries, both unfiltered and filtered. But real life is not that simple, and I realize there are often constraints affecting the design and functions beyond purely technical aspects.)
The overriding goal for me, at least, is efficient, effective searching that enables patrons (myself included) to quickly hone in on the records 
needed to do temple work. It's been a little challenging to find that tasks which literally took seconds in Record Search are now taking quite a bit longer on Beta. But that shouldn't be read as ingratitude--I'm tremendously grateful for the records, even if they take longer to find. Still, I'm hopeful for a win-win solution in the future--record availability *and* quick, 
efficient access. I'm really grateful to the FamilySearch team for inviting our feedback! And thanks to those of you on the list for your input.  
Kathy

TIME-SAVING TIP ON BETA
I thought I would share a tip about checking the hits in FamilySearch Beta. To avoid losing your place, RIGHT click the interesting hits to open them in a new tab. It just takes seconds to examine the contents of each tab and close it (if it is not what you are looking for).  Clicking the first tab will take you back to the same point you were at on the first page. I found this a real time saver! Before discovering this, I found the navigation a nightmare.

Bill Buchanan

THIS AND THAT

1. ProQuest, has launched a project to digitize and publish all European books printed between 1475 and 1700 online. 

2. Microsoft has released Windows Phone 7. Windows Phone 7 is an operating system for cell phones that have the ability to act like a computer.

3. This is a blog worth looking at:  http://anglo-celtic-connections.blogspot.com/2010/10/eastman-effect.html. 

4. The Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana has launched a new genealogy web site at http://www.genealogycenter.org                                             

5. French archives are scanning and placing civil and church records online, for free. Check out the Bas-Rhin archives at http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/ and the Haut-Rhin archives at http://www.archives.cg68.fr/Services_Actes_Civils.aspx.  

6. Ancestry.com Blog at http://goo.gl/ZLD9: 


Today we are announcing a new “Labs” area of Ancestry.com. This is a separate site where we can give you a sneak preview of new ideas and concepts for helping family history research (but that are not yet ready for prime time). Most importantly for us, it gives us a chance to hear feedback directly from our most passionate users.
7. Google and the Israeli Antiquities Authority will digitize the 2,000-year-old Dead Sea and publish them on the Internet.   

8. Family history website www.findmypast.co.uk is making available online for the very first time fully searchable indexes and images of the parish registers of Wales. 
8,000,000 records to be indexed in two years. 
9. WikiTree is a free and collaborative project started in 2008. The webmaster is Chris Whitten, the creator of WikiAnswers. The technical infra-structure is based on Mediawiki and is developed and operated by Interesting.com, Inc. The content is edited and owned by contributors.

For complete information about the above topics, go to Dick Eastman’s newsletter.

There is a free website and a paid version.  To access Eastman’s website, click on this link:

 Dick Eastman’s newsletter at http://www.eogn.com/wp/
FREEBIES

Free Money: The National Association of Unclaimed Property Administrators (Unclaimed.org) can help you find money that might be due you. Or for lost savings bonds, check out TreasuryHunt.gov 

Birthday Freebies: Check out this list and find free stuff for birthdays.

Free Software: Many websites, including Tucows.com and Download.com, offer free software downloads. OpenOffice.org, for instance, provides a free substitute for Microsoft Office software

Free Audio Books: Download free audio books read by volunteers on the nonprofit website LibriVox.org. 

Free Kiddie Meals: MyKidsEatFree.com includes restaurants where kids can eat for free with an adult paid meal. 

Free Samples: Get free samples at: TheFreeSite.com, StartSampling.com, Freechannel.net, Freenology.com and Volition.com.

Free Foreign Languages: Try free online audio and visual teaching tools for a foreign language,  provided by the BBC.

Free Lodging for Travelers: CouchSurfing.org is a network of more than a half-million people around the world who will let you sleep on their couch (or, often, in a spare bedroom) while you're traveling. Jeff Yeager is the author of The Ultimate Cheapskate's Road Map to True Riches and The Cheapskate Next Door. His website is www.UltimateCheapskate.com and you can friend him on Facebook at JeffYeagerUltimateCheapskate or follow him on Twitter.
No Halloween Trick, Just Genealogical Treats

Over 2 million records from 6 countries now available

For your information, “A Celebration of Family History” from April 29, 2010 with David McCullough, President Henry B. Eyring, and the Tabernacle Choir will be broadcast on BYU-TV in November. The four broadcast times are:

Tuesday, November 2nd at 8:00pm

Saturday, November 6th at 9:00pm

Tuesday, November 9th at noon and 6:00pm

Sunday, November 28th at 5:00pm

A DVD of the event is available at celebration.familysearch.org or through LDS Distribution. To learn more and to get your own copy of the DVD “A Celebra- tion of Family History,” click on the link below.

http://celebration.familysearch.org
ANCESTRY 1910 CENSUS
This past week, Ancestry.com posted improved images and indexes for the 1910 U.S. Federal Census for the states of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio, and Texas.

