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Horseshoe Hotel, Noarlunga  
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Wages Per annum with Board & Lodgings— 
Female Domestic & Dairy Servants:- 
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Male Domestic & Dairy Servants:- 
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Wages per week with the usual rations:- 
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Wages per week with board & lodging—trades:- 
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Piecework without rations:- 
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Wages per day without board & lodging:- 
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Lady Mary Teviot, President of the Federation of Family 
History Societies, U.K., speaking at Christies Beach, 14 July 

with Teresa Jack (left) and Di Roberts (right) 
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After he left much of the business to his son Grandpapa 
did his own travelling sometimes, and once when 
driving along a road in Cornwall he saw a man standing 
still looking at a hat lying at his feet.  “Why on earth 
doesn’t he put on his hat?”  Presently he came up to 
him, and the man said “Please, Sir, be good enough to 
put on my hat” – and Grandpapa saw that he had no 
arms, a stump on one side, a bare half limb on the other, 
and that his dress was disorderly, as the wind blew it 
about and it was not replaced.  Then the whole misery 
came out, he had lost both arms in a mine explosion, 
and when healed of his wounds in a hospital had to 
come home to be a burden on his wife.  A little pension 
from the mine owners kept a roof over their heads, but 
she had to go out to work most days to get money for 
food and clothes, and so he was left to helpless solitude.  
He could have no dinner unless a neighbour could come 
in and cut it up and feed him; he could not read except 
by turning the leaves with is tongue, and when he was 
hungry and alone he had to bite at a piece of bread left 
on a shelf – like a beast – he said, and were he ever so 
thirsty he could not get a drink with no hands to lift it to 
his mouth.  You may imagine how such a calamity 
would appeal to Grandpapa’s tender heart.  He went to 
the man’s home and made enquiries of the neighbours 
and found that all the story was true.  But the Londoner 
had a remedy, he knew something of the wonders of 
modern surgery.  So he went to the mines, got a little 
money from the owners, begged here and there from his 
customers, and with his own contribution got enough to 
bring the man and his wife up to London, taking them 
into his own house, and then a visit to a hospital 
showed the possibility of fastening wooden arms to the 
stumps, and screwing in, as he wanted them, a knife 
and fork to eat with, a button hook so that he could 
dress himself again, a pair of pincers to pick things up, 
and some other wonders, all attached in turn to the false 
arms.  The day that he and his wife came home from 
the hospital and showed these marvels was indeed a day 
of triumph, and when they sat down in the kitchen to a 
good dinner, and the man found he could once more use 
a knife and fork and feed himself, they suddenly 
stopped and began to cry.  “Hey! What’s the matter? 
Don’t you like your dinner?”  “Ah, Sir!” said the 
woman, “its joy – joy indeed.”  And they thanked their 
benefactor in such terms as made him run away with 
wet eyes himself. 
 
In one of his journeys he went to a village where his old 
tyrant master lived, and called at the house.  He was 
received ay a daughter, and found that the business had 
all gone away from him, and he had been badly off for 
many years, and was now thankful to be made village 

postman.  He came in as Grandpapa was talking to his 
daughter, and was amazed at the well dressed man 
calling himself the old apprentice who had been his 
victim in the past.  “Good morning Mr. -----, I am 
coming back at one o’clock to have a bit of dinner with 
you”.  “Me, Sir, I have no dinner fit for such as you.”  
“Well I am coming all the same!”  He had before 
ascertained from the daughter that she could cook what 
he wanted, and so he went off into the village and 
secured materials for an ample meal, a leg of pork, 
apples for sauce, and flour and currants for the 
dumplings, always dear to a West countryman eating 
pork.  When he went back they could not sit down till the 
old master had begged pardon with many tears, and the 
former apprentice had assured him of his perfect 
forgiveness, of which this dinner was the seal.  He liked 
to tell the story of the man’s amazement and his breaking 
down, and how little he thought, when a friendless boy in 
London, of how and when he should see his old master 
again. 
 
Mildmay House garden was a great delight to him; he 
used to walk up and down admiring the flowers, and one 
particular holly tree, that I think must have been 
transplanted from somewhere in the west country, as it 
does not grow north of the Thames, golden yellow 
berries, instead of crimson, and leaves edged irregularly 
with the same bright yellow.  Then half-way down was 
an apple tree, with large beautifully-tinted fruit, as sweet 
as it was pretty; and at the farther end a row of trees that 
bore the golden pippin, hardly ever seen now, and near 
by a bed of luxurious raspberries, large white ones as 
well as red.  Greedy remembrances of mine – but when 
we stayed with him in the autumn of 1851 we really had 
fruit enough.  The windfalls were our property, and out 
of them we used to make delicious apple toffee.  But my 
memories of the garden begin in 1840, when we also 
lived on Stoke Newington Green, and I was having 
lessons every morning.  When the writing and the sums 
were done, spelling and reading were sometimes carried 
over the way and finished under the apple tree I have 
spoken of.  I have very distinct remembrances of that 
spelling and the way it was made to serve the 
understanding and the ear.  Grandpapa would sometimes 
come and listen, and I still have the remains of a doll’s 
tea-set that he gave me on my fifth birthday because I 
had read a psalm to him without mistakes. 