  

LINK TO PENNSYLVANIA FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH

http://search.about.com/?q=Pennsylvania+family+history+research
FAMILYSEARCH YOUTUBE POSTINGS

FamilySearch has posted about a dozen or so videos on Youtube; some were those that were shown as part of 'A Celebration of Family History,’ and two others (actually in two parts due to certain time limitations related to Youtube itself) that are very interesting.

http://www.youtube.com/familysearchvids

If you have a webpage or blog and want to share them, there is a way to embed them in your site or blog; just click the 'Share' button to get the URL.  You can even get a short URL for things like Twitter posts or anywhere else there is a limitation on space to write.


CONVERTING TO PDF

 This is very interesting site. It converts a web page to a PDF. Great for saving a copy of a web page. Type "www.lds.org" in the Address box and see what happens.  http://pdfcrowd.com/
CREATING AN ANCESTRY SCRAPBOOK

I enjoyed 'creating' my 'scrapbook' at Ancestry.com and am really pleased with it. There are templates to import photos, backgrounds, all sorts of fancy ways you can decorate, and you don't have to be a member of Ancestry.com to make a book. It doesn't cost you anything until you decide to have it printed and bound. You can print out proof copies for free. What I would like to see on the Ancestry book is more manipulation of text for pages of longer stories. I had some stories that were several pages long, and they were difficult to space the text evenly, unless I missed some instructions somewhere.
I will comment that you will get exactly what you put in. If the author included identification and dates, they will be in there; if not, they are not. But, yes, I agree identification, places and dates are very important.

These cost quite a bit more than $15, however.

Maxine in NW Kansas [Ancestry.com is a paid site.]

LOST COUSINS WEBSITE
http://lostcousins.com/newsletters/oct10news.htm

WASHINGTON DC CHRISTMAS TEMPLE LIGHTS AND PROGRAMS
You might want to plan a trip this Christmas Season. Get there EARLY.
http://dctemplelights.lds.org/
PEDIGREE CHARTS

A couple of guys that started at BYU sell a product - large (up to 3 ft by 6 ft pedigree charts for $29 or so.)  They are wonderful - I have one and my wife has one.  I take mine to groups I speak to as a way to show my pedigree and find cousins.  They have a little applet you download to your machine and into it you put a GEDCOM of your ancestry that you want printed up.  The applet creates a PDF page that you can doctor (choose ancestral or descent generations) - like how many.  You play around with it until you get the number of generations you want displayed and the size of the poster you want created.  Then you send them the order with the PDF page as your requested chart.  They have standard paper and heavy duty paper for a little more.  I go with the heavy duty.  You can also color code - each grandparent's line a different color.  I set one up with my wife so it would show both her dad's blood and adopted lines. Made a data base that had my father-in-law were he should be, then set him as his own father with his adopted ancestry attached and as his mother with his adopted ancestry attached.  So the generations were one off but all the genealogy was there.
USE ANCESTRAL FILE NUMBERS 
TO FIND RELATIVES

 You can enter your parent's Ancestral File numbers and find all the famous people you are related to - especially your LDS connections.

Both articles by nFS Trainer Robert  E. Givens, PST CA: Heard about this site on BYUTV

http://roots.cs.byu.edu/digroots/
Ideas By Kimberly Powell in About Genealogy
"Have you ever typed your ancestor's name into the search box at Google News Archive and then moved on to something else after coming up empty? If so, then go back today and try again. Google News Archive is a wonderful resource, with digitized historical newspaper pages from hundreds of various newspaper titles from around the world."

Kimberly's article called (Google News Archives) gives excellent tips on searching in this often overlooked Google search capacity. There is also another link within the article, Search Tips for Google News Archives with even more hints for search strategies

Washington DC Generations Newsletter

Obituary Resources
ObituariesHelp.org is a website specializing in resources relating to obituaries and funerals, such as finding obituaries online and links to archived obituaries in each state.
Washington DC Generations Newsletter

There are many links to helpful websites, including links to states with digitized death certificates:Finding Your Ancestor's Grave
 "There are many options available for learning about genealogy, and the goal of this blog is to share them with you."
Read and subscribe to Angela's blog at:  Genealogy Education. Washington DC Generations Newsletter

	Free Jewish Genealogy Databases Online 
There are numerous genealogical and historical
resources and databases online for genealogists
researching their Jewish ancestors. Most of 
these Jewish genealogy databases are even free! 



	Top Online Databases for Australian 
Genealogy -Begin your search for your Australian roots with
 this collection of outstanding online databases, 
indexes and digitized records focused on 
genealogy in Australia. 


LEGACY FAMILY TREE WEBINARS

Last month's FamilySearch Indexing webinar with FamilySearch's Jim Ericson is now published and available for viewing at www.LegacyFamilyTree.com/webinars.asp. Just scroll down to the October 6 entry and click on the link to view. Jim did a great job!

Geoff Rasmussen

Millennia Corporation

Geoff@LegacyFamilyTree.com
www.LegacyFamilyTree.com
FAMILYSEARCH HAS ITS OWN FACEBOOK PAGE

FamilySearch has started its own Facebook fan page.
http://www.facebook.com/pages/FamilySearch/328754391038?v=app_4949752878
You don't have to be logged in to view content on that page, but you do have to be logged in to post comments to the 'just others' backpage or if a page has it, discussion boards. So if you are on Facebook, feel free to go there and click 'Like.’  It was just launched, and already within the first hour or two, over 200 people have done the same.
FamilySearch has three other pages; just look for 'Favorite Pages' on the left for those; one is for indexing, the other for the library, and a third for the RootsTech conference that starts next year and replaces the BYU Computerized Genealogy conference. Although that is still partially sponsored by BYU, they just got additional sponsors this time. The Church is building a major presence on Facebook.  This includes the Church itself, the newsroom, public affairs, each of the magazines, Mormon Channel, and a few others.
Facebook is the largest social networking website, with well over 500 million users worldwide.  More than half the growth has come in about 18 months.   
James W. Anderson

WASHINGTON DC VISITORS’ CENTER PROGRAMS FOR NOVEMBER

Saturday, November 6, 2010, 7:00 pm Overseas Chinese Musicians' Society
Sunday,   November 7, 2010, 7:00 pm Missionary Fireside: Washington DC South
Tuesday, November 9, 7:30 pm                       Night of Music & Inspiration
Sunday, November 21, 7:00 pm                    Why I Believe
TIDYING UP THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER

One of my responsibilities as a family history consultant is to serve as the technical director in our stake family history center.

We are starting to tidy up our collections again so I called FamilySearch Support and asked them a few questions. The sister missionary gave me a reference for the information which I thought I'd pass on. 
To find the reference, go to the Help Center in New FamilySearch:

Document ID: 103872 -- "Policy regarding returning or discarding unneeded family history center equipment and materials, including books, periodicals, Microfilm, records.”
Document ID: 101503 -- "Archiving and/or discarding Microfiche Collections at Family History Centers"

Have the phrase "all products" (without the quotes) in the dropdown menu on the right of the search field. (The documents won't show up if New FamilySearch is in the menu.)

Here is some valuable information I learned today.

One of the important parts of the information (and emphasized by the sister missionary) related to the FamilySearch DOS 2.27 discs. These include the following databases:

Scottish Church Records

Military Death Index

International Genealogical Index (IGI)

Ancestral File

The importance of keeping these databases concerns the facts that

(1) The Scottish Church Records are not (and will not) be available on New FamilySearch or the pilot site.
(2) The Military Death Index includes a lot of information on military personnel from the Korean conflict and the Vietnam War which are not on NFS either.

(3) Ancestral File on this database has more information than the online version on NFS or FS.

Apparently consultants should keep these databases in mind when working with people in our wards and at the FHCs. The old databases might just have the clues to more information which is NOT available on NFS or the research pilot site for FS.

Mary Scott

Northville Ward

Westland Michigan Stake

Detroit Michigan Temple


New RootsMagic Update Available (4.0.9.7)
 
RM has released a new update to RootsMagic 4.  This minor update fixes a number of issues.
SCOTTISH PARISH RECORDS
There is a paid web site named ScotlandsPeople.  The web address is ScotlandsPeople.gov.uk

 I have used this site in the past to research my family lines with some success.  It is indexed and does a pretty good job if you have some idea of your family names and places.  These are records that the Church  microfilmed as there is a starting source noted as appears on all of the Church microfilms when you download data.