To be continued… (the conclusion will appear in the 
October issue of Relative Thoughts) 
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Just So 

The Register, November 20th 1915 

“The wedding breakfast was held in a large marquee 
outside the residence of the bride’s mother, where a 
large crowd of friends assembled. The annual toasts 
were proposed and honoured, and the bride must have 
felt elated at the nice things said about her.” 

“Annual” wedding toasts suggest that brief life and 
much marriage are somebody’s portion. 

VVV�
From the report of a picture show:- “ ‘The Fatal Sweet 
Tooth’ is a film advertised for screeming. [sic]” 
Toothache, presumably, caused the screaming. 

*** 

Public Notices 

The Register, July 9, 1866 

NOTICE—TO ALL PARTIES SHOOTING or 
TRESPASSING on my property, known as Dalkeith 
Farm, near Noarlunga, Sections Nos 350, 351, 352, 353, 
354, 357 and 347, will be PROSECUTED. Any 
CATTLE TRESPASSING on the above will be 
IMPOUNDED after this date. 

ANDREW HARRIOT, Dalkeith Farm, Noarlunga. 

*** 

The Country 

The Register, July 7, 1866 

STRATHALBYN  

[from our Correspondent] 

Strathalbyn, July 4, 9p.m. 

It is now raining and should we get a heavy fall it will 
much please the plains farmers, whose land will absorb 
almost any amount of rain. 

As an addendum to my last night’s report of the meeting 
held a Milang, in reference to the desirability of a daily 
mail, I would just say that in  a week from this date one 
of the best pieces of new road south of Adelaide will be 
open for traffic from hence to Milang, between which 
places the distance is about 12 miles by the main line of 
road, and for which about 10 miles are made, or being 
made. This fact should, I think, be made known to the 
Postmaster-General and the Cabinet in connection with 
the arguments used in the report referred to in favour of 
a daily mail communication. The mails could be taken 
on from this place to Milang in an hour and a half. Of 
the three remaining miles of unmade road, about one 
and a half will, I understand, be made within about two 
months time. 

*** 

Real Property Act Notices 

The Register, July 24, 1866 

Whereas the Persons named at foot here have each 
respectively for himself made application to have the Land 
set forth and described before his name at foot hereof, 
brought under the operation of “The Real Property Act.” 

LITTLEHAMPTON—Lot 33 of Section 5008 Hundred of 
Macclesfield—GEORGE RATTEW, near Clarendon. 

YANKALILLA—Lots 8 and 16 of Section 1131, Hundred 
of Yankalilla—THOMAS WILSON, Kangaroo Island. 

HUDNRED OF KUITPO—Section 766—HENRY 
TRELOAR, near Clare. 

HUNDREDS OF KUITPO AND MACCLESFIELD— 
Sections 3322 and 3321, HENRY TRELOAR, near Clare. 

HUNDREDS OF KONDOPARINGA AND 
MACCLESFIELD—Section 3317, HENRY TRELOAR, 
near Clare. 

Date up to and inclusive of which caveat may be lodged—
July 14, 1866. 

HUNDRED OF KUITPO—Section 3604, RICHARD 
WILLIAMS, Willunga. 

HUNDRED OF STRATHALBYN—Blocks 6, 7 and 19A 
of Section 1816, JOHANN GOTTLIEB NITSCHKE, near 
Mount Torrens. 

TOWNSHIP OF PORT ELLIOT—Sections 103 and 177, 
ALFRED HEATH, Adelaide. 

GOOLWA UPPER, Township of—Lots 2, 17 and 18 of 
Section 2394 HUNDRED OF GOOLWA, WILLIAM 
CAMPBELL, Goolwa. 

MYPONGA, Hundred of— Sections 446 and 447, JAMES 
MARTIN, Yankalilla. 

MACCLESFIELD, Hundred of—Sections 2863 and 2864, 
MARY MILLER RANKINE. 

PORT ELLIOT, Township of—Section 15, JOHN 
CHERRY and SAMUEL TOMKINSON. 

*** 
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Reminiscences of Early Settlers in the South 

The Register, Saturday, July 7th, 1866 

Mr. Y.B. Hutchinson sends the following interesting 
communication to the Southern Argus:- 

“Sir:- As you are misinformed in stating that the 
remains of Sir John Jeffcott rest in the vicinity of Victor 
Harbor, perhaps it may amuse some of your readers to 
be furnished with a correct account. 