Nancy Scott

PRINTING FAMILY TREE IN NFS

In nFS, if you go to Family Tree view and right click on the word Family Tree in the drop-down menu box in the left hand corner, the word Print will come up as an option to print your family tree.  Move your pedigree to the left as much as possible and set your preferences to landscape. You can print 4 or 5 generations that are easily readable, but you can make it smaller too to include more.

Sylvia

SHARING POWERPOINT ON MULTIPLE SCREENS SIMULTANEOUSLY
I wanted to share a lengthy Powerpoint presentation on multiple computers
simultaneously. Wednesday I experimented with LogMeIn's http://join.me/site. It was incredibly simple to use, but I couldn't
get it to work on some computers. On Thursday I went in early to the Family History Center and
tried Join.me, only to find that it still would not work on some computers, including one where it had worked perfectly the day before! This led me to try a different product, YuuGuu http://www.yuuguu.com/home Their
software needed to be installed on the hosting computer, but not on the students' computers. It was very simple to use. Best of all, it worked
on all of the student computers. My presentation went off without a hitch!                  


I plan to use it for live demos in the future. I think I will find it much better than using a projector, because the students can sit at the
computers. And I don't need to arrange access to a different room with a projector and screen for part of the class time.
Note:  There is a trial period that YuuGuu is free; after that, there is a fee.                                              
 Bill Buchanan

FAMILY TREE MAKER FOR MACINTOSH
FREMONT, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Feb. 4, 1997--Family Tree Maker(tm) will soon be available for the Power Macintosh(r)! Family Tree Maker, the best-selling family tree software for IBM-compatibles, has earned that position because it actually helps you find your ancestors. Its FamilyFinder(tm) Index of 115 million names helps you instantly identify which historical records include information on your own relatives. Plus, the software links directly to www.familytreemaker.com, where thousands of Family Tree Maker users work together on tracing their family trees. Printed by High Beam
FOTOFLEXER

FotoFlexer is a powerful online digital photo editor. Use FotoFlexer to perform effects previously available only to rofessionals using expensive software. Remove blemishes, change skin and hair color, morph photos, change backgrounds. http://download.cnet.com/FotoFlexer/3000-13455_4-10844340.html
INDEXING UPDATE

People with ancestors from Ghana now have free online access to valuable census records, the first images from that African country to be published on FamilySearch. Other new collections include over two million indexed records from Germany, Norway, Puerto Rico, and three U.S. states: Arkansas, Idaho, and Minnesota. Search these records now at http://Beta.FamilySearch.org.

See the chart below for the complete list of newly added or updated collections. 

	Project
	Indexed Records
	Digital Images
	Comments

	Germany, Ludwigshafen Church Record Extractions and Family Registers
	
	106,564
	New indexed records

	Germany, 1890 - Mecklenburg-Schwerin Census
	31,499
	
	Additional images added

	Ghana, 1982-1984 - Census
	
	458,716
	New indexed records

	Norway, 1875 - Census
	41,701
	
	Additional images added

	Puerto Rico, Civil Registration, 1836-2001
	3,763
	
	Additional images added

	U.S., Arkansas County Marriages, 1837-1957
	94,181
	43,301
	Additional records and images added

	U.S., Idaho, County Marriages, 1864-1950
	148,053
	62,274
	New indexed records and images

	U.S., Minnesota State Census, 1905
	1,973,884
	52,150
	New indexed records and images

	U.S., Minnesota, State Census, 1865
	3,396
	
	New indexed records
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Steady Flow of Digital Images Reflect the Dawning of a New Digital Age 

20 million new “browsable” images from 8 countries published online

An increasing number of “image only” collections are being published on the FamilySearch.org website, signifying a new phase in the site’s digital pipeline. Rather than waiting until the index is complete for each collection, FamilySearch is releasing the digital images as soon as possible in a browsable format. This gives patrons quicker access to records, which they can search in a similar way they would with a microfilm reader. 

This week FamilySearch published its first digital Chinese collection, along with additional digital image collections from Belgium, Germany, Guatemala, Mexico, Netherlands, Philippines, and Puerto Rico. Twenty million additional indexed records were also published for Civil War and Revolutionary War collections and the 1851 Census for England and Wales. Search these records now at http://Beta.FamilySearch.org.

See the chart below for the complete list of newly added or updated collections. 

	Project
	Indexed Records
	Digital Images
	Comments

	Belgium, Civil Registration, 1795-1910—Part 1
	
	4,306,478
	New images*

	Central America, Colonial Census Records—Guatemala, 1662-1900
	
	31,443
	New images

	China, Feng Ping Shan Library—Chinese Genealogies, 1500-1900
	
	77,527
	New images published as “Chinese Genealogies”

	Germany, Hessen-Nassau Civil Registers and Church Books, 1701-1875
	
	233,196
	New images

	Germany, Mecklenburg-Schwerin Census, 1890
	57,723
	96,982
	New records and images

	Mexico, Guerrero—Catholic Church Records, 1576-1969
	
	1,248,009
	Additional images added

	Mexico, Hidalgo—Catholic Church Records, 1546-1963
	
	151,539
	Additional images added

	Mexico, Mexico (Estado)—Catholic Church Records, 1567-1970 
	
	4,684,171
	Additional images added

	Mexico, Tlaxcala—Catholic Church Records, 1576-1989
	
	980,189
	Additional images added

	Netherlands, Drenthe—Civil Registration, 1811-1942
	
	177,438
	Additional images added

	Netherlands, Friesland—Civil Registration, 1811-1932, Part 2
	
	938,253
	Additional images added

	Netherlands, Friesland—Civil Registration, 1811-1950, Part 1
	
	610,369
	Additional images added

	Netherlands, Gelderland Province Civil Registration, 1811-1950
	
	3,115
	New images

	Netherlands, Zeeland—Civil Registration, 1796-1922
	
	317,736
	Additional images added

	Netherlands, Zuid-Holland—Civil Registration, 1811-1942
	
	1,976,874
	Additional images added

	Philippines, Manila—Civil Registration, 1899-1994, Part 1
	
	2,555,676
	New images

	Puerto Rico, Roman Catholic Church Records, 1645-1969
	
	62,751
	Additional images added

	United Kingdom, 1851 Census—England and Wales
	18,341,933
	
	New indexed records

	United States, South Carolina—Civil War Confederate Service Records, 1861-1865
	1,192,363
	
	New index pointing to Footnote.com's website

	United States—Civil War Pension Index Cards
	291,369
	
	Additional records added

	United States—Navy Widows' Certificates, 1861-1910
	1,003,115
	
	New index pointing to Footnote.com's website

	United States—Revolutionary War Service Records, 1775-1785
	1,997,022
	
	New index pointing to Footnote.com's website


*To view the images in this collection, patrons must be logged in at beta.familysearch.org. There is no access or subscription fee.

FamilySearch Indexing

Help create free public access to the
U.S. census indexes and other records!
Top of Form

Volunteer Register to volunteer Start Indexing For those already registered INDEXING.FAMILYSEARCH.ORG
Bottom of Form

The key life events of billions of people are being preserved and shared through the efforts of people like you. Using our online indexing system, volunteers from around the world are able to quickly and easily transcribe the records—all from the convenience of their homes. The indexes are then posted for FREE at familysearch.org.

Millions of rolls of microfilm provide census, vital, probate, and church records from over 100 countries for indexing projects. Governments, churches, societies, and commercial companies are also working to make more records available.

YOU CAN HELP by volunteering to index one of the current U.S. census projects or the upcoming England and Wales census projects. Find out more: U.S. CensusU.K. Census 

One of the themes of a recent devotional that I attended while I was a support missionary talked about change.  We all get comfortable with our daily routines, and we often vigorously reject changes that come about.  Our speaker was preparing us for the many changes that are going to be coming about in the programs that FamilySearch supports. We can accept them graciously, complain bitterly about them, or just stop using them.  That’s the old “flow, fight, or flee” philosophy.  Our newsletter attempts to make you aware of many of the changes that are taking place in our family history sites. We hope that you will try new things and find them helpful in your research work.  We live in an amazing time for the redemption of the dead.
Our Trainer Elder Forsyth used this verse for one of our spiritual thoughts, and it really affected me.  “How long can rolling waters remain impure? What power shall stay the heavens?  As well might man stretch forth his puny arm to stop the Missouri river in its decreed course, or to turn it up stream, as to hinder the Almighty from pouring down knowledge from heaven upon the heads of the Latter-day Saints.  Doctrine and Covenants 121:33”
We are in the stream of great changes.  If you think of new FamilySearch as the great book of family history that we are getting ready for the Lord in the last days, you will have a great desire to make sure that your family’s names are in that book. We hope that the tools the Church is providing will help you in your efforts to find your kindred dead. Sylvia
That’s all, Folks!
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