“Mr. Thos. Strangways, Mr. A.F. Lindsay and myself 
had, in December, 1857, arrived in this neighbourhood 
on an exploring expedition, and having been joined by 
Captain Blenkinsop, then commanding a whaling 
establishment at Victor Harbor, he dispatched a 
whaleboat by the Murray-mouth to Goolwa, we 
proceeded thither by land with our dray. The boat 
entered the river with little difficulty but shipped some 
water. Having examined and named Currency Creek, 
Hindmarsh Island, and Points Sturt and Macleay, we 
were obliged by the heavy gale and rain to land under 
the lee of Point Sturt, where we rigged a small tent with 
the sail and oars, but the wind and rain were so violent 
that when we got up in the morning the only dry ground 
was that which was under our bodies, and the water ran 
out of my gun which was laying by my side. Driven out 
of this, we took refuge on the wet ground under the 
boat bottom upwards. Here we passed 24 hours more, 
not very comfortable, but made ourselves jolly under 
disadvantageous circumstances, with a biscuit each for 
each meal. Next morning the wind and rain had abated 
a little, but our stock of food was so short that we were 
obliged to think of returning; so after sounding halfway 
across  to Point Macleay, we pulled 5 hours against a 
head wind, and after an hour’s rest and 5 hours’ more 
hard work, we reached our dray at the head of Currency 
Creek, where an abundant supply of fried pork and 
kangaroo put us in merry spirits again. A day or two 
after this, we were joined by Sir John Jeffcott (whose 
ship had been wrecked at Rosetta Harbour) and Mr. 
Hindmarsh, and Sir John expressed a wish to return to 
Victor Harbor in the boat by the Murray-mouth. I 
endeavoured to dissuade him by insisting that he would 
get a thorough drenching, for he was in a dress coat, 
with suitable continuations, while we were all in rough 
shooting jackets. However, he would go, and borrowed 
my gun, flask, and shot-belt; so the boat and dray and 
started for Victor Harbor by different routes. About 
8p.m. we were startled and much shocked by  the 
arrival of three of the sailors, who stated that the boat 
had been swamped in the surf, and all but themselves 
had drowned. Accordingly, an hour before day-light 
next morning we started, and having waded naked with 
our clothes in our hands through the Hindmarsh, we 

walked all the way by the beach to the river mouth. We 
then saw the boat lying on the beach on the other side, 
and hailing the natives, they held up an oar and launched 
the boat, but could not make anything of it. Two of our 
sailors having gone a considerable way up the river, as it 
was running out very fast, managed by swimming and 
walking to reach the other side. The boat was found to be 
much knocked about that she had to be turned up, 
emptied, and caulked with clay, when the two sailors and 
two natives crossed over in her, but she had leaked so 
much that the emptying and caulking had to be repeated. 

Four or five of us the crossed again, and, while my 
companions were talking to the natives, I hurried on in 
the hopes of being the first to make a discovery. About 
200 yards from the river I found the sand just above the 
water mark very much trampled, and, beginning to dig 
with my hands, I was joined by a sailor, and we soon 
came to the body of Capt. Blenkinsop, from which the 
natives who had buried him, had tried to remove his ring, 
but the stiffness of the joint had prevented them. Others 
having come up, the body was carried to the boat, which, 
having reached the other side, was again a foot deep in 
water. To preserve it, it was buried in the wet sand and 
covered with the boat, and we returned, sending next day 
a dray for it. When it arrived in the evening, the poor 
widow screamed, and vowed it was not her husband, but 
a black-fellow, and the ring came off easily, flesh and 
all. Two men sat up with the coffin all night, but at 5 
a.m. it was bulging so, by generation of gas, that we all 
got up, and I heading the funeral procession and reading 
the beautiful burial service of the Church of England, he 
was deposited five feet deep in his own garden. The 
body of Sir John Jeffcott was never identified; but some 
time after, a headless trunk, believed to be his, was seen 
by natives many miles to the east of the river. Six months 
after this my shot-belt was recognised at Adelaide on a 
man who had bought it from the natives. 

“As the land where Captain Blenkinsop was buried is 
low, I believe the property of Mr. Hindmarsh, and other 
bodies were interred in the neighbourhood, perhaps, 
under the circumstances, it may be as well to obliterate 
all traces of the graves, the remains being out of reach of 
desecration by the plough or spade.” 

[Editor’s Note: Mr. Y.B. Hutchinson, author of this letter to 
the paper was Young Binngham Hutchinson who arrived in 
SA very early in the piece and lived at Pt Elliot, Hindmarsh 
Valley and Victor Harbor.]  
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